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PREFACE. 


At  the  fequeft  of  the  publiOier, 
I  have  compared  the  follow¬ 
ing  trandation  with  the  original, 
and  find  it  fufficiently'  accurate  and 
literal.  From  this  atteftation,  I 
lhall  doubtlefs  be  deemed  accefiary 
to  the  publication ;  it  feems  there¬ 
fore  incumbent  on  me  to  introduce 
this  foreigner  to  the  faculty  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  a  few  prefatory  obferva- 
tions  in  his  favour.  This,  I  prefume, 
will  be  confidered  as  ^-cdvility  due 
to  every  ftranger  who  wifhes  to  be¬ 
come  a  naturalized  Englifhman. 
The  tranflation,  I  am  aflured,  was 
undertaken  with  the  confent  and 
approbation  of  Dodor  Pomme,  the 
author. 


Thofe 
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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

Tliofe  who  pra6lice  phyiic  in  the 
common  rotine^  will,  in  the  peruial 
of  this  volume,  find  frequent  caiife 
of  aftonifhment ;  but  whenever 
their  credulity  is  put  to  the  teft,  I 
muft  intreat  them  to  recolledi:,  that 
the  author  is  really  a  phyfician  of 
^  credit  and  veracity  :  therefore,  with 
regard  to  facts,  his  alTertion  mufi: 
be  admitted  as  fufiicient  evidence, 
how  oppofite  foever  it  nray  feem  to 
cur  medical  precepts  and  eilablifhed 
opinions. 

Since  the  time  of  Hippo¬ 
crates,  the  revolutions  in  phyfic  are 
fcarce  lefs  numerous  than  thofe 
of  empires.  The  fuccefilve  reigns 
of  the  Emperics,  the  Theorifts,  Ga- 
lenifis,  Chemifts,  Mechanifts,  Stall- 
lifts,  Experimcntalifts,  &c.  are  fuf- 
ficiently  known  to  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  wdth  the  hiftory  of  me¬ 
dicine.  Few  years  have  clapfed 
fince  the  Eoerhaavian  fyftem  was 
almoft  iiniverfally  received  and  efta- 

bliilied, 


vn 
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blirned,  and  yet  we  have  lived  to 
fee  that  fvftern  total! v  eyr)t‘>de  i  in 

j  i.  ^ 

the  firft  medical  univerilty  in  Eu¬ 


rope  -f .  Put  one  or  tiie  moit  re¬ 
markable  revolutions  in  tbe  liiiloiy 
of  phyiic,  appears  in  the  prefent 
mode  oF  inoculation,  and  in  the 


general  treatment  oi  the  fmall-poJT. 
This  I'lnauiar  indaiice  is  iiiiiicient 

O 

to  make  us  cautious  how  v/e  rejeft 
an  apparent  innovation,  becaufe  it 
happens  to  clafli  with  received  opi¬ 
nions.  Nothing  can  be  imagined 
more  extravagant,  than  the  prefent 
fyidem  of  inoculation  appeared  to 
be  on  its  lirft  proniiiigation :  yet 
nothing  can  be  more  certain,  than 
that  this  revolution  has  been  at¬ 
tended  with  infinite  benefit  to  man¬ 
kind. 

Vfitli  regard  to  the  warm  bath, 
fo  univerfally  recommended  in  the 
following  treatife,  though  the  au- 


a  2 


■f  Edinburgh, 


thor 
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thor  be  the  firil  who  has  ufed  it  as 
a  fpecific  in  hyflerical  and  hypo¬ 
chondriacal  difeafes,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  ancients  were  perfedlly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  its  utility.  Our 
Bible  informs  us,  that  bathing  was 
a  conftant  pra£lice  among  the  Jews. 
.David  firft  beheld  his  beloved  Bath- 
jQieba'^  in  the  bath,  and  Sufanna  was 
alfo  bathing,  when  the  two  elders 
were  Imitten  with  her  charms.  FIo- 
irier  fpeaks  of  warm-bathing  in 
dificrent  parts  both  of  the  Illiad  -f- 
and  OdyiTey.  Andromache  orders 
a  warm  bath  to  be  prepared  for 
Hector  againft  his  return  from 
battle!,  and  Hecamedealfo  prepares 
a  warm  bath  for  her  mafter  Neftor. 
There  are,  in  fhort,  innumerable 
paffages  both  in  the  ancient  poets 
and  hiftorians,  which  evince  the 
univerfal  practice  of  warm-bathing, 


*  2  Samuel  chap.  ii. 
+  Illiad,  xxsi.  444, 
!  Ibid.  xiv.  D. 
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particularly  after  fatigue.  Diodo¬ 
rus  Siculus  *  fpeaks  of  the  hot- 
baths  in  Sicily,  in  which  Hercu¬ 
les  was  faid  to  have-  bathed  after 
his  labours,  in  order  to  recover 
his  ftrength.  Thefe  baths  are 
alfo  mentioned  by  Pindar 'h  and  that 
the  Theban  poet  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  reviving  power 
of  the  warm  bath,  is  evident,  from 
the  following  paffage. 

O'JS'i  '3-?P//!0V  TOO^lTOP 

Tv  I A  TOO’O'OI^  ivXoyiCC  (pop-^ 

Miyyt  <rvvct9f>ou  Nem»  iv«  6, 

Plato,  in  his  book  De  Leo-ibus  t 
recommends  warm-bathing,  not 
only  after  fatigue,  but  for  the  cure 
ofdifeafes.  Dionyfus  of  Halicar- 
naj[rus§,  in  his  defcription  of  Italy, 
mentions  various  T'hermcey  which 
were  celebrated  for  the  cure  of 

*  Lib.  X.  23. 

■f  Olymp.  xii.  27. 

^  Lib.  vi. 

§  Lib.  i. 
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% 

the  Romans  are  univerfally  known, 
not  only  from  liiiLOry,  but  from 
the  magnificent  ruins  of  thofe  ol: 
Agrippa,  Trajan,  Severiis,  Cara- 
calla,  Dioclefian,  Conftantine,  &c. 
T^hermce  were  however  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  great,  nor  to  Rome. 
They  were  common  in  every  part 
of  Italy*,  as  is  evident  from  a  va¬ 
riety  of  ancient  infcriptions.  Se¬ 
neca,  in  one  of  his  epifl;les§,  cen- 
fures  the  plebeians  for  expending 
luch  vaft  funis  of  money  in  the 
decorations  'of  their  baths.  The 
public  baths  of  Bais  were  as  uni- 
verfally  frequented  by  the  people 
of  Italy,  as  Bath  in  SomefetLhire 
is,  in  the  preient  age,  by  the  beau 
monde  of  this  illand.  Baias,  like 
Bath,  Spaw,  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and 
other  places  of  public  refort,  was 

*  Montfaucon.  Antiq.  expl.  tom.  iii.  part  2. 
lib.  i.  cap.  i — —4.  et  fupleni. 

§  Senic.  Epift.  86. 

a  4 


indeed 
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indeed  vifited  by  many  perfons  for 
pleafure  :  the  htuation  is  delight¬ 
ful.  Horace  fays, 

Nullus  in  orhe  ftnus  Bails  prcelucet  amcents 

But  from  another  of  his  epifiles  •f, 
we  learn,  that  Baise  was  alfo  the  re¬ 
fort  of  invalids. 

Strabo  f:  celebrates  the  medical 
virtues,  not  only  of  the  hot- waters 
ofBai^,  but  of  feveral  other  fprings 
in  Etruria,  which  were  equally  fre¬ 
quented  by  fick  people. 

Celfus  II  often  prefcribesboth  warm 
and  cold  bathing.  That  Galen 
made  frequent  ufe  of  baths  in  the 
courfe  of  his  practice,  is  evident 
from  many  paffages  in  his  Com¬ 
mentary  on  the  Aphorifms  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates  §,  and  in  other  parts  of  his, 
works.  From  the  writings  of 

■*  Epift.  i.  lib.  i.  82. 

Epift.  15.  lib.  i.  2—7. 

$  Lib.  5. 

II  Lib.  i.  r.  i.  3.— Lib.  ii.  c.  17. 

§  Gal  de  ufu  parr.  lib.  i.  c.  3.— Lib.  3.  c.  5.' 
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Avicenna^,  we  alfo  learn,  that  bath-- 
ing  was  ufed  medicinally  by  the 
Arabians.  But,  what  is  much  more 
to  our  purpofe,  Aretsus  f  and  Tral- 
lianus  pofitively  prefcribe  frequent 
warm-bathing  melcinchohatn  cu-^ 
randam  f;. 

Hence  we  fee,  that  this  fimple 
medicine  was  in  confiderable  efteem 
among  the  ancient  phyficians :  we 
alfo  learn,  that  the  idea  of  pre- 
fcribing  warm  bathing  to  melan¬ 
cholic  patients  is  not  entirely 
new.  This  is  not  faid  with  the 
lead  inteniion  to  depreciate  the  me¬ 
rit  of  Dr.  Pomme.  Pie  himfelf, 
in  his  chapter  on  fpafmodic  fevers^ 
difcia  ims,  le  titre  odieux  de  novateur: 
and,  after  quoting  feveral  paffages 
from  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Celfus,  &c. 
he  adds:  bien  loin  de  vouloir  m  eidgen 

*  Canon,  lib.  3.  fen.  xvi. — Lib.  i.  fen.  ii. 

t  Aret.  de  curat,  morb.  diut,  lib.  ii.  c.  13.  lib. 
j,  c.  5. 

^  Tral.  lib.  i.  c.  16. 
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found  moft  effectual,  were  not  of 
tne  clafs  called  nervous,  cardiacs, 
cephalics,  or  hyfterics. 

I  have  already  told  the  reader, 
that  fince  I  met  with  Dr.  Pomme  s 
book,  I  have  fucceeded  much  bet-^ 
ter  with  my  hyfterical  patients  than 
before.  If  the  ufual  limits  of  a 
preface  would  allow  it,  I  could  re¬ 
late  feveral  cafes  in  proof  of  my  af- 
fertion  :  one,  however,  of  the  moft 
remarkable,  I  muft  intrude  upon 
the  reader. 

In  Auguft  laft,  I  was  called  to  a 
gardener’s  daughter  at  Twicken¬ 
ham,  a  girl  about  nineteen.  I 
found  her  in  a  violent  hyfteric  fit, 
and  was  informed  that,  for  fome 
days  paft,  thefe  fits  had  fucceeded 
eabh  other  fo  rapidly,  that  the  in- 
tj^rval  was  feldom  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  often  no*t 
above  five  minutes ;  and  that  her 
agitations  were  frequently  fo  vio¬ 
lent,  that  it  required  two  or  three 

perfons 
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perfons  to  hold  her  in  bed.  The  apo¬ 
thecary  informed  me,  that  fhe  had 
been,  for  fome  time  paft,  hyflerical; 
that  her  prefent  paroxifm  had  con¬ 
tinued  above  a  week,  with  very 
little  intermiffion,  and  that  fhe  had 
taken  a  conliderable  quantity  of 
medicines  commonly  prefcribed  in 
thefe  cafes,  but  without  effed:.  Her 
pulfe  beat  ninety  ftrokes  in  a  mi¬ 
nute,  but  without  any  preternatural 
ftrength  or  fulnefs.  She  recovered 
her  fenfes  during  my  vilit,  but  re- 
lapfed  in  lefs  than  five  minutes.  I 
prefcribed  a  very  fimple  faline 
draught  to  be  taken  every  fix 
hours,  a  moderate  opiate  at  bed¬ 
time,  and  the  tepid  bath,  as  foon  as 
it  could  be  prepared.  My  orders 
were,  that  die  fhould  remain  in  the 
bath  at  lead  an  hour  the  firfl;  time, 
that  the  bath  fliould  be  repeated 
daily,  and  that  the  time  of  her  con¬ 
tinuance  in  the  water  fhould  be 
gradually  encreafed.  It  appeared 

however 
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liowever,  upon  experiment,  that  Hie 
was  never  able  to  remain  in  the  wa¬ 
ter  rnncli  above  an  hour  without 
fainting.  After  her  firil;  bathing, 
her  fits  became  gradually  lefs  fre¬ 
quent  and  lefs  violent,  and  in  lefs 
than  a  fortnight  every  hyfterical 
lymptom  vanifhed.  She  is  now  in 
fervice,  and  continues  perfedfly  well. 
I  have  leledfed  this  cafe  from  fe- 
veral  others,  becaufe  the  fymptoms 
were  more  violent,  and  apparently 
more  obfdnate,  than  thole  of  aiiv 
hyfterical  patient  I  ever  faw. 

Excliiftve  of  the  benefit  which 
hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal  pa¬ 
tients  may  receive  from  this  trea- 
tife,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  may 
afford  a  hint  to  thofe  phyftcians 
who  are  particularly  employed  in 
the  cure  of  maniacal  patients.  The 
objebl  is  of  innnite  importance  to 
individuals  and  to  fociety.  Our 
prefent  beaten  track  feldom  leads  to 
faulty  3  if  therefore,  bold  experi¬ 
mental 
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mental  praftice  be  ever  jiifcifiablej 
it  is  certainly  in  thofe  cafes,  whicli 
from  their  general  defiance  of  the 
medical  art,  are  conlidered  as  def- 


perate.  The  analogy  between  hy- 
flericai  and  hypochondriacal  dif- 
eaies,  and  various  foecies  of  mad- 

^  JL  t 


nefs,  is  fo  obvious,  that  it  were  dif¬ 
ficult  to  prove  them  not  the  elFedls 
of  the  fame  proxifuate  caufe  : 
therefore  it  be  true,  that  immode- 


•  r 

It 


rate  evacuations  are  deftru-ftive  in 
tliefe  firfS; -mentioned  difeafes,  the 
prefent  unfuccefsful  treatment  of 
maniacal  patients  is  eafily  accounted 
for. 


Richmond,  Surry, 
Jan.  I,  1776.  ' 


POSTSCRIPT. 


P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  trying  the  effedl  of  warm 
bathing  in  a  very  fmgular  cafe,  and  with 
great  fuccefs.  A  girl  at  Hounflow,  about 
eighteen,  was  fuddenly  and  violently  feized 
with  a  Scelotyrbe  chorea  Viti.  *  She,  foon 
after,  appeared  an  idiot,  and  in  about  a  week 
from  the  iirft  attack,  became  quite  infane ; 
talked  perpetually,  never  clofed  her  eyes, 
had  no  evacuations,  and  her  limbs  were 
continually  in  motion.  Such  was  her  fitua- 
ation  when  I  firft  faw  her.  After  once 
bleeding  and  one  dofe  of  phyfic,  I  ordered 
her  into  a  warm  bath,  in  which  Ihe  I'at  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  hours  every  dav,  for 
about  a  week,  with  ver}’’  little  appearance  of 
advantage.  The  bath  was  never'thelefs  con¬ 
tinued,  and  from  that  time  a  cloth,  dipt 
in  cold  water,  was  applied  to  the  crown  of 
her  head,  whilft  tire  fat  in  the  bath.  On  the 
firft  application  of  this  cloth  fhe  fcreeched 
violently  ;  but  in  a  few  days  it  gave  her  no 
pain.  After  fixteen  days  the  bath  was  dif- 

continued,  the  girl  being  perfectly  reflored 
to  health  of  body  and  mind. 


*  St,  Vitus's  Dar.cci 
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Definition  and  Symptoms. 


Y  vaporous  aiTecIions,  I  mean  that 


i  J  general  or  particular  affedtion  of  the 
nervous  fyftem,  which  produces  their  irri¬ 
tability  and  cornuofity.  In  women  they  are 
called  hyftcrical,  hecaufe  the  antients  con- 
fidcred  the  morbid  affedlions  of  the  uterus  as 
the  foie  caufc  of  thefe  difeafes.  They  call 
it  hypochondriac  or  melancholic  in  men,  be- 
caufe  the  fame  authors  fuppofc  the  caufe  to 
be  fixed  in  the  hypochondres  and  vifeera  of 


the  low'cr  belly 


The  enumeration  of  the  fymptoms  is  as 
Vague  as  it  is  extenlive.  Proteus  in  his  rneta- 
morphofes,  as  Sydenham  exprefles  it,  and  the 


camelcoo 
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cameleon  in  its  different  colours,  but  faintly 
illuflrate  their  unaccountable  variety.  The 
head  is  always  more  or  lefs  affedted.  The 
patient  feels  a  heavinefs  that  benumbs  the 
faculties,  and  fometimes  an  acute  fixed  pain. 
Many  are  troubled  with  a  throbbing  in  the 
temporal  arteries,  others  complain  of  a  cold- 
nefs  on  the  top  of  the  head,  and  the  gene¬ 
rality  are  afflidled  with  noife  in  the  ears, 
giddinefs,  apprehenfion,  frights,  horrors, 
univerfal  tremor,  laffitude,  pain,  numbnefs,  • 
&c.  diftrefs,  melancholy,  and  depreffion 
imbitter  all  their  enjoyments.  Their  mind 
being  in  conflant  agitation,  they  laugh, 
ling  and  weep  without  reafon.  The  patient 
is  -troubled  with  frequent  four  and  nido- 
rous  erudtations,  conflant  fpitting,  and  fome¬ 
times  with  the  tooth  ach.  The  generality 
are  afSidted  with  the  mofl  terrifying  fuffo- 
cations,  and  fometimes  with  a  dry  convul- 
five  cough.  Spitting  of  blood,  hickup,  and 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  are,  in  this  cafe, 
very  common,  and  the  latter  fymptom  is  fo 
violent,  at  times,  as  to  be  diftindlly  heard, 
efpecially  if  the  patient  be  thin  ;  there  is 
alfo  perceived  a  pulfation  in  the  lower  belly, 
fuppofed  to  be  in  the  cseliac,  fuperior  me- 

fenteric 
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fenter-ic  fartery,  or  in  the  aorta.  The  pulfe 
is  fmall,  irregular,  intermitting,  and  even 
fcarceto'be  felt  in  fome  paroxifms.  A  fever 
fometimes  enfues.  The  patients  commonly 
complain  of  anxiety  and  naufien.,  and  are 
tormented  with  a  vo  miting,  which  is 
often  fo  violent  as  to  refemble  the  iliac 
pafiion :  They  feel  a  painful  creeping  in 
their  bowels,  and  are  even  fubjed;  to  terri¬ 
ble  cholics.  The  belly  is  hard  and  fwelled. 
Several  patients  fancy  they  feel  a  motion 
upwards  like  the  rifing  of  a  ball,  (I  have 
myfelf  obferved  that  this  undulation  moves 
'in  a  ferpentine  diredion)  as  it  were  from 
the  lower  belly  to  the  throat,  till  they  are 
almoft  ftraugled.  Diarrhcea.,  coftivenefs, 
pale  limpid  urine,  its  total  fupprelTion  or 
retention,  are  as  frequent  fymptoms  of  thefe 
two  affedions,  as  the  heat  and  cold  by 
which  they  are  fucceeded.  This  heat  and 
cold  is  chiefly  perceived  in  the  back,  which 
is  frequently  the  feat  of  very  great  pain. 
The  patient’s  repofe  is  often  difturbed  with 
cramps,  and  refileffnefs  in  the  legs,  which 
fwell  to  fuch  a  degree,  and  are  fo  hard,  that 
the  finger  makes  no  impreffion  ;  nor  is  this 
fwelling  difperfed  either  by  reft  or  the 
warmth  of  the  bed.  Thefe  are  the  fymp- 

^  2  tomsj 
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toms  which  are  mofi;  common  to  vapor^ 
ous  afFeftions  in  both-  fexes ;  and  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Sydenham,  are  complicated  irf 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  difficult  to  dif- 
tinguiffi  them  from  each  other  :  Si  tamen 
afieciiones^  hypothondrlacas  vulgo  dicias,  cunt 
mullerum  hyflericarum  fiympfomatibus  confiera-^ 
mus^  'uix  ovum  ovo  Jiniitius  quam  Juiit  utrahi- 
que phienomena^  deprehendemus.  (i,) 

Hyfterical  affections  are  fometimes  pe¬ 
riodical,  and  are  attended  with  particular 
'  fymptoms,  viz.  a  contraction  or  ftrangula- 
tion  in  the  throat,  difficulty  of  fwallowing, 
lofs  of  fpeech,  fuffocation,  and  a  kind  of 
profound  deep,  which  deprive  the  patient 
of  all  ferifation.  She  is  fometimes  bereft 
of  her  reafon  as  ffiddenly  as  in  an  apoplexy, 
for  which  it  has  been,  more  than  onccj 
miffaken  by  thofe  who  have  not  attended  to 
the  jaw,  which  is  convulfed  in  the  hyfteric 
fit ;  and  fometimes  the  mod:  terrible  con- 
vulfions  enfue,  very  little  different  from  the 
epilepfy.  The  mufcles  ufed  in  breathing,, 
and  thofe  of  the  lower  belly,  are  violently 
agitated,  particularly  the  belly,  which  heaves 
prodigioufiy. 

I 

(\)  Sydenham  in  Epifi.  ad  GuiM.  Coh,  M.  D.  tom.  h 
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It  is  fometimes  not  unlike  a  fainting  fit> 
and  is  diftinguifhed  from  it  only  by  the  pale- 
nefs  of  the  face  and  cold  fweats ;  but  thefe 
are  of  fhort  duration,  whatever  may  be 
the  iffue ;  v/hilft,  on  the  contrary,  hyfteric 
fits  may  continue  for  many  days.  In  fome 
women  the  pulfe  and  refpiration  are  fo  to¬ 
tally  imperceptible,  that  you  might  fuppofe 
them  dead. 

Many  hyfterical  patients,  though  de¬ 
prived  of  fpeech  and  motion,  are  neverthe- 
lefs  attentive  to  every  thing  that  pafles,  and 
are  fometimes  reftored  to  their  fenfea,  if 
difpleafed  by  any  body  prefent.  One  in 
particular,  mentioned  by  a  celebrated  au¬ 
thor,  gave  her  furgeon,  who  was  preparing 
to  apply  bliftexs,  to  which  fhe  had  an  aver- 
fion,  a  fmart  box  on  the  ear ;  and  what  is 
ftill  more  extraordinary,  immediately  re- 
Japfed  into  her  former  fituation. 

Vezale  actually  began  to  diffedl  the  fup- 
pofed  dead  corpfe  of  a  woman  who  had  been 
fo  long  in  one  of  thofe  fits,  that  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  the  paroxifm  was  near  expiring.  At  the 
firfi:  ftroke  of  the  knife,  fhe  cried  out; 
which  fo  frighted  the  anatomift,  who 
was  thence  apprehenfive  of  being  put 
in  the  inquifition,  that  hp  left  Spain  im-r 

B  3  mediately, 
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mediately.  Afclepiades  was  more  fortu¬ 
nate  ;  for,  meeting  the  corpfe  of  a  woman, 
as  they  were  carrying  her  to  the  grave,  he 
difcoA'^ered  that  flie  was  not  dead,  but  in  a 
fvmon.  Mr.  Raulin  tells  us,  that  he  has 
feen  tliofe  fits  laft  almoft  a  whole  day.  (I 
have  myfelf  feen  them  continue  for  many- 
days  together.)  He  prevented  fome  people 
from  burying  a  young  girl,  her  colour  not 
being  perfedtiy  changed.  She  recovered 
fome  hours  after.  The  young  lady,  whofe 
cafe  is  the  firfi:  which  I  fhall  recite, 
would  have  been  many  times  interred,  had 
not  her  friends  been  fimiiiarifed  to  thofe 
nervous  and  hyflerical  paroxifms.  From 
thefe  examples,  continues  Mr.  Raulin,  you 
will  fee  the  ncceffity  of  attending  particular¬ 
ly  to  hyfterlcal  patients,  that  you  may  not 
confound  the  living  with  the  dead. 

Hyheric  fits  are  fometimes  terminated  by  ' 
fweats,  but  more  frequently  by  urine,  as 
will  hereafter  appear.  The  patient,  when 
the  fit  goes  off,  fighs  heavily,  laughs  hear¬ 
tily,  and  makes  a  thoufand  ridiculous  gef- 


tures  :  but  as  foon  as  fhe  recovers  her  reafon,  ' 
ihe  complains  of  a  painful  heavinefs,  a  con- 


fufed  head,  a  great  finking,  and  feels  as  if 

her 


/ 
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her  bones  were  diflocated.  Such  are  the 
jftrange  and  unaccountable  fymptoms  which 
chara(3:erife  vaporous  afFedlions,  whether 
hyfteric  or  hypochondriac.  There  is  indeed 
fome  difference  between  them ;  the  fymp¬ 
toms  of  the  latter  being  rather  lefs  violent, 
but  more  ungovernable. 


V 


B  The  Caiifes  of  vaporous  Affeclions, 

CHAP.  11. 

The  Caufes  of  vaporous  AffecTions. 

- 1 

I  HE  proximate  caufe  of  thefe  difeafes 
has  already  fuffered  many  contradic- 
tions.  pxery  author  who  has  written  upon 
the  fubjedt  has  a  favourite  opinion.  Syden¬ 
ham  adopts,  as  the  immediate  caufe,  the, 
irregular  tiux  of  the  animal  fpirits  :  Spiritumn 
ataxia,  (a)  Hoffman  fuppofes  it  to  be  a  fpaf- 
modic  tenfion  of  the  nerves,  proceeding  from, 
fome  defedt  in  the  womb :  Motis  nervorum 
fpafnodicus  ex  uteri  vitio ;  (b)  but,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  men,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  it  proceeds 
from  the  inverted  periftaltic  motion  of  the 
inteftines  :  Motus  nervorwn  fpafmodico  flatu- 
lentiis  ah  inverfo  ac  perverfo  niotu  intef  inorum 
perifaltico :  Mr.  Raulin  acknowledges  the 
fame  defedt  of  the  nerves,  which  he  terms 
fenfibiilty  or  irritability  of  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem  ;  but,  not  thinking  this  a  caufe  fuffi- 
cient  to  produce  fuch  a  variety  of  fymptoms, 
he  adds,  fome  particular  obflrudtion  of  the 

(a)  Sydenham,  vol.  i.  p.  26. 

(b)  F.  KofFinan,  de  malo  hyjl^  £5"  hypoc,  Se^»  t.  cap. 
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vifcera  of  the  lower  belly.  I  lhall  take  no 
notice  of  a  certain  modern  author,  v/ho  ima- 
gines  a  certain  feminal  prolific  fpirit,  an  acid 
fulphurous  fermentation,  &c.  but  fhall  con¬ 
fine  myfielf  to  thofc  pra(f^ical  authors  who 
have  written  only  with  an  intention  to  ferve  , 
the  patient  and  the  art  of  medicine.  Neither 
yrill  I  flop  to  examine,  whether  their  opi¬ 
nions  be  true  or  falfe ;  impelled  by  the  fame 
principle,  humanity,  I  mean  to  cure,  and 
will  therefore  explain  my  fyftem,  ancl  deter¬ 
mine  according  tQ  my  own  experience ; 
whence  i  am  convinced  that  fpafm,  and  cor- 
nuofity  of  the  nerves,  are  the  proximate 
caafe  of  this  difeafe,  and  the  only  one  which 
tnerits  attention.  Other  vices  of  the  habit 

i  ■  *  -  .  *  w-  '  .  ^  1. 

are  merely  effedts. 

Upon  this  principle,  there  is  no  more 
reafon,  to,  fuppofe  the  difeafe  to  be  in  the 
uterus,  than  in  the  fpermatic  veflels  of  man  : 
it  v/ill  indeed  fometimes  be  more  particu¬ 
larly  affedted  on  account  of  its  formation  and 
the  peculiar  circulation  of  its  fluids.  The 
obfirruaion  of  the  vifcera  of  the  lower  belly, 
and  the  irregular  flux  of  the  animal  fpirits, 
will  be  equally  produced  by  this  cornuofity 
and  extream  fenfibility  of  the  nervous  fyf¬ 
tem. 
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Were  we  to  enumerate  the  fymptoms, 
and  fcrupuloufly  to  furvey  all  the  internal 
and  external  parts  fubje£t  to  this  indifpofi- 
tion,  we  fhould  conclude,  that  the  nervous 
and  membraneous  parts  are  always  the  moft 
affedled.  Heartburn,  flatulence,  cholic  and 
vomiting,  fufficiently  prove,  that  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  of  hyfterical  and  hypochondriac 
patients  are  principally  attacked.  The  me- 
nhiges  are  afFecled  in  their  turn  :  giddinefs, 
drowflnefs,  the  clavls  hyfiericus  all  proceed 
from  their  extraordinary  tenlion  and  cornu- 
cflty.  The  fufrocation  of  the  diaphragm, 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  retention  of  the 
urine,  retraftion  of  the  fpermatic  cords,  con- 
vulflve  motion  of  the  nerves,  univerfal  con-? 
vulfion,  and,  in  fhort,  all  thofe  parts  which 
are  influenced  by  the  nerves,  are  confequently 
prone  to  the  fame  agitation.  The  mind  is 
bewildered,  and  the  adions  extravagant,  be- 
caufe  the  origin  of  the  nerves,  which  is  the 
general  fountain  and  refervoir,  is  difturbed 
and  diftraded. 

The  better  to  aicertain  the  caule  we  have 
adopted,  let  us  confider  thofe  which  the  pa- 
thologifts  call  remote,  and  we  fhall  then  fee 
what  kind  of  perfons  are  the  moft  fubjed  to 
vapours. 


I  fliaft 
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1  fhall  begin  with  women.  Phyficians 
are  of  opinion  that  women  dwelling  in  large 
cities,  and  brought  up  in  indolence,  are  more 
weak  and  delicate,  and  their  nerves  more 
irritable.  The  voluptuous  and  ledentary 
lives  of  fome,  in  others,  the  immoderate  in¬ 
dulgence  of  their  paffions,  long  falling,  ex¬ 
traordinary  evacuations,  but  more  efpecially 
a  great  lofs  of  blood,  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
rnenfes  and  lochia,  are,  in  general,  the  caufe 
of  their  complaints.  We  may  alfo  add,  that 
anxiety  which  is  almoft  infeparable  from 
their  fituation.  It  is  however  very  necefary 
for  the  phyfician  to  inquire  into  thofe  par¬ 
ticulars,  as  fuch  enquiry  will  elucidate  his 
inveftigation,  and  indicate  his  mode  of  ope¬ 
ration.  On  the  contrary,  women  brought 
up  in  the  country,  accuftomed  to  labour  and 
exercife,  are,  on  advanced  age,  more  ftrong 
and  robuft,  and  their  nerves  lefs  fufceptible 
of  irritation  than  thofe  who  are  more  deli¬ 
cately  brought  up ;  even  in  their  youth.  The 
Scythian  women,  in  ancient  times,  were 
never  fubjea  to  the  vapours.  Hippocrates 
tells  us,  that  they  were  taught  the  exercife  of 
arms,  ferved  in  the  cavalry,  and  were  ne¬ 
ver  allowed  to  marry  till  they  had  killed 
three  of  the  enemy. 


W^th 
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With  regard  to  men,  the  caiifes  are  infi-y 
nitely  diverfified.  The  ftudious  folitary  re- 
clufe,  the  young  debauchee,  immoderate 
evacuations,  exceffive  drinking,  the  abufe  of 
tobacco,  and  excefs  in  eating.  Coffee,  cho^ 
colate,  &c.  fo  much  in  vogue  among  all  de¬ 
grees  of  people,  are  very  pernicious  when 
conftantly  ufed,  though  fometimes  falutary. 

Let  us  not  therefore  be  flirprized  that  ner¬ 
vous  diforders  are  become  fo  frequent :  the 
manner  of  living  which  gave  them  birth, 
renders  them  hereditary.  Is  it  to  be  expedted 
that  valetudinarian  parents  can  produce  heal¬ 
thy  children  ?  If  indeed  they  fometimes  ap¬ 
pear  healthy,  it  is  becaufe  nature  has  mads 
an  extraordinary  effort ;  but  it  is  not  long 
before  we  fee  them  inherit  the  fame  difeafes, 
the  feeds  of  which  were  in  embryo  during 
their  youth;  and  with  this  difadvantage^ 
that  their  powers  were  increafing  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  time  of  their  concealment. 

Can  it  be  imagined  that  hypochondriac 
parents,  whofe  nervous  fluid  has  been  con- 
ffantly  degenerating,  can  produce  children 
not  afflided  with  the  fame  difeafe  ? 

Willis  (a)  relates  many  examples  of  girls 
afflided  with  hyfterical  complaints  inherited 

(a)  Willis  <ie  motihs  convulji'ves^  cap,  lo. 
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from  their  parents.  It  were  in  my  power 
to  corroborate  his  teftimony  with  innu¬ 
merable  inftances,  were  if  GonfilLent  with 
my  plan.  It  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe 
that  I  have  already  recounted  the  remote 
caufes  of  nervous  difeafes  ;  let  us  esamine 
their  efFedls,  and  we  fhall  then  perceive, 
that  all  the  nerves  are  become  cornuous, 
becaufe  the  fluid  which  fhould  keep  them 
lubricated,  and  flexible,  is  evaporated. 
The  blood  and  other  juices  muft  neceffarily 
be  affected  by  fuch  a  conftitution  :  they  will 
become  more  denfe,  the  fecretions  will  be 
impeded,  and  the  circulation  difturbed.  The 
embarraffment  of  the  vicera,  their  obflruc- 
tion,  the  obliteration  of  the  veffels,  and  the 
defect  of  nutrition,  will  be  the  confequence 
of  this  cornuofity.  A  general  atrophy  fuc- 
ceeds,  and  a  total  confuraption  clofes  the 
fcene. 


CHAP. 
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Method  of  Cure. 


AVING  difcovered  the  real  caiifes  of 


1  1  vaporous  afFedtions,  we  hope  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  our  attempts  to  deftroy  them,  by  a 
procedure  diametrically  oppolite  to  that 
which  is  commonly  pradtifed.  Far  from  • 
endeavouring  to  brace  the  nerves  by  ftrong 
and  violent  remedies,  we  fhall  endeavour  to 
relax  them  by  contrary  means.  Thus  we 
fliall  reftore  the  elafticity  of  the  folids,  and 
confequently  their  harmony  with  the  fluids. 
A  moiftening  and  diluting  plan  appears  to 
me,  not  only  the  moft  proper,  but  the  only 
means  required :  viz.  fimple  or  compound, 
tepid  or  cold  bathing,  pedduvium,  glifters 
of  cold  water,  or  even  ice,  as  the  particular 
cafe  or  feafon  may  require ;  fomentations 
with  emollient  herbs,  cooling  ptifans, 
veal  or  chicken  water,  whey  clarilied  or 
difdlled,  broth  made  of  pullet  or  turtle,  of 
lamb,  of  calf’s  pluck  or  of  frogs.  Oily, 
fwectening  and  mucilaginous  draughts,  and 
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acid  mineral  waters.  I  fhall  never  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fiippofed  anti-hyfteric  or  anti- 
fpafmodic  medicines ;  fuch  as  the  tincture 
of  caftor,  oil  of  amber,  camphire,  affafoe-" 
tida,  mufk,  balm,  mugworth,  valerian, 
&c.  with  an  infinity  of  emenagogues,  bit¬ 
ters,  carminatives,  and  gentle  purgatives. 
Thefe  remedies,  though  wonderfully  effica¬ 
cious  in  various  diforders,  muft  necelTarily, 
in  the  cafes  I  have  deferibed,  be  of  perni¬ 
cious  confequence;  becaufe  they  ferve  no 
Other  purpofe  than  to  add  fire  to  a  flame  al¬ 
ready  too  violent,  and  which  ought  on  the 
contrary  to  be  extinguifhed  by  mild  and 
gentle  means. 

I  fliould  not  fulfil  my  intention,  were  I 
to  confine  myfelf  to  a  mere  enumeration  of 
proper  and  improper  medicines.  The  time 
and  manner  of  their  application  is  of  equal 
importance.  That  we  may  proceed  metho¬ 
dically,  I  fhall  diftinguiili  the  hyfteric  from 
the  hypochondriac  affedtion,  the  former  re¬ 
quiring  peculiar  treatment. 

The  hyileric  paroxifm  generally  precedes 
the  time  of  menttruation,  or  happens  even 
during  the  period.  The  blood  at  this  time 
circulating  wuth  difficulty  through  the  tite- 

rus~. 
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rus^  partly  on  account  of  its  denfity  and 
partly  by  the  diminution  of  the  diameter  of 
the  veffels  already  ftretched  and  corriuousi 
Hence  fuffocation  arid  irritation,  more  oir 
lefs  violent  in  proportion  to  the  caufei 
Hence  the  increafed  fpafm  and  terilion  of 
the  nerves  of  the  uterus,  which  Coinmurii* 
eating  with  the  whole  nervous  fyftem,  pro¬ 
duces  the  moft  horrible  fymptoms  of  the 
hyfteric  paffion,  viz.  fuffocatiori,  fainting, 
heartburn,  convulfiotts,  violent  cholic,  vo¬ 
miting,  &c. 

Thefe  paroxyfms  are  often  fo  dreadful  as 
to  terrify  not  only  the  friends  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  but  even  the  phyfician  himfelf.  The 
women  generally  practice  on  fuch  fort  of 
patients,  and  every  female  phyfician  has  her 
particular  medicine.  One  runs  to  the 
bottle  of  hungary  water,  to  the  eau  de  carnie^ 
or  to  the  vinegar  bottle,  and  not  content 
with  adminiftering  the  odour  only,  they 
never  fail  to  make  the  patients  fwallow  a 
few  drops,  either  by  fair  means  or  foul,  at 
the  rifk  of  breaking  the  teeth,  or  diflocat- 
ing  the  jaw  (now  in  a  ftate  of  convulfion) 
of  the  unhappy  patient.  Some,  yet  more 
to  be  dreaded,  adminifter  certain  fafliion- 

abl§ 


^ble  fpiritoiis  elixirs,  and  quinteflericeSi 
Others,  with  iiiore  modefly,  content  them- 

•  A  «. 

felves  with  the  application  of  plaifters  to 
the  belly,  blifters  between  tne  lliouiders 
and  to  the  legs,  cupping-glafTeS,  and  cer¬ 
tain  other  remedies,  which,  for  the  fake  of 
decency,  I  omit  to  tiame ;  but  which  are 
more  dangerous,  as  they  more  immediately 
affeft  the  irritated  paffs;  When  all  thefe 
different  medicines  ha'Ve  been  tried,  the 

phyfician  is  called  in.  The  doctor  bettef 

’  «. 

inftrufted,  cohfoles  the  patient  and  her 
friends,  pronounces  a  favourable  prognof- 
tic,  and  alTures  them,  that  the  difeafe  is 
hyflerical,  lil  order  to  proceed  according 
to  art,  he  writes  a  prefcription,  confiding, 
doubtlefs,  of  anti-hyfteric  water,  with  the 
addition  of  tihflure  of  caftor,  a  grain  or 
two  of  camphire,  arid  a  few  of  Sydenham’s 
anodine  drops.  This  medicine,  as  deteft- 
able  Orl  account  of  its  fmell,  as  on  account 
of  its  flrength,  is  intended  to  fave  the 
life  of  the  poOr  viftim ;  and  Ihe  takes  it,  if 
Ihe  can,  drop  by  drop.  Neverthelefs,  the 
paroxifm  runs  its  full  period,  and  when 
it  ceafes,  the  medicine  has  the  credit  of  the 
patient’s  recovery :  though  nothing  can  be 

C  more 
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more  evident,  than  that  fuch  recovery  ig 
entirely  owing  to  the  force  of  the  fpirits 
being  exhaufted.  All  fpafms  are  generally 
fucceeded  by  relaxation.  The  ftorm  once 
appeafed,  what  do  we  obferve  ?  A  dryv 
tongue  and  fauces;  and  a  thirft,  hardly  to 
be  aifuaged,  already  demonftrate  the  per¬ 
nicious  effects  of  thefe  pretended  fpecifics. 

The  belly  becomes  inflated  and  tenfe,  the 
¥ 

menftrual  difcharge  fupprefled,  which  is 
probably  confidered  as  the  caufe,  rather 
than  the  efFcdt  of  the  difeafe.  Strange  er¬ 
ror,  and  flrange  infatuation !  There  is 
now  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities  till  the  next 
attack ;  and  fuch  are  the  viciflitudes  of 
medicine  and  of  this  difeafe. 

How  fhall  we  remedy  fo  many  miftakes, 
and  fo  many  evils  ?  The  empyric  anfwers. 
That  violent  diforders  require  violent  reme¬ 
dies.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  more  violent  the  difeafe,  the  milder 
fliould  be  the  remedy.  In  fuch  cafes,  I  order 
the  patient  frequent  clyfters  of  common  cold 
water,  and  in  fome  cafes,  and  according  to 
the  feafon,  I  prefer  ice-water.  This  medicine 


never  fails  of  its  effedf.  The  exceflive  heat  of 


the  bowels,  the  ufual  confequence  of  their 

ftrangu- 
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firangulatlon  and  irritation  is  tKus  af-* 
fuagecl,  their  tenfion  is  diminiflied,  the 
fpafm  relaxes,  the  brain  is  relieved,  the  cir¬ 
culation  becomes  free,  and  the  flow  of  the 
animal  fpirits  is  reftored  to  its  former  equa¬ 
lity.  The  fimpiicity  and  fuccefs  of  this  reme¬ 
dy,  are  reafons  fufficieht  why  it  ihould 
be  preferred  to  mufk  with  dragons  blood  ; 
as  alfo  to  fulphur,  and  other  anti-hyfteric 
medicines.  If  I  want  to  relieve  a  violent 
fufrocation,  or  the  fuddeii  fuppreflion  of  the 
menfes,  I  order  the  patient’s  foot  to  be  put 
into  cold  water  up  to  the  knees :  and  this 
pedeluvium,  like  a  charm,  removes  ■  the 
luffocation ;  but  if  it  fliould  not  have  the 
defired  effedt,  I  then  prefcribe  bathing  in 
warm  water,  but  more  frequently  in  cold, 
which  effedually  relieves  the  fufrocation. 
In  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  cold  bath  is  confi- 
dered  as  fpecific,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  phyficians,  and  of  patients  who 
had  experienced  its  falutary  effeds.  In 
South  Carolina,  where  nervous  difeafes  are 
endemic,  they  have  no  other  remedy.  M. 
Lionet  Chambers,  phyfician  of  Charles¬ 
town,  of  that  province,  attefts  this  fad. 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  are  greatly 

C  2  prejudiced 
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prejudiced  in  favour  of  cold-bathirrgo' 
The  efficacy  of  this  remedy,  both  in  hy-^ 

'  fleric  and  hypocondriac  complaints,  has- 
been  fo  well  attefted  by  Sir  John  Floyer, 
who  was  its  great  advocate,  that .  we  can^- ' 
not  refufe  the  cold  bath  all  the  merit  i! 
deferves.  In  ffiort,  however  violent  the  rare- 
fadlion  of  the  blood  and  fpirits,  they  cannot 
reiift  this  application.  Their  volume  being 
diminifhed  by  concentration,  the  nerves  mufl: 
neceffarily  relax.  If  the  paroxifm  returns 
at  the  beginning  of  the  menfes,  I  have  no 
objedlion  to  a  fmall  bleeding  in  the  foot ; 
but  I  never  repeat  it,  becaufe  this  evacua¬ 
tion,, when  too  copious,  deprives  the  nerves- 
of  the  fluid  by  which  they  are  lubricated, 
and  cleftroys  the  equilibrium  which  fhould 
fubfifl;  between  the  veins  and  the  nerves^- 
With  this  bleeding  I  begin ;  but  if  I  find 
it  infufficient,  I  proceed  immediately  to 
cold  clyfters,  pedeluvia^  and  the  bath  j 
but  the  cold  clyfters  generally  anfwer 
every  purpofe.  I  allow  no  other  diet  than 
to  drink  plentifully  of  pullet,  barley,  or 
rice-water,  and  fome  foupes  au  lait,,  having 
always  obferved  that  the  volatile  particles 
of  the  bouillon  irritated  the  villous  coat  of 
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die  flomach,  and  prolonged  the  paroxifm. 
With  this  rhode  of  proceeding  I  have  gene¬ 
rally  had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied. 

This  regimen  I  make  my  patients  oh- 
ferve,  keeping  them  in  the  water  for  fe- 
veral  hours  together.  The  temped;  once 
calmed,  I  fuffer  them  to  come  out  till  the 
next  day,  obliging  them  to  ftay  In  the  bath 
for  three  or  four  hours  every  day  during 
the  entire  Interval  of  the  paroxifm,  and 
fometimes  fix  hours,  or  even  more  if  necef- 
fary,  according  to  the  degree  of  cornuofity 
which  I  attack;  and  in  this  cafe  It  may 
be  allowable  to  fav,  that  violent  difeafes 
yequire  violent  remedies,  With  this  treat¬ 
ment  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that 
however  extreme  this  cornuofity  of  the 
nerves,  (a)  three  or  four  repetitions,  or  at 

(a)  Among  the  proofs  of  this  extreme  cornuofity,  there  h 
one  which  will  be  thought  fufHciently  convincing.  The  phi- 
lofophical  phyfician  will,  with  fatisfadion,  obferve  his  patient 
fwim  on  the  furfiice  of  the  bath,  until  the  relaxation  be  com¬ 
plete  ;  when  the  fpecific  gravity  of  the  body  being  increafed, 
by  the  decreafe  of  internal  heat,  and  confequent  denfity  of  the 
?iir,  file  will  fink  to  the  bottom.  The  hyfleric  girls,  who  are 
the  fubjed  of  the  fird,  fecond,  third,  and  fifth  following  ob- 
.fcrv^tions?  evince  this  fad, 

C  3  mod: 


^ f' ->  C  TT-irT^-^  f' .\ '^'7*/C’ "  TM?' 


.  il  i  C  i-C 


zi  i’L'7/>:i;"  CT  Cure’. 

nioft  fix,  will  effecl  a  radical  cure,  provided 

the  patient  be  luthciently  tracbable. 

The  return  of  the  rneudrual  flux,  •\vhicu 
was  before  iunnreiicd,  tjenerallv  indicates, 

i  X  -  O  « 

that  the  hbres  of  the  are  relaxed ; 

but  if  there  ihculd  vc:  remain  anv  obftruc- 

«  ♦ 

tion  in  the  natiaue,  it  will  certainlv  be  re- 
rnc.ved,  bv  iblicitinc:  the  circulation  to  the 

The  warm  y.n.'V/.VxW'.v:, 
and  the  frichion  ct  the  limbs,  lo  hitehlv 
extolled  bv  the  celebrated  Boerhave,  will,  in 

m 

this  cafe,  have  a  wonderful  etfeeb.  The  ap¬ 
plication  of  cupping-glalfes  to  the  ac¬ 

cording  to  hi.  hlaiault,  will  generallv  be  at¬ 
tended  with  good  etfeebs.  Other  relaxing 

w  O 

medicines  may  be  employed  in  the  interval 
between  the  paroxifms ;  thev  mav  be  even 
fubibituted  for  thefe  lath  mentioned,  when 
the  dileate  is  more  mild  and  iefs  inveterate. 

The  hylteric  paroxifm  often  begins  with 
a  violent  cholic,  attended  with  a  diarrha'a 
and  vomiting;  fymptoms  full  of  danger 

when  improp-erlv  treated.  Oilv  clvilers, 

*  '  •  * 

oily,  baliamic,  and  mucilaginous  draughts, 
joined  with  narcotics,  are  frequentiv  of 
great  iervice.  "1  neie  medicines  act  iorae- 
times  as  cathartics,  :uiJ  ioinetimes  as  erne- 
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tics,  according  io  llic  {c/dibility  of  tlic  fi¬ 
bres  <A  tlic  (ioifiatl)  and  bowel!,,  arid  arc  a,b- 
folutcly  nccciniry  for  diicliarging  tbe  firft 
paffages  of  the  irritating  matter  v/liicb  aug- 
yncnls  the  fyrnptoms,  and  coiinteracts  tire 
cffedls  of  the  fedatives  preferibed.  After 
tills,  chicken-water  will  lujiply  tlie  jilacc  of 
the  flomachics  and  cordials  v/hich  areufually 
preferibed. 

’^fhe  clauis  hyfericus.,  of  which  hyfleric 
patients  fo  frequently  complain,  knows  no 
other  fjiccific  than  the  application  of  cold 
v/atcr  to  the  crown  of  the  head,  fucceeded  by 
warm  bathing.  Thefe  an fwer  every  purpofc 
of  narcotics,  vi/hich  arc  generally  ufed,  and 
which  arc,  at  bcfl,  very  fufjiicious.  The  con- 
vulfive  cough,  to  which  hyfleric  women  are 
commonly  fubjedl,  never  fails  to  yield  to  fo¬ 
mentations,  and  to  the  ufe  of  chicken-water. 
In  cafe  of  fainting,  |  prefer  cold  clyfters  to  ir¬ 
ritating  medicines.  The  heart-burn,  which 
cither  precedes  or  follows,  may  be  cured  by 
drinking  copioufly  of  warm  water,  or  by  fre¬ 
quent  clyflers,  in  cafe  chicken  water,  oily  and 
fedative  draughts  arc  not  to  be  had. 

The  hickup  is  another  frequent  hyflcrical 
Jymptom,  which  is  a  convulfion  of  the 

C  4  diaphragm 
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diaphragm,  and  fometimes  of  the  upper  pat4 
of  the  ftornach,  Balfamic  drinks  are  fre^ 
quently  ineffedlual ;  but  whey  and  bathing 
may  be  confidered  as  real  fpecifics. 

Sometimes  the  breafts  are  diftended,  which. 
I  have  known  to  be  miftaken  for  a  real  tu-^ 
mour  :  a  miftake  neceffkrily  attended  with 
fatal  cohfequences,  This  diftenfion  of  the 
breafts  i?  always  painful  and  alarming  to  the 
patient.  It  is  caufed  by  rarified  air  in  the 
cellular  membrane,  and  the  ftrangulation  of 
the  mamillary  veins,  by  the  reflux  of  the  hy-». 
pogaftric.  The  application  of  a  cloth  wet 
with  cold  water,  feldora  fails  to  remove  the 
complaint.  The  other  fymptoms,  v/hich  it 
were  unneceflary  to  recapitulate,  will  infalli¬ 
bly  give  way  to  the  general  treatment  above 
directed  :  the  fpecial  application  of  which 
muft  be  left  to  the  fagacity  of  the  phyfician. 

The  hypochondriac  difeafe  is  owing  to, 
the  fame  defedt  in  the  nervous  fyftem,  and 
is  therefore  fubjecl  to  the  fame  laws.  In 
men,  indeed,  the  fymptoms  are  feldom  fo 
violent  as  in  women  |  we  ihali  therefore 
treat  therp  with  lefs  feverity.  Domeftic 
bathings  are  alfo  ferviceable ;  but  require 
more  caution,  Hypocrates  forbids  the 
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life  of  milk,  and  we  are  convinced  by  daily 
experience,  that  it  is  indeed  pernicious  j 
but  whey,  chicken^water,  warm  and  cold 
clyiters,  fomentations,  &c.  ihould  be  em-^ 
ployed  equally  as  in  the  cafe  of  women. 
But  if  men  are  to  be  treated  with  more 
caution,  their  diforder  requires  greater  per- 
feverance.  The  application  of  cupping-!? 
glafles  to  the  hemorrhoides,  fo  frequently 
pradtifed  by  the  ancients,  and  at  prefent 
too  much  negledled,  will  be  of  f  ngular  ef-? 
fcacy  in  reftoring  a  very  falutary  difcharge, 
The  paifions  and  difeafes  of  the  mind,/ 
frequently  render  the  diforders  of  the  body 
difficult  to  cure ;  we  are  therefore  obliged 
to  pay  equal  attention  to  both.  The  phy- 
■fician  fhould  negledl  nothing  to  amufe  and 
'obliterate,  if  poffible,  the  gloomy  and  erro¬ 
neous  ideas  of  the  patient,  and  gradually 
to  convince  hirn  of  his  illufion.  Diilipa- 

Jtm 

tion  on  horfeback  and  in  a  carriage,  con? 
certs,  and  aflemblies,  fhould  make  part  of 
the  regimen  prefcribed  by  the  phyfician. 
Mineral  acid  waters  are  advifeable;  but  I 
have  found  that  they  fucceed  beft  when 
the  difeafe  is,  in  fome  degree,  overcome; 
becaufe  the  mineral  particles  require  a 
pertain  degree  of  relaxation  of  the  fibres 

of 


2.6  Method  of  Cure. 

of  the  inteftines,  to  enable  them,  without 
difficulty,  to  carry  off  the  extraneous  mat¬ 
ters  lodged  in  the  different  njifcera  of  the 
lower  belly. 

Diluting  and  emollient  remedies  will  ef- 
fedtually  eradicate  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe, 
however  inveterate;  which,  on  the  coni- 
trary,  is  rendered  incurable,  by  the  ufe 
of  cordial,  apperient,  purgative,  and  auT- 
tifpafinodic  medicines :  a  mode  of  praffice 
very  much  the  faihion  at  prefent,  even, 
with  many  of  our  moft  celebrated  and  ex¬ 
perienced  phyficians.' 

Even  Hypocrates,  that  great  legiflator 
of  the  medical  art,  was  acquainted  with 
this  fa£t.  (a)  Sandlorius  tells  us  (b)  Hy- 
■pochondrigci^  f  frequentibus  balneis  eorutn  cor- 
fora  reddantur  perffarabilla,  %)idiQ  humido 
7itantur,  fani  fiunt.  Celfus  (c)  prefcribea 
for  his  hypochondriac  p^itients,  warm  bath-j- 
ing,  and  to  drink  plentifully  of  cold  water, 
Galen,  Areteus,  Occlius  Aurelianus,  advife 
fomentations  and  bathing.  Alexandre 
I  rales  (d)  has  recounted  ip  terms  abundantly 

p)  It  is,  doubtlefs,  from  Hypocrates  that  we  fay  proverbi, 
zMy  :  7ndancholki  in  tantum  curantur,  in  quantum  balneantur. 

(b)  Sanflorius,  Aph.  102,  Seft.  i. 

|c)  Celt.  lib.  1.  cap.  z.  lib,  i.  c.  \j, 

energic 
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energic,  the  advantages  of  this  treatmen'*^ 
Dulcium  halneoruni  '  fi  quid  ahud  opitu- 

latuTf  al'iam  namque  partem  hills  dlfcuterty 
aliam  hiimulorum  qualitate  conteniperare^  to-^-  ‘ 
turn  vero  corpus  aqua  call  da  f up  erf  under  e., 
caput  tepida  potius,  luteis  ovorum  abfer- 
gere,  ac  univerfurn  fane  corpus  Joydroleo^ 
caput  etiani  rofaco  ungere  convenitf  &c. 
Hoffman,  upon  the  credit  of  many  au¬ 
thors,  relates  wonderful  and  fpeedy  cures, 
of  the  hypochondriac  difeafe,  eftedfed  by 
the  ufe  of  warm  bathing  only.  Baglivi, 
in  imitation  of  thofe  oracles  of  medicine, 
informs  us,  that  all  other  remedies  are 
ineffectual:  Fateor  tamen  ea  remedia  dliquid 
pojfe  contra  morbos  animiy  quis  fatum  fan- 
giiinis  funditius  emutare  •valent y  queeque 
lion  fuperficialiter  agunt ;  fed  fuidarum  leque 
atque folidarum  corporis  partium  intima  qua- 
qiie  loca  pervadunt.  And  what  are  thefe  re¬ 
medies  which  not  only  palliate,  but  which 
attack  the  difeafe  a,t  its  fource:  by  aCling 
equall}^  on  the  folids  and  fluids  ?  Et  inter 
h£c  balneationes  frequentes.  If  after  this, 
phyficians  complain  of  difficulties  in  the 
cure  of  this  diforder,  they  ought  rather  to 
attribute  it  to  their  own  mifmanagement, 
than  to  any  thing  obflinate  or  unaccount¬ 
able 
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able  in  the  difeafe.  They  will,  doubtlefs, 
forgive  this  reproach,  and  I  flatter  myfelf, 
will  thank  me  for  the  ingenuous  difcovery 
of  my  method  of  treating  thefe  two  affec¬ 
tions,  fo  equally  common  to  both  fexes  ; 
for  we  have  daily  inftances  of  men  who 
may  be  deemmd  hyfferical,  and  of  women 
who  are  truly  hypochondriacal,  If  Nature 
chufes  thus  to  fport  with  our  art,  is  it 
not  allowable  for  us,  in  turn,  to  forfake 
our  rules,  and  to  follow  her  in  her  wander- 
ings  ? 

Thefe  two  affedlions  are  frequently  com-? 
plicated  with  other  difeafes ;  and,  in  that 
cafe,  what  attention  and  care  tlo  they  not 
require  ?  In  fuch  cafes,  a  perfect  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  conflitution  is  very  eflential. 
Women  in  child-bed  often  exhibit  the 
wmi'ft  fymptoms.  After  a  difficult  labour, 
every  membrane  of  the  body  is  in  a  ftate 
of  fympathetic  irritation  from  the  titetuis ; 
the  lochia  are  diminiflied  or  fupprefled,  arid 
the  copfequeuces  are  phreiizy,  fever,  fpafms,, 
convuifions ;  which  often  terminate  in  death. 
It  is  therefore  necefl'ary  to  ufe  our  utmoft 
endeavours  to  reftote  the  lochia.  Syden¬ 
ham,  a  moft  refpedtable  author,  ufed  certain 
antihyfteric  plaifters;  he  mixes  cordials, 
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fln'--rlilvc'i,  and  antlfpafinodico ;  of  llicfc, 
v/Itli  tfic  addition  of  volatile  falt^.,  l-e  forraa 
an  cleOiiary.  V/hat  can  v/e  {.oini/ly  fay  in 
favour  of  fucli  a  medicine,  Vvhen  fornany 
phyficiana  have  expetienced  it^  pernicious} 

ededt?,  ? 

Another  more  modern  author  (M.  Raulin, 
p.  265)  confedea  thi<}  truth  ;  but  too  timo¬ 
rous  to  fiddiitiite  any  other  medicine,  he 
leaves  all  to  Nature,  who,  he  fays,  docs  fre- 
cjuently  more  than  medicine.  M.  Hazon, 
doclcur-rc^^rcnt  <A'  the  faculty  of  medicine  at 
Paris,  inflructs  us,  from  his  own  experience, 
what  ought  to  he  done  in  fucli  cafes.  At¬ 
tentive  only  to  the  caufe  of  the  difeale,  he 
did  not  hclitatc  to  plunge  his  patient  into  the 
bath,  ^-nd  by  this  powerful  alTiflance,  the  A- 
chia  returned,  (a)  Such  an  example  ought 
to  influence  phybeians  to  throw  off  the  yoke 
of  ancient  prejudice,  and  to  proceed  with  us 
in  anew  method,  where  they  will  meet  with 
continual  proofs  of  the  truths  v/e  have  an¬ 
nounced.  The  miliary  fever,  fo  common 
to  women  in  child-bed,  efpccially  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Germany,  and  Italy;  does  it  not  pro- 


(2^)  Vide  Journal  de  Med*  fey,  175^,  p-  no. 
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ceed  entirely  from  the  fupprellion  of  the  lo¬ 
chia,  and  is  not  that  fupprelfion  generally 
produced  by  the  anti-hyfleric  medicines  ufu- 
ally  given  to  lying-in  women,  in  thofe  ner¬ 
vous  complaints  which  always  precede  their 
labour  ?  The  difeafe  of  M"***  (a)  fufficient- 
ly  proves  their  fatal  elfedls ;  and  there  is 
great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  die  would  not 
have  died,  if  the  had  not  been  drenched  with 
cordial  and  anti-fpafmodic  draughts ;  chick¬ 
en-water,  frequent  clyfters,  and  the  other  re¬ 
medies  that  might  have  been  fubftituted  in  ^ 
their  place,  would  have  infallibly  compofed 
the fubfultus  tendoniim.){K\Ytrmgs  and  univer- 
fal  tremors ;  and  the  miliary  eruption  would 
have  faved  the  patient.  For  this  reafon, 
doubtlefs,  Frederick  Hotfman  confiders  the 
immoderate  ufe  of  coffee,  as  one  of  the  caufes 
why  this  difeafe  is  fo  general  in  the  elediorate 
of  Brandenbourg. 

Mod ,  women  with  child  would  have 
much  eafier  labour,  were  they  to  fubmit, 
during  the  time  of  pregnancy,  to  a  regi¬ 
men  ,  luitable  to  their  conflitution,  and 
were  they  to  make  ufe  of  mild  remedies 
only  for  their  nervous  complaints.  The 
diforders  to  which  they  are  mod  fubjed 

at 

(a)  Journ,  de  Med. 
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at  that  critical  time,  would  not  then  be  fo 
fatal ;  the  mofi;  frequent  of  which  diforders 
are  continual  or  intermitting  fevers. 

What  grofs  miftakes  are  every  day  com¬ 
mitted,  infuch  cafes,  by  the  abufe  of  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark  ?  This  remedy,  though  effica¬ 
cious  in  many  cafes,  becomes  very  dangerous, 
when  too  freely  ufed  in  nervous  conflitutions. 
Its  aftringency  contracts  the  fibres  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  and  its  volatility  increafes 
the  diforder  of  the  fpirits,  and  the  impetuofi- 
ty  of  the  humours.  Diluting,  fedative  medi¬ 
cines,  ought  to  precede  the  ufe  of  this  drug, 
which  indeed  fliould  never  be  adminiftered 
except  in  conjunction  with  the  other. 

The  Tympanites  is  a  frequent  difeafe  of 
hyfleric  women,  and  generally  appears  on 
the  ceffation  of  the  catamenia.  The  irri¬ 
tation  of  the  uterus^  which  is  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  bowels  and  abdominal  mufcles, 
is  the  caufe  of  this  fupervening  inflation. 
The  tenfion  and  pain  with  which  it  is  at¬ 
tended,  prove  this  to  be  the  cafe.  Car¬ 
minatives  and  purgatives  fhould  be  confi- 
dered  as  poifons ;  their  irritation  increafes 
the  pain;  the  vifcera  become  embaralTed, 
a  redundancy  of  ferous  and  lymphatic  hu¬ 
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mours  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  inuf^ 

t 

cles,  and  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  gene¬ 
rally  terminates  this  difeafe,  by  uniting  it 
it  with  a  leucophlegmatia  aild  afcites.  Bleed¬ 
ing,  and  moiftening  reniedies  ufed  in  the 
beginning,  will  remove  the  difeafe  and  its 
confequences.  The  irritations  will  be  fooil 
calmed  and  fufpended,  and  the  cohfequent 
relaxation  will  proclaim  the  triumph  of  our 
art. 

Our  hypochondriac  male  patients  areliabld 
to  the  fame  complications,  and  require  the 
fame  treatment.  If  one  of  tliefe  patients 
happens  to  be  veiiereally  attacked,  with  what 
extraordinary  care  and  attention  ought  "he 
not  to  be  treated  !  Our  preparations  in  this 
cafe  fhould  be  more  extenfive  j  our  domeftic 
bathings  more  frequent;  whey,  chicken  broths 
fomentations  and  clyfters  mufl:  be  added,  to 
eounteradl  and  allay  the  commotion,  which 
mercurial  medicines  mufi;  necellarily  occa- 
fion ;  and  which,  in  that  refpedl,  are  diame¬ 
trically  oppofite  to  a  nervous  temperaments 
A  learned  profeflbr  of  medicine,  in  the 
iirtiverfity  of  Montpelier,  too  much  en¬ 
lightened  not  to  be  fenlible  of  the  danger¬ 
ous  elFeds  of  this  powerful  fpecilic,  teaches 

f 
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us,  by  his  pradlice,  (a)  not  only  the  method 
we  ought  to  purfue ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  general  errors  to  be  avoided.  We  have 
therefore,  nothing  to  add  to  a  method  no 
lefs  interefting  than  rational,  and  I  adopt  it 
with  the  more  confidence,  becaufe  a  contrary 
treatment  would  be  dangerous. 

Can  we  fuppofe  that  the  fcorbutic  compli¬ 
cated  'virus 'WiW  better  fiipport  the  efFeit  of 
acrid  antifcorbutics  ?  The  hemorrhages  be¬ 
come  more  confiderable,  a  fever  fucceeds,  and 
a  retraction  of  the  nerves  and  tendons,  obliges 
us,  very  foon,  to  abandon ^hofe  remedies,  and 
to  have  recourfe  to  other  afliftance.  In  this 
cafe,  acids  alone  may  fully  anfwer  our  pur- 
pofe  ;  and,  after  Dr.  Lind’s  example,  (b)  our 
whole  dependance  mull  be  on  vegetable  and 
diluting  regimen. 

The  king’s  evil  requires  no  lefs  caution, 
in  this  cafe,  attenuants  muft  be  combined 
w’ith  diluting  and  emollient  medicines; 
and,  if  by  this  method,  we  do  not  entirely 
corred  the  lympli,  we  are,  at  leafl,  certain 
of  not  increafing  the  evil,  by  deftroying 
the  folids,  the  general  confequence  of  indif- 
creet  practice. 

(  ')  Methode  de  guerir  la  <veroIe  par  M,  Haguemt, 

(b)  Traite  de  S  cor  but  ^  tranflated  from  the  Engllfh  of 
Dr.  Lind. 
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Even  the  gout,  in  a  nervous  fubjedt,  re¬ 
quires  a  particular  regimen.  Warm  fto- 
matics,  and  the  different  wines,  fo  highly 
extolled  by  fome  authors,  become  fuper- 
fluous,  not -to  fay  dangerous  ;  the  metefafts 
of  this  humour  being  more  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  on  account  of  the  ofcillation  of  the 
veffels,  if  we  do  not,  by  proper  remedies, 
diminifh  their  elafticity.  White  meats, 
affes’  milk,  whey,  and  a  total  abftinence 
from  wine,  will  prevent  the  fatal  effects  of 
this  extraneous  humour ;  and  I  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  affirm,  that  this  mode  of  proceeding 
will  totally  eradicate  the  difeafe,  if  timely 
applied. 

The  hypochondriac  cachexia  requires 
alfo  the  moff  attentive  treatment.  If  the 
fluids  fuperabound  in  this  conftitution,  it 
is,  becaufe,  as  there  are  fewer  veffels,  there 
are  alfo  fewer  intervals.  What  then  be¬ 
comes  of  thefe  fluids,  when  the  natural 
emonCtaries  deny  them  an  eafy  exit  ?  They 
are  neceflarily  diffufed  thro’  the  habit;  the 
fupervening  cachexia  of  this  conftitution, 
vflll  be  a  complication  of  fymptoms  of 
cachexia  and  melancholy.  Reiterated  pur¬ 
gatives,  and  violent  diuretics  are  generally 
oppofed  to  the  caufe  of  this  malady.  Ana- 

farca^ 
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farca^  leucophlegmatia^.)  and  qfcites,  which 
are  the  ufual  confequences  of  fuch  treat- 
ment,  will  very  foon  difcover  the  miftake  ; 
whereas,  fimple  whey,  or  fornetimes  a  little 
acidulated,  will  fubdue  the  difeafe  and  its 
confequences.  This  praSice  is  more  parti¬ 
cularly  applicable  to  the  town  of  Arles, 
.becaufe,  according  to  the  opinion  of  all  the 
phylicians  of  that  province,  the  drynefs 
,of  the  climate,  the  quality  of  the  food  of 
the  inhabitants,  that  of  the  air  which  they 
refpire,  all  contribute  to  the  drynefs  of 
our  fibres,  and  the  denfity  of  our  humours. 
Hence  the  difeafes  to  which  we  are  gene¬ 
rally  expofed  are  of  this  clafs.  M.  Ray¬ 
mond,  phyfician  at  Marfeilles,  proves  this 
faff.  I  have  had,  fays  he,  a  great  number 
of  dropfical  and  tympanitic  patients  at 
Marfeilles,  in  the  Hotel-dieu^  in  the  quar¬ 
ter  de  la  Mferlcorde^  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  city ;  and,  I  can,  with  truth,  affirm, 
that  I  never  difcovered  any  other  caufe  of 
thefe  difeafes,  than  heat  and  drynefs  ;  my 
patients,  therefore,  were  conftantly  relieved 
by  diluting  medicines ;  and,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  their  diforder  increafed  by  a  different 
treatment.  I  appeal  to  the  phyficians  of 
that  city.” 
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In  a  word,  where  fpafm  is  complicatcdi 
with  other  difeafes,  it  requires  fpecial  at¬ 
tention,  and  can  be  only  relieved  by  di¬ 
luting  remedies,  The.  following  cafes 
will,  I  hope,  prove  what  I  have  aflerted. 
Of  thefe  cafes,  I  fhall,  at  leaft,  furnifh  a 

t 

fuflicient  number  to  explain  the  fymptoms 
which  chara£terife  the  diforder  of  which 
I  am  writing.  The  firft  is  of  itfelf  fuffi- 
cient  to  eftabliih  my  fyftem ;  it  will  alfo 
fupport  the  reft,  as  I  am  particularly  in¬ 
debted  to  it  for  my  fuccefs. 


( 
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CHAP*  IV. 

^iyjlerical  Cafes^  attended  nvith  extraordinary 

WERE  it  neceffary,  in  this  place^ 
to  defcribe  the  hyfteric  affection, 
I  fhould  borrow  the  definition  already 
given  by  a  very  celebrated  author,  and  I 
might  truly  fay,  with  himj  that  under  the 
title  of  this  difeafe,  may  be  comprehended 
many  others.  Morbus  ille^,  aut  potius  mor^ 
horum  cohort^  quam  per  ‘uocem  affediiones 
hyjlericte  interpret  ant  ur  Hoeteres.  In  fhort* 
the  variety  of  its  fymptoms,  the  uncertain¬ 
ty  and  caprice  of  its  termination,  and  the 
difficulty  of  the  cure,  have  fo  much  afto- 
niffied  thofe  Who  have  attempted  to  in- 
vefiigate  the  iiaufe,  that  after  feveral  fuc- 
cefslefs  attempts,  they  are  obliged  to  be 
content  with  painting  the  difeafe  in  the 
different  colours  furniffied  by  a  variety  of 
authors.  All  thefe  difficulties  would  ftill 
fubfift,  and  the  diforder  in  queftion  would 
be  ftill  among  the  number  of  thofe  which 
admit  of  no  theory,  if  practical  obfervation 
had  not  fliewn  us  that  thefe  various  ap- 
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parently  irregular  phsnomena^  are  but  fo 
many  different  rays,  which  converge  in  one 
common  centre. 

Obrervation  is  the  only  guide  capable 
of  condudling  us  to  the  perfed:  knowledge 
of  difeafes  j  it  is  indeed  the  foie  founda- 
tion  of  rational  pradice,  and  of  the  art 
itfelf.  It  would  confequently  be  fuperflu- 
ous  to  am  life  ourfelves  with  vague  and 
borrowed  definitions,  the  infufficiency  of 
which  are  well  known.  Let  us,  therefore, 
attend  folely  to  experience,  which,  by  dif- 
covering  the  errors  we  ought  tO  avoid,  will 
naturally  lead  us  to  the  truth  which  we  are 
feeking. 

In  the  Gourfe  of  the  year  1744,  Mifs- 
Autheman,  about  nineteen,  years  of  age,  of  a 
bilious  and  fanguine  temperament,  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  violent  pain  in  the  great  toe 
of  her  light  foot,  which  deprived  her  both 
of  fleep  and  appetite.  This  pain  continued 
in  the  fame  degree  about  fix  weeks,  and 
then  increafm-g,  produced  a  fainting  fit, 
from  which,  by  means  of  cordial  medi¬ 
cines,  fhe  was-  with  difficulty  recovered. 
This  was  fucceeded  with  dreadful  convul- 
fions,  attended  with  very  fiogular  and  ter¬ 
rible  fymptonis.  If  you  pinched  any  part 
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of  her  body  ever  fo  flightly,  or  dropped 
upon  her  one  fingle  drop  of  water,  her 
diforder  immediately  increafed  to  a  very 
alarming  degree.  It  was  a  machine  en¬ 
tirely  out  of  order,  in  which  every  motion 
was  performed  by  fits  and  ftarts,  with  a 
degree  of  irregularity  which  may  be  eafier 
imagined  than  defcribed.  Bleeding,  in 
fome  degree,  reftrained  the  diforder,  but 
without  calming  the  agitation  of  the  rnind  : 
and  a  delirium^  with  a  hemiplegia  of  the 
right  fide  fupervened.  The  arm  was  im- 
moveably  bent-  upon  the  bread; ;  the  ab¬ 
domen,  the  entire  length  of  the  lenia  alba, 
was  confiderably  raifed ;  the  leg  and  thigh 
were  fir  etched  out  inflexibly.  She  con¬ 
tinued  eleven  days  in  this  fituation,  and  with¬ 
out  nouriihment,  the  jaw  and  the  tongue  ha¬ 
ving  partook  of  the  hemiplegia. 

Many  of  the  phyficians  aflembled  on  the 
occafion,  acknowledged,  that  her  diforder 
proceeded  from  the  tenfion  of  the  nerves, 
and  definty  of  the  fluids,  and  that  diluting 
medicines  were  plainly  indicated.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  bathing  was  ufed  with  fuccefs ; 
it  immediately  removed  the  delirium,  the 
fpitting  of  blood,  vomitting,  fuifocations, 
and  other  fymptoms  which  conftantly  at- 

D  4  tended 


tended  bleeding;  but  did  not  reftore  flexi¬ 
bility  to  the  limbs. 

It  was  very  difficult  for  a  young,  lively 
girl  to  perfevere  long  in  a  ftridt  regimen. 
She  was  therefore  fubjedl  to  frequent  pa- 
roxifms :  one  of  which  was  fo  violent, 
that  her  life  was  defpaired  of.  She  was 
feized  with  a  lethargic  ftupor  fo  exceffive, 
that  a  pin  thruft  deep  in  her  flefh  was 
not  felt.  The  ftrongeft  irritants  were  ap¬ 
plied  for  twelve  days  to  no  purpofe,  till  at 
laft,  the  brain  was  relieved,  and  the  caufe  re¬ 
moved,  by  a  thick,  black,  glutinous  hemor- 
hage  from  the  nofe.  The  heat  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  occafioned  by  fo  long  a 
privation  of  aliment,  ftripped  the  tongue  of 
its  fkin,  and  rendered  it  paralytic, 

,  Eight  whole  years  pafl'ed  in  frequent  re- 
lapfes.  It  was  neceflary  to  bleed  her  almofl 
every  month,  wffiich  conftantly  produced 
delirium^  and  the  mofl;  fhocking  convul- 
fions,  which  left  her  terribly  ihattered. 
In  this  melancholy  fituation,  Ihe  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  care.  The  talk  w^as  difficult, 
and  I  fhould  not  have  undertaken  it,  but 
that  I  was  animated  by  the  defire  of  Inftruc- 
tion,  and  the  fecret  hope  of  fuccefs,  which, 

neverthelcfs. 
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neverthelefs,  was  founded  rather  in  defire 
than  expeftation. 

An  ebullition  of  the  blood  which  gra¬ 
dually  increafed,  wdth  fpots  refembling  the 
ineafles,  attended  with  a  fever,  were  flrange 
fymptoms ;  but  fo  far  from  difheartening 
me  in  my  undertaking,  which  commenced 
the  6th  of  November,  1752,  that  I  was 
encouraged  thereby  to  redouble  my  atten¬ 
tion.  I  had  no  doubt  but  bleeding  would 
produce  a  calm,  and  that  it  would  prevent 
thofe  fuffocations  which  the  rarefaftion  of 
the  blood  feemed  to  threaten  ;  but  the  vein 
was  fcarcely  opened,  when  the  face  became 
entirely  convulfed,  and  every  part  of  the 
right  hde  inflexibly  fixed. 

Though  thefe  frightful  fymptoms  were  of 
lefs  confequence  than  thofe  which  were  pre- 
\Tnted  by  bleeding,  it  was,  neverthelefs,  ne- 
ceflary  they  fhould  be  appeafed.  I  had  re- 
courfe  to  domeftic  baths,  and  to  chicken  tea. 
The  rigour  of  the  feafon  did  not  deter  me 
from  profecuting  this  moiftening  diluting 
plan  :  and  I  was  right ;  for  fcarce  were  we 
arrived  at  the  twelfth  day,  when  we  heard  a 
violent  noife  in  the  bowels,  and  a  little  after, 
alfo  in  the  thigh,  like  the  crackling  of  dry 
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parchment,  or  like  that  of  the  joints  of  the 
fingers  when  fuddenly  ftretched,  but  louder. 
I  concluded,  that  this  noife,  fo  agreeable  to 
the  ears  of  a  phyfician,  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
proceeded  from  the  violent  and  fenfible  im- 
pulfe  of  the  blood,  forcing  its  way  into  the 
clofed  and  cornuous  veflels.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  impetuofity  of  the  blood  removed 
the  obftrudion  in  the  arm,  which,  at  that  in- 
flant,  ftruck  againft  the  fides  of  the  bathing 
veffel.  When  fhe  got  out  of  the  bath,  her 
belly,  thigh,  and  arm,  were  flexible,  though 
paralytic;  but  \ht  delirium  ^\\\  continued,  at¬ 
tended  with  circumftances  not  lefs  irregular 
than  the  hemiplegia.,  of  which  I  have  already 

I 

Her  countenance  was  fmiling,  her  humour 
agreeable ;  flie  thou’d  every  body  without 
diftindion,  and  having  loft  the  ufe  of  the 
right  arm  by  the  palfy,  Ihe  combed  with  the 
left,  and  embroidered  with  inconceivable  dex¬ 
terity  ;  nor  were  the  productions  of  her 
mind  lefs  aftonilhing  than  thofe  of  her  fin¬ 
gers.  She  repeated  verfes,  which,  tho’  her 
firft  eflays,  were  remarkable  for  her  vivacity 
and  delicacv. 

This  ingenious  delirium  was  periodical, 
but  returned  fometimes  irregularly.  In  her 

laft 
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laft  paroxlfm,  fhe  remembered  every  thing 
fhe  had  faid  or  done  in  the  preceding  de~^ 
lirium.  Her  memory  was  even  better  than, 
before  her  illnefs.  She  afked  for  her  pen, 
or  needle  and  thread,  to  finiih  what  fire 
had  before  fketched,  and  performed  every 
thing  with  a  natural  and  compofed  air, 
I  leave  the  trouble  of  expounding  thefe 
aflonifhing  and  various  effeds  to  the  phy- 
fiologifts,  who  will  alfo  determine,  whe¬ 
ther  poetical  enthuiiafm  be  not  a  fpecies 
of  delirium :  for  though  this  girl,  during  the 
paroxifm,  made  innumerable  verfes,  yet, 
when  in  health,  fhe  knew  nothing  of 
poetry. 

The  patient  continued  in  this  manner 
till  the  month  of  July;  which  being  re- 
markably  dry  and  hot,  produced  a  flrange 
effervefcence  in  the  blood,  and  caufed  a 
fymptom,  perhaps,  never  before  heard  of. 
The  blood  violently  rufhing  into  thofe 
veffels,  the  coats  of  which  were  contradled, 
burfl  with  impetuofity,  at  a  periodical 
time,  into  the  womb,  and  then,  fweating, 
as  it  were,  through  the  corners  of  the  eyes, 
the  cutaneous  pores  of  the  neck,  the  ear, 
the  nofe,  the  navel,  the  under  part  of  the 
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thigh,  and  the  foot,  all  on  the  paralytic 
fide ;  which  caufed  a  catelepfy. 

In  combating  this  hydra,  I  ufed  the 
fame  weapons,  though  with  greater  exertion* 
In  fhort,  by  means  of  white  diet,  of  ice, 
which  melted  in  her  mouth,  without  hep 
perceiving  the  cold,  bathing  for  ten  or 
twelve  hours  every  day,  during  ten  whole 
months ;  (this  term  will  not  appear  too 
long,  if  we  confider,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
nine  years,  there  had  been  but  fhort  in- 
tervals  between  the  parqxifms)  by  means, 
I  fay,  of  this  diluting,  moiftening  procefs, 
I  had  the  fatisfadtion  to  fee  her  convullions 
entirely  ceafe.  The  joints  of  her  rigid 
limbs  were  lefs  .  painful,  and  the  crackling 
of  the  meninges  difpelled  the  delirium. 
Nature  opprefl'ed,  relieved  herfelf  by  a  co¬ 
pious  difcharge  from  the  ftomach,  of  a! 
yellow  matter,  and  fleep,  which  narcotics 
had  not  been  able  to  procure,  returned. 
The  blood,  therefore,  had  loft  its  impe- 
tuofity;  but  its  denfity,  and  the  drynefs 
of  the  veftels,  wxre  yet  obftacles  to  the 
menftrual  difcharge.  At  this  critical  in- 
ftant,  I  plunged  my  patient  into  the  bath, 
in  confequence  of  which,  the  difcharge 
Vv'as  fo  copious,  as  to  tinge  the  water; 

The 
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The  powerful  melody  of  the  violin,  com^ 
pleated  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  brain,  the  eye,  the  jaw,  the 
ear,  and  the  nofe,  by  feveral  fmall  crack¬ 
lings,  and  the  violent  agitation  of  a  car¬ 
riage,  appropriated  to  the  purpofe,  recover¬ 
ed  the  ufe  of  her  paralytic  limbs,  and 
reftored  the  circulation  in  the  lower  belly, 
attended  with  the  fame  noifes,  though  more 
painful.  Thus  was  this  young  lady,  as 
if  miraculoufly,  reftored  to  her  former 
health. 

We  will  not,  however,  difguife  the 
truth;  but  frankly  confefs,  that  flie  en¬ 
joyed  her  former  ftate  of  health  for  one 
year  only,  which  feems  to  have  been  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  repofe  of  Nature,  to 
enable  her  the  better  to  fupport  a  frelh 
attack.  She  foon  became  a  prey  to  another 
malady,  which  the  delicacy  of  her  fex,  and 
her  own  natural  modefty,  rendered  very 
alarming.  It  was  a  fuppreflion  of  urine. 
Neceffity  obliged  her  to  apply  to  a  fur- 
geon,  to  fave  a  life,  which  flie  had  rather 
have  loft  a  thoufand  times,  The  catheter 
removed  the  danger,  but  not  the  caufe. 
Certain  extraneous  fubftances  prefenting 
themfelves  to  the  internal  orifice  of  the 

wethrUy 
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urethra^  caufed  this  difficulty.  The 
urine  became  turbid,  and  brought  with  it 
a  quantity  of  gravel,  and  bits  of  mem¬ 
brane  ;  her  pains  became  more  and  more 
fharp,  and  a  ftone  prefented  itfelf  in  the 
paffage.  What  agonies  !  what  torments  ! 
what  trials !  It  was,  however,  neceffary, 
to  help  Nature  with  every  affiflance  of  art. 
The  ftone,  at  length,  came  away,  enveloped 
in  a  cift.  It  was  of  the  fize  and  form  of  a 
wffiite  chefnut,  and  brought  with  it  pieces  of 
membranes,  and  a  large  quantity  of  grumous 
blood. 

Being  now  rid  of  this  evil,  ftie  thought 
herfelf  cured,  and  who  would  not  have 
been  of  the  fame  opinion  ?  The  pieces  of 
membrane,  like  bits  of  foaked  parchment, 
continued  to  feparate  with  flight  pains, 
and  daily  came  away  with  the  urine.  The 
right  fide  of  the  urethra  began  to  ftrip  in 
its  turn,  and,  at  laft,  came  away  entire, 
by  the  fame  channel.  The  pains,  and 
.  difficulty  of  making  water,  neverthelefs, 
continued  increafmg  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
at  laft,  the  paflage  was  again  entirely  ftopp- 
ed.  Alarmed  with  the  apprehenfion  of 
another  ftone,  we  had,  once  more,  recourfe 
to  the  catheter,  which  convinced  us,  that 


our 
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our  fears  were  groundlefs ;  but  a  fofter  fub- 
ftance,  v/hich  exadly  filled  the  paflage,  was 
equally  alarming.  I  no  longer  doubted 
that  the  internal  membrane  of  the  blad¬ 
der  was  entirely  detached,  and  gathered  in¬ 
to  this  place.  The  hardening  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  coat,  had  undoubtedly  rendered  this 
reparation  neceflary.  Was  it  not  the  fame 
cafe  with  the  internal  coat  of  the  inteftines, 
which  formerly  being  feparated,  came  away 
by  the  reBium  f  The  wfophogus,  the  trachia-, 
were  alfo  flripped,  and  the  membrane  came 
away,  either  by  vomitting,  or  expectora¬ 
tion. 

Being  thus  informed  of  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  bladder,  the  next  flep  was  to 
remedy  the  evil.  It  was  neceflary  to  aififl: 
Nature  in  the  expulfion,  and  injeCtion 
feemed  the  moft  obvious  means.  Having 
caufed  various  injections  to  be  compofed, 

I  tried  their  eS'eCt  on  the  pieces  of  mem¬ 
brane,  which  I  had  carefully  preferved, 
and  found  that  the  preference  was  due  to 
the  water  of  Baerge.  Thefe  injections 
were  frequently  repeated  during  three 
nights  and  days.  The  crifis  was  doubt¬ 
ful,  and  the  patient,  being  at  the  laft  ex¬ 
tremity,  ' 
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tremity,  I  was  obliged  to  have  recourie  to 
cordials,  and  Nature  triumphed  at  the  in- 
ftant,  when  hope  feemed  to  have  left  us. 
The  injedtion  detached  three  fungous  fub- 
flances,  which  were  formed  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  replications  of  the  internal  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  bladder,  and  with  them  the  in¬ 
ternal  membrane  of  the  fphindler,  which 
came  away  entire  in  fubftance  and  in  figure. 
A  furgeon-lithotomift  of  great  reputation, 
whole  profeffion  called  him  to  Arles,  after 
examining  thefe  membranes,  in  concert  with 
the  family-furgeon,  a  man  of  merit  and  great 
experience,  was  entirely  of  my  opinion.  He 
foon  difcovered  the  fphindler  and  the  inter¬ 
nal  coat  of  the  bladder.  The  patient  gradual¬ 
ly  recovered  her  health  and  ftrength,  which. 
|he  has  ever  fince  retained,  (a) 

(  i)  It  has  been  malicioufly  reported,  that  the  cure  of  MiTs 
Authemau  was  not  radical.  VvAthout  enquiring  into  the  mo¬ 
tives  for  iach  a  report,  I  iliall  content  myfelf  with  eflablilbing 
the  by  authentic  proot :  I  appeal  to  the  teflimony  of  the 
young  lady  herfelf,  and  her  family.  I  intreat  the  incredulous 
to  make  her  a  vifit ;  they  will  there  learn,  that  her  prefent  con¬ 
finement  is  owing  to  an  unlucky  fall.  Six  years  ago  Hie  dlflo- 
caied  her  thigh.  Three  times  they  endavoured  to  reduce  it> 
but  in  vain,  and  this  young  lady  is  condemned  to  pafs  the  re- 
xnainder  of  oer  life,  reclined  on  afofa.  This  ledentary  life  has 
occ<^iioneci  iornc  jnuoic.oce  in  the  priinse  vise,  which  have 
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•  What  a  triumph  for  the  art  of  medicine, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  what  an  indifputable 
proof  of  the  reality  of  my  hypothefis.  The 
hardening  of  the  fibres  will  be  no  longer 
contefted,  fince  we  have  now  ocular  demon- 
llration.  Anti-hyfteric  medicines  will  be  no 
longer  confidered  as  remedies  for  this  dif- 
eafe.  The  young  lady,  who  is  the  fubjedt 
of  thefe  obfervations,  will  atteft  that  they 
are  poifons ;  and  her  example  will  convince 
pofterity  of  the  efficacy  of  a  contrary  treat¬ 
ment. 

How  happy  w'ould  it  have  been  for  Mr. 
Tangier’s  patients,  had  he  been  timely  in¬ 
formed  of  this  cafe.  Mifs  Majot  would 
not  then  have  periffied  under  his  hands. 
The  two  phyficians  confulted,  were,  I  fup- 
pofe,  equally  ignorant  of  the  difcoveries 
which  I  have  related  concerning  the  cure 
of  hyfterical  difeafes.  My  firlt  effay  was 

two  putrid  fevers,  and  feveral  paroxifms,  of  a  ten  {ion  and  quar¬ 
tan  ague,  of  which  fhe  was  alfo  cured  by  the  ufual  means,  viz* 
bleeding,  emetics,  purgatives,  and  febrifuges ;  which  remedies 
would  certainly  have  revived  the  hyflerlc  fymptoms,  if  the  dif- 
eafe  had  not  been  totally  eradicated. 

To  thefe  irrefragable  proofs,  I  may  add,  that  the  attempts  to 
reduce  the  thigh,  produced  no  convuKion.  What  is  Hill  more, 
the  expulfion  of  a  Hone  by  the  urethra,  attended  with  inexprcf- 
fible  pain,  occafioned  no  return  of  her  original  complaint. 

E  publijffied 


publiflied  in  the  year  1760,  and  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  a  fuccinet  account  of  the  dif-, 
order  and  death  of  Mifs  Majot,  was  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  ‘Journal  de  Medicine.  I  fhall- 
tranfcribe  it  literally,;  and  then,  by  com¬ 
paring  the  two  cafes,  one  may  judge  of 
the  different  pradice  of  phyficians» 

An  Account  of  a  fpajmod'ic  Cafe.,  in  ‘which  the- 
Patient  was  bled  Three  Hundred  Times.,  du~ 
ring  the  Space  of  Twoo  Tears  and  Tnvo 
Months  ;  related  by  Mr.  Laugier,  HoTtor  of 
Phyftc  at  Pellifane  in  Provence. 

“  THE  defer iption  of  this  cafe  prefents  us 
with  two  diftindlchar  afters,  though,  in  many 
refpefts,  very  much  alike.^  A  concatination. 
of  the  moft  contradiftory  fymptoms,  fre¬ 
quently  confounding  each  other,  has  not  pre¬ 
vented  us  from  penetrating  into  their  real' 
fource,  and  confidering  the  whole  as  an  hyf- 
terical  epilepfy,  which,  having  been,  for  fome 
time,  neglected,  was  the  more  alarming  and 
obftinate. 

About  the  beginning  of  September  1758,. 
Mifs  Majot  of  S.  Maximin,  in  Provence,, 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  of  a  fanguine  and 
atrabilious  confiitution,  agreeable,  good 
humoured  and  fprightly,  being  with  fome 

relations- 
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rdations  at  Pellifane,  an  unexpected  fright 
caiifed  a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  menfes. 
The  fourth  of  the  fame  month,  flie  had  a 
moft  violent  epileptic  fit,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  two  others  equally  ftrong.  The 
fame  day,  was  perceived,  convulfive  motions, 
frothing  at  the  mouth,  violent  agitation,  dif- 
tortion  of  the  lips,  and  of  all  her  limbs  ;  the 
next  day,  the  complained  of  painful  oppref- 
fion,  alarming  fuffocation,  and  conftant  la¬ 
bouring  of  the  thorax.  A  few  days  after, 
Mr.  Barthone  of  Salon,  was  fent  for,  a  man 
very  muchefteemed  for  his  worth,  and  know¬ 
ledge,  to  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for 
the  particulars  of  the  commencement  of  this 
diieafe.  When  the  doCtor  came,  he  found 
her  in  the  interval,  between  the  paroxifms,  fo 
placid  andcompofed,  that  he  could  hardly  be 
perfuaded  Ihe  was  the  objeCt  of  his  journey. 
But  he  did  not  long  enjoy  his  agreeable  mif- 
take,  for  v^^hile  reflecting  on  what  he  had  juft 
heard,  Ihe  was  feized  with  one  of  the  moft 
violent  attacks,-  attended  with  ftill  greater 
agitation,  the  moft  irregular  emotions,  fpaf- 
modic  contractions,  ■  fuffocating  opprelTion, 
and  frothing  at  the  mouth.  He  concluded 
immediately,  that  there  was  a  mixture  of  epi- 
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lepfy  withhyfterics,  for  which  reafon,  to  begia 
with  the  moft  alarming  fymptom,  he  ordered 
many  repeated  bleedings  in  a  very  fhort 
time.  The  patient  recovered  her  fenfes, 
and  the  ufe  of  her  reafon.  This  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  taken  to  adminifter  the  facraments. 
She  was  then  purged  and  vomited.  Thefs 
attacks  continued  with  very  little  variation, 
and  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  at  the  expiration 
of  eight  days,  her  flupor  refembled  death. 
Blifters  were  applied,  but  to  as  little  purpofe. 

Bathing,  anti-epileptics,  flight  aperatives, 
and  cephalics  were  propofed,  and  in  fome 
meafure  begun ;  but  the  unfteadinefs  and  oh- 

ftinacy  of  the  patient,  rendered  them  all  in- 

/ 

effedlual.  Mr.  Joannis  of  Aix,  a  phyfician  of 
great  reputation,  and  many  others,  were  con- 
fulted  on  the  occafion ;  hut  for  the  fame 
'  reafon,  all  their  endeavours  were  ufelefs ;  all 
this  happened  in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix 
months.  The  firfl;  of  April  1 759,  I  began 
-  my  attendance  upon  this  young  lady ;  I  found 
her  fitting  up  in  her  bed,  with  an  eafy  and 
'  compofed  air,  fliewing  no  other  figns  of  ill- 
nefs,  than  a  face  rather  paler  than  ordinary; 
in  other  refpeds,  neither  altered  nor  emaci¬ 
ated. 
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ated.  Her  eyes  were  lively  and  animated, 
even  to  vivacity,  which  feemed  to  belye  her 
fituation,  fhe  was  in  tolerable  good  cafe, 
ftrong,  vigorous,  and  elaftic,  which  might 
naturally  be  fuppofed,  from  her  having  been 
able  to  fupport  the  many  attacks,  and  to 
overcome  the  violent  and  repeated  agitation 
which  fhe  had  experienced.  Her  pulfe  was’ 
full,  quick,  and  free,  her  hand  very  hot, 
and  the  fkin  of  her  arm  a  little  moift.  I 
was,  in  general,  informed  of  what  had 
been  done,  and,  whilft  ruminating  upon 
what  I  had  heard,  the  patient,  as  if  unwilling 
that  I  ihould  determine  her  cafe  by  my  own 
reflections  only,  gave  me  ocular  demonftra- 
tion.  I  now  became  fpeClator  of  one  of  her 
paroxifms,  when  it  was  leafl;  expeCled; 
flie  fliut  her  eyes,  bowed  her  head,  and 
dropped  on  the  pillow ;  ftretched  out  her 
arms,  clenched  her  fifls, .  and  loft  all  fenfa- 
■tion.  Her  refpiration  was  lefs  quick,  but 
her  pulfe  kept  up,  and  infenfibly  rofe  rather, 
than  funk.  Hitherto,  I  took  this  fit,  which 
lafted  only  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
for  nothing  more  than  an  hyfteric  pa- 
roxifm.  When  Ihe  came  to.  herfelf,  the 
feemed  very  compofed,  and  as  if  but  juft 

E  3  awoke  %. 
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awoke;  flae  would  fometimes  prepare  her 
company,  and  bid  them  farewell,  in  a  jo-  ■ 
cular  manner.  Whenever  any  body  came 
into  the  room,  whom  (he  was  not  iifed  to  fee 
every  day,  and  who  made  a  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  impreffion  on  her  mind,  ilie  fell  in¬ 
to  one  of  her  paroxifms,  which  feldom  con¬ 
tinued  longer,  than  feven  or  eight  minutes, 
but  which,  at  other  times,  returned  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  day,  and  lafted  longer. 

I  was  defired  to  take  notice,  that .  die  had 
a  confirmed  hereditary  thifis,  that  ftie  re- 
liihed  nothing  but  high  feafoned  meats, 
and  made-diflies.  I  returned  the  next  day, 
and  having  made  many  refledlions  on  this 
extraordinary  diforder,  I  conceived,  that  I 
had  to  encounter  a  dijlurhed  brain-,  a  blood 
Jharp,  dry,  and  fizy ;  a  nervous  fyjlem  cor- 
nuous’,  obfirudied ;  its  motion  irregular,  and 
its  tubes  rudely  harrovced  by  an  acid  fluid ; 
all  which  plainly  indicated,  on  account  of 
her  delicate  conftitution,  the  flightefl  apera-- 
tives,fledatives,  moiflners,  diluters,-  and  bal~ 
flamics.  -  To  this  purpofe  I  ordered  the 
country  air,  bathing,-  milk  whey,  chicken 
or  turtle  broth  and  creams;  at  one  time,  ad¬ 
ding  anti-epileptics,  at  another,  anti-hy- 
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Clerics,  fuch  as  poudre  de  guttete,  powder 
of  caftor,  and  others  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
hut,  of  all  thefe,  milk  only  was  adminifter- 
«d,  which  was  folely  continued  to  the  end, 
and  which,  for  fome  time.,  conllituted  her  on- 
nourifhment. 

The  favourable  feafon  of  the  year,  aided 
by  a  milk  diet,  gradually  rendered  her  pa- 
Toxifms  lefs  frequent ;  fo  that  flie  was  able 
to  rife,  drefs  herfelf,  and  fit  in  a  chair ;  in 
which  fituation  I  once  found  her  tolerably 
eafy,  though  her  refpiration  was  fomewhat 
difficult.  Thus  ffie  continued  for  fome  days, 
till,  by  imprudently  expofing  herfelf  at  a 
window,  in  order  to  fee  a  proceffion,  ffie  was 
again  attacked  by  her  former  difeafe.  She 
was,  foon  after,  thrown  into  a  violent  fit  of 
paffion,  by  being  reproached  for  her  im¬ 
prudence,  Being  naturally  extremely  ir¬ 
ritable,  this  paffion  caufed  fo  exceffivea  com- 
tnotion,  that  her  fits  returned  with  great  vio- 
?ience,  and  were  attended  with  fuch  a  fu'ffo- 
cation,  that  we  thought  her  life  in  danger. 

Things  remained  in  this  fituation  til 
the  middle  of  fummer,  about  which  time, 
ffie  often  continued  two  whole  days,  and 
fometimes  longer,  in  a  cataleptic  fiate; 
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motionlefs,  and  as  if  in  a  fwoon,  except  that 
her  pulfe  was  perceptible.  In  thefe  parox- 
ifms,  fhe  was  cold,  and  her  face  of  a  pale, 
livid,  deadly  colour;  her  refpiration  deep, 
and  fo  imperceptible  as  fcarce  to  move 
the  flame  of  a  candle.  Her  pulfe  was  weaker 

f 

and  more  concentrated  than  ufual.  After 
thefe  paroxifms,  which  fhe  had  in  the  months 
of  July  and  Auguft,  fhe  appeared  quite  fhat- 
tered,  which  was  not  the  cafe  after  thofe 
which  were  Amply  hyfterical. 

Doubtlefs  the  reader  hath  perceived,  that 
the  epileptic  fymptoms,  which,  at  firfl,  ap¬ 
peared  with  fuch  violence,  became  latterly 
lefs  frequent,  and  fomewhat  different;  no 
convulfions,  fpafms,  nor  frothing  at  the 
mouth,  at  leaf!:,  very  feldom.  At  prefent,  an 
acute,  quick,  and  piercing  pain  in  her  head, 
throws  her  into  the  moftfurprifmg  agitations. 
In  the  height  of  her  pain,  fhe  defires  to  have 
her  head  girt  and  bound  extremely  tight, 
from  which  fhe  fancies  fhe  receives  fome  lit¬ 
tle  relief.  She  refts  her  head  on  a  cufhion, 
on  which  fhe  thumps  hard,  and  throws  her- 
felf  repeatedly.  The  compreflion  of  that 
fide  of  the  brain,  being  arrived  at  its  greateft 
height,  it  extends  its  influence  even  to  the 

fource 
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fource  of  the  organs  of  motion  and  of  the 
fenfes  ;  and  thus,  the  patient  immediately  be- 
comea  motion! efs  for  fome  minutes,  and  re¬ 
covers  her  reafon  only  to  be  fenfible  of  fuffo- 
cation. 

In  this  cafe  it  is  difficult  for  the  human 
mind  to  conceive,  how  the  poor  patient 
could  poffibly  undergo  fuch  terrible  fatigue, 
without  expiring  a  thoufand  times.  She 
fometimes,  when  her  fit,  which  generally 
lafted  for  about  half  an  hour,  was  at  the 
height,  fprung  two  feet  above  the  bed.  Her 
fituation  was  fo  painful,  fatiguing,  and  af- 
fedling,  that  thofe  who  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
main  with  her,  could  fcarce  fupport  it.  In 
fuch  a  ftate  of  danger  and  diftrefs  what  was 
to  be  done  ?  Palliatives  were  the  only  reme¬ 
dies  indicated,  and  thofe  afforded  but  a  mo¬ 
mentary  relief. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  ffie 
was  accuftomed  to  be  let  blood  in  the  arm, 
and  this  was  continued  even  to  the  laft. 
However  blameable  this  practice,  which 
was  greatly  condemned  by  all  the  phyfi- 
cians  who  were  confulted,  it  was,  never- 
thelefs,  purfued.  When  eafy,  the  patient 
confented  not  to  be  let  blood,  but  when 
the  paroxifm  returned,  flie  would  fire  the 

houfe 
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iioufe  if  they  refufed  to  bleed  her :  ilie  de¬ 
clared,  ihe  would  herfelf  open  a  vein  either 
with  her  teeth  or  a  knife,  if  fhe  could 
fiot  have  it  done  otherwife.  One  .might  ea- 
fily  have  prevented  all  confequences,  if  the 
furgeoii  who  vifited  her,  had  complied  with 
the  phyftcians,  who  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  him  of  the  danger  of  the  abufe  of  this 
pradtice,  which  ferved  only  to  confirm  thedif- 
eafe,  and  render  it  incurable,  A  ridiculous 
ignorance,  fupported  by  great  prefumption,  a 
culpable  weaknefs,  an  improper  complai- 
fance,  and  perliaps  motives  of  another  na¬ 
ture,  were  more  powerful  than  either  his 
confideration  for  the  patient,  or  his  own  du¬ 
ty.  It  is  very  true,  that  the  patient  appeared 
better  after  bleeding ;  but,  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  it  was  necefl'ary  to  bleed  again.  This 
was  the  cafe  for  a  certain  time,  ahnofi;  every 
night,  and  the  next  day  it  was  repeated. 

Her  blood  was  diflblved,  ferous,  with  a 
yellovrillr  fediment,  and  mixed  with  a  very 
fmall  proportion  of  coagulum.  I  often  re- 
monftrated  with  the  patient,  on  the  difad- 
vantage  of  fuch  frequent  bleedings,  which 
only  ferved  to  ruin  her  conftltution,  and, 
coafequently,  add  llrength  to  the  difeafe. 


If  flie  was  determined  to  be  bled,  I  told 
her  ibe  fhould  rather  be  bled  in  the  foot, 
which  might  give  her  the  relief  fhe  ex¬ 
pected,  and  caufc  a  revulfion  that  would 
alfo  relieve  her  head  and  breaft,  if  it  were 
now  poffible.  She  confented,  and  it  was 
accordingly  executed  with  fome  degree  of 
fuccefs,  and  to  the  fatisfaClion  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  as  it  prevented  the  paroxifm  of  the 
day ;  but  whether  this  was  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  the  phlebotomift,  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  found  more  difficulty  in  the  ope¬ 
ration!  know  not,  but  during  the  whole  time 
of  my  attendance,  it  was  never  done  more 
than  three  or  four  times. 

When  the  patient  recovered  from  her 
fuffocation,  finding  great  heat  in  her  throat, 
and  eagerly  alking  for  drink,  they  gave 
her  water  mixed  with  fyrup  of  capillaire. 
As  file  flept  very  unquiet,  almoft  the 
whole  time  of  her  illnefs,  they  gave  her 
fyrup  of  white  poppies ;  which,  as  it  muft 
neceffarily  hurt  her  breaft,  on  account  of  the 
fuffocation,  wffien  all  narcotics  are  impro¬ 
per,  and  as  the  conftant  ufe  of  fugar  would 
moft  certainly  injure  the  body,  I  at  laft 
fucceeded  in  having  them  ciifcontinued. 
For,  with  regard  to  this  patient,  it  muft  be 

obierved. 
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obferved,  that  the  phyfician  was  only  no¬ 
minal,  and  had  frequently  the  mortification 
to  find  his  prefcriptions  entirely  negledled. 
(a)  With  regard  to  her  regimen,  it  was 
to  no  purpofe  to  prohibit  high-feafoned 
food.  She  would  eat  nothing  but  ham, 
fait  herrings,  faufages,  and  the  like.  Her. 
liquor  was  white  wine,  of  which  fhe  drank 
an  amazing  quantity.  She  alfo  drank  cin¬ 
namon-water  burnt  with  fugar  very  fre¬ 
quently.  It  was  in  vain  to  reprefent  the 
danger  to  which  fhe  expofed  herfelf ;  her 
paflions  got  the  better  of  her  reafon. 
Her  bowels  were  fo  much  injured  by  this 
fort  of  diet,  that  it  is  not  much  to  be 
wondered  at  that  fhe  was  a  week,  and 
fometimes  a  fortnight  without  going  to 
ftool,  to  which  her  want  of  exercife,  pro¬ 
bably,  did  not  a  little  contribute.  There 
never  was  any  thing  particular  in  her  urine, 
except  that  it  was  generally  crude,  though- 
naturally  fomewhat  of  a  lemon  colour. 

(aj  The  obflinacy  of  the  patient  is,  in  fuch  cafes,  a  very. bad 
excufe  for  the  phyfician,  whofe  timidity  is  generally  the  caufe 
of  this  perverfenefs.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  it  is  more 
prudent  to  abandon  the  patient  to  her  unhappy  fate,  than  hy 
an  ill-timed  complaifance,  to  bring  the  fufiiclency  of  our  art 
in  queftion. 

Her 
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Her  legs  were  quite  emaciated  and  relaxed. 

In  fpite  of  all  her  fufferings  fhe  was  al¬ 
ways  cheerful,  and  even  droll  during  the 
intervals  of  her  fuffocations  and  head-ach  ; 
which,  for  the  laft  year,  became  periodical, 
that  is  to  fay,  every  other  night.  As  this 
.was  always  the  moft  critical  time,  except 
after  having  been  let  blood  in  the  foot, 
which  delayed  the  paroxifm  for  one  day,  as 
I  have  already  faid;  fo  during  the  whole 
■  time  of  my  attendance,  I  found  her  in  a 
continued  fever,  which  became  habitual. 
The  hot  fit  continued  during  the  day, 
,and  going  off  towards  night,  £he  became 

eold  as  ice  till  the  morning.  In  this  man- 

\ 

ner  fhe  went  on,  without  the  leaf!  varia- 
'tidn. 

One  of  the  particularities  of  this  cafe 
-was,  that  her  window,  which,  during  the 
fummer,  was  kept  half  fhut,  being  clofed 
or  opened  more  than  ufual,  fhe  immediate¬ 
ly  fainted  away.  This  was  doubtlefs, 
occafioned  by  the  different  erfedb  of  air 
and  light  upon  her  nerves,  (a)  If  at  any 

(a)  I  once  knew  an  hyilerical  patient  who  lived  many  years 
in  a  dark  chamber,  the  retina  of  her  eyes  being  too  irritable  to 
fiipport  the  leah:  glimpfe  of  light.  Her  phylicians  conftantly 
prefcribed  hot  medicines. 

time 
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time  fhe  was  moved  ever  fo  little  from 
the  part  of  the  bed  in  which  fhe  ufually 
lay,  fhe  became  motionlefs.  I  once  at¬ 
tempted  to  adminifter  the  pedeluvium,  with 
an  intention  to  relieve  her  head ;  but  before 
I  could  have  her  removed  to  the  bed-fide  for 
that  purpofe,  Ihe  fell  into  one  of  her  pa- 
roxifms. 

Though  in  general  her  appetite  was 
rather  voracious,  and  her  food  improper, 
I  have  known  her,  after  the  paroxifm,  re¬ 
main  two  days  without  eating.  She  drank 
indeed  pretty  plentifully  of  milk,  without 
which  fhe  could  not  pofhbly  have  lived. 
When  fhe  came  out  of  her  fit,  fhe  opened 
her  eyes  immediately,  but  was  fome  mi¬ 
nutes  before  fhe  faw,  or  recovered  her 
fenfes.  Any  voice  that  was  too  loud,  or 
too  long  continued,  gave  her  pain.  It  of¬ 
ten  happened  that  her  head-ach  brought 
on  a  fingular  fpecies  of  delirium,  which 
fometimes  continued  twenty-four  hours, 
.during  which  time  fhe  talked  very  inco¬ 
herently,  and  ufed  frequently  to  rub  her 
forehead  backward  and  forward  with  her 
hand,  as  if  flie  meant  to  tear  away  the 
caufe  of  her  diforder.  In  the  midfi;  of  her 
fuffocation,  not  being  able  to  fpeak,  fhe 

pointed 
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pointed  to  the  bend  of  her  arm,  to  fignify 
her  defire  of  being  bled  ;  and  if  k  was 
not  immediately  complied  with,  fhe  was 
highly  offended  with  the  furgeon*  If 
during  the  fit  fhe  became  eataleptic,  fhe 
continued  to  the  end,  precifely  in  the  fame 
attitude  in  which  fhe  happened  to  be  when 
it  began.  Whether  fhe  was  fitting,  or 
firetched  upon  her  bed,  one  arm  perpen¬ 
dicularly  extended  with  any  thing  in  her 
hand,  her  head  raifed  or  reclined,  her  legs 
bent,  or  otheiwife,  there  w^as  not  the  ieaft 
alteration  in  her  pofition  fo  long  .a,s  the 
fit  continued.  It  often  happened  that  fhe 
was  feized  whilfl  talking,  and  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  -a  word,  which  fhe  never  failed  to 
finifh  when  the  fit  went  off.  There  was 
fomething  fo  engaging  in  her  manner,  fo 
ehearful  and  agreeable  in  her  converfation, 
that  every  one  vras  fond  of  her  company. 
If  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  fhe  was 
taken  with  a  fit  before  the  fubjeft  was 
finally  difcuffed,  fhe  refumed  the  topic 
as  foon  as  fhe  recovered.  Vv'^hen  in  a  ca¬ 
taleptic  ftate,  if  you  touched  the  back 
of  her  hand,  or  one  of  her  toes,  fhe  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  move  her  head,  which 


conti 
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continued  fliaking  while  the  part,  was 
touched. 

Very  frequently,  and  with  little  trouble, 
Ihe  fpit  up  clots  of  blood  into  her  hand¬ 
kerchief.  The  indolent  Hate  of  her  bowels 
producing  a  ftool  but  once  a  week  or 
fortnight,  (as  we  have  already  faid,)  fre¬ 
quently  obliged  her  to  have  recourfe  to 
purgatives ;  but  this  did  not  render  her 
ftools  a  bit  more  regular,  (a)  Towards  the 
end  of  her  diforder,  her  blood  had  fcarce 
any  confiftence  or  natural  colour,  being 
yellow  and  pale,  rather  than  red.  This 
ftrange  head-ach  and  fuftocation,  as  we  have 
before  obferved,  became  periodical,  though 
it  fometimes  varied  its  intervals;  upon 
the  whole,  it  continued  always  in  the  fame 
ftate,  from  the  end  of  the  year  1759  to  the 
year  1 760., 

At  length,  in  the  latter  end  of  October, 
our  poor  martyr  was  feized  with  the  moft 

y 

1 

(a)  “  If  you  would  attempt  to  relieve  an  habitual  confti- 
pation  by  means  of  purgatives,  you  do  not  affill  nature, 
but  rather  confirm  her  in  her  error ;  becaufe,  by  thus  en- 
“  creafing  the  heat,  which  hardens  the  foeces,  and  alfo  the 
“  rigidity  of  the  fibres  of  the  intefiines,  which  deprives  them 
of  their  fupplenefs  and  elailiclty,  you  muH  necelTarily  en- 
“  creafe  the  evil. 

iharp 
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iharp  and  cutting  pains  in  her  belly,  which 
made  her  conflantly  cry  out,  and  make 
bitter  complaints.  Her  gums,  her  mouth, 
and  her  lips  grew  black.  From  this  hate 
fhe  fell  into  a  lethargic  deep,  which  lafted 
till  the  firft  of  November  1760,  when, 
withotit  much  ftruggle,  Ihe  breathed  her 
laft. 

It  is  aftonilhing,  that  this  yonng  he¬ 
roine,  after  fo  many  bleedings^  violent 
lliocks,  dangerous  moments,  being  fome- 
times  whole  days  without  eating,  and  gene¬ 
rally  living  upon  unwholefome  food,  was 
not  more  emaciated.  This  may  be  attribu¬ 
ted  to  her  having  taken  very  little  exercife, 
and  the  confequent  parfimonious  diffipation 
of  the  aliment  fhe  took. 

The  confideration  of  this  extraordinary 
cafe,  were  fufficient  to  amaze  the  human 
underftanding,  if  examples  of  this  infinite 
and  capricious  variety  of  fymptoiiis,  in  ner¬ 
vous  and  fpafmodic  difeafes  were,  not  daily 

before  us.  And  what  is  mod  remarkable 

'*  * 

is,  that  though  thefe  fymptoms  are  ftriking 
and  frightful,  neverthelefs,  though  they  are 
generally  obifinate  they  are  lead  dangerous. 
The  patient  in  quedion,  is  a  ftrong  indance 

F  of 
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of  the  truth  of  this  aflertion :  fhe  died  of 
a  diforder  totally  different  from  that  which 
feemed  every  inftant  to  threaten  deftruc- 
tion ;  for  if  we  had  been  fuffered  to  open 
the  body,  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt,  that 
we  fhould  have  found  her  bowels  gan¬ 
grenous  or  fcorbutic.  The  blacknefs  of 
the  whole  mouth  and  lips,  and  the  violent 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  before  het  death, 
confirms  this  opinion.  A  ridiculous  pre¬ 
judice,  the  want  of  ufe,  a  miflaken  de¬ 
licacy,  and  the  total  ignorance  of  its  be¬ 
nefit  to  the  living,  renders  the  opening 
of  dead  bodies  very  uncommon  in  this> 
country.  Indeed,  the  general  difficulty  of 
obtaining  permiffion,m  fuch  cafes,  prevented 
the  requeft. 

As  to  the  original  caufe  of  this  difeafe, 
k  is  not  furprifing,  that  the  reflux  of  the 
merjes^  being  firft  thrown  upon  the  brain,, 
Ilrould,  by  comprefling  it,  produce  ob~ 
ftrudlions.  Thefe  obftrudions  then,  which 
were  alternately  removed  and  renewed,  muft 
infallibly,  by  affeding  the  origin  of  the 
nerves,  difturb  the  mechanifm  of  the  parts 
to  which  they  extend. 

As  there  is  no  difeafe  more  frequent 

and 
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and  univerfal  in  this  country,  than  this 
hyfterical  epilepfy,  it  muft  neceffarily  be¬ 
come  obftinate,  and  increafe  daily,  be- 
caufe,  for  want  of  attention,  it  is  confi- 
dered  as  merely  hyfterical,  and  treated  ac¬ 
cordingly.  Sooner  or  later,  they  have 
reafon  to  be  forry  for  their  miflake.  It 
alfo  frequently  happens,  that  we  are  not 
Gonfulted  in  time ;  for  the  fimple  hyfte- 
rical  affeftion,  will  fometimes  rapidly  ac¬ 
cumulate  the  epilepfy.  '  For  this  reafon, 
the  good  of  mankind,  the  credit  of  our  art, 
require  the  utmoft  exertion  of  our  endea¬ 
vours  to  difcover  a  general  and  more  certain 
method  of  cure ;  and  this  can  only  be  done 
by  an  accurate  and  faithful  hiftory  of  the 
difeafe.  For  this  reafon,  I  was  impatient  to 
contribute  my  mite,  by  an  immediate  nar¬ 
rative  of  the  above  cafe.” 

Such  is  the  tragical  picture  of  an  hyfte- 
rical  difeafe.  The  attending  phyficians, 
as  well  as  thofe  who  were  occafionally  con- 
fulted,  are  no  more  refponfible  for  the  death 
of  this  young  lady,  than  the  furgeon  who 
was  innocently  her  executioner;  becaufe 
they  all  purfued  the  common  rotine  of 

f  2  practice  | 
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pradtice.  Let  this  example,  however,  teach 
us  to  avoid  fo  dangerous  a  road,  and  prompt 
us  to  attempt  the  difcovery  of  one  more 
fafe.  The  inefficacy  of  the  remedies  apply- 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  Mifs  Majot’s  difor- 
cler,.  gave  Mr.  Tangier  a  juft  idea  of  her  cafe, 
and  the  indications  which  he  eftablifhed,  were 
precifely  conformable  to  that  which  I  fo  for¬ 
tunately  purfued  with  my  patient  ;  his  in¬ 
tention,  like  mine,  being  to  combat  a  difiirhed 
hrain,  a  blood  Jharp,  dry  and  fizy,  a  nervous 
fyfem,  cornuous,  ohfrudied,  its  motion  irregu¬ 
lar,  and  its  tubes  rudely  harrowed  by  an  acrid 
fluid',  which,  as  he  obferved,  plainly  indi¬ 
cated  the  fight  efl  aperatives,fedatives,  moif- 
ners,  diluters  and  halfamics.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  moft  phyficians  know  the  enemy  they 
have  to  combat,  but  the  general  mif- 
take  lies  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  reme¬ 
dies. 

Macerating,  diluting  medicines  will  al¬ 
ways  be  confidered  as  fpeclfic  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  and,  in  a  methodical  courfe,  are  always 
ufed  in  their  turn;  but  the  intervals  are 
infallibly  occupied  by  purgatives  and  the 
moft  powerfuLantifpafmodics,  the  fatal  ef- 
fe£ts  of  which  render  the  difeafe  incurable. 
Is  it  then  wonderful  that  this  diforder  de¬ 
generated 
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generated  into  a  confirmed  fcorbutic  diathe- 
fis?  Such  repeated  bleedings,  fo  many  pur¬ 
gatives,  and  other  irritating  methods  equal¬ 
ly  prejudicial  to  the  ferous  and  ballamic 
parts  of  the  blood  and  juices,  foon  rendered 
them  unfit  for  circulation.  ,  They  became 
thick  and  acrimonious,  and  produced  the 
fcorbutic  difeafe,  which  terminated  in  the 
death  of  the  poor  patient,  who  like  many 
others,  fell  a  lacrifice  to  this  ruinous  prac-  ' 
tice. 

Amongft  the  number  who  have  periflied 
in  the  fame  manner,  I  fliall  inftance  one 
only,  whofe  cafe  very  much  refembles  Mifs 
Majot’s.  She  was  wife  to  a  procureur  of 
Arles,  (a)  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  had  been 
fubjedl  to  hyfterical  complaints  from  the 
firfl  year  of  her  marriage.  She  was  always 
indulged  with  cordials  and  elixirs  of  every 
kind,  without  which  fire  fuppofed  fhe  could 
not  exifi; ;  nor  was  fire  more  fparing  of  the 
hungary-water  and  V eau  fans  parelUe^  AA^  hich 
fhe  drank  as  often  as  Ihe  fmelt  to  them. 
The  moll:  remarkable  fymptom  of  lier  dif¬ 
eafe  was  a  continued  and  dead  pain,  which, 
Ihe  faid,  moved  from  place  to  place  in  her 

(a)  Madcmoifelle  Deville. 

F  3 
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inteftines,  and  fometimes  rofe  as  high  as  the 
neck  and  throat;  attended  with  a  tightnefs, 
which  gave  her  much  pain  in  fwallowing, 
and  fometimes  fhe  even  breathed  with  fo 
much  difficulty,  that  fhe  was  every  moment 
apprehenfive  of  being  choaked.  This  pain 
was  more  or  lefs  violent  according  to  the  po- 
fition‘of  her  body ;  for  when  flie  raifed  her 
head,  which  fhe  was  forced  to  keep  reclined 
on  her  bofora,  ever  fo  little,  the  pain  became 
infupportable,  and  fhe  was  relieved  only  by 
a  noife  in  her  ftomach,  flill  more  painful 
while  it  continued.  This  obliged  her  to 
refume  her  former  bent  pofition  as  quick  as 
po'ffible.  (a)  In  this  melancholy  fituation  flie 
lay-in  twice,  and  had  afterwards  feveral 
mifcarriages,  attended  with  the  moft  im¬ 
moderate  evacuations,  which  at  laft  termi- 
nated  in  a  confirmed  fcorbutic  dlathefis. 
She  loft  her  teeth  and  gums,  and  then  died 
at  the  age  of  25,  having  kept  her  bed  two 

(a)  This  fymptom  fufficiently  evinces  the  reality  of  my 
comparilbn,  as  it  perfebily  difeovers  the  cornuofity  of  the 
ftomach  and  inteftinal  canal,  which  in  this  cafe  was  fo  ex¬ 
treme,  as  not  to  bear  the  leaft  extenfion  by  the  mufcles  of 
the  neck  and  thorax.  The  noife  occafioned  by  this  forced 
extenfion,  exaftly  refembling  the  ftretching  cf  dried 
parchnieiit* 


whole 
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whole  years,  and  was  cornuous  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  extend  her 
contradled  body  and  limbs,  even  the  leaft 
part  of  an  inch. 

Mifs  Majot’s  three  hundred  bleedings,  and 
my  patient’s  confiderable  hemorrhages,  con- 
flitute  the  outlines  of  the  hiftory  of  thefe 
two  cafes.  The  elixirs  which  the  one  was 
continually  drinking,  and  the  white  wine 
and  cinnamon  water,  which  was  'the  com¬ 
mon  beverage  of  the  other,  fo  perfeGly 
agree,  that  the  fame  difeafe  by  which  they 
were  both  of  them  affeded,  terminated  in 
the  fame  kind  of  death. 


F  4 
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CHAP.  V. 

Hyjleric  Cholic. 

T  PI  ERE  it  no  difeafe  more  frequent 
in  this  climate  than  that  fpecies  of  a 
cholic,  which  is  called  hyfterical,  to  whi  :h 
molt  women  are  more  or  lefs  liable,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  texture  of  their  fibres,  and  the 
acrimony  of  their  juices.  The  moft  obvious 
chara£teriftic  of  this  fpecies  of'  cholic  is  the 
prefence  of  the  menfes,  from  the  irregularity 
of  which  its  fymptoms  principally  arife. 
Elence  the  learned  Pifo,  in  his  treatife  De 

s 

morb.  a  collupuie  Jerofa  ortis-,  calls  it  the  •  fan- 
guine  cholic,  becaufe  the  patient  is  generally 
relieved  by  refioring  the  menftrtial  difcharge 
in  the  one  fex,  and  the  hemorrhoidal  in  the 
other. 

The  obfervations  I  have  made  on  this  hyf¬ 
terical  fymptom,  will  be  of  fervice  in  the  cu¬ 
rative  plan  which  I  fliall  propofe ;  and  the 
efficacious  remedies  which  I  conftantly  em¬ 
ploy,  convinced  me  more  and  more  of  the 
reality  of  the  caufe  I  have  affigned.  A  towel 
wet  with  cold  water,  and  applied  to  the  whole 
abdomen,  and  frequently  renewed,  drinking 

plentifully 
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plentifully  of  cold  water,  and  cold  cinders 
often  repeated,  arc  the  only  fpecifics  that  I 
know  to  relieve  the  pain,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  reftore  themenfes,  upon  which  the  cure 
entirely  depends.  By  thus  condenfmg  the 
rarefied  blood, and  other  juices,  I  diminifh 
their  volume,  as  alfo  that  of  the  air  in  the 
intedines,  which  by  didenfion,  produces  the 
fpafms  that  obdrudt  the  mendrual  difeharge. 
From  this  obdruclion  proceeds  the  pains  of 
hyderical  women  in  the  hypogadric  region, 
which  by  affefting  the  whole  nervous  fydem, 
produces  the  variety  of  fymptoms  incidental 
to  the  hyderical  difeafe ;  they  are,  hovrever, 
not  didicult  to  be  removed,  when  their  fource 
and  principles  are  once  known. 

Many  celebrated  authors  before  my  time, 
were  acquainted  with  this  caufe;  for  they 
ufed  the  fame  remedies.  Amatus  and  Za~‘ 
cutus  Lucitanus  afford  .  examples  of  this. 
The  fird  of  thefe  publifhed  the  virtue  of 
fnow-water  in  this  kind  of  cholic,  and  the 
other,  that  of  cold  bathing  in  the  confe- 
quent  palfy.  Septahus  in  his  animadver- 
fions,  predicted  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy, 
when  the  pains  had  been  increafed  by  hot  ■ 
medicines.  Frederic  Floffman  is  of  the  fame 
opinion,  for  he  tells  us  :  Neque  in  colica  Jla~ 

tuknta 
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tulenta  a  caiifa  calidd^  frigida  exterius  appli-^ 
eat  a  penitus  improhanda  venhint.  ^ca  in  rCf 
aucioritate  exmiorum  medicorum,  Cratonis^ 
item  Valejci  de  tarenta.^  niti  licet.)  qui  hntea  aqua 
frigida  madefadla  Cy  ‘uentri  impoftta)  in  cohcis 
doloribus  fedandis  magnifaciunt. 

Another  author,  not  lefs  eminent  in  his 
praftice  than  thofe  which  I  have  juft  ’men¬ 
tioned,  though  reprehenfible  in  the  hypo¬ 
thetical  ideas  which  he  had  invented,  adopts, 
in  this  cafe,  the  fame  method  of  cure,  viz. 
^uando  nimia  fihrarum  crifpatura  &  irritatio 
adeft  cum  magno  impetii  fpiritimni)  fecrctiones 
humor  uni  in  partibus  minuuntur  •vel  ahohn.^ 
tur  ;  tunc  datis  remeaiiS)  cr  fpaturum  laxanti- 
buS)  fecrctiones  refituuntur :  ob  nimiani  enim 
ixretationeni  ac fiimuliim)  fbra  quaft  indentitiir.) 
induratur)  ac  njeluti  immobilis  e’vadit ;  unde 
hnpedite  fluidorum  fecrctiones. 

He  further  adds  ;  Tota  igitur  curatio  dlri~ 
gcnda  ef  ac  tmpendenda  in  tollenda  morbofa  ir- 
ritatione  &  cnjpatura)  per  balnea^  per  oleofu) 
anodina  6?  laxantia  remedia ;  nam  ea  fublata.) 
impedita  tollentur  hquorum  fecrctiones .  And 
he  thus  concludes :  Et  f  contrario  modo  pro- 
cedatur)  pluriunt  auBor  erit  medicus  dijfcilimn 
lethaliumque  concretionuni  liquidorimi  in  parte 
qff'ecla,  (a) 


(a)  EagUvt)  def.h,  met. 
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The  obfervation  of  thefe  authors  were  fo 
conformable  to  my  own  opinion'  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  hyfteric  cholic,  that  I  was  de¬ 
termined  to  be  influenced  by  them  in  every 
refpedl;.  The  heat  of  the  inteftines,  which 
they  fuppofe  to  be  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe, 
is  by  no  m  eans  ideal,  fince  the  effed;  of  me¬ 
dicine  proves  its  exiftence  beyond  all  contra- 
didion.  We  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
the  fridion  of  the  conftituent  parts  of  the 
blood,  and  the  reciprocal  adion  of  the  folids 
on  this  fluid,  produce  this  extreme  heat  and 
rarefadion  of  the  liquids,  by  which  the 
menfes  are  conftantly  obftruded.  This  fymp- 
tom  muft  therefore  be  removed,  by  conden- 
fing  the  air  that  is  contained  within  the  in¬ 
teftines  and  in  the  menftrual  fluid,  which  is 
too  much  rarefied.  I  fhall  illuftrate  this  doc¬ 
trine  by  the  two  following  cafes. 

The  eldeft  daughter  of  Mr.  Vafcher, 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  had  a  dangerous 
fall  at  the  critical  time  of  her  mevfes\  being' 
very  much  frighted,  they  were  immediately 
fupprefled.  Some  days  alter,  a  fever  fucceed- 
ed,  and  was  attended  vrith  hyfteric  cholics. 
She  was  let  blood  both  in  the  arm  and  foot, 
but  without  eft'ed.  Warm  and  emollient 
clyfters  were  adminiftered,  and  alfo  narcotics; 

but 
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but  all  were  equally  inefFeilual.  She  fuf- 
fered  patiently  during  the  intermediate  time; 
but  at  the  return  of  the  menfes.,  her  pains  were 
fo  much  more  violent,  that  it  was  neceflary 
to  try  other  remedies.  Cold  fomentations 
were-  adminiftered  with  immediate  fuccefs. 
The  menfes  appeared,  and  the  remedy  was 
difcontinued.  Her  pains  again  returned 
with  ftill  greater  violence  :  the  fame  means 
were  again  ufed,  and  with  the  fame  eifedt. 
It  was  furpriling  that  the  cold  fomentations 
never  checked  the  menflrual  difcharge ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  terminated  the  difeafe, 

A  poor  girl,  called  Seignorette,  having 
been  for  many  years  hyfterical,  was  attack¬ 
ed  with  violent  cholics  attended  with  fuffo- 
cation,  which  fo  cruelly  haralfed  her,  that  Ihe 
was  believed  incurable.  Bleeding  in  the  arm 
and  foot  had  been  feveral  times  repeated, 
when  I  was  called  to  her  affiftance.  The  cold 
fomentations  operated  fo  inftantaneoufly, 
that  the  fuffocation  was  immediately  remo¬ 
ved,  the  cholic  abated,  and  the  menflrual  dif¬ 
charge  became  fo  copious,  that  it  prevented 
the  paroxifm,  and  the  cold  bath  compleated 
the  cure,  (a) 

(a)  She  often  relapfes  in  confequence  of  hard  labour, 

from  which  it  is  not  in  her  power  to  abftain  ,  but  flie  has 

the 
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Thefe  two  cafes  are  fufficient  to  prove 
that  the  caufe  which  I  have  affigned  is  the 
true  one,  and  the  medicines  which  I  employ 
efficacious.  The  cornuofity  of  the  fibres 
which  compofe  the  texture  of  the  vefiels  of 
the  uterus,  and  the  extreme  rarefadlion  of  the 
fluids  which  circulate  through  them,  feem 
evidently  to  produce  this  hyfterical  fymp- 
tom,  for  which  hot  medicines  are  generally 
applied,  though  draughts  of  cold  water  are  a 
certain  fpecific. 

the  fatisfatSion  of  being  always  able  to  repel  the  paroxlfm 
by  means  of  cold  fomentation  ;  fo  that  as  foon  as  flie  per¬ 
ceives  any  irregularity  in  her  evacuations,  fhe  has  recourfe 
to  thefe  fomentations,  which  never  fails  to  produce  their 
falutary  effect. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Hyjleric  Suffocation. 

\ 

The  obEruftion  of  the  menftrual  dif- 
charge  in  its  paflage  by  the  neck  of 
the  uterus^  becoming  daily,  more  obftinate, 
it  mull  neceffarily  follow,  that  this  fluid, 
liaving  irritated  the  nerves  of  the  uterusy 
returns  through  different  parts  of  the  body, 
and  thereby  produces  fpafms,  more  or  lefs 
confiderable,  according  to  the  power  of  the 
caufe.  The  bread;  will  be  firft  affefted ; 
and  will  fuffer  mofl  from  a  fuppreffion  of 
the  menfes^  becaufe  its  blood  veflels  and 
nerves  fympathize  by  anajloniofes  with  thofe 
of  the  uterus.  Hence  the  lungs  will  be  op- 
prefled  by  a  partial  plethora^  and  therefore, 
expanding  wnth  difficulty  to  receive  that 
portion  of  air  necelfary  towards  refpiration, 
they  become  agitated  by  this  fudden  im- 
•  pulfe,  which  conftitutes  that  fpecies  of  fuf- 
focation,  commonly  called  hyfterical,  to  dif- 
tinguifh  it  from  that  which  does  not  origi¬ 
nate  in  the  uterus. 

We  are  already  informed,  by  the  theory 
of  this  fymptom,  what  are  the  fpecifics  that 
may  be  adminiftered  with  fuccefs ;  I  mean 

all 
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all  thofe  remedies  which  immediately  re¬ 
lieve  fpafms,  and  at  the  fame  time  condenfe 
the  rarefaction  of  the  fluids,  which  alone 
conftitutes  a  plethora.  The  following  prac¬ 
tical  obfervation  v/ill  elucidate  our  idea  of 
the  cure. 

Madam  'an  Urfuline  Nun,  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  was  for  three  years  liable  to 
attacks  of  the  hyfterical  fuffocation,  which 
returned  very  regularly  at  the  critical  time 
of  menftruation.  She  was  fo  often  bled,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  recoiled  the  number  of 
times  (a). 

Anti-hyfteric  draughts,  purging  pills, 
aperatives,  and  emenagogues  were  not 
fpared;  but  they  only  ferved  to  increafe 

(a)  Though  the  number  of  bleedings  vfhich  this  poor 
nun  fuftered  was  fo  very  confiderable^  it  was  far  fliort  of 
Mr.  Brilloiiet’s  operations^  (furgeon  major  of  the  hofpital 
of  Chantilly)  who,  in  the  fpace  of  19  years,  bled  an  hyf- 
terical  patient  one  thoufand  and  twenty  times,  viz.  80 
times  in  the  foot,  and  940  in  the  arm.  Vide  Jourtial  de 
Med.  mois  de  aitn.  ?•  2=92.  Andelot 

of  Franche  Compte.^  whom  I  attended,  aflured  me,  that  flie 
had  fuffered  an  equal  number  of  bleedings,  in  the  various 
paroxifms  of  hyfterical  fuffocation  to  which  £he  had  beeia 
fubjecf. 

The  tranflator  canft  help  obferving  in  this  place,  that 
it  were  happy  for  the  French  nation,  if  their  monarch 
would,  by  an  edift,  entirely  prohibit  the  ufe  of  the  lancets 

the 
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the  difeafe  to  the  highefi;  degree.  Chickeh- 
water,  and  ‘cold  clyfters  were  the  chief 
remedies  which  I  adminiftered,  and  the 
cold  pedelunjiumy  which  I  ordered  in  her  firft 
fit,  after  my  attendance,  produced  an  imme¬ 
diate  calm.  The  men/es,  which  were  before 
fiippreffed,  returned  a  little  the  next  day, 
and  removed  the  paroxifm.  She  was  then 
ordered  the  domeftic  bath,  and  to  live  upon 
white  meats  during  a  month.  By  thefe  means 
the  following  period  was  lefs  violent.  She 
continued  the  fame  remedies  during  four 
months  fucceflively.  The  nerves  of  the  7ite~ 
rus  became  relaxed  and  fupple,  the  menfes  re¬ 
turned,  and  the  patient  was  perfedly  re- 
ftored. 

youngeft  fifler  to  the ^un  whom 
I  havejufi:  mentioned,  fifteen  years  of  age,  of 
a  fanguine  and  very  attrabilious  tempera¬ 
ment,  was  feized  fome  time  after  her  filler’s 
recovery,  with  a  continued  and  inflammatory 
fever.  The  fatigue  which  fhe  underwent 
during  the  time  of  her  fifter’s  illnefs;  her 
frights  and  alarms  at  the  frequent  hidden  re¬ 
turns  of  her  fuffocations,  brought  on  this 
difeafe.  Repeated  bleedings,  clyfters,  fomen¬ 
tations,  and  cooling  emulfions,  carried  off 
I  the  fever  and  the  fymptoms ;  a  gentle  pur¬ 
gative 
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gative  was  then  adminiftered,  but  without 
effect :  the  belly  became  tenfe  and  painful ; 
oily  draughts,  fomentations,  and  clyfters 
were  alfo  ineffeftual.  The  time  of  her  menfes 
returned,  and  was  preceded  ,  by  terrible  cho- 
lics,  accompanied  with  fuffocation.  Thefe 
fymptoms  were,  for  fome  moments  only, 
checked  by  the  colCi  pedeluvium :  it  was  there¬ 
fore  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  domeftic 
bath,  in  which  flie  was  kept,  the  firft  time, 
for  two  and  twenty  hours  together.  She  con¬ 
tinued  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  during  the 
whole  interval,  and  remained  in  the  bath  fix 
hours  every  day.  The  fecond  period  was, 
by  no  means  fo  violent,  and  the  third  period 
compleatcd  the  cure. 

There  are  numbers  of  hyflerical  women 
fubjedl  to  this  difeafe,  w'ho  ufe  no  other  re¬ 
medy  than  bleeding,  wliich  is  fometimes  re¬ 
peated  every  day  as  long  as  the  fuffocation 
continues.  By  thus  diminifhlng  the  quantity 
of  blood,  you  reduce,  it  is  true,  the  plethora., 
and  thereby  remove  the  danger  which  it 
threatens;  but  h  .nv  does'  this  cure  the  d'feafe 
of  the  folids  ?  The  quantity  of  the  fluids  be¬ 
ing  diininifhed,  the  veffels  naturally  contract, 

G  the 


the  ofcillations  become  ftronger  and  more 
frequent,  and  the  cornuofity  of  the  fibres  is 
the  confequence.  Thus  we  fee  thefe  poor  un¬ 
fortunate  vid:ims  languifh  out  the  remainder 
of  their  life  in  continued  mifery*. 
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CHAP.  VIL 

Hyjlerical  H^niopto'ifts, 

TH  E  fame  caufe  which  produces  hy- 
fterical  fuffocation,  is  alfo  the  caufe 
of  the  hyfterical  h^nioptoifis^  or  bleeding 
of  the  lungs,  if  the  blood  velfels  of  the  lungs 
happen  to  be  too  weak  to  refift  the  impetu¬ 
ous  reflux  of  the  menftrual  fluid.  The  vef- 
fels  of  the  lungs  being  thus  diftendedand  over¬ 
charged,  after  many  repeated  percuiTions,  at 
laft  give  way,  and  the  quantity  of  blood  dif- 
charged  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  impulfe 
arifing-  from  the  fpafmodic  contraction  of  the 
blood  veflels  and  nerves  of  the  uterus.  This 
hismoptoifis  is  indeed  difficult  to  cure,  becaufe 
it  becomes  periodical :  but  is  by  no  means 
incurable,  when  properly  treated. 

M”'.  Mauche,  26  years  of  age,  of  an  atra¬ 
bilious  and  hypochondriac  temperament,  had 
been  for  a  long  time  afflicted  with  the  hyfte¬ 
rical  cholic,  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the 
hemorrhoids,  to  which  fhe  had  been  for 
many  years  fubjeCt.  The  fuppreflion  of  the 
menfes  increafed  this  evil.  A  hsmoptoifis  en- 
fued,  accompanied  with  hyfteric  fits  and  con- 

G  2  vulfive 
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vulfive  twitches,  which,  at  length,  alarmed 
the  indolence  of  her  friends. 

I  was  then  called  to  her  affiftance  :  the 
caufe  of  the  difeafe  being  of  a  long  handing, 
was  the  more  difficult  to  remove,  it  was  there¬ 
fore  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  mofi: 
powerful  remedies.  Bleeding  in  the  foot  was 
the  firfl;  thing  attempted.  The  patient  fub- 
mitted  without  murmuring ;  but  being  na¬ 
turally  perverfe,  fhe  rejected  every  other  af- 
fiflance.  The  periodical  return  of  her  menfes 
arrived,  the  hmnoptoifis  alfo  returned,  but 
with  greater  violence,  accom.panied  with  con- 
vulhons,  and  the  patient  vras  deprived  of  her 
fenfes.  The  fiiffnefs  of  the  jaws  prevented 
her  from  receiving  any  liquid  ;  ffie  was  no 
longer  able  to  take  nourifhment ;  her  blood 
became  more  and  more  enliamed,  the  nerves 

i 

more  inflexible,  and  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
was  very  foon  at  its  utmoft  height. 

In  this  lituation  I  became  mailer  of  my 
perferve  patient,  but  the  evil  grew  more  in¬ 
vincible.  She  was  kept  in  the  w^arm  bath 
for  eighteen  hours,  which  terminated  the  pa- 
roxifm.  She  then  grew  more  traTable,  and 
confented  to  evei-y  thing  prefcribed ;  flie  ne- 
fumed  the  bathing,  and  ufedherfelf  to  flay  in 
the  water  fix  hours  every  day.  The  third  pe¬ 
riod 
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riod  was  nevertlielefs  very  perplexed there 
was  fcare  any  appearance  of  the  menj'es  ;  but 
the  fourth  and  fifth  carried  off  the  difeafe. 

.  A  nun  of  a  certain  order,  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  was,  in  the  fame  manner,  attacked  with 
a  flight  hmioptoifis^  which  returned  for  feve- 
ral  times  periodically.  The  belly  was  tenfe, 
high,  and  painful,  and  but  very  little  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  menfes,  which  fhewed  her  difeafe 
to  be  an  hyflerical  affedtion.  She  was  bled  in 
the  foot  without  any  effeft;  but  the  cold 
clyflers,  chicken-water,  and  domeff ic  bathing, 
deftroyed  this  growing  evil  in  its  infancy. 

If  the  caufe  of  the  periodical  return  of  the 
menfes  hath  always  embarraffed  the  profefTors 
of  the  medical  art,  the  means  of  refforins’ 
them  to  that  regularity  when  they  difappear, 
is  at  this  day  attended  with  no  lefs  difficulty. 
Attentive  only  to  the  diforder  they  occaiion, 
and  to  the  extraordinary  courfes  they  will 
fometimes  take,  it  feems  as  if  we  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  follow  them  in  their  wanderings, 
and  to  attack  them  in  the  part  to  which  they 
are  diredled  by  nature.  Hence  it  is  that  we 
often  attribute  an  h^moptoijis  to  a  local  defedl 

of  the  lungs ;  an  ophalmia^  to  a  fimple  in- 

» 

flammation  of  the  membranes  of  the  eye, 
or  to  the  acrimony  of  fome  extraneous  hu- 

G  3  mourj 
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mour ;  a  vomiting  of  blood  to  the  relaxation 
of  the  veins  of  the  ftomach,  or  to  the  rupture 
of  fome  other  blood  velfel :  and  fo  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  body  where  the  menfes  have  fome- 
times  appeared,  (a)  Thefe  capricious  effects 
fo  often  impofe  upon  phyhcians,  byaffuming 
the  appearance  and  fymptoms  of  particular 
difeafes,  that  it  is  indeed  difficult  to  avoid  de¬ 
ception,  if  one  is  not  well  acquainted  with 
the  patient’s  conftitution,  and  the  figns 
which  preceded  the  difeafe.  What  enume¬ 
rable  faults  and  errors  in  praflice  !  And  who 
among  us  is  entirely  free  of  this  accufation 
Let  us  therefore  for  the  future  be  upon  our 
guard,  and  we  {ball,  with  no  great  difficulty, 
avoid  the  fnares  which  are  continually  fpread 
for  us  by  nature,  always  induftrious  and  ca¬ 
pricious  in  her  wanderings  :  we  ffiall,  I  fay, 
find  little  difiiculty,  if  in  our  enquiry  into 
the  caufes  of  female  complaints,  we  do  not, 
with  fo  much  contempt,  rejedt  the  hyfterical. 
Let  us  confider  all  the  difeafes  to  wffiich 
women  are  moft  liable,  and  we  fhall  find 
none  more  common  at  prefent  than  hyfterical 

(a)  In  the  Journal  de  Med.  for  the  month  of  January 
lycn,  there  is  a  cafe  related  of  a  female  whofe  menfes  were 
periodically  difcliargcd  by  the  breafts  and  the  face. 

affeslfions 
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affedions.  The  celebrated  Baglivl  teaches 
us,  that  in  the  difeafes  of  children  we  fhould 
be  always  apprehenfive  of  worms:  Piieris 
Jufpicandwn  de  njernitbus  ;  in  men,  of  the  ve- 
nereal  virus — generaliter  in  viroruni  pertina^ 
cibus  m&rbis  de  lue  venerea ;  and  with  regard 
to  women,  that  we  fhould  always  fufped 
an  hyfterical  caufe  :  Fammis  vero  de  affec~ 
tione  hyjlerica.  Such  advice,  if  properly  at¬ 
tended  to,  would  fave  many  lives,  and  we 
fhould  perhaps  find,  that  thofe  who  would 
otherwife  have  been  pronounced  hedic,  (a) 


(a)  Madame  la  Comptefle  de  S.  fell  a  viftim  to  this  ge¬ 
neral  miftake.  M.  Lorry  and  myfelf,  to  whofe  care  flie 
was  at  firfl:  entrufled,  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  our 
method,  fo  far  from  aggravating  the  fymptoms,  relieved  her 
by  degrees  :  but  our  procefs  being  rather  tedious,  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  her  family  became  im.patient,  and  propofed  cal¬ 
ling  other  afiiftance.  We  were  obliged  to  confent  to  their 
importunities.  Other  phyficians  were  called,  who  all  af¬ 
firmed  her  difeafe  to  be  pulmonic.  Powerful  remedies  were 
adminiftered  to  repair,  as  they  faid,  the  injury  which  our 
method  had  produced.  Thofe  brought  on  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  lungs,  which  was  fucceeded  by  fuppuration. 
She  died  in  the  fpace  of  forty  days  from  that  time.  The 
body  was  opened,  and  we  difeovered  that  two  lobes  of  the 
lungs,  were  invincibly  attached  to  the  plura,  which  had 
alfo  adhered  to  the  intercoflal  mufcles  ;  this  adhefion  con¬ 
firmed  our  prognoftic,  by  giving  us  ocular  demonftration 
tf  the  cornuofity  of  this  vifeus. 

G  4  apopiedic. 
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apople£llc,  epileptic,  or  paralytic,  were  only 
hyfterie. 

The  emollient  remedies  adminillered  with 
this  intenfion  would  do  no  harm  in  cafe  the 
difeafe  were  of  another  kind  or  complicated ; 
whilft,  on  the  contrary,  a  different  pradfice 
might  be  both  injurious  and  fatal.  I  am  ne- 
verthelefs  perfuaded,  that  there  are  phyficians 
more  capable  of  diftinguifhing  than  mylelf : 
I  do  not  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofe,  but  to  fuch 
only  as  are  defirous  of  improving  by  this 
advice. 


\ 
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CHAP.  ,  VIIL 

'  ( 

Hyjleric  tlpilepfy. 

SINGE  it  ispoffible  for^he  reflux  of 
the  menfes  to  produce  fufFocation  in  the 
parts  above  the  pehSis^  the  brain  will  of  courfe 
be  expofed  in  its  turn,-  to  be  more  or  lefs  op- 
preffed  according  to  the  plethora^  occafioned 
by  the  degree  of  compreffion  which  is  then 
formed  in  the  hypogaftric  veflels,  in  which 
are  comprehended  thofe  of  the  utenis  and 
’vaginte.  This  compreflSon  is  owing  to  the 
fame  caufe  by  which  other  hyfterical  fymp- 
toms  are  produced,  viz.  a  fpafmodic  tenfion 
of  the  nerves,  and  their  extraordinary  fenh- 
bility  and  cornuofity,  which  obftrudt  the 
menftrual  fluid,  and  occafion  its  reflux  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body ;  hence  fuch  variety 
of  fymptoms. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  epilepfy  becomes 
periodical :  for  whenever  the  menftrual  fluid 
is  obftrufted,  by  the  contraflion  of  the  ute¬ 
rine  veflels,  it  is  then  forced  to  regorgitate, 
and  muft  neceifarily  flow  back  upon  the 
brain,  where  it  is  no  fooner  depofited  and 
detained  in  the  different  finureifes  in  the  filb- 

ftance 
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ftance  of  this  %)ij'riis^  than  it  forms  compref- 
fions  more  or  lefs  great  and  irregular ;  thefe 
aifeft  the  circulation  of  the  animal  fpirits,  and 
thereby  produce  general'  or  partial  convul- 
fions,  epiiepfy-5  and  the  various  difeafes  v/hich 
proceed  from  the  different  obftruflions  of 
the  brain. 

The  epileptic  paroxifm  happens  only  at 
the  time  of  menftruation ;  and  it  is  this  peri¬ 
odical  return  that  diftinguiflies  it  from  the 
real  epilepfy,  'which  proceeds  from  fome  par¬ 
ticular  difeafe  in  the  brain.  Thus  we  gene¬ 
rally  fee  it  threaten  during  the  time  of  men- 
■ftruation,  and  actually  commence  when  that 
ceafes.  Upon  this  principle,  eftablifhed  by 
experience,  and  therefore  inconteftible,  we 
mud  not  conclude,  that  all  the  women  fub- 
ject  to  epilepfy  are  incurable  :  for,  by  reliev¬ 
ing  the  inteftines  from  fpafms,  and  likewife 
the  hypogaftric  veifels,  we  certainly  re-efta- 
blifh  the  circulation  of  the  fluids,  and  alfo 
provoke  the  rnenflrual  evacuation. 

This  can  be  no  paradox,  becaufe  the  faff 
is  founded  on  the  experience  of  feveral  pa¬ 
tients  ;  amongfl;  the  refl,  the  lady  who  was 
the  fubjed;  of  our  firfl  cafe,  and  Louifa  Bour¬ 
bon  whom  we  fnali  hereafter  mention,  were 
both  of  them  attacked  with  epileptic  fymp- 

toms, 
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toms',  fufficient  to  denominate  them  real  epi¬ 
leptics,  and  which  they  would  actually  have 
been,  if  by  miftaking  the  true  caufe,  contrary 
remedies  had  been  applied,  or  if  they  had 
been  abandoned  to  their  unhappy  fate.  The 
epilepfy  which  I  call  here  fymptomatic  or  fe- 
condary,  would  have  become  in  the  end  ef- 
fential,  and  perhaps  incurable ;  becaufe  the 
brain  fo  frequently  overcharged  would  have 
fuffered  prodigious  compreffions,  which 
would  infallibly  have  produced  certain  dila¬ 
tions  and  obftruflions  in  the  coats  of  the  veins 
and  arteries  of  this  njifcus^  from  whence  the 
epilepfy  proceeds, 

M'-q  M*.  is  of  this  number  ;  the  proof  is 
evident,  becaufe  the  epileptic  fymptoms 
which  flie  fo  fi'equently  experienced,  never 
fail  to  return  at  the  periodical  time,  and  al¬ 
ways  accompany  the  menftrual  difcharge, 
which  never  appears  without  much  trouble 
and  pain,  and  which  fufficiently  charadterifes 
the  fpafra  of  the  uterine  veflels,  and  alfo  their 
drynefs  and  contraction  :  a  drynefs  the  more 
fenfible  and  entire  on  account  of  its  invete¬ 
racy  ;  and  particularly  becaufe  it  had  been 
fuftained  by  the  continued  ufe  of  antifpaP 
modic  and  antiepileptic  medicines,  which 
this  young  lady  ufed  by.  the  advice  of  her 

uncle, 
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uncle,  vvho,  though  a  Ikilful  apothecary,  was 
by  no  means  enough  of  a  phyl'ician  to  judge 
ot  the  power  of  thefe  medicines. 

I  could  mention  many  cafes  of  this  incur¬ 
able  kind  ;  every  city  unhappily  abounds 
with  them,  and  yet  we  behold  with  indiffe- 
I'ence  the  ignorant  quack,  appropriate  to 
himfelf  the  foie  management  of  a  difeafe 
which  we  term  incurable,  bccaufe  it  is  obfti- 
nate.  If  the  difliculty  of  the  art  ot  healing 
had  difeouraged  our  firft  matters,  what  would 
that  art  have  been  at  prefent,  and  of  what 
life  their  conjectures,  their  miflakes  and  un¬ 
certainties  ?  From  the  enumerable  ditlicul- 
ties  fo  frequently  met  with  in  the  cure  of  di¬ 
vers  difeates,  one  would  imagine  that  a  man 
dctlined  to  this  important  employment, 
thould  exert  his  application  in  proportion  to 
thofe  difficulties  :  they  are  great,  I  confefs  ; 
but  are  they  infurmountable  ?  flow  many 
phyficians  have  enjoyed,  and  ftill  continue  to 
enjoy  the  honour  of  triumphing  in  tlie  difeo- 

very  of  the  latent  caufe  of  difeafes.  Of  the 

0 

difeafe  in  queftion,  it  is  evidently  in  the  7itc- 
riis  and  in  the  nervous  fyftem.  The  latter  is 
too  tenfe,  and  mufl  be  relaxed  :  the  other  is 
ebflrudted  by  the  contradion  of  its  veil  el  s ; 
tonfequently  they  miift  be  rendered  more 

fuppie, 
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fupplc,  and  the  fluids  diluted  which  fliould 
pafs  through  them,  if  we  mean  to  prevent  the 
reflux  above  mentioned.  By  thefe  means  it 
is.  evident  we  fhall  eradicate  this  formidable 
difeafe :  for  in  the  two  cafes  above  related, 
and  in  many  others,  the  patients  were  cured 
without  the  leaft  relapfe. 


C  K  A  B. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Hyjierical  Delirium. 

WE  do  not  attribute  the  caufe  of  this 
delirium  to  an  inflammation  of  the 
brain  or  of  its  membranes.  Fever,  which  is 
infeparable  from  every  fpecies  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  never  exifts  in  this  cafe,  which  efl'enti- 
ally  charadlerifes  it  manacal  and  hypochon¬ 
driac  madnefs  ;  but  the  obftrudlion  of  the 
blood  veflels  produced  by  their  contradlion, 
is  the  only  difficulty  that  we  have  to  over¬ 
come. 

In  ffiort,  the  menftriial  difcharge  being 
prevented  by  the  cornuofity  of  the  uterine 
veflels,  the  fuperfluous  blood  muft  necefla- 
rily  return  to  one  of  the  fuperior  cavities,  as 
hath  been  already  explained.  The  thorax 
and  brain  will  be  by  turns  overloaded,  and 
the  different  fymptonis  of  the  hyfteric  paf- 
fion  will  depend  on  the  degree  of  plethora 
and  obftriitlion,  which  fymptoms  deceive  the 
phyflcian  by  the  various  difeafes  they  perfo- 
nate.  But  his  furprize  will  ceafe,  and  he  will 
become  familiarized  to  thefe  fymptoms,  when 

he 
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he  hath  learnt  with  me  to  acknowledge,  that 
•the  fupernatural  tenfion  of  the  nerves  is  the 
caufe  of  thefe  various  diforders. 

Being  convinced  of  this  truth,  it  is  eafy  to 
conceive,  that  this  fupernatural  tenfion  of  ri¬ 
gid  fibres  muft  render  them  more  fufceptible 
of  vibration  than  thofe  which  are  naturally 
elaftic,  and  are  thence  enabled  to  yield  to  the 
different  degrees  of  circulation,  and  that  the 
leafl:  obftrudtion  of  thick  acrimonious  blood, 
mufi:  occafion  fuch  rude  •  attacks  upon  thefe 
'fibres,  as  not  only  todiflurb  the  functions  of 
the  brain,  but  of  every  part  thereon  depend¬ 
ing.  What-  confufion  through  the  whole 
machine  !  The  folids  will  become  the  fport 
of  the  liquids,  and  a  continued  fupernatural 
■friftion,  mufi;  infallibly  deftroy  the  whole 
machine. 

M'le.  aged  eighteen,  of  a  fanguine  and 
atrabilarius  temperament,  was  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  her  menfcs  fuddenly  attacked  by  a 
lethargic  Jliipor.  She  was  coafequently  bled, 
and  this  fymptom  vaniflied.  At  the  next  pe¬ 
riod,  the  ftupor  returned  in  a  greater  degree. 

* 

She  was  three  times  bled,  and  vcas  then  left 
to  nature  during  feveral  months.  The  difor- 
der  continued  to  increafe,  and  was  fucceeded 
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by  the  hyfterical  delirium^  which  encreafed 

0 

every  period,  until  this  young  lady,  aban¬ 
doned  by  her  phylician,  became  quite  mad, 
cum  furore  audacia,  refuhng  every  fpecies 
of  aliment,  fo  that  ihe  was  declared  incu¬ 
rable. 

For  feventeen  days  her  death  was  hourly 
expedted ;  but  the  conftancy  of  the  difeafe 
announced  its  duration ;  I  was  therefore  cal¬ 
led  in  ;  fuch  a  fituation  required  immediate 
and  eifeftual  relief.  The  bath  appeared  to 
be  indicated.  She  was  plunged  into  it  in  my 
prefence.  Her  indocility  required  coercion, 
but  the  remedy  foontook  efFe£t.  Her  voice, 
which  was  become  hoarfe  from  her  cries, 
began  gradually  to  clear,  and  in  the  fpace  of 
twelve  hours  which  fhe  continued  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  became  perfectly  natural.  She  was  then 
olfered  meat  and  drink,  which  fhe  firfl  re- 
fufed  as  if  from  cuflom  ;  She  was  preffed, 
and  Ihc  complied.  A  progrefs  fo  fatisfa£lory 
reftored  tranquility  and  hope  to  a  difconfo- 
late  family,  who  now  determined  the  patient 
entirely  to  my  care.  Eight  hours  every  day 
in  the  bath,  with  the  application,  to  her 
head,  of  linen  wet  with  cold  water,  and  very 
frequently  renewed,  removed  the  delirium  in 

two 
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two  months.  The  menfes  returned,  and  the 

« 

-health  of  the  patient  was  entirely  re-ell:a- 
•blilhed. 

•  I  muft  not  conceal  her  relapfe,  though  I 
am  not  able  to  affign  the  caufe  ;  but  I  have 
at  the  fame  time  the  confolation  to  declare 
her  re-eftablifhment,  by  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  medicine,  i^a) 

is  it  not  demonftrable,  that  if  this  lady 
had  been  properly  treated  at  the  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  her  difeafe,  it  might  have  been 
prevented  ?  The  firft  obftrudlion  wlaich  was 
produced  by  the  reflux  of  the  menfes^  would 
have  yielded  to  one  or  two  bleedings,  if  affift- 
ed  by  diluting  remedies.  The  blood  circula¬ 
ting  with  lefs  impetuofity,  and  lefs  rajified, 
would  have  caufed  lefs  irritation  in  the  fibres 
of  the  uterus^  and  their  reflux  oipon  the  brain 
would  never  have  produced  fuch  variety  of 
diforders.  The  next  period  w^ould  in  all 
probability  have  removed  tlie  caufe  of  the 

(a)  We  read  in  the  Journal  Enclchpedtqiie  for  the  month 
of  January  1762,  p.  77.  the  cafe  of  a  giil  who  was  become 
an  ideot  and  deaf,  efcaprng  in  the  woods,  v/here  ilie  con¬ 
tinued  five  days  without  nourifliment  ^  during  which  time 
{he  fufiered  two  whole  days  and  nights  continiial  rain, 5  and 
.  was  .thereby  perfectly  cu^^ed. 

.  '•H  difeafe. 
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difeafe,  by  timely  extinguiifhing  thofe  fparks 
which  in  the  end  produced  the  cohftridtion 
of  the  brain.  For  this  reafon,  it  was  necelFa- 
ry  to  have  recourfe  to  more  powerful  reme-. 
dies.  Had  there  been  the  leaft  hefitation  from 
a  doubt  of  the  event,  the  patient  would  eer- 
tainly  have  died, 

I  have  by  me  fome  cafes  of  the  fame  na*t 
ture,  which  I  am  reftrained  from  publifhing, 
in  fubmiffion  to  the  perfons  concerned- 1  naay, 
however,  be  allowed  to  relate  thofe,  which 
from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  have  been 
communicated  to  me  by  other  phyficians, 
Mr.  Debaux,  phyfician  at  Marfeilles^  diftin-s 
guilhed  for  his  fuccefs  in  innoculatioh,.  fa*- 
voured  me  with  the  following  hiftory. 

“  Dear  Sir, 

Being  a  zealous  partifan  for  your  fyHem, 
I  have  juft  tried  an  experiment  very  much 
“  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  u's  both.  The  1 8th 
‘‘  of  November,  1760, 1  was  fent  for  to  vi-* 
fit  the  captain  of  a  Dutch  velfel ;  he  was 
“  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  above  the 
“  middle  fize,  ftrong,  vigorous  and  mufcu- 
“  lar.  He  came  from  Holland,  by  land,  to 
take  the  command  of  a  Ihip  freighted  at 

“  Marfeiiles. 

b.. 
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MarfeMes.  In  travelling  through  France, 
“  as  foon  as  he  entered  thofe  provinces 
which  produce  wine,  he  got  completely 
“  drunk  every  day  during  the  relnainder  of 
**  his  journey,  and  continued  the  fapae  prac- 
tice,  after  his  arrival  at  Marfeilles,  for 
about  three  weeks;  but  not  contented 
with  wine  alone,  he  indulged  himfelf 
equally  in  the  ufe  of  the  ftrong  fpirituoua 
“  liquors  of  this  country ;  thefe  at  laft  pro- 
duced  the  difeafe  which  I  lhall  now  de- 
fcribe. 

“  The  14th  of  November,  he  was  at- 
tacked  by  a  very  violent  fever,  (accord- 
ing  to  the  report  of  the  furgeon  who  was 
called  the  fame  day)  attended  with  a  vio- 
lent  head-ach,  burning  heat,  and  inex- 
tinguifhable  thirft.  His  pulfe  beat  re- 
markably  ftrong  and  hard,  particularly  in 
the  temporal  arteries.  A  fuhfultus  tendi- 
“  num  became  frequent,  which  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  fpafms  and  convulfions  in  all  the 
mufcular,membranous  and  tendinous  parts. 
Thefe  were  followed  by  a  hickup,  which 
fatigued  the  patient  for  feveral  days,  fre- 
quent  natifea^^  and  a  yellowifli  billious  vo- 
**  mittiiig.  He  was  obftinately  collivc.  He 

H  3  made 
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“  made  water  very  frequently ;  but  it  was 
“  fmall  in  quantity,  without  colour,  fmell,  or 
“  fediment.  In  this  ftate  he  continued  four- 
“  days,  during  which  time  the  furgeon  bled 
■“  him  twice  in  the  arm,  and  once  in  the 
foot ;  adminiflered  feVeral  anodine  and 
laxative  clyfters,  caufed  him  to  drink 
“  plentifully  of  a  cooling  ptifan,  and  purged 
him  once  with  a  common  dofe  of  phyfic, 

“  quickened  with  a  few  grains  of  fiibiated 
tartar.  On  the  1 8th  I  was  called  in,- 1  fountl 
“  the  patient  without  fever  ;  but  fo  violently 
convulfed  and  frantic,  that  four  of  hia 
“  firongefi;  failors  could  hardly  keep  him  in 
“  bed.  He  fpoke  in  a  very  loud  tone,  and 
“  his  cries  were  fometimes  fuch,  that  he 
“  feemed  rather  to  howl.  His  pulfe  was^ 
ftrong  and  tenfe;  his  fkin  burning,  dry, 
*■*'  and  fcaly.  His  convulfions  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  no  human  force  could 
pofiibly  have  bent  one  of  his  limbs.  He 
had  refufed  all  kind 'of  nourifhm.ent  except 
“  drink.  But  notwithftanding  his  delirium^ 
“  he  anfwered  moil;  of  my  queftions  con- 
“  cerning  his  diforder,  and  conftantly  com- 
plained  of  a  (harp  pain  about  the  crown  of 
“  his  head. 

**  I  ordered 


/ 
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I  ordered  him  to  be  bled  in  the  jugular 
vein,  and  eight  clyfters  of  cold  Vvater  to  be 
adminiftered  every  day  for  four  days  fuc- 
“  ceffively ;  in.  the  intervals,  between  which, 

“  I  applied  to  ;his  head,  well  fhaved,  a  blad- 

■*’  •  »  > 

der  half  full  of  cold  water,,,  which  was  re- 
newed  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  for  it  be*- 
‘‘  came  very  foon  hoti,  I  made  hirn  drink 
‘‘  pleptifully  of  chicken-water,  acidulated 
with  nitre,  and  ordered  him  to  take, 
“  every  twelve  hours,  a.  nitrous  and  anodine 

“  emulfiohi  The  application  of  the  bladder 
“  gave  him*  fome  ‘intervals  of  ,eafe,  and  the 
cold  Gly'fter&i  relaxed  the  fibre^s  a-  little. 

■  Thefe  two  remedies,. an  fome  meafure,  mo- 
derated  the  difeafe  ;  but  not  appearing  fuf- 
ficient  to  complete  the  cure,  efpecially  fo 
immediately  as  the  date  of  the  patient  re- 
quiredi  I  determined  to  plunge  him  into  a 
cold  bath,  notwithftandiug  the  oppphtioa 
of  his  attendants,  and.  the  north-eaft  wind 
which  had  then  continued  a  fortniti-hti. 

4  <  O  . 

The  patient  was  put  into  the  cold  bath 
oh  the  _2  2d,  a.t  fix  o’clock  in  the  eveningi, 
and.  was  kept  in  the  water  by  force,  a  full 
hour  and  a  half,  with  a  bladder  full  of  cold 
water  upon  his  head,  renewed  every  quar- 

H  3  «  ter 
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“  ter  of  an  Eour.  Ac  half  paft  feven  he  waS' 
“  taken  out  of  the  water,  which  was  become 
“  fenfibly  warmer.  He  was  wiped  with  col<i 
“  towels,  and  put  into  a  cold  bed,  in  which 

t. 

“  he  fhivered  about  half  an  hour  r  he  then? 
“  begun  to  warm  gradually  and  fell  afleep, 
“  He  had  not  flept  during  a  fingle  momenc 
“  for  eight  days  before;  his  fleep  wa^  pla- 
“  cid,  and  continued  thirteen  hours,  during 
“  which  time  he  fWeated  profufely.  As  foon 
“  as  he  awoke,  I  gave  him  a  little  weak 
“  foup  after  which  he  llept  ten  hours,  and 

*  •x 

“  perfpired  more  copioufly  than  before.  He 
awoke,  at  laft,<  without  any  pain  in  his- 
“  head,  delirium  or  convulfions,  and  in  ten 
days  time  Was  able  to  take  the  command 
“  ofhisfhip.  (a')‘ 

“In  the  month  of  December  I>  was  cal- 
led  to  a  lady  about  fifty,  of  a  hot  and  atra-«- 
“  hilarious  temperament.  She  had  for  fome 
“  days- paft  been  violently  afflidred  with  a 
“  clan}is  hyji ericas I  cured,  as  if  mi" 
“  raeuloufly,  by  the  application  of  a  bladder 
“  half  full  of  cold  water  tO'  her  head,  with 

(a)  In  the  memoirs  of  the  royal  academy  of  fciencc^' 
for  the  year  1*7 1 3,  there  is  a  cafe  very  fimilar  to  this  above 
related. 


the 
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“  afliftance  of  a  few  cold  clyftefs.  Thefe, 
my  good  friend,  are  experiments,  in  your 
own  way,  and  as  often  as  any  thing  of 
the  fame  kind  occurs  in  my  praftice,  you 
may  depend  upon  hearing  from 

Yours,  &c.” 


N 


H  4 


CHAP. 


1 


I  ro4  I 


C  H  A  P.  X. 

■Hyjleric  Tooth-ach. 


IN  CE,  in  thefe  difeafes',  all  the  nerves  i» 
k3  general  fuffer  a  certain  cornuofity,  why 
lliould  not  the  fifth  pair,  which  are  diftribu- 
ted  to  the  jaw,  be  fufceptible  of  the  fame  im— 
preffiott?  The  teeth  muft  necefi'arily  fuffer,. 


becaufe  each  of  them  is  furnifhed  with  a  ner¬ 
vous  filament,  which  when  irritated  and’ 
dragged,  will  produce  fpafms ;  thefe  are  im¬ 
mediately  communicated  to  the  jaw,  and  oc- 
cafiom  the  moft  intolerable  pain.  Befides,  the^ 
circulation  being  intercepted  in  thefe  partsy 
ov/ing  to  the  rigidity  of  the  nerves  and  vef- 
fels,  the  humours  ftagnateinthem,  and  there¬ 
by  acquiring'  a  greater  degree  of  acrimony, 
caufe  new  irritations,,  not  only  in  the  nervesj 
of  the  jaw,  but  alfo  in  all  the  blood  and 


lymphatic  veffels  which  are  there  difiribut- 
ed  ;  the  confequence  of  which  is,  the  caries- 
of  the  teeth,  fometimes  even  that  of  the 
fockets,  and  yet  more  frequently  the  lofs  of 
the  gums,  their  blacfcnefs,  fcorbutic  fears,. 

j 

and  the  entire  corruption  of  the  mouth. 


To 
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To  remedy  fuch  evils,  we  vainly  attack 
the  part  afFecfled.  The  furgeon,  however 
dextrous  in  his  operations,  cannot  remove 
the  latent  caufe  of  the  diforder.  The  tex¬ 
ture  of  the  blood  and  humours,  and  the  ftatc 
of  the  folids  areinacceffible  to  his  dexterity. 
Thefe  are  to  be  attacked  by  remedies  capable 
of  changing  their  texture  and  corredling 
their  vices.  In  this  complaint,  the  acrimony 
of  the  humours,  and  the  drynefs  of  the  fo¬ 
lids,  ought  doubtlefs  to  fix  our  attention  5 

but  the  diforder  which  thefe  two  caufes  pro- 

» 

duce  in  the  circulation,  fhould  immediately 
employ  the  phyfician  on  the  appearance  of 
this  fymptom. 

And  indeed  it  is  always  from  the  irregu¬ 
lar  compreffion  of  the  vifcera  In  the  abdomen^ 
owing  to  the  diminution  of  the  diameter  of 
the  veffels,  and  frequent  irritations,  that  the 
different  fpafms  in  the  head  proceed.  The 
blood,  compreffed  and  confined  in  its  circu¬ 
lation,.  will  return  to  the  fuperior  parts, 
which  wanting  flexibility,  will  be  eafily  fur- 
charged,  and  the  eonfequence  muft  be  a  flag- 
nation  in  the  blood  and  lymphatic  interior 
and  exterior  vefl'els  of  the  brain.  Hence  the 
fixed  and  flying  pains  in  all  the  nervous  and 

t 

membraneous 
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membraiieous  parts  which  cover  the  cr'anmnt 
within  and  without.  If  the  obftrudion  hap¬ 
pens  to  the  fifth  pair  of  the  nerves,  or  in  any 
of  the  parts  on  which  its  branches  are  fpread, 
the  tooch-ach  is  the  confequence. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  membranes  of  the 
brain  be  ajfefted,  the  claws  hyjiericus  will  be 
the  complaint.  A  violent  irritation  or  obi» 
ftruftion  of  the  optic  nerves,  is  followed  by 
lofs  of  fight,  and  a  very  obftiaate  opthalmla  is 
frequently  the  confequence  of  a  violent  pain 
in  the  orbit  of  the  eye.  So  it  is  of-  every 
other  part  of  the  brain,  each  of  which  will 
produce  its  lymptoms  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  irritation  and  obftruftion  produced 
by  very  diftant  parts. 

But  that  which  feems  mofl;  aflonilhing, 
is  the  nietajlafts  of  thefe  humours,  which 
afting  upon  vefiels  in  a  ftate  of  extreme 
tenfion  and  elafticity,  are  violently  agitated 
and  expelled  by  thefe  vefiels,  and  thus 
alter  their  fituation  without  changing 
their  character,  (a)  This  cannot  fail  to 
make  horrid  ravages  in  the  fyftem.  Thus 

(a)  Tt  Is  well  known,  that  every  metaftaiis  in  the  body  is 
perfortned  by  means  of  the  celiilar  membrane^  the  mechaniftil 
oi  which  is  unj-YerT3.ily  underflooG# 

we 
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we  fee  tRefe  poor  victims  tyrannifed  by  the 
Viciffitudes  of  their  Gompklnts,  and  the  phy- 
fician  affonifhed  to  behold  fueh  a  variety  of 
fymptoms;  which  fometimes,  from  theis 
fimilitude,  appear  to  be  effects  of  the  fame 
caufe,  and  fometimes  are  fb  oppofite  in  their 
appearance,  that  the  variety  and  deformity  of 
,  their  afpe£t  exhibit  a  mofb  grotefqiie  alTefn- 


To  render  the  picture  ftill  rhore  like,  let 
add  to  thefe  capricious  appearances,  thofe 
difbrders  which  are  produced  by  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  a  contrariety  of  remedies.  What 
eonfufion  in  the  whole  machine  !  Nerves  ir¬ 
ritated  by  the  fpicuhe  of  adiive  and  cauflic 
medicines,  fpirits  agitated  by  fo  many  vola¬ 
tile  pa:rticle8,  producing  the  moft  (hocking 
ravages  inthe  circulation  of  the  blood  and 
fpirits.  The  functions  of  the  brain,  tbofe 
of  the  heart  and  lungs,  and  alfo  thofe  of  all 
the  'vifcera  of  the  lower  belly  thence  ira- 
mediately  affedled.  If  in  fuch  a  cafe  proper 
-remedies  are  negledted,  we  fcon  perceive  the 
whole  fabric  give  v/ay,  in  eonfequence  of  the 
reiterated  injudicious  attempts  to  fupport  it. 

The  hyfterical  tooth-ach  therefore  requires 
all  our  attention,  fince  from  the  obfervatirns 
we  have  juft  made,  we  cannot  miftake  th 
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real  caufe  by  which  it  is  produced ;  and  if  it 
be  npeefl'ary  to  diftinguifh  this  tooth-ach  from 
every  other,  our  neglett  of  this  diftinftion 
liiuft  be  conftantly  attended  with  great  cruel¬ 
ties,  as  will  be  evinced  by  the  following  re¬ 
cital. 

A  cobler’s  wife,  immoderately  hyfterical 
towards  the  latter  end  of  her  pregnancy,  was 
afflifted  with  the  moft  intolerable  tooth-ach  t 
fhe  was  fe  veral  times  bled,  had  recourfe  to  the 
moft  powerful  narcotics,  as  well  as  to  various 
remedieseagerly  prefcribedbyhervifitors ;  but 
all  were  ineffectual.  The  pain  which  die  felt  in 

% 

her  jaw  was  fo  exquifite,  that  flie  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  have  all  her  teeth  drawn,  if  the  ap^^ 
proach  of  her  lying-in  had  not  fufpended  the 
execution.  She  waited  the  hour  of  her  deli^ 
very  with  great  patience,  in  hopes  of  being 
then  alfo  delivered  of  her  pain.  After  fhe  was 
brought-to-bed,  her  friends  ’  were  in  great 
hopes  that  her  tooth-ach  Would  return  nCj 
more,  and  of  this  they  were  fo  perfectly  con^^^ 
vinced,  that  they  would  not  even  fuffer  the 
poor  woman  to  complain.  Her  pain  never-a 
rhelefs  continued,  and  being  no  longer  appre- 
henlive  on  account  of  her  fituatioii,  flie  in- 
fifted  on  the  furgeon  drawing  three  of  the 
molares  of  the  under  jaw^  This  operation 
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performed,  the  pain  again  returned,  and 
knowing  no  other  remedy,  ihe  fubmitted  to  a 
fecond  operation,  and  loft  two  more.  Her 
pain  ftill  continued,  and  now  defpairing  of 
relief  from  the  dentift,  a  phyfician  was  fent 
for.  ’ 

I  knew  this  woman  to  have  been,  for  a 
long  time,  hyfterical ;  I  had  therefore  no 
doubt  of  the  caufe  of  her  complaint  before  I 
heard  her  ftory.  I  ordered  her  immediately 
into  the  warm  bath,  where  £he  remained  for 
feveral  hours.  Clyfters  were  repeatedly  ad- 
miniftered,  and  inftead  of  the  many  elixirs 
which  fhe  had  been  accuftomed  to  hold  in 
her  mouth,  Ihe  was  ordered  a  fim^le  gargle 
of  fpring  water  with  a  few  drops  of  vinegar. 
The  intervals  between  the  times  of  bathing-, 
■were  employed  in  the  application  of  emol¬ 
lient  fomentations^  which  had  the  defired 
effed:. 

Some  days  after,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Martau, 
an  apothecary  of  this  town,  a  neighbour  of 
our  cobler’s  wife,  was  affeded  in  the  fame 
4:nanner.  Her  neighbour’s  example  was  too 
ftriking,  not  to  think  of  ufing  the  fame  re¬ 
medy  ;  but  ftie  imagined  herfelf  prevented 
by  a  menftrual  difcharge  of  long  conti  nuance, 
ghe  hefitated  many  days,  and  during  tha 

time. 
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time,  made  life  of  a  great  variety  of  phar- 
macutic  remedies ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe  : 
ihe  was  obliged  at '  lafl;  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  warm  bath,  in  which  flie  found  a  cure 
for  both  her  complaints. 

Pains  in  the  ear  are  often  produced  by  the 
fame  caufe,  and  are  confequently  to  be  cured 
In  the  fame  manner* 
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"'HE  fpafm  of  the  flomach,  and  parti- 


A  cularly  the  extreme  tenfion  of  the 
nervous  tufts  which  form  the  vilous  mem¬ 
brane  of  this  •yj/cwr,  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  the  caufe  which  produces  the  hyfteric 
vomiting,  becaufe  the  vomiting  of  which 
I  now  fpeak,  cannot  be  cured  but  by  corred;- 
ing  this  vice. 

The  fenfibility  of  the  nerves,  according  to 
the  phyfiologifts,  is  only  in  proportion  to 
their  tenfion,  which  gives  them  that  degree 
of  elafticity  which  prevents  their  relaxation. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  this  fenfibility  appears  > 
extreme,  becaufe  the  vilous  membrane  of 
the  flomach  revolts  at  the  contail  of  the 
the  mildefl  aliment,  and  even  of  the  moft 
fimple  drink,  from  which  we  mufl  necefl'arily 
conclude,  that  this  effeft  is  produced  by  the 
extreme  tenfion  of  the  nerves. 

As  to  the  complicated  caufes  which  con- 
* 

cur  in  producing  this  vomiting,  befides 
thofe  which  on  parts  remote  from  this 
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nyifcuSy  we  may  alfo  add  the  acrimony  of  the 
gaftric  liquor,  which  by  conftantjy  irritating 
the  coats  of  the  ftomach,  promote  its  convul- 
fions.  The  following  cafes  will  confirm  thefe 
indications. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1756,  I  was 
called  to  one  Sufan  Gouiret,  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  of  a  robuft  and  fanguirre  tem¬ 
perament,  who  from  the  age  of  puperty, 
had  never  been  regular.  She  was  afflidted 
fo  viplently  with  the  hyfteric  vomiting, 
that  fhe  reje<9:ed  every  fpecies  of  liquor, 
with  fuch  ftraining,  as  to  bring  up  blood. 
The  firft  remedy  adminiftered  was,  accord¬ 
ing  to  cuftom,  an  anti-hyfteric  draught, 
compofed  of  balm  and  mugwort-water, 

V  •  V 

with  forae  drops  of  the  tincture  of  caftor, 
and  alfo  of  the  liquid  laudanum  of  Syden¬ 
ham.  This  drink  it  is  true,  was  the  only 
thing  that  remained  on  her  ftomach.  The 
dofe  was  repeated  in  order  to  check  the  vo¬ 
miting.  Thefpafms  of  the  ftomach  affeflred 
the  oefophagus  i  but  it  was  no  longer  in  her 
power  to  fwallow,  and  even  the  offering  her 
of  a  fingle  drop  of  water  brought  on  the 
retching. 

The  extreme  tenfion  of  the  fibres  of  the 
ftomach,  and  of  the  whole  inteftinal  canal 

appealing 
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appearing  to  me  to  be  the  real  caufe  of  her 
difeafe,  I  ordered  the  bath  as  the  only  fpe- 
'cific;  t  even  infifled  on  the  patient’s  conti¬ 
nuing  in  the  water  till  ftie  was  perfectly  cured ; 
but,  as  confirmed  prejudices  are  diificult  to 


overcome,  I  was  fcar'ce  able  to  prevail  on  her 
to  remain  in  the  bath  ten  hours  a  day.  This 
water  was  her  only  remedy :  by  penetrating 
the  pores  of  the  llrin,  it  preferved  the  natural 


fluidity  of  the  blood,  and  pafled  oft  by  urine-. 
On  the  feventh  day,  the  relaxation  took 
place,  "which  was  announced  by  a  fudden 


fainting.  At  that  inftant  fhe  fwallotved  for 
thefirft  timCi  With  an  intention  to  dilute 


and  correct  the  acrimony  of  the  juices  of  the 

flomach,  fhe  drank  plentifully  of  rice-w^ater 

✓ 

and  was  perfectly  cured. 

Now,  let  any  one  compare  this  effedt  of  the 
bath  v/ith  that  of  our  common  anti-hvfleric 
inedicines,  and  the  truth  of  mydodtrine  muft 
evidently  appean  If  I  ara  afked,  v/hy  the 
ftomach  rejected  every  fpecies  of  liquid,  ex¬ 
cept  the  anti-hyfferic  draught,  I  fhal!  anfwer 
that  laudanum  was  the  caufe ;  neverthelcfs, 
■it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  virtue  of 
this  pov/erful  narcotic  did  not  prevent  the 
volatile  particles  of  the  caftor,  and  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  cordials  which  enter  into  the  compofi- 
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tion  of  Sydenham’s  liquid  laudatmmy  from 
leaving  that  impreiTion  on  the  fibres  of  the 
flomach,  of  which  the  fpafm  and  general  ri¬ 
gidity  of  the  fibres  of  the  whole  inteftinal 
canal  were  the  confequence. 

M  “ .  aged  twenty-five,  of  a  fanguine 
and  atrabilarious  temperament,  had  from  her 
obftinacy,  or  from  a  natural  antipathy  to  the 
bath,  for  fix  whole  years  been  afflidted  with 
the  hyfteric  vomiting.  She  was  always  per- 
fedtly  regular,  except  that  the  difcharge  was 
fometimes  rather  too  copious.  She  took  whey, 
by  my  order,  for  a  whole  year,  but  without 
any  elfedt.  This  convinced  me  that  the  cor- 
nuofity  of  the  fibres  of  the  ftomach,  and  of 
the  inteftines,  was  arrived  to  fo  great  a 
hight,  that  the  moil  pow^erful  diluters  could 
not  by  common  means  penetrate  into  the 
blood.  The  folids  were  parched,  and  the  fluids 
dried  up  from  a  deficiency  of  aliment,  and  the 
difeafe  daily  acquired  frefh  flrength.  We  are 
therefore  authorized,  for  the  fecond  time,  in 
prognofticating  this  to  be  an  incurable  cafe, 
if  the  patient  does  not,  at  laft,  fubmit  to  the 
domeftic  bath,  which  by  relaxing  the  texture 
of  the  fkin,  and  opening  the  pores,  will  com¬ 
municate  to  the  blood  the  moifture  of  which 
it  is  deprived ;  thus  the  nerves  will  be  re¬ 
laxed, 
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iaxeci,  and  every  fundion  of  the  body  re- 
ftored. 

We  cannot,  in  this  cafe,  accufe  the  uterus-^ 
there  being  no  obftrudion  of  the  menfes ; 
fhall  we  not  therefore  feek  for  the  hyfteric 
caufe  in  fome  other  part  ?  Extreme  tenfion 
of  the  nerves  does  not  exift  in  this  vifcus,  ‘ 
fmce  it  appears  free  from  irritation,  and  not 
in  the  leaft  obftrudedi 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Hyfierlc  Heart-burn. 

,  % 

IYSTERICAL  women  are  liable  to  pains 
in  the  ftomach  and  in  all  the  hypo- 
gailric  region,  which  though  frequently  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  moft  trifling  remedy,  will  re¬ 
turn  afterwards  with  greater  violence.  Thefe 
pains  proceed  alfo  from  the  tenfion  of  the 
membranes  of  this  vifcus,  which  tenfion 
prevents  the  circulation  of  the  juices  therein 
fecreted;  from  whence  proceeds  diftenfion 
in  the  ftomach  and  duodenum-,  vehich  hy  oYer- 
flretching  the  nervous  filaments,  produce 
pains  more  or  lefs  violent  in  proportion  to  the 
tenfion  and  fenfibility  of  the  part  affedted. 
The  more  certainly  to  remedy  thefe  evils^ 
wte  fhall  regard  only  the  original  caufe,  viz. 
thefpafm  and  extreme  tenfion  of  the  nerves; 
and  we  muft  begin  by  vigoroufly  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  relax  the  membranes  of  the  'vlfcus  af¬ 
fected,  that  we  may  prevent  the  diflhrent  dif-  ... 
orders  which  arc  generally  produced  by  con¬ 
trary  remedies. 

A  young  urfuline  nun,  of  a  bilious  aiid 
liinguiue  temperament,  and  a  conftitution  the 

moft 
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•mofl:  robuft,  was,  after  exceflive  fummer 
heat,  and  aii  immoderate  ufe  of  coffee,  fud-  ^ 
denly  attacked  with  a  moft  intolerable. heart¬ 
burn,  accompanied  with  convulfive  faintings,- 
wHieh  terrified  the  fifterhood  the  more,  be- 
caufe  this  was  her  firft  attack.  They  had  re- 
courfe  to  cordials  before  I  arrived.  Her  fits 
became  more  frequent,  but  were  removed  by 
the  effedt  of  two  cold  clyfters,  which  were 
fucceffively  adminiftered.  The  cardialgia 
returned  with  increafed  violence,  attended 
with'  cholics,  borhorygmi^  vomiting  and 
hickup;  In  fhort,  itwasevidently  anhyflierical 
cafe.  Chicken-water  vras  preferred  by  the 
patient  to  every  other  remedy:  of  this  fire 
drank  plentifully,  and  the  fixth  day  a  bilious 
diarrh(£a  enfued,  and  relieved  her  from  a  dif- 
eafe  which  Ihe  always  dreaded. 

The  crifts  which  terminated  the  cardialgia 
of  which  I  have  been  fpeaking,  fufficiently 
declared  the  relaxation  of  the  membranes  of 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  by  the  effefl  of 
the  chicken-water ;  and  the  fymptoms  which 
the  patient  experienced,  were  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  extreme  tenfion  and  contradion 
of  the  inteftinal  canal. 

In  this  ftate  the  efflux  of  the  juices  fecreted 
in  the  mteftinal  canal  was  totally  fufpended, 

I  3  ^  and 
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and  confequently  the  glands  overcharged, 
which  produced  thofe  catchings  in  the  ner¬ 
vous  filaments,  and  the  fpafins,  which  from 
their  nature  and  fituation,  charadlerize  the 
heart-burn.  The  vicinity  of  the  heart  occa- 
fioned  the  fainting,  by  the  agitation  of  the 
eighth  pair  of  nerves,  which  communicating 
with  the  brairi,  difordered,  for  a  time,  the 
eirculation  of  the  blood  and  animal  fpirits. 

The  hickup,  vomiting,  cholic,  and  horbo- 
rygml^  which  at  the  fame  time  tormepted  the 
patient,  perfedtly  indica,ted  the  fame  caufe; 
that  is  to  fay,  the  diaphragm  was  alfo  afFe<3;ed 
and  fuffered  the  fame  agitation.  All  thefe 
parts  were  confequently  fubje<3:  to  the  irre* 
gular  vibration  of  their  nerves  :  the  fame  r^n 
med.y  was  therefore  required. 

The  remote  caufes  were,  in  this,  cafe,  quite 
fufficient  to  produce  this  drynefs  of  the  nerves, 

,  which  is  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
in  quefticn.  The  immoderate  ufe  of  coffee, 
in  which  this  nun  had  indulged  from  her  in¬ 
fancy,  by  adling  continually  on  the  vilous 
coat  of  the  ftomach,  and  likewife  on  the  fe- 

^  ■  K  i  ■  ' 

rous  part  of  the  blood  and  juices,  produced 
this  effedl.  Thefe  juices  being  thus  infpifa- 
ted,  were  unable  to  fupply  the  different  fecre- 
tions  of  tfie  ftomach  and  inteftines.  Digeftion 

being 
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being  thus  impeded,  the  chyle  crude,  and  the 
bile  lefs  fluid,  muft:  neceflarily  occafion  em- 
barralTment  in  the  fyftem,  and,  becoming  acid 
from  their  ftagnation,  produce  the  ravages 
above  recited.  Had  they  perfifted,  as  they  be¬ 
gan,  in  adminiftering  cordials,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  the  confequences  would  have  been 
fatal.  The  nervous  fyftem  irritated  afreili,  by 
the  acrid  and  volatile  particles  of  antifpanno- 
dics,  would  have  fuffered  prodigious  ftiocks, 
and  would  have  generated  the  feeds  of  a  dif- 
eafe,  which  was  always  rebellious,  and  hi¬ 
therto  Incurable,  and  which  would  never  have 
yielded  but  to  a  contrary  treatment,  (a) 

(a)  The  regimen  ofhyfterica!  patients  is  a  very  eflential 
confideration.  I  have  in  fuch  cafes,  abfolutely  prohibited 
all  kind  of  meat-broth,  ordering  in  their  ftead,  rice  foup, 
barley,  or  oat-meal  gruel ;  becaufe  the  fulphureous  and  al¬ 
kaline  particles  of  brotk  irritate  the  vilous  coat  of  the  fto- 
jinach,  and  thus  promote  the  cardlahja. 
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Hyjleric  Shiverings. 

MONGST  the  various  fymptoms  of 


JL  3k  hyfteric  difeafes,  we  comprehend  that 
fenfation  of  cold  and  heat  by  which  every- 
part  of  the  body  is  at  different  times  affefted^ 
Some  patients  complain  of  a  troublefome 
■  fenfe  of  cold  in  fome  one  particular  part  of 
the  body,  and  others  fuffer  uaiverfal  cold,  in 
fpite  of  all  their  precautions  to  guard  againfl 
the  inclemencies  of  the  air.  The  caufe  of  this 
fymptom  is  evidently  proved,  by  the  different 
effects  of  my  remedies  from  thofe  of  a  con-? 
trary  nature,  which  were  previoufly  admini- 
ftered  to  the  patient  who  is  the  fubjeft  of  the 
next  cafe. 

A  lady  of  fome  rank  in  this  town,  about 
forty  yearsof  age,  was  for  many  years  afflided 

with  a  fenfation  of  univerfal  cold,  which  obli~. 
ged  her  to.  clothe  even  in  the  hotteft  dog- 
days,  as  carefally  as  others  in  the  midft  of 
winter.  In  fpite  of  ail  her  precaution  to  pre-? 
ferve  herfelf  from  cold,  Jlie  was  equally  fen- 
fible  of  its  effed.  The  exceffive  heat  of  the 
ftove  in.  her  chamber,  together  with  a  bed 
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warmed  and  immoderately  covered,  being 
found  infuificient,  Ihe  laft  fought  medical 
affiflance. 

The  firfl  phylician  Ihe  fa w,  .pronounced  her 
difeafe  to  be  the  efFeft  of  obftructed  perfpira- 
-tion,  which  he  accordingly  endeavoured  to 
reftore.  Bleeding,  cathartics  and  fudorifics 
were  alternately  employed*  but  without  ef* 
fed:.  The  infufficiency  however  of  thefe  re-^ 
medics  made  no  alteration  in  thecurative  ideas 
of  the  phyfician,  for  he  ordered  the  fand  bath. 
Before  it  was  adminiftered,  I  was  confulted. 

By  the  inefficacy  of  the  remedies  which  the 
patient  had  already  tried  for  a  long  time,  and 
by  certain  hyfterical  fymptoms  which  I  difco- 
vered  in  the  account  ffie  gave  of  herfelf,  I 
immediately  perceived  that  her  diforder  was 
hylterical.  Thefpafmodictenfion  of  the  nerves 
which  terminate  in  the  fkin,  was  the  only 
caufe  which  I  had  to  encounter.  The  w'arm 
bath  feemed  likely  to  anfwer  all  my  expeda- 
tions,  as  It  wmuldjin  all  probability,  relax  the 
texture  of  the  fkin,  op^n  the  pores,  and,  by 

this  means,  reftore.the  circulation  of  the  fluids 

therein  fecreted,  The  patient  preferred  it  to 
the  fand  bath :  She  began  the  next  morning  • 
and  in  the  fpace  of  two  months  w'as  able  t  c 
leave  off  part  of  her  coverings.  The  comple¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  Ijer  cure  was  however  delayed  by  a 
thoufand  domeftic  affairs,  till  the  return  of 


iummer. 

Phyfiologifts  teach  us,  that  the  fkin  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  number  of  nervous,  lymphatic  and 
blood  veffels,  which  form  the  reticular  fub* 
fiance,  from  whence  proceed  the  nervous  tufts, 
which  are  the  only  organs  of  fenfation  on  the 
furface  of  the  body.  Any  defefl  in  this  fub- 
flance  therefore  wdll  produce  the  fymptoras 
which  the  patient  experienced.  If  the  con- 
tradlionof  the  nerves,  of  which  it  is  cornpo~ 
fed,  be  too  flrong,  the  blood  will  be  confined 
and  even  obflrufled ;  and  the  ymlicults  of  this 
fluid,  continually  rubbing  againft  the  orifices 
of  its  tubes,  produce  an  agitation  which  will 
be  diffufed  over  the  body,  either  wholly  or  in 
part,  according  to  the  degree  of  tenfion  and 
irritability  of  the  nerves  which  terminate  in 
the  fkin.  This  fenfation  of  cold  muft  be  the 
confequence,  which  will  be  more  or  lefs  vio¬ 
lent  in  proportion  to  the  caufe  by  w'hich  it  is 
produced. 


On  this  principle,  the  difeafe  in  queftion 
wiil  beeafily  relieved,  by  relaxing  the  texture 
of  the  fK.in,  and,  by  that  means,  facilitating 
the  circulation  of  the  blood,  together  with 
that  of  the  juiceti  thence  fecreted,  which  is  at 
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^11  times  of  too  much  importance  ever  to  be 
negled:ed.  The  effect  of  the  warm  bath  fufii- 
ciently  fupports  this  theory,  and  the  inefficacy 
of  the  fudorifics  adminiftered  by  her  former 
phyfician  corroborates  our  doctrine.  The  fand 
bath  which  he  had  prefcribed,  would  have  in- 
creafed  the  evil,  by  augmenting  the  drynefs 
of  the  reticular  nerves  ;  and  the  rarefaction  of 
the  blood  which  it  mult  neceflarily  have  oc- 
cafioned,  fo  far  from  re-eltabling  the  cutane¬ 
ous  fecretions,  would  infallibly  have  corifirmed 
the  malady. 

t 

The  plan  of  cure  which  I  herepropofe  from 
experience^  will  teach  hyltericai  ladies  who 
have  this  fenfation  of  cold  in  any  part  of  the 
body,  not  to  have  recoufe  to  heating  medi¬ 
cines  in  hopes  of  removing  the  complaint. 
Thofe  who  perceive  this  coldnefs  in  the  brain, 
are  wont  to  heap  fiich  a  load  of  covering  up¬ 
on  their  heads,  as  to  obltruCt  the  circulation 
in  the  integuments  of  the  cranium^  and 
thus  increafe  the  diforder  by  their  endeavours 
to  remove  it.  Others,  perceiving  the  fame 
fenfation  of  cold  in  the  region  of  the  ftomach, 
not  fatisfied  with  immoderate  covering,  have 
recourfe  to  hot  and  fpirituous  liquors,  with 
an  intention  to  warm  the  dornach,  which 
they  fuppofe  iricapable  of  performing  its 

funcdons. 
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funftions.  >  As  to  the  coldnefs  of  the  hands 
and  feet,  td  which  others  are  fubje(3;,  I  have 
no  objedion  to  whatever  means  the  patient 
cimfes  to  adopt,  provided  they  be  fuch  as  will 
not  increafe  the  drynefs  of  the  extremeties, 
nor  augment  the  inflammatory  diathefis  of 
the  blood.  But  the  warm  pedeluvtum  certain¬ 
ly  deferves  the  preference,  becaufe  it  is  the 
only  means  capable  of  rendering  the  veflels 
fupple,  and,  by  re-eftablifliing  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  and  animal  fpirits,  of  refloring 
heat  to  the  extremities. 
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'  CHAP.  XIV. 

A  total  Suj)preJton  of  the  Excretions  in  an 

hyfierical  Fatient. 

IT  is  v/ell  known  that  natural  evacuations 
are  liable  to  be  much  difordered,  which 
feldom  happens  without  becoming  the  caufe 
of  many  difeafes,  and  the  efFe£fc  of  many 
others,  as  the  praclice  of  phyfic  daily  evinces. 
Phyfiologifts  alfo  know,  that  thefe  evacua¬ 
tions  are  fo  analogous,  that  they  frequently 
alTift  each  other  at  the  inftigation  of  na¬ 
ture,  who  is  always  induftrious  to  preferve 
her  creature.  It  has  been  more  than 
once  obferved,  that  urine  when  fuppref- 
fed,  goes  off  by  perfpiration,  as  ob- 
ftruded  perfpiration  goes  off  by  urine,  and 
in  the  fame  manner  of  other  fecretions. 
But  has  it  ever  been  obferved,  (a)  that  a 

(a)  M.  Gignous,  phyfician  of  Valence  in  Agenois  re¬ 
lates,  that  a  woman  was  feven  years  without  any  evacua¬ 
tion  either  by  ftoo!  or  urine,  but  that  both  were  fupplied  by 
perfpiration  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  equally  oftenfive  to 
the  fenfe  of  fmeliing.  She  recovered  cantrary  to  expedla- 
tion,  and  without  the  afliftance  of  medicine,  fder  natural 
evacuation  returned,  and  the  fweats  entirely  ceafed,  Vidi 
ie  Journal  d»  Medcc,  tnohde  Juin  1759,  p.  510. 
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total  fuppreflion  of  every  evacuation  wda 
not  attended  with  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
machine  ? 

This  new  arid  extraordinary  event  was 
doubtlefs  referved  for  the  hyfteric  diforder. 
Nature  in  this  difeafe  fports  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  one  fhould  never  be  furprized  at 
her  appearance,  however  odd  or  extrava- 
ganti  Though,  in  the  following  eafej  Ihe 
chufes  to  appear  very  unintelligible,  it  may 
neverthelefs  be  truly  aflerted,  that  a  fymp- 
tom  of  this  kind  can  never  be  produced 
but  by  the  extreme  drynefs  of  the  blood 
and  other  fluids ;  a  drynefs  eflential  to 
this  difeafe,  and  by  which  the  folids  are 
generally  affeded;  a  fertile  fource  of  in¬ 
numerable  infirmities,  and  the  phyfician’s 
chief  objed  in  the  treatment  of  hyfterical 
difesfes. 

Louifa  Bourbonne,  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  of  a  bilious  and  very  hot  conftitu-^ 
tion,  was  attacked  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1754,  at  the  commenfement  of  the  menftt, 
with  an  hyfterical  and  convulfive  cholic. 
The  menftrual  fluid  not  being  able  to  pe¬ 
netrate  through  the  veflels  of  the  uterus^ 
formed  a  fuffocation,  and  produced  a  painful 

tenfion 
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tenfion  of  the  belly,  accompanied  with  other 
common  hyfterical  fymptoms. 

She  was  feveral  times  bled  in  the  arm 
and  foot  without  any  effedl.  Want  of  fleep 
cnfued :  She  loft  all  appetite,  and  even  re¬ 
mained  for  a  conftderable  time  without 
taking  any  nourifliment.  She  grew  thin, 
and  was  thought  in  a  dangerous  fituation. 
At  every  return  of  the  monthly  period, 
fhe  was  feized  with  very  conftderable  vo- 
miting  and  fpitting  of  blood,  accompanied 
with  hyfteric  fits  fo  violent,  that  they  might 
have  been  miftaken  for  epileptic.  She 

continued  many  months  in  this  fituation 
without  farther  medical  affiftance,  owing, 

1  fuppofe,  to  a  fupppofition  that  the  difeafe 

was  incurable,  or  to  the  obftinacy  of  the 

patient. 

Eight  months  were  fpent  in  thefe  lapfes 
and  relapfes.  The  abdomen  remained  con- 
ftantly  tenfe,  and  the  fiiffocation  and  other 
fymptoms  were  without  intermilfion.  To 
thefe  was  now  added  another  of  a  more 
extraordinary  nature,  which  at  laft  roufed 
the  indolence  of  her  friends :  it  was  a  total 
fupprelfion  of  her  urine  and  ftools.  I  was 
•  then  fent  for.  I  confidered  the  cafe  with 
all  the  attention  that  its  fmgularity  re¬ 
quired. 
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quired.’  She  was  feveral  times  founded 
without  finding  a  fingle  drop  of  urine  in 
the  bladder;  and  itwas.fibt  till  aftet  a  rnuU 
tiplicity  of  experiments  that  I  at  laft  began 
to  difcovet  the  truth.  This  Wery  fingular 
fyiiiptom  feemed  evidently  to  proceed  froni 
the  drynefs  of  the  blood,  which  was  thence 
tillable  to  fecrete  any  urine.  The  fup« 
preffiOri  Of  llool  was  not  fo  wonderful,  be- 
caufe  there  have  been  many  inftances  of  the 
like  nature;  (a) 

(a)  Ih  the  for  April  17^4,  tve  are  told 

of  a  man  who  was  two  years  without  going  to  ftool,  I 
myfelf  knew  an  inveterate  hyflerica!  patient,  who  went  td 
(tool  only  every  three  months.  The  caufe  of  this  indifpo- 
fition  feemed  to  be  the  extreme  drynefs  of  the  bowels,  and 
that  burning  heat  which  confumed  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  excrement.  I  therefore  prefcribed  chicken- water,  w'arm 
bathing,  and  cold  fomentation.  A  pkyfieian  of  reputa^ 
tion  was,  on  the  contrary,  of  opinion,  that  the  difeafe  was 
organical,  and  owing  to  a  dilatidn  of  the  colon,  and  the 
Gcnfequent  ftrangulation  of  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  in- 
teftinal  canal.  For  this  reafon  he  advifed  dry  friction,  of 
with  uno-’uents,  to  the  belly,  with  which  the  patient  com- 
plied  during  a  whole  year^  but  without  the  defired  efFefti 
Hence  rGoriduded,  that  if  this  phyfician  had  been  right  iii 
his  conj^Sture,  the  ftag nation  of  die  excrement  muft  ne- 
celfarily  have  produced  fymptoms  of  the  illiac  paffion.  I 
accordingly  took  the  liberty  to  reprefent  to  this  oracle^  the: 
'  fahacy  of  his  fupp  >(ed  caufe;  but  when  oracles  have  pro- 
lAuunced,  reprefentation  becomes  ufclefs^ 
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Her  want  of  fleep,  and  the  little  nourifh'^ 
ment  fhe  took,  having  greatly  contributed 
to  the  drynefs  of  her  blood,  and  the  other 
fluids,  I  conceived  that  the  warm  bath  was 
the  only  remedy  I  could  prefcribe.  She  there¬ 
fore  bathed  for  a  month  together,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  fhe  had  a  very  foetid  fool  in 
the  water,  in  which  fhe  alfo  parted  with 
worms  and  grumous  blood,  but  no  urine. 
She  continued  the  ufe  of  the  bath  for  two 
whole  months,  but  without  effect.  During 
this  time  fhe  had  two  elyfters  every  day,  to  as 
little  piirpofe.  Her  conftant  drink  was  chick¬ 
en-water.  She  took  feveral  opening  apozems, 
and  emolient  oily  draughts,  and  her  nourifh- 
ment  was  of  the  moft  diluting  nature. 

As  it  was  then  fummer,  1  thought  it  pro¬ 
bable  that  her  urine  might  pafs  off  by  perfpira- 
tion,  which  carried  off  the  little  moifture 
that  could  be  conveyed  into  the  blood.  Deba¬ 
ting  within  myfelf  on  the  explication  of  a 
phsenomenon  fo  extraordinary,  I  confulted 
with  my  brethren,  who  very  much  doubted 
the  fadt.  It  was  neceffary  to  come  to  the 
proof.  The  girl  was  conftantly  watched,  and 
clofely  confined  in  her  chamber  :  They  gave 
her  food  and  drink  during  eight  days;  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  they  were  convinced,  fhe 
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had  no  evacuation.  The  truth  of  the  fadh 
could  then  be  no  longer  contefted,  and  fhe 
was  ordered  to  continue  the  bathing. 

But  as  the  hammer  heat  became  every  day 
more  violent,  the  conftant  fweat  and  infenfi- 
ble  perfpiration  prevented  the  good-  effedls  of 
the  warm  bath.  1  requefted-  that  it  might  be* 
changed  to  the  cold,  in  order  to  increafe  ithe 
refiftance  on  the  furface  of  the  {kin,  and  there¬ 
by  determine  the  blood  to  the  kidneys.  This- 
immediately  operated;  The  girl  had  another 
flool,  and  made  water.-  I  made  her  continue- 
this  remedy  for  two  whole  months,  remain¬ 
ing  ten  hours  a  day  in  the  bath,  and  to  make 
it  ftill  colder,  pieces  of  ice  were  every  now 
and  then  thrown  into  the  water,  which  in- 
creafed  the  quantity  of  urine,  and  diminifh- 
ed  its  heat.  By  this  means,  I  had  the  pleafure 
of  reftoringthe  patient’s  natural  evacuations. 
To  explain  the  adtion  of  the  bath  in  the  cafe 
above-mentioned,  let  us  confider  its  efixds ; 
.which  are  to  relax,  to  foften,  to  moiften  the 
dry  .and  cornuated  folids,  to  condenfe  the' 
rarefied  fluids,  to  diflblve  their  falts,  and  to- 
corredt  their  predominating  acrimony,  by  re- 
.  ftoring  their  vehicle  of  which  they  were  de¬ 
prived.  Thus  it  operates,  and  thus  it  cures^ 
.  the  difeafes  in  which  it  is  indicated,  being  in 
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its  nature  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  .diffe¬ 
rent  caufes  by  which  fuch  diforders  are  pro¬ 
duced.  This  remedy,  properly  adminiftered, 
that  is  to  fay^  either  warm  or  agreeably  cold* 
will  be  beyond  ail  cofitradidion,  the  greateft 
diluter  we  knqW  of ;  not  only  for  the  relax¬ 
ation  and  moiftening  of  the  teguments,  but 
alfo  for  fupplying  the  mafs  of  blood  with  a 
fufiicient  quantity  of  aqueous  vehicle. 

The  force  with  which  water  infinuates  it- 
felf  into  the  pores  is  iraimenfe.  Philofophers 
are  ftill  ignorant  of  its  power.  The  particles 
of  this  fluid  penetrate  into  the  pores  of  the 
teguments,  into  their  clofeft  texture,  even  in¬ 
to  the  glands,  and  feparate  the  fibres  from 
each  other  with  as  much  violence  as  thefe 
particles  fplit  rocks.  The  texture  of  the 
moiftened  parts,  yielding  in  every  direction, 
becomes  pliable  s  the  water  thus  foaking  in¬ 
to  the  veffels  and  membranes,  bears  down 
every  obftacle ;  it  attacks,  by  this  means,  the 
difeafes  of  the  folids,  and  of  the'  fluids,  even 
into  their  deepefl;  recefles,  where  it  could  not 
otherwife  have  entered,  the  circulation  be¬ 
ing  obftrufted. 

In  the  fame  manner,  the  extreme  drynefs 
of  the  membranes  and  nerves  yield  to  this 
powerful  fpecific.  The  capillary  veffels,  whofe 
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dimenfions  are  fo  much  contradled,  that  the 
circulation  is  intercepted,  become  foftened, 
and  eafily  yield  to  the  impulfe  of  the  fluids  j 
the  fecretions  hitherto  fupprefled  by  obflruc- 
tion,  or  rather  by  the  obliteration  of  their  ca¬ 
nals,  are  at  the  fame  time  reftored ;  and  the 
fluids,  whofe  denfity,  thicknefs,  drynefs,  and 
acrimony,  render  them  unfit  for  circulation, 
recover  their  vehicle,  and  contribute  to  the 
general  re-eflablifhment  of  the  machine. 

The  powerful  a£lion  of  the  warm,  and, 
more  frequently,  of  the  cold  bath,  has  pro¬ 
duced  many  wonderful  effefts and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  internal  heat  or  rarefaction,  we  muft 
regulate  the  degree  of  heat  or  cold  of  thehath. 

It  is  eafily  comprehended,  that  where  the 
rarefaction  of  the  fluids  is  extreme,  and  the 
corhuofity  of  the  nerves  at  its  greatefi;  de¬ 
gree,  we  can  never  effeCt  the  relaxation  of 
the  folids,  without  previoufly  leffening  the 
rarefaction  of  the  fluids,  which  cannot  be  ac- 
complifhed  but  by  the  cold  bath.  Thus,  in 
fuch  cafes,  we  find  the  water  warmed  by  the 
internal  heat  of  the  body,  and  are  therefore 
obliged  to  replenifli  it  with  cold,  to  render  it 
capable  of  diminifliing  this  exceffive  heat, 
and  of  producing  the  defired  effeCt  in  the 
temperature  of  the  blood  and  other  juices. 

Oa 
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On  the  other  hand,  we  may  conclude,  that 
In  this  cafe,  the  warm  bath  would  be  preju¬ 
dicial ;  as,  by  its  effed:,  the  blood  becomes 
rarefied,  the  refpiration  increafed,  the  fat  dif- 
folved,  which  tranfpiring  by  the  fkin,  dilates 
the  pores ;  the  blood  becomes  more  alkalef- 
cent,  and  its  texture  loofe.  Let  us  therefore 
confider  the  warm  bath,  in  fuch  cafes,  as  ve¬ 
ry  prejudicial,  and  entirely  oppofite  to  our  de- 
fign.  The  general  warm  or  cold  bath  ape- 
rates  on  the  whole  body  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  partial  bath  operates  on  the  part  to 
which  it  is  applied ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  the 
rarefadiori  of  the  blood  be  greater  in  any 
one  part  of  the  body,  it  is  generally  and  ef~ 
ficacioufly  attacked  b)r  this  remedy,  and  its 
fymptoms  relieved.  The  cold  fomentation 
applied  to  the  belly,  affuages  the  intenfe  heat 
of  the  inteftines,  by  leflening  the  rarefadion 
of  the  blood,  which  being  forced  into  thefe 
parts,  the  circulation  becomes  impeded.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  the  brain  be  affeded  by  the 
fame  caufe,  cold  water  applied  to  the  head  will, 
by  ftifiling  the  firfl;  fparks,  prevent  a  general 
inflammation.  In  fhort,  if  the  breaft,  or  any 
one  of  the  three  cavities,  be  affeded  by  the 
quicknefs  and  impetuofity  of  the  blood,  and 
that  it  is  neceilary  to  be  expeditious  in  clivert- 
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ing  its  courfe,  the  cold  pediluvium  in  fneh 
circumflances,  will  quickly  produce  a  falutary 
revolution,  and  thus,  by  averting  the  llroke,^ 
will  remove  the  danger. 

Thefe  are  the  weapons  we  ihould  always 
ufe  in  fubduing  this  Hydra ;  efpecially  when 
it  appears  to  us  in  the  form  of  the  diieafe  cal¬ 
led  hyftericai.  This  baleful  cameleon  wall 
find  its  antidote  in  the  uniformity  and  fim- 
’  plicity  of  the  remedy  I  propofe :  and  though 
it  very  frequently  appears  invincible,  the 
-  conftancy  of  the  phyfician  will  neverthelefa 
prevail,  and  his  vidlory  be  the  more  glorious, 
in  having  vanquifhed  a  difeafe  which  hath  hi-» 
fnerto  been  the  opprobrium  of  the  great  mafs 
ters  of  our  art. 
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Spafmodic  Fever. 

\ 

fever  to  which  hyfterical  patients 
_M.  are  more  or  lefs  fubjedf,  vvoll  be  of_ 
that  clafs  which  phyficians  call  non  hunioralis^ 
that  is  to  fay,  not  produced  by  the  prefence 
•of  any  febrile  matter,  but  proceeded  only 
from  a  defed;  of  the  nervous  fyftem',  which 
confifls  in  a  general  vibration,  and  a  too 
great  tenfion  of  their  fibres ;  the  confe-  • 
quence  of  which  is,  a  confiderable  incrcafe 
■of  force  in  the  heart,  the  arteries  and  the 
veins. 

To  conceive  how  it  is  poffible  for  this 
nervous  defed  to  produce  a  fever,  we  will 
fay  with  Mr.  Fizes,  that  when  the  nerves 
are  violently  agitated,  the  whole  fyftem 
becomes  difturbed  \  the  nervous  fluid  will 
be  determined,  by  thofe  violent  and  un~ 
iifual  agitations,  in  greater  abundance,  to 
the  parts  through  v/hich  they  are  diftri- 
buted.  Every  fibre  will  thence  be  ex¬ 
tended  beyond  its  natural  tone,  efpecially 
thofe  which  are  in  continuai  motion  ;  be- 

I  4  caufe, 
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caufe,  in  thefe  parts,  the  nervous  fluid  finds 
lets  refiftance.  Thus  the  folids,  efpecially 
the  heart  and  arteries,  whofe  motions  never 
ceafe,  adt  with  the  greater  force ;  the  blood 
will  thus  be  agitated  with  more  violence, 
and  thereby  produce  a  rarefaction  by  which 
every  organ  is  diftended,  and  their  elafti- 
city  increafed.  This  power  conftantly  in- 
creafes'by  the  reciprocal  aClion  of  the  folids 
on  the  fluids,  and  of  the  fluids  on  the 
lolids.  The  blood  will  therefore  be  pro¬ 
pelled  with  greater  impetuofity  from  the 
heart  into  the  arteries,  and  by  the  arteries 
again  into  the  heart.  Thence  the  frequent 
contractions  of  the  heart,  and  confequently 
of  the  pulfe. 

Eefides,  the  blood  being  rarefied  by  this 
extraordinary  agitation,  circulates  with  diffi¬ 
culty  through  the  capilary  veflels,  and  even 
thefe  veflels  being  frequently  contracted  by 
habitual  fpafms,  tranfmit  very  little  or  no 
blood,  while  the  other  velfels  afford  a  free 
paflage.  This  is  an  additional  caufe  for  the 
frequency  of  the  pulfe,  and  the  violent  con¬ 
tractions  of  the  heart,  the  two  circumftances 
requifite  to  conftitute  a  fever,  which  the 
fame  author  defines  to  be.  an  increafed  ce-' 
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lerlty  of  the  pulfe,  with  a  conftant  and  oh- 
vious  debility  of  the  animal  fundlions. 

According  to  this  theory,  the  hyfterical 
temperature  is,  beyond  contradiction,  the 
moft  proper  to  exhibit  this  fpecies  of  fever ; 
becaufe  the  fpafmodic  tenfion  of  the  nerves, 
and  the  rarefaCtlon  of  the  fluids,  are  pecu¬ 
liar  to  this  conftitution.  This  fever  there¬ 
fore  fhould  be  treated  differently  from  the 
humoralis.  The  caufe  of  this  difeafe  can 
never  be  removed  by  purgatives  and  other 
alterative  medicines,  fince  it  does  not  exifi; 
in  the  fluids ;  on  the  contrary,  our  attack 

S 

fhould  be  made  on  the  nerves,  which  are 
to  a  violent  degree  ftretched  and  irritated. 
By  thus  diminifhing  the  rarefaCtion  of  the 
fluids,  we  reduce  the  circulation,  and  con- 
fequently  lower  the  pulfe.  I  might  relate 
many  praClical  cafes,  which  are  all  de¬ 
duced  from  the  opinion  of  the  author 
above-mentioned,  evidently  proving  the 
exiftence  of  the  caufe  which  he  affigns ; 
but  fhall  content  myfelf  with  a  Angle  ex¬ 
ample. 

de  St.  Joeurs,  a  novice  of  a  Car¬ 
melite  nunnery,  eighteen  years  of  age,  of  a 
bilious,  fanguine  and  very  hot  temperament, 
was  attacked  with  a  moft  violent  fever, 

attended 


5  3^  Spafrnodic  Fever. 

attended  with  a  cough,  opprelllon,  and  a 
flight  fpitting  of  blood.  She  was  repeatedly 
bled,  and  the  moil:  emolient  ptifans,  emul-? 
iions,  and  feveral  clyilers  adminiftered, . 
which  removed  thefe  fymptoms.  The  fe¬ 
ver  neverthelefs  had  continued  for  upwards 
of  three  weeks,  when  I  was  confulted. 
The  llun  was  hard  and  fcaly,  the  tongue 
diy,  with  a  conftant  reftleffnefs,  fymptoms 
which  denoted  a  confiderable  effervefcence, 
Hyfteric  fits  enfued,  attended  with  cholics, 
lorborygnih  fpafms  of  the  bladder  and  kid¬ 
neys  ;  the  urine  was  clear  and  limpid,  and 
the  menjes  irregular,  all  which  plainly  indi^ 
Gated  an  hyfterical  diforder. 

The  patient  had  received  fome  relief 
from  the  cbicken-ptifan,  and  emolient  fo¬ 
mentations  ;  but  the  tenfion  of  the  nerves, 
and  the  rarefaction  of  the  fluids  being  fo 
extreme,  it  was  neceflary  to  have  recourfe 
to  more  powerful  remedies.  The  bath, 
which  the  patient  herfelf  earneftly  requefled, 
could  only  produce  the  defired  effed. 
An  invrard  burning  heat  impelled  nature 
to  wdfii  for  this  remedy.  She  v/ent  into 
the  bath  with  pleafure,  and  for  two  months 
together,  remained  in  it  fix  hours  every 
day.  Her  fleep  returned,  and  her  pulfe, 

Vv'hich 
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■which  beat  a  hundred  and  thirty  in  the 
fpace  of  a  minute,  was  by  degrees  reduced 
to  ninety,  the  natural  ftate  of  this  lady’s’ 
pulfe.  Her  fkin  became  fupple  and  moifi; ; 
the  menfes  returned  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  urine,  and  brought  with  them  a  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  fand  and  gravel,  with 
which  the  kidneys  had  been  loaded,  by 
the  contradlion  of  the  fecretary  veffels,  and 
the  patient  was  reflored  to  her  former  health, 
•which  fhe  fill  enjoys. 

One  may  difcover  in  this  cafe,  the  caufe 
of  the. celerity  of  the  hyfterical  pulfe,  and 
alfo  comprehend,  why  it  fo  frequently  con¬ 
centrates,  in  order  to  expand  alternately  in 
the  hyfterical  paroxifm.  The  irregular  of- 
cillations  of  the  arteries  and  of  the  heart, 
produced  by  the  fpafmodic  motion  of  the 
nerves,  and  the  irregular  flow  of  the  animal 
fpirits,  are  evidently  the  caufe. 

The  efficacy  of  the  warm  bath  is,  I 
fhould  fuppofe,  known  to  every  phyflcian, 
and  if  they  do  not  more  frequently  pre- 
fcribe  this  remedy,  it  is  doubtlefs,  becaufe 
they  meet  with  diftjculties  in  its  adminiftra- 
tion. 

It  is  well  known,  that  Hyppocrates  him- 
felf  prefcribed  this  remedy  in  a  fever,  which 

he 


140  Spafmodic  "Fever. 

he  faid  proceeded  neither  from  the  bile  nor 
phlegm,  but  from  fome  other  caufe  (a). 
Celfus  prefcribed  the  warm  bath  in  the  fe- 
hris  ephemera.,  and  even  in  the  decline  of 
other  fevers,  when  proceeding  from  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  that  the  patient  was  of  a  hot  and 
dry  temperament,  (b) 

Alexander  of  Trales  fo  conftantly  recom¬ 
mended  this  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  this 
kind  of  fever,  that  in  his  time  fuch  patients 
commonly  went  to  the  baths  without  the  ad¬ 
duce  of  a  phyfician.  Slpi  oh  lajjitiidhmn  fe~ 
hrlcit ariint plerimique  medicos  non  expectant ; 
fed Jlatim  uhi  febrim  decUnaJfe  cen/uerint.,  ad 
halneum  profici/cuntur.,  tanquatn  a  natura  qua- 
dam  cdocii.,  optimum  pr£cipuumque  remedium 
ejfe  defat  ig  at  is  lavacrum.  Si  namque  cor  pis  re¬ 
ar  ementis  vacuum.,  neque  plethoricurn,  aut  vi~ 
tiofis  obnoxium  fuccis  inventum  fuerit,  maxirne 
juvantur  if).  In  the  hefdc  fever,  Galen  was 
ignorant  of  any  other  fpecific  than  the  warm 
bath,  which  he  terminated  by  making  it 
moderately  cold :  In  heiticis  vero  febnbus., 

(a)  Hipp.  Lib.  2.  epidem,  &  encore  de  Morb.  !ib.  2.  de 
diaeta,  lib.  2. 

(b)  Celfe^  Meth.  med.  lib.  VIIL  cap.  2.  &  lib.  lo,  cap, 
10. 

(c)  Alexand.  lib*  I2.  cap. 
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id  quod  remedium  affert,,  calid£  fohm  non  ejl^^ 
fedfrigidue  (a). 

The  antients  were,  we  may  conclude,  well 
acquainted  with  the  advantages  of  this-  re¬ 
medy,  by  the  great  ufe  they  made  of  it.  Read 
the  old  medical  writers  and  you  will  find,  that 
they  prefcribed  the  bath  in  the  decline  of  all 
fevers.  The  fame  oracle  above-mentioned, 
who  praftifed  in  a  hot  and  dry  climate,  like 
ours,  even  prefcribed  the  bath  in  the  cure  of 
tertian  fevers,  as  he  tells  us :  Ft  ft  tihi  cocii- 
onis figna  ejlendantur^  tunc  etiam  fi  fapius  la~ 
veris^  nihil  diliqueru  (b).  Alexander  expreffes 
himfelf  upon  the  fubjedl  with  ftill  greater  en¬ 
ergy,  for  he  adds  :  Balneiwt^  ut  maxime  pre-^ 
fidium  ipjis  pr£beiidum.)  fnaxinie  calido  Jiccoque 
temperamento  pr^ditis^  ^  qui  crehris  uti  la~ 
vacris  confueverunt :  nec  non  cociio  omnina  ex- 
peel  anda  ejl,i  fed  ubi fecit  as  urget.,  etiam  ante 
concodlionem  lav  are  convenit.  ^uid  enirn  cor- 
pus  bile  exardefeens  humeciare  aut  refrigerare 
pneterquam  aquapotef  (c)  ?  Can  there  be  a 
greater  conformity  to  the  fyftem  of  thefe' 
great  men,  than  the  pradice  which  I  recom- 

(a)  Gafen^  Meth.  meJ,  lib.  lo.  cap.  lo. 

(b)  Gafenus  de  arte  curand.  ad  glauconj  lib.  i.  cap.  9. 

(c)  Alexand.  lib*.  12.  cap.  6,^ 
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mend.  Their  authority,  equally  ancient  and 
refpe£table,  will,  I  hope,  clear  me  from  the 
odious  afperfion  of  being  an  innovator.  So 
far  from  defiring  to  be  confidered  as  a  law¬ 
giver  in  the  art  of  medicine,  I  glory  in  being 
the  difciple  of  thefe  illuflrious  teachers,  who 
are  at  prefent  very  little  regarded  by  fuch  as 
wiih  to  eftabliih  a  new  method. 


CHAP. 


/ 
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MON  GST  the  variety  of  letters  which, 


I  have  received  from  different  towns 


in  this  kingdom,  fince  the  publication  of 


my  firft  eflay,  I  am  permitted  to  divulge 
one,  in  which  the  nervous  fymptoms  are 
defcribed  with  the  more  accuracy,  as  the 
patient,  who  had  for  many  years  been  fub- 
jedl;  to  a  nervous  clifeafe,  learnt,  by  his  own 
experience,  to  exprefs  himfelf  feelingly  and 
in  medical  terms.  This  letter  and  the 
memoire  by  which  it  was  accompanied, 
will  be  followed  by  my  ovrn  opinion,  which 
was  requefted  upon  this  fubjefl;  aud  which 
furnilhes  us  vrith  a  clear  and  diftiaft  con¬ 
ception  of  the  hypochondriac  difeafe,  and  of 
the  treatment  moft  proper  for  it. 

Letter  from  Mr.  De  La  Roquette. 


Sir, 


IN  a  tour  which  I  lately  made  to  Mont¬ 
pelier,  I  read  with  real  fatisfadion  your 
work,  entitled,  Jn  EJfay  on  the  Nervous 
Difeafe s  of  both  Sexes,  &c.  You  make  ufe 


of 
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of  fuch  powerful  remedies  in  the  cure  of  this 
diforder,  and  paint  them  in  fuch  ftriking 
colours,  that  one  muft  be  doubly  vaporous 
not  to  approve  and  acknowledge  a  method 
fo  palpable  and  fo  clear.  The  fadls, 
W'hich  are  fo  well  fupported  by  your 
judicious  cafes,  leave  us  nothing  to  hope 
or  defire,  and  every  impartial  practitioner, 
every  friend  to  mankind,  would  think 
it,  I  fhould  imagine,  his  duty  to  tread 
in  your  footfteps.'  A  fine  leflbn  for  ouf 
flavifh  imitators  of  the  medical  oracles,  for 
our  zealous  partizans  for  amber  and  caflor, 
and  for  others  Hill  more  rafh,  who  pre¬ 
fer  ibe  no  other  remedy  for  convulfive  dif- 
orders  than  purgatives  and  antifpafmodics, 
I  could  inftance  more  than  one  viCtim  wdio 
has  fallen  a  facrifice  to  this  fatal  praClice, 
and  I  myfelf  have  but  juft  efcaped  being 
of  this  number,  as  you  will  judge  by  the 
inclofed  memoire  which  I  take  the  liberty 
pf  fending  you.  I  flatter  myfelf,  from 
the  zeal  with  which  you  love  to  oblige, 
that  you  wdll  honour  me  with  your  advice 
concerning  the  courfe  I  fhould  take  to  re¬ 
cover  myfelf  from  that  ftate  of  languor  to 
which  I  have  been  for  a  long  time  reduced. 
In  expectation  of  this  mark  of  your  good- 

nefs. 
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heFs,  I  beg  you  ’v\all  be  perfuaded,  that  no¬ 
thing  can  add  to  the  refpediful  confideratioti 
‘with  which  I  iam,  &c.” 


Signed  La  Roquette,  a  Breau, 
the  14th  of  Auguft)  1760. 

CASE. 


1  AM  about  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  of 
a  thin  and  dry  temperament,  and  extremely 
atrabilarious.’  I  enjoyed  very  good  health, 
till  I  w^as  about  twenty-five,  wdien  I  per¬ 
ceived  fome  flight  pains  in  my  head  and  fre¬ 
quent  drowfinefs,  which  proceeded  from  ex¬ 
traordinary  application  of  mind.  Pvly  phy- 
fician  ordered  me  to  be  bled  in  the  foot,  and, 
four  and  twenty  hours  afterwards,  to  take 
an  emetic  diflblved  in  a  fufficienf  quantity 
of  water,  and  to  drink  a  wine  glafs  at  a 
lime.  The  firfl:  glafs  made  me  vomit; 
but  the  fecond  paifing  into  the  inteftines, 
purged  me  violently,  which  greatly  increafed 
my  pains. 

\ 

Some  days  after,  I  perceived  an  extreme 
heat  in  my  ftomach,  accompanied  Vvith 
very  confiderable  pain,  and  a  fever  imme- 

L  diately 
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diately  enfued.  To  prevent  eonfequences, 
I  was  bled  three  times ;  my  urine  became; 
clear  as  water,  and  my  belly  entirely  confti- 
pated  I  was  alfo'  attacked  with  twitchings^ 
convulhve  fuffocation,  and'  the  external  he- 
morrhoides.  I  was  fenfible  of  a  throbbinp- 

O 

in  the  abdomen,  and  in  my  ears,  which 
ftill  exifts,  but  which  I  do^  not  feel?  except  Ira 
bed. 

To  relieve  me  from  this-  grievous  fitua» 
tion,  I  was  ordered  to  ufe  the  domeftic  bath 
a  dozen  times ;  to  take  aperative  broths  of 
every  kind,  clarified  whey,  with  fumetary, 
aperative  and  fedative  eledtuaries,  ftomatics,. 
bitters,  camphor,  and  the  tincture  of  caftor. 
I  was  confined  to  a  milk  diet ;  but  fhould 
tell  you,  that  the  milk  hound  me  up,  made 
me  drowfy,  and  the  whole  machine  became 
infenfiblc. 

It  were  unnecefiTary  to  enumerate  the  dif¬ 
ferent  remedies  which  were  applied ;  I  will? 
only  fay,  that  notwithftanding  my  punctu¬ 
ality  and  perfeverance,  they  were  always  to 
no  purpofe.  As  it  is  now  almoft  a  year  fince 
1  have  difcontinued  the  ufe  of  any  medicine, 
I  will  endeavour  to  defcribe  my  prefent  fitu~ 
ation,  which  is  but  little  different  from  what 
it  was,  but  w.hkh.  will  enable  you  to  form 

fomc 
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Sojne  judgment  how  ill  thtefe  medicines  were 
adapted  to  my  diforden 

My  appetite  is  pretty  good,  but  at  the  end 
of  every  meal  I  am  fenfible  of  a  ftrifture  a-* 
crofs  the  umbilical  region,  accompanied  w^ith 
a  throbbing  which  afeends  as  high  as  the  flo- 

t 

mach*  If  I  do  not  perceive  this  ftriflure,  or 
more  properly  fpeaking,  this  fpafmodic  fen- 
fation,  my  head  becomes  confufed )  I  am  im¬ 
mediately  feized  with  cold  convulfive  fits  *. 
a  naufea  and  megrim  enfues.  And  thus  am 
I  daily  affe£l;ed  in  this  alternate  manner  r 
nor  am  I  better  after  eating  a  final!  bit  of 
bread  than  after  a  hearty  meal.  My  fleep  is 
very  found  ;  but  when  I  rife  in  the  mo'rning, 

I  feel  benumbed,  and  as  it  were  bruifed. 

I  am  fo  Gonftipated,  that  I  go  to  ftool  but 
once  in  four  days ;  after  which  there  re¬ 
mains  a  hardnefs  in  the  inteftines,  or  a  ful- 
nefs  in  the  hemorrhoidal  veffels.  If,  by 
chance,  I  feel  neither  of  thefe  fymptoms, 
my  head  is  confufed,  and  a  megrim  fol¬ 
lows  :  the  pain  is  conftantly  in  my  right 
temple. 

I  live  regularly :  if  I  be  tempted  to  eat 
any  thing  too  fait,  my  inteftines  are  imme¬ 
diately  aff’eded.  When  I  come  near  the 

L  2  fire, 
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fire,  the  abdomen  is  contradted.  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  fenfible  of  cold.  There  is  not  the 
leafi;  reafon  to  iulpedl  the  venereal  njirus. 
Since  I  have  read  your  work,  I  have  debarred 
myfelf  from  the  ufe  of  wine,  liqueurs  and 
cofree,  of  which  hitherto  I  had  drank  to  ex- 
cefs.  I  now  drink  nothing  but  water,  and 
muft  confefs  that  I  find  myfelf  better,  and 
the  megrim  lefs  frequent. 

In  anfwer  to  the  above  cafe,  I  returned  the 
following 

OPINION. 

THE  fymptoms  related  in  the  above  me¬ 
moir,  perfectly  charadlerife  an  inveterate 
nervous  diforder.  The  earned;  application 
to  which  the  patient  had  devoted  himfelf 
in  his  early  years,  and  the  heating  remedies 
which  he  had  ufed,  affifted  in  augmenting 
the  difeafe;  that  is  to  fay,  the  extreme 
wade  of  the  animal  fpirits,  and  the  confide- 
rable  evacuations  produced  by  medicine,  had 
greatly  impoveridied  the  mafs  of  the  duids  ; 
and  thefe  becoming  thick  and  grofs,  were 
unable  to  fupply  the  various  fecretions ;  hence 
thefolids  grew  dry,  and  a  cornuofity  was  the 
confequence  :  and  this  adlualiy  produced  the 
difeafe  in  quedion. 


This 
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This  difeafc,  though  curable,  will,  for  a 
long  time,  refill  the  moll  proper  remedies, 
owing  to  the  grofs  millakes  which  have 
been  committed  in  the  beginning  of  the 
-diforder.  The  innumerable  purgatives, 
emetics,  heating  llomatics,  aperatives,  diu¬ 
retics  and  antifpafmodics,  have  fo  difordered 
the  machine,  by  irritating  the  nerves,  and 
drying  the  fluids,  that  we  cannot  hope  to 
remove  the  difeafe  but  by  a  long  courfe  of 
‘oppolite  remedies. 

The  indications  requiring  our  attention, 

r 

'are,  to  re-ellablilh '  the  digellive  faculties  by 
calming  their  fury ;  to  dilute  the  mafs  of 
the  fluids,  and  to  correct  a  vitiated  nervous 
fyllem,  by  giving  it  the  flexibility  neceffary 
for  the  free  exercife  of  the  funTiions  of  th-e 
mind  and  body. 

To  produce  thefe  elFeds,  the  patient 
fhould  inllantly  begin  with  taking  chicken- 
ptifan,  which  Ihould  be  his  common,  be- 
veridge  for  a  whole  month.  This  ptilan 
fliould  be  made  with  a  young  pullet  about 
the  fize  of  a  quail,  Head  and  gutted  whilil 
warm,  and  then  boiled  in  fix  pints  of, water 
for  half  an  hour.  Strain  it  without  fqueez- 
ing,  and  to  give  it  a  flavour,  you  may  add  a 
little  bit  of  lemon  peel. 

L  3 
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After  the  ufe  of  this  ptifan,  clyfters  of 
common  water,  juft  warmed,  fliould  be  ad- 
miniftered  ;  then  the  warm  bath,  but  almoft 
cold,  in  which  the  patient  fhould  remain, 
if  pojdible,  two  or  three  hours  together* 
When  he  comes  out  of  the  bath,  he  fhould 
get  into  a  cold  bed,  and  then  drink  fome 
broth,  which  fhould  be  made  with  4  oz.  of 
a  neck  of  lamb,  the  thighs  of  three  frogs, 
the  heart  of  a  lettuce,  and  a  pinch  of  bitter 
fuccory.  Simple  water  fhould  be  his  corn* 
mon  beveridge. 

After  thirty  or  forty  bathings,  and  as 
many  mefles  of  broth,  he  fhould  begin  with 
the  mineral-water  of  Teujett  which  he 
fhould  drink  before  breakfaft,  a  pint  at  a 
time,  for  nine  mornings,  quite  cold,  and 
without  the  addition  of  any  kind  of  purga¬ 
tive  fait ;  after  this,  let  him  take  clarified, 
or  rather  diftilled  whey.  He  may  ufe  the 
above  remedies  alternately,  acquainting  us 
with  their  effeft,  and  of  the  fituation  in 
which  he  then  finds  himfelf. 

Bleeding,  purgatives,  liqueurs  and  coffee, 
are  entirely  prohibited.  The  patient  fhould, 
by  all  means,  avoid  any  application  of  mind, 
or  elfe  medicine  will  be  ineffedtual.  He 
fhould  now  and  then  ride  on  horfeback,  walk 

every 
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every  day,  or  ride  in  a  carriage,  by  way  of 
diffipation,  in  order  to  remove  the  melan¬ 
choly  ideas'  which  his  diforder  had  pro¬ 
duced. 

His  diet  fhouM  be  mild  and  diluting; 
fuch  as  frefh  meats,  fowls  of  every  kind, 
mutton,  veal,  lamb,  and  filh,  boiled  or  fried 
in  fat.  His  conftant  beveridge,  pure  fpring 
or  river  water,  or,  which  is  ilill  better,  cif- 
tern  or  rain-water.  Of  thefe  he  fhould 
drink  very  plentifully,  not  only  at  his 
meals,  but  feveral  times  in  the  day,  efpe- 
cially  at  breakfaft.  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
the  patient  will  ftriftly  obferve  the  above  re¬ 
gimen,  and  upon  thefe  conditions,  I  dare  an- 
fwer  for  his  cure^ 

.Arks,  Auguft 

iStilj  ly6o^ 

PoMME,  Junr.  Med. 

The  patient  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with 
the  hopes  I  gave  him,  that  he  wrote  imme¬ 
diately  a  fecond  letter,  teftifying  his  ac¬ 
knowledgments,  afluring  me  that  he  was 
impatient  to  begin  with  my  preferiptions, 
being  convinced  of  their  efficacy.  The 
very  fame  day,  he  began  with  the'  chicken- 
w^ater,  next  with  the  -warm  bath,  and  lefl; 
he  ffiould  fail  in  his  promife,  he  flayed  in 

L  4  the 


the  water  more  than  three  hours  every  day, 
Thefe  remedies  procured  a  calm,  by  pror- 
ducing  the  delired  relaxation,  and  the  Veufet 
water,  which  was  the  next  fpecific,  fearched 
the  inteftines  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  pe- 
netrated  even  into  the  fmallefl;  recefles  of 
the  glands,  and  vifcera^  cleanfing  them  of 
every  impurity.  The  evacuations  were  fo 
moderate,  that  the  patient’s  flrength  fufFered 
no  injury.  But  the  tenfion  of  the  fibres  be¬ 
ing  too  obftinate  to  yield  immediately,  it 
was  neceiTary  to  make  frequent  repetitions. 
Diftilled  whey  effedlually  affifted  the  addi¬ 
tional  remedies  which  we  found  it  neceflary 

» 

to  employ.  The  patient  having  perfevered 
in  this  regimen  for  a  year,  recovered  hia 
ufual  health,  as  is  demonftrated  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter. 

Lette.r  from  M,  De  La  Roquette, 

S  I  R, 

I  HAD  pofitively  determined  to  have  the 
honour  of  feeing  you,  but  am  prevented  by 
the  rains,  the  froft  and  the  winds ;  ne- 
vertlielefs  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  I  fhall 
have  that  pleafure,  ere  it  be  long ;  mean 
time,  beg  you  will  accept  of  my  prayers 
to  heaven  in  your  favour,  on  this  firfl;  day 

of 
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of  the  year.  You  ought  to  be  convinced 
of  the  fmcerity,  fmce  you  know  my  motive. 
You  have  given  me  health  in  the  room  of  a 
difeafe,  which  for  twelve  or  thirteen  years 
kept  both  body  and  mind  in  continual  agita¬ 
tion  :  you  will  therefore  be' always  entitled 
to  my  'moft  lively  acknowledgments.  I 
am  fenfible  of  the  bleffing :  Could  you  fee 
my  heart,  you  would  then  be  convinced  that 
I  can  nevei'-be  ungrateful,  and  that  you  can 
have  no  idea  of  the  fincerity  with  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JS.  Brean,  January 

■5'*'? La  Roquet TE, 

Mr.  de  la  Roquette’s  gratitude  was  fo  ar¬ 
dent,  that  he  w'as  extremely  delirous  of  ta¬ 
king  a  journey  to  Arles.  Relieved  from  his 
complaints,  mafter  of  his  own  actions,  and 
fond  of  exercife,  becaufe  fenfible  how  great¬ 
ly  it  contributes  to  health,  he  could  not  re¬ 
fill  giving  way  to  his  inclinations.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  fet  out,  as  foon  as  the  weather 
3^ould  permit,  and  arrived  here  the  twentieth 

of  April  following.  To  thofe  interefted  in 

1 

the  fubjeT,  our  converfation  vfould  have 
been  very  inftructive.  The  patient’s  defcrip- 
lion  of  his  own  cafe,  improved  by  the  opi¬ 
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nion  of  the  phyficians  whom  he  had  fo  fre¬ 
quently  confulted,  and  by  the  effect  of  the 
remedies  preferibed,  which  fo  far  from  re¬ 
lieving,  had  encreafed  the  diforder,  was  fuf- 
ficiently  energetic  to  engage  the  attention, 
and  to  perfuade  the  moft  ignorant.  The  dif- 
fedion  of  bodies  will  fometimes  difcover  the 
concealed  caufe  of  various  incurable  difeafes ; 
but  it  does  not  always  point  out  the  pofitive 
means  of  cure ;  while  pradical  obfervation, 
direded  by  a  found  and  judicious  theory,  in- 
ilruds  us  in  the  difeafe,  and  at  the  fame  time 
in  the  method  of  cure. 

To  corroborate  the  curative  idea  which 
the  above  cafe  affords,  we  will  authenticate 
the  fads  by  which  it  is  attended.  Two 
opinions  of  one  of  the  greatefl  phyficians 
in  the  kingdom,  which  I  fhall  relate  'ver- 
,  hat  inly  as  extraded  fVom  the  originals 
tranfmitted  to  me  by  M.  de  la  Roquette, 
will  be  fufficient  to  convince  the  vaporous  of 
this  myfterious  incurability,  fo  eafily  com¬ 
prehended  by  thofe  who  are  not  obftinately 
infenfible  to  the  convidion  of  proof  and  de- 
monftration. 
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OPINION. 


Frorn  Montpelier^  for  M.  de  la  Roque tte^ 

Anno  1750, 

THE  throbbing  of  which  the  patient 
complains  in  different  parts  of  the  head 
and  lower  abdomen,  with  the  other  lymp-’ 
toms  mentioned  in  the  above  memoir, 
determine  his  difeafe  to  be  atrabilarious, 
occafioned  by  a  thick,  dry,  and  acrimoniotis 
blood,  and  a  too  great  tenfion  of  the  nervous 
fibres. 

The  laborious  life  which  the  patient  has 
alway  led,  even  to  the  prefent  time,  and 
the  exceffes  in  which  he  has  indulged,  bcca- 
fioned  a  wafte  of  that  mild  mucilage  which 
gives  fluidity  to  the  blood;  hence  the  blood 
acquired  the  bad  qualities  above-mentioned, 
and  the  fibres  became  rigid. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  fluids  and  of  the 
nerves,  the  blood  is  fometimes  obftrudled 
in  its  paffage  through  the  capilary  veffels, 
and  however  trifling  this  obftrudtion,  the 
nervous  filaments  being  too  tenfe  and  in¬ 
flexible,  are  thereby  extremely  agitated, 
which  occafions  the  flight  fpafms  in  the 
different  mufcuiar  parts,  and  confequently 

the 
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the  twitchings,  throbbings,  and  other  fenfa- 
tions  of  the  fame  nature,  which  frequently 
fcize  the  patient  in  different  parts  of  his 
head,  and  in  the  abdominal  mufcles. 

This  difeafe  is  by  no  means  dangerous, 
though  it  may  for  a  long  time  withftand  the 
power  of  medicine.  Our  endeavours  fhould 
be  to  corred;  and  fupport  the  digeftive  facul¬ 
ties,  to  attenuate,  dilute  and  fweeten  the  mafs 
of  blood. 

To  this  end,  the  patient  fhould  firft  lofe 
eight  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm ;  the 
next  day  he  fhould  purge  with  an  ounce 
of  the  root  of  oak-polipody  made  into  a 
decodion,  two  drachms  of  fena,  infufed  for 
eight  and  forty  hours  near  a  flow  fire,  two 
fcruples  of  rhubarb  powdered,  and  half  a 
handful  of  the  flowers  of  the  mallow. 
This,  with  two  ounces  of  manna,  dilfolved 
in  the  firft  draught  of  the  decodion 
ftrained,  fhould  be  taken  the  next  day; 
but  in  the  fecond  draught,  one  ounce  of 
manna  only. 

Tie  fliould  then  begin  with  broth  made 
of  a  young  pullet,  three  cray-fllh,  one 
drachm  of  the  root  of  elecampane,  two 
drachms  of  the  male  piony  root,  a  drachm 

and 
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and  half  of  the  root  of  wild  valerian,  and  a 
handful  of  bitter  garden  fuccoiy. 

This  broth  flrould  be  taken  for  nine 
mornings  fuccelfively ;  after  which  he  fhould 
begin  with  w^hey  made  of  cows  milk,  turned 
with  rennet,  which  fhould  be  taken  every 
morning  at  breakfaft,  tw^elve  ounces  at  a 
time.  This  whey  firould  be  chalybeated, 
by  quenching  in  it,  three  large  nails, 
made  red  hot ;  it  fhould  be  clarified  with 
the  \vhite  of  an  egg,  and  during  the  cla¬ 
rification,  fhould  be  boiled  in  it,  a  fmall 
pinch  of  the  flowers  of  the  hypericum  :  it 
Ihould  be  then  ftrained  and  fweetened  with  a 
little  fugar.  ' 

Having  drank  this  whey  ten  mornings, 

the  patient  fhould  purge  as  before,  and  then 

« 

begin  with  the  afies  milk,  of  which  he  fhould 
take  twelve  or  fixteen  ounces  every  morning 
for  breakfaft,  during  tw^o  months.  But  every 
third  morning.  Immediately  before  the  milk, 
he  fliould  take,  in  two  fpoonfuls  of  orange- 
flower-water,  a  pinch  of  a  powder  compofed 
of  ten  grains  of  cachoe^  eight  grains  of 
pedes  prepared,  and  fix  grains  of  crocus  mar- 
tis  aperitivus.  If  the  ftomach  will  not  bear 
the  afies  milk,  it  fhould  l)e  mixed  with  two 


fpoonfuls 
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fpoonfuls  of  fecond  lime-water:  but,  if  aftej’ 
ten  or  twelve  mornings,  it  fhould  agree  with 
the  ftomach,  he  fhould  then  take  it  once  more 
during  the  day,  viz*  about  ten  o^'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  patient  having  fupped  at  fix, 
upon  meat  foup  only^  After  drinking  the  af- 
fes  milk  for  two  jmonths,  he  fhould  purge  as 
before. 

During  the  winter,  the  patient  fhould 
breakfaft  for  ten  mornings,  every  month# 
upon  balm-tea;  the  following  ten  days, 
he  fhould,  in  his  firfl  fpoonful  of  foup  at 
dinner,  take  eight  grains  of  crocus  mart  is 
cperitivus.  If,  in  the  next  fpring  he  feels 
any  remains  of  his  diforder,  he  muft  begin 
again  with  the  remedies  prefcribed  for  the 
preceding  autumn. 

But  above  all,  the  patient  muft  be  very  care-» 
fill  in  his  regimen.  His  diet  fhould  be  confi¬ 
ned  to  foup,  boiled  or  roaft  meat :  he  may  ne- 
verthelefs,  fometimes  eat  a  little  fifli  broiled 
on  the  grid-iron,  boiled  in  water,  or  lightly 
hewed,  as  alfo  fome  frefh  eggs.  He  muft 
drink  good  old  red  wine ;  but  always  mixed 
with  treble  the  quantity  of  water.  He  fhould 
take  moderate  exercife  and  proper  recreation. 

Mvntpelller,  September  FiZES.” 

rath,  I'/CQ.  •  ' 
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If  this  atrabilarious  or  nervous  difeafei 
proceeds,  according  to  the  author  of  the 
above  opinion,  from  a  dry  and  acrimonious 
blood,  and  from  the  extreme  tenfion  of  the 
nervous  filaments,  the  treatment  indicated 
is  to  moiften,  dilute,  and  fweeten  the  fluids, 
and  to  relax  the  nerves.  The  chicken- 
broth,  whey,  and  afles  milk,  which  con- 
flitute  this  treatment,  would  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  produce  the  defired  effeft,  if  punc¬ 
tually  obferved  by  the  patient,  and  perfe- 
vered  in  for  a  fuflicient  time  to  remove 
the  difeafe.  But,  if,  to  thefe  indicated  and 
fweetening  remedies,  be  added,  according 
to  the  above  theory  eftablilhed  by  the 
author  of  this  opinion,  warm  ftomatics,  ce- 
phalics,  aperatives  and  purgatives,  there  is 
reafon  to  expefl  the  contrary  eifedt :  they 
cannot  fail  to  counteFadl;  the  faiutary  me¬ 
dicines  firfl:  mentioned,  as  they  favour  the 
caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

This  has  frequently  happened  to  M. 
de  la  Roquette,  and  as  frequently  happens 
to  every  other  patient  treated  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  I  appeal  to  the  teftimony  of  every 
nervous  patient  in  this  kingdom,,  and  at 
the  fame  time  take  the  liberty  to  afk  Mr, 

kizes, 
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Fizes,  if  his  praftlcal  obfervations  could  evef 
contradict  this  reproach. 

It  would  have  been  very  difficult  for  this 
judicious  phyfician  to  have  been  longer  mif- 
led  by  vulgar  praCtice.  So  many  victims  ap- 
plying  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the  univerfe, 
v/ould  fo  frequently  furnifh  him  with  caufe 

to  reflect  on  the  incurabilitv  of  this  difeafe, 

« 

that  it  was  really  impoffible  for  this  great 
practitioner  not  to  penetrate  the  myftery,  and 
correct  his  miftakes.  His  laft  opinion  on  M, 
de  .la  Roquette’s  cafe,  difcovers  a  change  in 
Iris  practice,  and  that  the  method  above  pre- 
fcribed,  viz.  the  cordials,  the  aperatives,  and 
all  the  pharmacutic  train,  is  therein  entirely 
exploded :  we  may  therefore  hope,  that  pur-« 
gatives  will  at  laft  be  alio  rejected. 

SECOND  OPINION, 

TEIE  fufl'ocation  of  which  tile  patient 
complains,  the  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
the  throbbing  which  he  perceives  in  his 
head,  and  foiiietirnes  in  his  inteftines,  the 
kind  of  inciibiis  with  which  he  is  attacked 
alrnOil  every  night,  the  conftipation  and 
fhe  wind  in  his  ftomach  and  bo'wels,  the 

conftriCtion 
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Conftridion,  which  he  perceived  in  the  h}’’-' 
pogaftric  and  hypochondriac  region,  and 
the  great  terror  by  which  thefe  paroxlfms 
are  attended,  evidently  denominate  an  hypo¬ 
chondriac  affedtion.  The  caufe  of  this 
difeafe  is  the  drynefs  and  acrimony  of  the 
blood,  and  a  too  great  tenfion  of  the  nervous 
fyftem,  which  evidently  appears  from  the 
fpafms  of  which  he  is  fenfible  in  thefe  at¬ 
tacks. 

It  feems,  that  the  violent  exercife  of  the 
chace,  and  fatiguing  walks,  joined  to  many 
other  exceffes,  have  produced  this  difeafe,  by 
diffipating  the  mild  and  necelTary  mucilage 
of  the  blood. 

This  complaint  is  however  more  terrify- 
ing  than  dangerous,;  but  it  requires  a  tedi¬ 
ous  and  methodical  treatment  (a),  in  order 
to  effefl  a  cure,  which  I  ihpuld  hope  to  do, 
provided  the  patient  takes  fpecial  care  to  di¬ 
vert  himfelf,  and  is  perfuaded  that  his  life  is 
in  no  danger  from  the  diforder. 

The  indications  are,  to  fweeten'and  gently 
attenuate  the  mafs  of  blood,  and  to'  rectify 
the  digeftive  powers. 

For  this  purpofe,  he  ihould  begin  by  tak¬ 
ing,  for  four  mornings,  broth  made  of  fix 

(a)  This  treatment  appears  to  hav«  continued  ten  years. 

M  ounces 
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ounces  of  a  neck  of  muttony  a  lettuce,  and  se 
pinch  of  bitter  fuccor^n  He  fhould  then 
purge  with  an  ounce  of  oak'^polipody  made 
into  a  decoflion,  and  divided  into  two 
draughts,  in  which  fhould  be  infufed  for 
twelve  hours,  near  a  warm  fire,  two  drachms 
and  half  of  fena,  ain^d  half  a  handful  of 
violets.  The  next  day,  diflblve  two  ounces 
of  manna  in  the  firfl;  draught,  and  in  the  fe- 
cond,  one  ounce  and  half  only»  The  fecond 
draught  fhould  be  taken  two  hours  after  the 
firft,  and  the  fame  broth  immediately  after 
the  fecond  glafs. 

Two  days  after  his  purging  phylic,,  he 
fhould  begin  a  courfe  of  chicken-broth,  witlr 
a  handful  of  bitter  garden  fuccory.  Having 
taken  broth  for  ten  mornings,  he  fhould  be¬ 
gin  with  the  warm  bath,  in  which  he  fhould 
flay  an  hour  in  the  morning  faffing,  and 
when  he  gets  out,  fhould  take  a  little  of  the 
chicken-broth. 

Having  bathed  for  nine  days,  and  then 
refted  for  three  or  four,  he  fhould  drink  a 
bottle  of  Yeiifet  water  during  nine  or  ten^ 
mornings,  obferving  to  take  on  the  firft  and 
laft  day,  two  ounces  and  half  of  manna,  in- 
the  firft  and  laft  glafs.  He  may  then  reft 
four  or  five  days,  when  he  fhould  return  to' 

the: 
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tiie  chicken-broth  for  ten  days,  and  then 
purge  with  the  medicine  above  prefcribed, 
Then  fhould  fucceed  the  goats  or  cows 
Whey^  twelve  or  fixteen  ounces  at  a  time,  re¬ 
membering  to  infufe,  during  the  clarificati¬ 
on,  half  a  handful  of  gallium  luteum^  and 
a  fpoonful  of  powder-fugar* 

Having  taken  the  whey  for  fifteen  days, 
the  patient  Ihould  then  drink  afles-milk  dur¬ 
ing  the  fpace  of  two  months,  or  till  the  wea¬ 
ther  grows  Gold,  obfervihg  to  take  every 
other  day  an  ele<!luary,  confifting  of  fifteen 
grains  of  craie  de  Brian^on^  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  powder  de  guttete^  and  of  red  co¬ 
ral  prepared,  mixed  with  a  fufficieilt*  quan-^ 
tity  of  fyrUp  of  capilaire*  He  Ihould  begin 
with  a  gill  of  the  afles-milk,  increafing  it  by 
degrees  to  a  pint,  and  then  purge  with  tfie 
ufual  medicinei 

As  lohg  as  the  winter  lafls,  the  patient 
Ihould  take,  only  three  times  in  the  week, 
a  diih  of  balm  tea,  with  a  fcruple  of  the 
powder  of  guiteie.  During  the  whole  courfe 
he  may  eat  boiled  or  roaft  meat,  and  drink 
wine  mixed  with  a  large  proportion  of  waten 

Montpellier,  July  '  ^  . 

i^bom  ii^Es  Cross/ 
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It  is  obfervable  in  the  above  opinion,  that 
moiftners  are  the  predominating  remedies, 
and  it  is  therefore  evident,  that  M.  de  Fizes 
difcovered  them  to  be  the  only  fpecifics  in 
the  cure  of  nervous  diforders ;  but  that  pur¬ 
gatives,  and  a  few  flight  antifpafmodics,  ftill 
appear  to  him  indifpenfible.  I  dare  intreat 
this  learned  phyfieian  to  perufe  my* cafes,  and 
to  recolleft  thofe,  efpecially,  of  which  he 
himfelf  has  been  a  witnefs ;  he  will  find  in 
them  convincing  proofs  of  the  neceffity  of 
the  reformation  which  he  has  already  began 
in  his  pradlice.  This  convidion  will  induce 
him  to  be  ftill  more  Ample  in  his  prefcripti- 
ons,  in  order  to  render  their  effeds  uniform  t 
he  will  then  be  more  certain  of  fuccefs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Hemorrhoidal  Flux, 

WHETHER  the  hemorrhoidal  flux  be 
too  great,  or  whether  it  be  fuppref- 
fed,  it  is  in  either  cafe  confidered  as  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  hypochondriac  difeafe,  as  both 
fymptoms  are  produced  by  the  fame  caufe. 
Thus  with  regard  to  women,  the  fame  caufe 
produces  .either  an  immoderate  flow,  or  a 
fuppreffionof  the  menfes. 

We  (hail  find  the  explication  of  this  phe¬ 
nomenon  in  the  rigidity  of  the  fibres,  and  in 
the  thicknefs  and  drynefs  of  the  fluids.  We 
may  however  be  always  moft  certain  to  reme- 

4 

dy  the  evil,  by  attending  carefully  to  the  in¬ 
dications  of  this  rigidity. 

If  the  violence  and  impetuofity  of  the 
'  blood  overcome  the  refiftance  of  the  folids, 
the  flux  will  then  be  immoderated,  and  muft 
be  diminillted,  by  allaying  the  orgafme  of  the 
fluids  ;  and  according  to  Hoffman,  diluters 
and  refrigerants  are  the  only  remedies  that 
fhould  be  admihiftered ;  Dein  ufurpanda  ea 
qu£  excedentem  intejiinum  partium  in  f anguine 
Jidphurearian  motum  componunt^  diluentia 

M  3  maxime 
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maxirne  refrigerantia.,  pot  us  aquae  frigidae^ 
feri  laths  cum  fucco  citri  coaHi^  <^‘c.  (a) 

If,  on  tl^e  contrary,  the  rigidity  of  the  fo-? 
lids,  and  the  fpafm  of  the,  inteftines  prevail 
over  this  conftitution  of  the  blood  and  other 

‘  '  i;-*  .  -  . 

fluids,  the  flux  will  then  be  fupprefled,  and 
our  endeavour  ihould  always  be  to  relieve 
the  dilorder  necefl'arily  produced  by  relaxing 
the  fpafm  of  the  inteftines,  and  by  opening 
the  ernundfories  through  which  the  blood 
ought  naturally  to  be  difcharged ;  this  muft 
be  performed  by  the  fame  means,  that  is, 
by  mild  and  fqftening  remedies  :  ^ando 
iamen  fanguinis  ex  hemorrhoidalibus  locis 
jiuxum  fubito fuhlatum^  &c.  revocandus  is  ejl 
leniorihus^  elicientibus  laxantibus^  clyjieriip 
quoque  emolientibus  <^\fiippoJitoriis  (b). 

We  miift  not,  in  this  cafe,  accufe  the 
relaxation  of  the  vefiels,  nor  adminifter 
ftyptics,  though  the  hemorrhage  be  ever  fo 
violent ;  becaufe,  by  thus  increafmg  the  ex¬ 
treme  tenfion  and  ftrynefs  of  tire  folids,  we 
render  the  difeafe  fatal,  and  the  caufe  by 
which  it  is  produced  will  probably  acquire 
much  greater  ftrength.  Befides,  if  the 

(a)  Hoffman  defiuxu  htmrrhoidali  ninno,  tom.  2.  p.  220. 
tb)  Ibidem, 

ftyptics 
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fhyptics  be  fuffidently  powerful,  entirely 
to  prevent  the  opening  of  the  vefl'els,  the 
reflux  of  the  blood  would  be  the  more 
dangerous ;  the-  ofcillations  of  the  vefl'els 
being  always  ftrongeft  in  the  irritated 
parts,  the  circulation  foon  becomes  difor- 
dered,  and  at  laft  .intercepted :  hence  the 
blood  is  fuddenly  forced  into  the  fuperior 
parts,  particularly  the  brain,  which,  from 
its  ftrudure,  is  fooner  aifeCted  than  any 
other  part  of  the  body;  hence  proceeds 
obftinate  apoplexies,  madnefs,  and  every 
difeafe  depending  on  the  flrangulation  of 
this  ‘vifcus. 

Thus  we  fee,  how  necefl'ary  it  is  to  deve¬ 
lop  the  real  caufe  of  the  hemorrhoidal 
flux,  in  order  to  apply  proper  remedies. 
The  topical  applications  fo  much  extolled, 
as  fpecifics  for  flopping  the  hemorrhage, 
and  relieving  the  patient  from  the  pains 
which  are  necefl'arily  occafioned  by  the 
fwelling  of  the  hemorrhoidal  velTels,  are 
far  from  being  indifferent,  fmee  they  may 
produce  effedts  very  contrary  to  our  ex- 
peftation. 

To  avoid  this  inconvenience,  we  rejedt 
all  myflerious  remedies  of  what  nature  fo- 
ever  they  be,  adminiftering  thofe  only  pro- 

M  ^  '  per 
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per  for  moderating  the  heat  of  the  intef* 
\  tines,  which  is  always  infeparable  from  this 
difeafe  in  vaporous  conftitutions ;  by  this 
means  we  are  eertain  of  abating  the  hemor¬ 
rhage,  if  too  violent,  or  of  promoting  it, 
if  fupprelTed.  The  fatal  elfeTs  of  quackery 
are  too  well  known  to  require  any  examples ; 
we  will  therefore  be  content  to  record  the  ef- 
fedls  of  a  contrary  method. 

A  tradefman  of  this  town,  thirty-fix 
years  of  age,  of  an  atrabllarious  conftitution, 
had  been,  for  a  long  while,  troubled  with 
an  immoderate  hemorrhoidal  flux,  for  which 
he  had  tried  feveral  remedies.  By  enquir¬ 
ing  into  the  remote  caufe  which  had  pro¬ 
duced  this  indifpofition,  there  was  fome 
reafon  to  fuipedt  the  venereal  ‘iv’raj;  he 
was  treated  accordingly  with  the  greatefl 
precaution,  and  the  hemorrhage  eeafed. 
He  was  juft  preparing  to  leave  his  confine¬ 
ment,  when,  infulted  by  one  of  his  dome- 
flics,  he  fell  into  a  violent  rage,  which  was 
attended  with  flital  confequences.  The 
hemorrhage  returned  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
I  was  aftonifhcd,  and  apprehenfive  of  dan¬ 
ger  (a).  His  face  and  legs  then  fwelled, 

(a)  Xhis  hemorrhage  was  more  confiderable  than  any 
that  M  Btanus  and  PanaroIIos  had  ever  obfcrved^  for  k 
lailed  more  than  a  month 5  and  the  patient  lofl  every  day 
near  a  pouiid  of  blood# 


attended 


Hemorrhoidal  Flux.  1 69 

attended  with  violent  cholic.  No  aftrin- 
gents  were  adminiftered,  but  the  heat  of 
the  fluids,  too  much  rarefied  by  mercury, 
was  allayed  by  contrary  remedies,  and  the 
hemorrhage  was  flopped  by  the  afliflancc 
of  the  cold  femiciipium^  feveral  cooling  cly- 
flers,  flrengthening,  but  at  the  fame  time, 
diluting  food.  The  fwellings  abated  by  ri¬ 
ding  on  horfeback,  and  the  patient  recovered 
his  health. 

Mr.  Vache,  a  lawyer,  fifty  years  of  age, 
of  a  fanguine  and  -very  atrabilarious  con- 
flitution,  hath,  for  a  number  of  years,  been 
troubled  with  a  periodical  hemorrhage, 
which  returns  regularly  every  month,  and 
which  is  become  fo  neceifary  to  his  health, 
that  he  is  always  ill  whenever  it  ceafes  for 
any  time. 

The  fymptoms  which  indicate  a  plethora., 
and  which  requires  a  fpeedy  evacuation,  are 
generally  a  violent  cholic  attended  with 
vomiting,  with  which  he  is  more  or  lefs 
tormented,  in  proportion  to  the  tenfion  of 
the  nervous  membrane  of  the  flomach  and 
inteflines,  and  according  to  the  various  and 
remote  caufes  of  the  fuppreffiom 

Conflant  fomentation,  refrigerent  cly- 
fters,  and  a  copious  beveridge  of  chicken- 

water, 
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water,  or  any  other  cooling  ptilan,  have 
conftantly  reftored  the  hemorrhage,  and  pro- 
ducedacalm.  Thefe  two  cafes  evidently  prove, 
that  both  the  hemorrhage  and  its  fuppreffion 
were  produced  by  the  fame  caufe,  fince  both 
were  entirely  relieved  by  the  fame  rpnjedie^i. 


chaf. 
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CHAP.  XVIIL 

Hypochondriac  Jaundice. 

HOUGH  this  difeafe  has  never  been 
a  yet  mentioned  by  any  author,  it 
fhould  neverthelefs  be  confidered  as  a  fymp-? 
tom  of  the  vaporous  affedtion,  which  always 
deceives  the  phylician  ;  who,  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  this  jaundice  is  the  difeafe  it~ 
felf,  never  thinks  of  inveftigating  the  real 
caufe  by  which  it  is  produced. 

The  diforder  of  the  liver  and  of  the  gall-? 
bladder,  and  the  obftrudtion  of  the  emnuc-? 
tory  canals  of  this  njifciis^  have  been  hi¬ 
therto  confidered  as  the  foie  caufe  of  the 
reflux  of  the  bile  into  the  mafs  of  the 

a 

fluids.  Whenever  the  cure  has  been  at¬ 
tempted,  the  intention  of  the  phyflcian  has 
been  to  deobftruate,  by  purging  the  furper-? 
fluous  humours,  and  by  attenuating  thofe 
ivhich  produce  the  obftrudtion  (a ). 

(a)  It  win  not  be  entirely  foreign  to  my  fubjefl:,  to  men? 
tion  in  this  place  the  virtues  ‘f  white  hore-hound,  which 
has  always  been  confidered  as  efficacious  in  obilructi  ns  of 
the  liver.  I  havebeen  witnefs  of  its  good  tfreds  and  I 
have  myfelf  prefcribed  it  in  fuch  cafes  yyith  fuccefs. 
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This  jaundice  requires  peculiar  treat¬ 
ment,  as  the  diforder  of  the. liver  proceeds 
only  from  the  difeafe  of  the  folids,  which 
being  dry  and  cornuous,  are  alone  fufEcient 
to  ohftrud:  the  fecretion  of  the  bile,  and  to, 
produce  the  jaundice  in  quefiion.  For  this 
reafon  we  iliould  be  particularly  attentive 
to  relax  the  texture  of  the  veffels,  and  not 
to  b  "ace  them  by  irritating  remedies.  The: 
follov  dug  cafes  fo  well  warrant  our  opi¬ 
nion  on  this  fubjedf,  that  we  cannot  fuppofe 
k  will  be  rejefced,  or  even  called  in  quef- 
tion  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  proofs  of  our 
theory  are  fo  clear,  that  they  can  never  be 
contefted. 

Mr.  Arnaud,  rope-merchant,  was  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1760, 
with  a  dyfentary,  which  troubled  him  for 
many  months-  The  moft'  extolled,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  heating  reme¬ 
dies  were,  for  '  a  long  while,  adminiftered 
without  effeft.  At  length,  the  patient  was 
relieved ;  but  the  jaundice  fucceeded,  and 
the  heart-burn,  borborygmi,  flatulence  and 
fpafmodic  cholic,  were  foon  united  with 
the  other  fymptoms.  The  patient  became 
thin,  emaciated,  and  hypochondriacal ; 
which  made  me  fufpedt,  that  the  cornuofity 
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of  the  hepatic  tubes  produced  this  new  dif- 
eafe,  as  it  feemed  to  me  perfedtly  chara£te- 
riftic  of  the  hypochondriac  jaundice. 

The  prodigious  quantity  of  purgatives, 
and  ftomatic  eleGuaries,  which  the  patient 
had  taken,  and  the  general  difeafe  of  the 
body,  convinced  me,  that  the  capillary  vef- 
fels  were  totally  dried  up,  and  confequently 
their  channels  obliterated  fa).  It  was  there¬ 
fore  neceflary  to  think  of  opening  all  thefe 
canals,  to  re-eftablifh  the  functions  of  the 
liver,  and  to  prevent  the  ravages  of  a  dif- 
eafe  which  threatened  the  patient  with  a 
dropfy,  and  with  certain  death;  for  had 
the  feeds  of  this  difeafe  been  fuffered  to 
take  root,  they  would  in  time  have  affedfed 
all  the  vifcera  of  the  lower  abdomen. 

I  prefcrihed  moiftening  and  diluting  re¬ 
medies.  Chicken-broth  made  with  cool¬ 
ing  herbs,  and  fome  frogs  thighs,  which 
the  patient  took  every  morning  for  twenty 
days,  and  which  relieved  the  heart-burn, 
by  reftoring  flexibility  to  the  nerves  of  the 
flomach,  and  by  throwing  fome  little  ve¬ 
hicle  into  the  fluids,  which  were  too  grofs 

(a)  In  this  manner,  according  to  our  opinion,  all  ob- 
flrudlions  in  the  vaporous  temperament  are  formed  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  they  are  always  fecondary. 


to 
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to  penetrate  freely  through  the  fecretory  aftd 
excretofy  dud:s  of  the  glands  and  %>ifcerai 
I  afterwards  prefcribed  a  ptifan,  tolerably 
diuretic,  made  with  dog-grafs  and  nitre, 
of  which  the  patient  drank  plentifully  at 
his  meals,  and  at  other  times  in  the  day* 
His  urine  became  immediately  lefs  tinged 
and  turbid,  and  the  jaundice  evideiitly  di- 
minifhed.  Cooling  clyfters,  and  emollient 
fomentations,  were  fubftituted  in  the  place 
of  purgatives.  Evacuations  immediately 
followed;  the  dtidius  cholidocus  afforded  a 
free  paffage  to  the  excretory  yeffels  of  the 
gall-bladder  and  liver,  and  the  jaundice  dif- 
appeared  without  the  affiftance  of  purgatives, 
or  of  any  other  remedy; 

Mme  C  *  *  an  old  woman  of  feventy,  and 
hypochondriacal,  had  for  fome  years  been 
fubjeft  to  vaporous  paroxifms,  which  were  a!-- 
ways  manifefled  by  fpafmodic  cholics,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  diarrhtca  and  vomitting,  and 
which  frequently  terminated  in  the  jaundice* 
The  efre6t  of  the  remedies  which  fhe  con- 
llantly  iifed  upon  fuch  occafions,  inconteftibly 
proved  the  caufe  which  I  fuppofe.  Continual 
fomentations,  frequent  clyfcers,  and  the 
chicken- water,  conftantly  removed  the  vapo¬ 
rous  paroxifm  and  its  fymptoras.  Hence  it 
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feems  demonftrable,  that  if  the  patient  would- 
fubmit  to  the  regimen,  which  I  have  more 
than  once  prefcribed,  ih  the  interval  of  her 
paroxifms,  Ihe  would  entirely  prevent  a  re- 
lapfe. 

Mr.  BaflaCj  an  Inhabitant  of  Mouries, 
confulted  rbe  in  the  year  1758,  for  an  inve¬ 
terate  jauriidice,  by  which  he  was  attacked 
immediate!^  after  a  quartan  ague,  and  for 
which  he  had  tried  every  febrifuge  remedy. 
He  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  a  dry 
and  very  atrabilarious  eonflitution.  His  belly 
became  tenfe  and  conftipated;  all  which 
fymptoms  were  declarative  of  the  fame  caufe. 
A  phyfician  of  Avignon,  whofe  reputation 
was  hereditary,  had  already  adminiftered  ape- 
ratives,  purgatives,  and  the  moft  powerful 
diuretics  (a),  which  fo  far  from  removing  the 
jaundice,  hadconfjderably  increafed  the  fyrap- 
toms.  But  the  chicken-broth,  the  mineral- 
water  of  Teufety  and  the  domeftic  bathing, 
carried  off  the  difeafe. 

(a)  Though  this  method  was  downright  quackery,  we 
tnuft  not  therefore  conclude,  that  fhe  phyfician  who  pre¬ 
fcribed  it  had  not  fulEcient  judgment  to  be  fenfible  of  his 
miftake,  for  he  has  fo  much  improved  by  the  prefent  prac-, 
tier,  that  he  may  be  ranked  among  the  partiians  wh^  have 
tacitly  adapted  this  new  method. 


It 


1 76  Hypochondriac  Jaundice. 

It  is  eafy  to  comprehend,  that  the  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  diameter  of  the  veffels  of  the 
liver,  occafioned  by  their  cornuolity,  will 
produce  that  fpecies  of  jaundice  called  hypo¬ 
chondriac,  becaufe  it  is  peculiar  to  this  confti- 
tution.  It  is  alfo  no  difficult  matter  to  con¬ 
ceive,  how  moiftening  and  diluting  remedies 
become  deobftruents  and  purgatives  in  fuch 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

,  \ 

Gotwulftve  Cough*. 

All  the  nervous  and  membraneous 
parts  being  expofed  to  vaporous 
fpafms,  the  diaphragm  and  the  breaft,  and 
alfo,‘  by  fympathy,  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tineSj  will  not  be  exempt  from  that  kind  of 
contraction  and  agitation  which  is  called 
convulfive  motion;,  The  eough  neceffarily 
follows  as  often  as  thefe  parts  are  irritated 
by  the  fharp'  and  alkaline  fpkults  of  their 
juices.  Blit  as  v  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves 
will  be  always  in  proportion  to  their  extraor~ 
dinary  tenfion,  the  impreffion  of  the  parts  ir¬ 
ritating,  will  in  this  cafe  be  much  greater^ 
and  the  agitation  more  violent;  hence  pro¬ 
ceeds  that  convulfive '  motion,  which  effen- 
tially  eoilftitutes  the'  fpecies  of  cough, 
which  will  be  found  defcribed  and  charaCte- 
i'ifed  by  the  following  fymptoms. 

•  In  the  month  of  October  1758,  after  vio¬ 
lent  fatigue,  I  was  myfelf  attacked  with  a  con¬ 
vulfive  cough,  which  for  feveral  days  ren-^ 
dered  me  unfit  for  bufmefs.  I  was  twice  bled, 

N  and 
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and  during- three  weeks  was  conftantly  drink-- 
ing  all  kinds  of  peftoral  ptifans ;  but  to  no' 
purpofe.  I  thought  niyfelf  paft  relief,  and- 
ready  to fpit  up  my  lungs,  though  the  cough* 
was  always  dry,  and  without  expectoration. 

Gloomy  ideas  took  polfeifionof  my  mind;, 
want  of  deep  made  me  weary  of  myfelf ;  I 
grew  apparently  thim  and  without  being  fen— 
fible  of  my  fituation,  was  hypochondriac. 
Life  became  infupportable,  notwithflanding 
the  folicitude  and  advice  of  my  friends,  ’who- 
ardently  wifhed  to  fee  me  recover.  Flatu¬ 
lence,  the  tenfion  of  the  hypochondres,  and- 
the  prodigious  quantity  of  urine,  united  withi 
the  preceding  fymptoms,  convinced  me  that 
I’  was  indeed  hypochondriacal. 

To  relieve  myfelf  effedually,  I  began  im¬ 
mediately  by  changing  my  regimen.  I  drank- 
water  in  abundance,  I  may  fay,  to  excefs  ;  I. 
took  clyfters  and  was  relieved.  Encouraged 
by  the  effeCts  of  a  remedy,  in  which  I  had. 
for  a  long  time  placed  all  my  hopes,  I  de¬ 
termined  ferioufly  to  fet  about  relieving  my 
brain,  which  ftill  fulfered-  more  than  the  reft 
of  my  body.  The  country  became  infipid, 
and  therefore  I  preferred  a  journey  to  every 
other  pleafure.  I  took  poft,  and  in  a  few 

da  vs. 
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days  travelled  through  the  principal  towns 
of  the  province,  accompanied  by  a  friend, 
with  whom  I  flopped  at  Marfeilles,  where  I 
arrived,  Cured  of  my  cough,  by  the  efeCl  of 
the  carriage  and  cold  water,  vv^hich  I  conti¬ 
nued  to  drink  the  whole  time  of  my  jour'^ 
ney. 

I  w'as  flill  fenfible  of  fome  flight  vapo- 

*  ■ 

rous  fymptoms,  which  I  conflantly  attacked 
with  the  fame  remedy ;  when  I  was  called 
to  Monofque  to  viflt  M’'^  de  St.  Jceurs,  above- 
mentioned,  who  having  already  eV-pCrienced 
the  efficacy  of  this  new  method,  preferred 
my  judgment  to  that  of  any  other  perfon., 
Having  juft  experienced  the  good  effeCcs  of  a 
journey,  I  accepted  the  propofal  with  plea- 
fare.  I  fet  out  therefore  for  Monofque,  ob- 
ferving  the  fame  method,  and  the  fame  regi¬ 
men  which  I  had  conflantly  follov.^d  :  but 
how  was  I  furprifed,  when  two  days  after 
my  arrival  in  this  city,  I  vras  feized  with  an 
infurmountable  loathing  to  all  kinds  of  food, 
and  more  particularly  to  water.  This  fymp- 
tom  alarmed  me  with  new  fears,  buta-bilious 
r/zarrf7(ri3-,whichimmediately  fupervened,  with 
all  the  appearance  of  a  critical  evacuation, 
encouraged  me  the  more,  as  I  foon  perceived 
mv  appetite  and  ftrength  returning. 

N  2 


We 
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We  diftinguifh  the  hypochondriac  cough 
from  others  of  convulfive  coughs,  by  the 
following  charadleriftics.  Frederick  Hoff¬ 
man  has  obferved  that  flatulence,  fpafm 
of  the  inteflines,  and  other  hypochondriac 
fymptoms  generally  attend  this  cough : 
In  tuffi  hypochondriaca  junguntur  Jlutuleiv~ 
ti<s\  fpaftni  intejiinorum,  (S’  fymptomata  re- 
Tiqua  hypochondriaca  (a).  And  he  fuppofes, 
with  reafon,  that  the  true  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe  ought  to  be  attributed  to  a  fuperabun- 
dance  of  the  grofs,  impure  and  ferous  hu¬ 
mours,  with  which  the  ffomach  and  intef- 
tines  are  drenched,  which  being  agitated  by 
the  continual  fpafms  of  thefe  parts,  are 
fometimes  forced  back  upon  the  lungs  :  Et 
generatur  ah  humoribus  crajjis^  impuris,  ferofis^ 
n)i fpafniorum  ac  jiatalentiariim  ahdominalium 
ad  pedius  (S’  puhnones  compulfis ;  S’  co  magis 
infejlat^fi  ingens  frigus,  aut  anhni  affedlus'^ 
tanquarn  occaftonales  caufte pr^cejferint  (b). 

In  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  fo  great 
a  pradlitloner,  I  fuppofe  the  prefence  of 
thefe  humours  to  be  the  proximate  caufe 
of  the  cough,  which  plagued  me  for  fuch  a 


(a) 

(^) 


Floffman,  feft.  2.  cap.  3.  p.  1 12.  toim  2. 
Hoffman,  fed.  2.  cap.  3.  p.  112.  tom.  2. 
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length  of  time.  The  remote  caufe  by  which 
they  were  produced,  perfectly  fupported  my 
opinion ;  the  extreme  diffipation  of  the 
animal  fpirits,  which  I  had  exhaufted  on 
my  journey,  and  an  exceffive  application 
jof  mind,  were  quite  fufficient  to  infpiffate 
the  humours.  The  bile  becoming  more 
denfe,  was  obftrufted  in  its  circulation,  and 
had  by  its  detenfion  infedled  the  differ¬ 
ent  juices  with  which  it  mixes ;  thence 
the  obftrudtion  of  the  inteftinal  glands, 
irritations,  fpafms  of  the  inteflines,  and  of 
all  the  fympathizing  nervous  and  mem¬ 
braneous’  parts;  thefe  fymptoms  certainly 
denote  the  vaporous  affeition  by  which 
they  are  produced. 

It  was  neceffary  to  attack  its  fource, 
which  was  in  my  ftomach  and  bowels  ; 
the  fpafms  were  to  be  relaxed,  the  irri¬ 
tations  of  the  feveral  parts  appeafed,  the 
acrid  humour  extirpated  by  moifteninw, 
and  rendering  them  more  fluid,  in  order  to 
aflift  nature  in  relieving  herfeif  by  the  na¬ 
tural  emundlaries. 

To  produce  thefe  effeds,  I  know  of 
nothing  more  powerfully  fpecific  than  cold 
water,  whofe  fedative  virtue  is  always  fu- 

N  3  perior 
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perior  to  the  various  remedies  fo  much 
extolled.  I  prefered  'this  remedy  with 
the  more  confidence,  as  I  was  before  con-« 
vinced  of  its  efficacy  by  my  own  expe-» 
rience,  and  by  the  experience  of  many 
eminent  phyficians  before  my  time,  Hoff-^ 
man  is  of  the  number  ;  but  I  fhall  not,  like 
him,  write  an  extravagant  panegyric  on 
v/ater  (a),  permit  me  only  to  publifh  its  vir¬ 
tues,  as  I  found  it,  in  my  own  cafe,  a  moff 
falutary  remedy. 

I  might,  after  the  example  of  my  guide, 
have  added  to  its  efficacy,  the  mucilagi¬ 
nous,  balfamic  and  emolient  parts  of  other 
remedies,  which  muft  neceffarily  have  en- 
creafed  its  virtue.  Chicken  ptifan  would 

have  afforded  the  fame  vehicle,  and  the 

* 

cooling  mineral-waters  adminiftered  by 
our  .author,  mixed  with  milk,  would  to¬ 
gether  have  compofed  a  proper  diluter  for 
the  thicknefs  and  acrimony  ■  of  the  fluids 
which  occafioned  my  complaints. 

1  did  not  condemn  this  mixture,  but  my 
flomach  rejeded  it,  and  therefore  I  fub- 
ftituted  in  its  place- exercife,  which  by  affift- 
ing  the  diftribution  of  the  fluids,  facilitated 
the  expulfion  of  the  extraneous  humours, 

(a)  Ihffm.  de  aq\  mcd.  nnivirs.  tom,  4,  p-  201. 

"  The 
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'The  waters  which  I  drank  at  Monofque,  being 
entirely  mineral,  contributed  to  my  perfect 
recovery,  by  the  evacution  which  it  pro¬ 
duced  (a). 

(a)  Certe  otimes  facile  credent  vix  unquam  accuratlo- 
rem  morbi  defer! ptionem  haberi,  quam  fi  fadfa  fuerit  a  pe- 
rito  medico,  qoi  hunc  pafius  fuit,  dum  in  agro  corpora 
mens  fana  erat.  Ideo  magni  seffimatur  podagrae  deferiptio 
■q[uam  Sydenhamus  dedit,  colerse  hiftoria,  quam  Tralescon- 
fcripfit,  &c.  Sic  at  Eenedidfus  phtifi  graveter  laboravit,  a 
feipfurn  curavit.  Vide  V an  Swieten.  .com,  in  .Boerkaave, 

itom.  4.  p.  -58; 

/ 
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CHAP.  XX 


Vo/niting^  Hlckup^  and  acid  IdniBations, 

’•O  avoid  repetition,  fo  very  fatiguing- 


J.  to  an  impartial  reader,  and  which,  at 
the  fame  time,  gives  great  advantage  to 
fueh  as  read  only  to  criticife,  Vvm  fhall  pre- 
fent  the  different  diforders  of  the  ftomach, 

-  .w  'V-  A  J 

proceeding  from  the  fame  caufe,  in  one 
point  of  view :  the  explication  required, 
will  by  this  means  be  more  clear  and  in-, 
telligible. 

Though  the  mechanifrn  of  digePcion  be 
known  to  every  phyfician,  it  may  not  how¬ 
ever  be  entirely  ufeiefs  to  recoiled;,  that  fo-* 
lution,  and  not  fermentation  or  trituration, 
is  the  real  fundion  of  this  njtfcus :  from 
which  remits,  a  mild  and  balfamic  chyle, 
capable  of  reftoring  the  waile  of  the  body, 
by  repairing  the  daily  expenditure  of  the 
juices,  and  thus  maintaining  that  fupple-. 

nefs  of  the  folids,  fo  necefTary  to  their  fe- 

> 

veral  internal  and  external  motions  :  Hence 
that  harmony  and  reciprocation  between 
■the  folifis  and  the  flpids,  which  conllitute 
perfed  health. 


The 
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The  natural  and  wholeforae  quality  of 
the  digeftive  juices,  and  of  thofe  of  the  alii- 
■  ment, 'will  be  the  refult  of  this  equilibrium: 
But  if  either  of  the  two  be  viciated,  the  di^ 
geflion  rauft  necefiarily  be  difordered,  and 
the  chyle  altered. 

Can  a  thick,  dry,  and  acrimonious  blood, 
(fuch  as  is  peculiar  to  hypochondriac  pa- 
tients)  produce  wholefome  juices  ?  The  im¬ 
purity  of  the  bile,  the  acrimony  of  the  pan¬ 
creatic  juices,  and  alfo  of  the  faliva  and  fto- 
naatic  juices,  the  alkalefcence  of  the  one,  and 
the  acidity  of  the  other,  will  doubtlefs  pro¬ 
duce  a  compofition  of  the  hotteft  nature,  and 
a  poignant,  acrid  and  acrimonious  juice,  in¬ 
capable  of  furnifhing  a  mild  and  falutary 
chyle  (a). 

This  acidity  conftantly  irritating  the  ftb- 
mach,  muft  caufe  its  contraction,  and  con- 

I 

(a)  To  prevent  criticifm,  I  mu  ft  requeft  the  reader  to 
obferve,  that  I  adopt  this  idea  of  fermention  in  the  digef- 
tive  fluids  in  Jlatu  morhofo  only.  Phyfiology  teaches  us  that 
.the  bile  is  a  faponacious  fluid,  neither  acid  nor  alkaline, 
compofed  of  a  large  proportion  of  oil  and  fait,  and  of  fpi- 
rituous  particles;  that  the  pancreatic  juice  is  a  lympid 
lymph,  confifiing  of  much  water,  a  little  fait  and  oil,  nei¬ 
ther  acid  nor  alkaline :  In  fiiort,  that  thefe  two  liquors  are 
by  no  means  incongruous,  but  unite  without  efxervefcence 
^o  form  the  bile. 


fequently 
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fequently  the  expiilfion  of  its  contents. 
But  the  continual  preffures  of  the  abdomen^ 
(ill  confequence  of  its  tenlion)  the  embar- 
caffraent  of  the  duodenum^  the  fpafmodic 
tenfion  of  the  circular  fibres  of  the  pylorus,, 
forming  fo  many  obftacles  to  the  natural 
paflage  of  the  chyle,  the  upper  orifice 
muft  neceffarily  dilate,  and  emit  a  portion 
of  the  contents  of  the  ftomach.  This 
accounts  for  the  cardialgia.,  which  is  fo 
much  the  more  difagreeabie,  as  it  is  gene~ 
rally  attended  with  naufea^  and  leaves  an 
acrimonious  tafte  in  the  ;laliva. 

This  contradiion  and  explofion  (the  ne- 
■ceffary  confequence  of  the  irritation  of  the 
parts  from  whence  it  proceeds)  generally 
imply  a  confiderable  heat,  which  rarefying 
the  air  contained  in  the  minute  cells  of  the 
aliments,  and  thefe  cells  being  thence 
opened,  and  entirely  deftroyed,  the  air 
thus  contained,  muft  neceflarily  augment 
the  volume  of  that  which  was  before  in 
the  ftcmach  and  inteftines.  Hence  the  in-^ 
creafed  diftenfion,  which  excites  frefh  con¬ 
tractions,  and  which  conftantly  oppofmg 
the  dilitation  ^of  the  membraneous  canal, 
muft  neceffarily  comprefs,  and  finally  ex- 


Vomitings  Hickup^  '  187 

pel  the  air  which  it  contained  5  whence  the 
violent  cholics,  flatulencies,  and  acid  eruc-» 
tations  to  which  vaporous  patients  are 
expofed. 

The  fame  contra£lion  in  the  ftomach, 
becoming  ftronger  in  proportion  to  the  ir-^ 
ritation  produced  by  the  contained  matter, 
will  very  foon  occafion  convulfive  motion, 
which  affefting  the  diaphragm,  brings  on 
the  hickup,  and  the  convulfion  being  in- 
creafed  to  a  certain  degree,  by  the  violence 
of  its  caufe,  the  mufcles  of  the  abdomen  will 
contract :  the  convulflons  becoming  then 
general,  a  vomiting  fucceeds,  by  which 
means,  not  only  the  contents  of  the  fto¬ 
mach  and  duodenum-^  but  alfo  every  fpecies  of 
the  liquid  received  into  the  ftomach,  will  en- 
creafe  the  irritation  of  its  nerves,  which  in 
their  prefent  ftate  are  unable  to  fupport  the 
leaft  ftiock.  This  demonftrates  the  extreme 
cornuofity  of  the  parts,  and  the  violence  of 
the  caufe  of  this  difeafe. 

It  follows  from  the  above  theory,  that 
a  too  great  tenfion  of  the  membranes  of 
the  ftomach,  and  a  too  great  elFervefcence 
of  the  digeftive  juiees,  viz.  the  faliva,  the 
hile,  the  pancreatic  juice,  and  that  of  the 

glands 


t 
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glands  of  ,  the  .flomach,  produce  in  hypO'« 
ohondriac  patients,  acidity,  flatulence,  eruda- 
tions,  liickup,  and  vomiting,  according  to 
the  degree  of  thefe  two  caufes,  which  ad- 
ing  reciprocalh/,  produce  the  fame  efFed. 
■The  terJ  ion  oi  the  membranes  will  be 
oounteraded  by  moiftening  and  diluting 
.remedies,  and  the  effervefcence  of  the  di- 
geftive  juices  in  the  ftomach,  by  the  mofl: 
cooling  method,  which,  by  condenflng  the 
,  fluids,  and  flopping  their  feirmentation,  de- 
flroys  their  acrimony. 

Cold  water,  in  this  cafe,  will  be  more 
effedual  than  the  moft  extolled  abforbents  ; 
hecaufe  it  will  corred  the  acidity,  and  re¬ 
move  its  fymptoms ;  and  other  moiftners, 
fuch  as  mucilaginous,  diluting,  emolient 
remedies  vrili  allay  the  vomiting,  and 
hickup,  for  which  all  other  medicines  are 
inefFedual.  The  following  cafes  prove 
the  fad : 

jytme  jg  ^  very  atrabila- 

rious  temperament,  was  fent  for  to  Mar- 
feilles  in  1759,  to  her  fon  who  was  danger- 
oufly  ill.  The  child’s  diforder  w'as  long, 
and  his  recovery  very  tedious,  which  fo 
•  much  impaired  his  mother’s  health,  that 
file  foon  became  byHerical.  Frequent  wr- 

tigo^ 
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tlgo.,  dlzzinefs,  and  the  fuppreffion  of  the  > 
menfes,  were  fufficient  to  denominate  her 
diforder  ;  but  acid  erudtations  enfued,  -which 
appeared  to  the  phylician  at  Marfeilles,  as  a 
fymptom  foreign  to  the  -rapoufs.  Purgatives,' 
ftomatics  and  abforbeiits,  were  confequently, 
but  ineffedlually  adminiftered.  The  child’s 
health  being  at  length  reftored,  fhe  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  to  Arles,  where  ftie  arrived 
in  a  very  bad  ftate.  To  obviate  the 
of  which  the  fyrnptoms  were  not  equivocal, 
fhe  was  bled  in  the  foot;  and  to  relieve  her 
from  the  acidity  with  which  the  was  fo  much 
'  tormented,  I  ordered  her  to  drink  plentifully 
of  the  water  of  the  Rhone.  This  medicine 
was  fo  immediately  effedtual,  that  in  a  few 
days,  every  fenfation  of  acidity  difappeared, 
and  her  hyfterical  complaints  yielded  to  our 
ufual  method  of  treatment. 

Mr.  Germain,  feventy  years  of  age,  and 
hypochondriacal,  becoming  blind,  in  con- 
fequence  of  two  catarads  on  his  eyes,  grew 
extremely  dejeded,  and  vras  tormented  wdth 
Gonftant  acid  erudations  and  hicituping. 
The  fituation  of  this  poor  gentleman  -was 
the  more  deplorable,  as  the  great  misfor¬ 
tune  of  having  loft  his  fight,  had  rendered 
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him  indifFerent  to  every  other  evil.  In  coil's 
fequence  of  this  negledt,  his  hickup  encrea- 
fed;  the  erudations  became  infupportable* 
and  the  fever  which  foiiowed,  threatened  the 
patient  with  an  approaching  inflammation, 
if  not  already  begun,  as  the  fymptoms  feem- 
ed  evidently  to  indicate. 

I  was  then  fent  for ;  but  in  order  to  per- 
fuade  the  patient,  that  he  ought  to  fubmit 
to  our  endeavours  to  fave  his  lifej  it  was 
previoufly  neceflary  to  comfort  him  with  the 
hope  of  reftoring  his  fight.  The  extradtion 
of  the  chryftaline  humour  was  the  only 
thing  that  could  be  done,  and  I  aflured  him 
that  fuch  an  operation  was  poflible.  This 
promife  revived  his  hopes,  and  rendered  him 
tradable.  Chicken-ptifan,  conftant  fomenta¬ 
tions,  and  cooling  clyfters,  removed  his  w'orfl; 
fymptoms.  He  departed  for  Avignon,  where 
.  the  operation  was  performed  with  fuch  afto- 
nilhing  fuccefs,  that  he  now  enjoys  both 
his  fight  and  health  (a). 

(a)  Mr.  Germain  had  this  operation  performed  at  Avig¬ 
non,  by  Mr.  Pamard,junr.  This  (kilful  furgeon  has  gi¬ 
ven  us  indifputable  proofs  of  the  fafcty  of  his  method  of  ex¬ 
tracting  the  cataradt.  The  wonderful  cures  which  he  has- 
performed  it}  this  city,  have  gained  him  univerfal  efteem  ; 
for  which  reafon,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  this  public  tef^ 
timonv  of  hiS  abilities. 

The 
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The  tenfion  of  the  nerves,  and  the  rare- 
fadlion  of  the  digeftive  fluids,  were  too  great 
to  think  of  curing  the  patient  with  cold 
water  only.  The  mucilage  of  the  chicken- 
ptifan  feemed  neceflary  to  enereafe  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  diluting  remedies,  and  more  efFeflu- 
ally  to  obtund  the  fplctil^  of  the  acid  in  the 
flomach.  Emolient  fomentations  and  cool¬ 
ing  clyfters  adted  as  fcdatives  and  abfor- 
bents ;  coral,  chalk  of  Brian9on,  crabs  eyes, 
not  forgetting  the  ca'choe^  fo  much  in  ufe  at 
prefent,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  powerful, 
w^ould  confecj^uently  have  produced  very  bad 
effects,  as  tbeir  alkalefcence  would  have  exci¬ 
ted  the  fermentation  of  the  digeftive  fluids, 
and  fo  far  from  deftroying,  would  have  in- 
ereafed  their  acrimony. 

Dom.  Barecut,  a  benedidfine  monk,  of  the 
convent  of  St.  Maur,  two  and  twenty  years 
of  age,  of  a  dry  and  very  atrabilarious  con- 
ftitution,  had  for  two  years  been  afflidled 
with  conftant  vomiting,  which  returne/l 
every  day  after  eating,  attended  with  fuch 
confiderable  eradiations,  that  this  monk 
w^as  obliged  to  quit  the  convent.  Stoma- 
tics,  purgatives,  aperatives,  and  abforbents, 
w'ere  the  only  remedies  adminiftered.  The 
difeafe  became  every  day  more  obftinate, 

a,nd 
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and  the  patient  was  abandoned  to  his,  un¬ 
happy  fate. 

After  having  carried  this  inconvehlencd 
into  feveral  convents,  he  took  refuge  in  the 
abbey  of  Mont-major.  To  this  place  I  waS 
called  to  attend  himj  and  many  others  of  his 
brethren,  who  were  not  lefs  indlfpofed  than 
himfelf. 

It  was  iiot  difficult  to  comprehend,  by 
the  account  of  his  diforder,  and  of  the  re¬ 
gimen  he  had  obferved,  that  the  caufe  of 
his  vomiting  proceeded  from  the  tpahnodiC 
tenlion  of  the  nervous  membranes  of  the 
ftomach,  and  in  the  acrimony  of  the  fto- 
matic  juices.  Conftant  watching  and  ap-* 
plication  of  mind,  and  the  irritating  reme¬ 
dies  which  he  had  "^aken,  contributed  to 
prolong  his  difeafe.  Moiflners  were  then 
fubftituted  in  their  place,  with  the  greater 
affurances  of  fuccefs,  as  the  former  remedies 
had  been  prejudicial.  Chicken-ptifan,  which 
was  his  common  beverldge  for  two  months’^ 
relieved  the  vomiting.  The  violent  eruc-* 
rations  neverthelefs  continued,  and  ftill 
tormented  the  patient ;  but  the  mineral-Wa-*' 
ters  of  Teiifet,  and  the  domehic  bath  per-- 
fedted  his  cure. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  *  G.  ^  town-clerk  of  this  place, 

flxty  years  of  age,  and  hypochondriacal, 

was  attacked,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the 

fame  difeafe;  but  the  more  dangerous,  as 

( 

what  he  threw  off  his  flomach  was  black, 

foetid,  and  intolerably  bitter,  refembling,  in 

every  refpeft,  the  black  bile,  fo  well  known 

and  dreaded  by  the  antients  (a)  and  their 

followers.  Conflant  application  and  anxiety 

of  mind  had  given  birth  to  this  cruel  difeafe, 

and  grief  added  to  every  other  caufe,  gave 

but  little  hopes  of  his  recovery  .  The  patient 

i  himfelf,  from  many  recent  and  fatal  exam- 

:  pies,  delpaired  of  relief  (b),  which  rendered 

i  Jiis  cure  the  more  tedious, 

*  \ 

f  Moiftners  only  were  adminiftered,  and 
[  with  the  more  perfeverance,  as  the  difeafe 
[!  had  taken  deep  toot.  Chicken-ptifan  and 
I  fomentations,  without  refpite ;  nor  were  the 

^  f 

bdomeftic  baths  and  frequent  clyfters  negleft- 
i  ed  ;  and  thefe  remedies,  if  they  did  not  im- 
3  mediately  remove  the  diforder,  at  lead  retard¬ 
ed  its  progrefs. 

Two  whole  years  elafped,  without  gain- 

i 

r 

b  I 

\  \  (a)  Hippocrat.  aph.  22,  fefl:.  4. 

'  I  (b)  It  is  no  more  ,than  a  year  fince  M.  de  Laval,  arch- 
oj'eacon  of  the  metropolitan  church  of  this  city,  died  of  the 
'iame  diforder,  after  repeated  emetics* 

I  0  ing 
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Jrig  much  ground,  tiiough  the  patient  was 
very  punctual  in  his  regimen;  but  his  do- 
meftic  affairs,  which  daily  added  to  the 
nneafmefs  of  his  mind,  counteradted  every 
remedy.  It  was  therefore  necelTary  that  he 
Ihould  leave  off  bufmefs,  quit  the  town,  and 
feek,  in  diffipation  and  eafe,  the  recovery  of 
a  fhattered  conflitution. 

This  experiment  was  attended  with  falu- 
tary  effeds :  The  vomiting  yielded  to  the 
above  remedies,  and  daily  exercife  contri¬ 
buted  to  reftore  the  patient  to  his  perfed 
health. 

Galen’s  method  of  treating  thefe  difeafes, 
always  furprifed  me,  .for  he  exprelly  fays: 
In  imiverfum  igitnr  omnes  qul  ah  hiimort  me- 
lanchoUco  pro^oenmnt  effeBus^  Jlatim  inter 
initia  medicamentis  eum  huniorem  'vacuantibus 
njalidepurgans^  quominiis  angeantiir  prohihchis. 
Galenus,  de  atra  bile,  p.  705. 

That  is  to  fay,  according  to  this  author, 
common  purgatives  being  infufficient,  re- 
courfe  mullbe  had  to  more  violent  cathartics. 

Thefe  difeafes  have  therefore  changed 
their  nature  fmce  the  time  of  this  great 
oracle.  Let  us  then  change  their  name,  left 
we  fliould  be  led  into  an  error.  I’his  great 
ati  abil  ariaa  feems  himfeif  to  have  been  in¬ 
fluenced 
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fluenced  by  the  caufticity  of  his  bile  in  the 
choice  of  his  remedies. 

We  are  certain  at  prefent,  that  when  it 
predominates  in  hypochondriacal  patients, 
it  is  not  the  firfl:  caufe,  nor  the  only  one 
to  combat;  on  the  contrary,  ’tis  no  more  than 
the  effect. 

The  diminution  of  the  diametet  of  the 
excretory  veffels  of  the  liver  and  other  %nfce-^ 
ra  of  the  abdomen^  and  their  extreme 
drynefs,  render  the  fecretion  of  the  bile 
•difficult ;  this  fluid,  already  too  grofs, 
is  neceflarily  obftrudted  in  its  paflage,  and 
being  there  detained,  acquires  that  colour 
and  acrimony  requifite  to  form,  that  atrabi¬ 
lious  fluid  fo  formidable  in  Galen’s  opinion, 
but  at  prefent  fo  much  defpifed  by  oUr  mo¬ 
dern  phyficians.  It  is  fometimes  forced 
back  into  the  mafs  of  fluids,  where  it  caufes 
■great  diforder,  and  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
duces  cqnfiderable  irritation,  and  thus  en¬ 
genders  all  the  difeafes  imputed  to  it. 
But  to  remove  all  thefe  diforders,  ought  we, 
by  endeavouring  to  expel ,  it  fuddenly  from 
the  mafs  of  fluids,  to  irritate  the  cornuous 
folids,  with  which  it  is  become  infome  mea- 
fure  united? 
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We  can  never  expe£t  by  fuch  means  to 
fubdue  the  acrimony  of  this  fluid,  which  is 
fulphurous  from  its  origin,  faline  by  de-» 
grees,  and  acrimonious  in  its  nature  :  the 
leafl:  attack  will  difcompofe  it,  and  if  we 
perfift  in  the  attempt,  its  effedls  are  vio¬ 
lent,  and  in  all  probability  will  become 

unfurmountable.  How  then  is  it  to  be 

\ 

remedied  ?  The  talk  is  difficult,  it  is 
true,  but  not  impoffible.  If  it  has  always 
been  the  opprohrium  of  phyficians,  may  we 
not  confider  it  as  the  chef-d* oeuvre  of  our 
art. 

It  is  therefore  by  mild  remedies  that  we 
muft  obtund  the  fpiculi  of  this  fluid,  and  by 
thus  diluting  and  foftening,  it  becomes  en¬ 
veloped  in  the  torrent,  which  in  the  end  car¬ 
ries  it  off  through  the  common  emundtories. 
It  may  indeed  refift  for  fome  time,  but  it 
muft  infallibly  yield  fooner  or  later,  to  our 
conftant  and  various  applications. 

Pradlical  phyficians  will,  I  think,  be  fa- 
tlsfied  with  my  arguments  and  experience  ; 
but  minute  phyfiologifts  will  doubtlefs  ex- 
pedt  experiments  fuited  to  their  tafte  and 
comprehenfion.  To  fatisfy  and  convince 
them  at  the  fame  time,  I  ftiall  propofe  one 

which 
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Which  may  be  performed'  even  in  their 
tlofet,  if  they  will  not  take  the  trouble  to 
feome  to  a  fick  bed.  Take  foirie  of  this  black 
bile,  recently  evacuated,  either  by  vomiting 
or  by  ftool ;  its  fmell  is  foetid,  and  its 
tafte  according  to  the  patient’s  account,  in¬ 
tolerably  acerb.  Mix  it  in  a  fmall  quantity 
of  water,  and  it  quickly  becomes  grben :  en- 
creafe  the  vehicle,  and  it  betomes  yellow; 
encreafe  it  ftill  more,  and  it  entirely  lofes  its 
colour,  fmell  and  tafte.  But  after  this  let  it 
evaporate,  and  it  will  gradually  refume  its 
original  colour,  and  what  remains  in  the  bot^ 
tom,  will  be  exadlly  the  fame  that  was  before 
put  into  the  veflel ;  the  fame  colour,  fmell 
and  acerbity. 

Let  us  compare  the  effed  of  dllutefs  with 
i  the  nature  of  this  fluid,  and  we  fliall  eafily 
comprehend  by  the  effed  produced  by  this 
vehicle  in  changing  its  colour,  that  we 
may  in  the  end  deftroy  its  acrimony.  Let 

us  alfo  obferve,  with  regard  to  atrabilarious 

< 

patients,  that  evacuations  of  this  kind  gra¬ 
dually  change,  and  that  their  recovery  is 
always  preceded  by  the  variations  above- 
mentioned.  Mr.  G**  and  many  more 
whom  I  have  feen  in  the  fame  fituation, 

O  J  have 
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have  furniflicd  me  with  thefe  examples,? 
and  feveral  others  who  have  fufFered  for 
want  of  timely  affiftaricej  have  exemplifie4 
the  fame  gradation. 


»  * 
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Spafmodic  Hemiplegia. 

i 

Y  fpafmodic  hemiplegia-,  I  underiland 
that  fpecies  of  perfed;  or  imperfed 
palfy,  which  refults  from  the  ftranguiation 
of  the  veflels  of  the  brain,  which  ftrangula- 
tion  is  always  produced  by  the  fpafmodic 
tenfion  of  the  nerves. 

The  feveral  diforders  of  the  brain  pro¬ 
ceed  from  three  dilTerent  caufes,  wdiich 
charaderife  three  fpecies  of  apoplexy.  The 
fiiTt  and  fecond  are^  called  pituitoiis  and 
fanguinary ;  a  fuperabundance  of  blood,  or 
jnore  properly  fpeaking,  a  plethora  is  the 
caufe  of  the  one.  and  the  other  proceeds 
from  a  fuperabundance  of  the  lymphatic  and 
ferous  fluids,  by  which  the  fame  efied  is 
produced.  But  the  third,  which  I  call 
fpafmodic  apoplexy,  proceeds  merely  from 

«-  Z'  \  * 

difeaied  nerves ;  I  mean  that  extraordinary 
tenfion  of  the  nervous  filaments,  which 
entirely  preventing  their  relaxation,  pro¬ 
duces  a  palfy;  this  tenfion,  by  contrading 
the  diameter  of  the  veflels,  encreafes  the 
volume  of  the  fluids,  and  thus  creates  this 
.  O  4  ''  plethora 
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plethora.^  whence  proceeds  tlie  ftrangulatiofl 
and  compreffion  of  the  veffels,  and  intercep¬ 
tion  of  the  animal  fpirits,  of  which  apoplexy 
and  a  palfy  are  the  confequence. 

To  conceive  how  it  is  poflible  for  the 
ft r angulation  in  queftion,  to  be  formed  in 
tenfe  and  cornuated  veflels,  we  Ihould  re¬ 
coiled:,  fiirft,  that  the  brain  is  a  foft  and 
flexible  fubftance,  whofe  fibres  are  conftantly 
drenched  by  that  ferofity  which  is  there 
fecreted ;  fecondly,  that  the  number  of  fan- 
guinary  veflels  with  which  its  furface  is 
covered,  is  very  confiderable ;  and  befides 
that,  the  brain  abounds  with  different  finu- 
fes,  which  abate  the  velocity  of  the  circu¬ 
lation  ;  and  thirdly,  that  it  is  continually 
cxpofed  to  the  different  compreffion  of  the 
meninges,  which,  in  a  ftate  of  cornuofity, 
comprefs  it  with  more  or  lefs  violence,  and 
impede  the  motion  of  the  fluids  ;  all  which 
being  fo  many  obftacles  to  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  in  the  brain,  occafion  the  ftrangu- 
lation  in  queftion. 

From  this  difpofition  of  the  brain,  it 
follows,  that  whenever  the  blood  is  carriecl 
thither  wdth  too  great  impetuofity,  it  muft 
neceffarily  produce  in  its  different  fnufes, 
and  in  the  veins  and  arteries,  extreme  di¬ 
latation, 


f 
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latatlon,  which  mull  gradually  increafe 
their  diameters,  and  in  the  end,  from  va- 

.  ricofe  tumours,  which  by  impeding  the 

\ 

circulation  of  the  blood  and  fpirits',  caufe 
apoplexy,  epilepfy,  palfy,  and  every  other 
difeafe  poffible  for  fuch  compreflion  to' 
produce. 

From  this  heat  and  impetuofity  of  the 
blood,  proceed  irregular  motions  and  fpafms, 
which  frequently  begin  in  the  membranes 
of  the  llomach,  and  of  the  inteftines  of  hy¬ 
pochondriac  patients,  according  to  the  de¬ 
licacy  and  extreme  fenfibility  of  their  fibres, 
their  tenfion  and  cornuofity.  In  fhort,  the 
nerves  of  the  ftomach  being  conftantly  agi¬ 
tated,  and  difturbed  by  the  acrimony  of  the 
ftomachic  and  digeftive  juices  therein  fe- 
creted;  thofe  of  the  kidneys,  the  Ipleen, 
liver,  and  the  inyfenteric  plexus^  will  be  af¬ 
fected  in  their  turn,  and  will  contraCt  the 
veflels.  The  contraction  of  the  arterial  extre¬ 
mities  will  flop  the  blood  in  every  part: 
the  fluids  will  then  rufli  in  greater  abun¬ 
dance  to  the  head,  and  produce  the  efi'eCts 
above-mentioned.  The  inteftines  are  in 
like  manner  affeCted ;  for  if  the  arterial 
contractions  be  fo  great,  that  the  blood  can¬ 
not  circulate  freely  through  the  arteries,  the 

ftrangu- 
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ftrangulation  will  produce  fuch  agitation  in 
the  nerv'es,  that  the  whole  fyftem  becomes 
convulfed.  Thefe  different  convulfive  mo¬ 
tions  may  in  time  produce  thepalfy  in  quef- 
tion  ;  in  like  manner?  as  it  may  alfo  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  apoplexy.  , 

This  fpecies  of  palfy,  proceeding  from  a 
caufe  peculiar  to  itfelf,  muff  neceffarily  pro¬ 
duce  particular  fymptoms.  The  fpafmodic 
tenfion  of  the  nerves  is  always  evident  in 
the  ftiffnefs  of  the  paralytic  limbs,  in  thei,r 
irritability,  and  alfo  in  their  atrophy,  and 
convulfive  motion.  The  pulfe  will  be  always 
fmall  and  frequent,  very  unlike  that  pleni¬ 
tude  which  denotes  a  real  plethora,  and  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  arterial  coats,  by  vrhich  the  two 
other  fpecies  of  apoplexy  are  char  after  ifed. 

The  cure  will  therefore  differ  from  thofe 
which  are  indiftinftly  adminiffered  for  all 
kinds  of  apoplexy ;  repeated  and  frequent 
bleedings,  cordials,  ffrong  llimulants,  eme¬ 
tics  and  purgatives,  will  be  very  improper; 
as  the  violent  irritations  produced  by,  thefe 
remedies,  will  infallibly  encreafe  inftead  of 
deffroying  the  difeafe,  which  is  demonftrated 
by  the  following  cafe, 

Mr,  Oman,  furgeon  of  this  town,  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  of  a  ftnguine  and  robuff 

con- 
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conftitution,  was  attacked  in  the  month  of 
May  1761,  with  a  putrid  and  inflammatory- 
fever,  of  which  he  was  cured  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  ten  bleedings,  an  emetic,  and  fome 

f  :  ■  ' 

.  flight  purgatives.  Fatigued  bywantoffleep 

I,  '  - 

for  three  or  four  days,  when  recovering,  he 
was  fuddenly  feized  with  an  imperfedl  hemi¬ 
plegia  of  the.  right  hde.  His  arm  and  leg  was 
immediately  benumbed,  his  eye  diftorted, 
and  his  mouth  convulfed. 

The  patient  alarmed  by  the  fymptoms 
of  a  real  hemiplegia^  called  all  his  art 
to  his  affiftance,  and  was  already  pre¬ 
pared  to  bleed  himfelf,  if  I  had  not 
come  time  enough  to  prevent  it.  The 
fymptoms  which  had  preceded  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  the  effedl  of  my  remedies  im- 
mediately  gaye  me  the  diagnoftic  figns  of 
the  patient’s  diforder.  The  fpafms,  and 
extreme  tenfion  of  the  nerves,  confirmed 
this  evidence:  it  was  therefore  neccflarys 
as  foon  as  poffible,  to  relax  the  parts 
which  Teemed  to  be  affeded.  The  warm 
bath  was  preferred  to  every  other  remedy, 
though  the  patient’s  weaknefs  appeared  to 
fome  as  a  contra-indication.  Its  efficacy 
liowcver  was  unc^ueflionable,  as  in  a  few 

days 
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days  It  removed  all  the  above  fymptoms  (a)/ 

Frequent  bleedings  dufing  the  Inflamtha-*' 
tory  fever,  and  the  evacuatiofis  produced  by 
the  different  purgatives  which  I  had  pte- 
fcribed,  fhould  be  confidered  as  the  remote 
caufes  of  the  patient’s  hwmiplegid.  It  was 
confequently  necefl'ary  to  have  recourfe  to'  re¬ 
medies  capable  of  refloring  to  the  blood  and 
other  fluids  the  vehicle  which  they  had  loft  ; 
and  to  the  nerves,  that  fupplenefs  and  elafti* 
city  of  which  they  had  been  deprived,  by  the 
feveral  irritations  they  had  fuffered.  This 
was  beyond  contradiftion,  the  only  method 
to  fave  the  patient ;  and  however  ftrange  it 
may  appear  to  fome,  it  is  neverthelefs  certain, 
being  fupported  on  the  principles  of  a  found 
theory^  and  on  the  moft  fortunate  experi¬ 
ments  which  \vcre  made  by  feveral  phyfi- 
cians  of  this  province  in  concert  with  me. 

I  would  now  afk,  if  the  bleeding  com¬ 
monly  prefcnbed  in  fuch  a  cafe,  from  a 
notion  of  attacking  the  ftrangulation  of  the 
brain,  and  the  purgatives  always  admini- 
ftered  under  fuch  variety  of  forms,  could 
be  of  any  ufe  to  the  patient  ?  The  oppo-f 

(a)  You  will  find  in  Foreftiis,  a  number  of  palfiesy  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  heat  and  drynefs,  cured  in  the  fame  manner. 

flte 


I 


Spafmodic  Hemiplegia.  205 

fite  effects  fo  immediately  produced  by  the 
warm  bath,  inconteftibly  prove  that  the 
nerves,  if  again  irritated  by  the  action  of  thefe 
different  remedies,  would  have  fuffered  ftill 
greater  contradtions ;  the  circulation  of  the 
fpirits  would  have  been  immediately  inter¬ 
cepted,  and  the  convulfive  motions  which 
would  have  fupervened,  mull  have  infallibly 
deftroyed  the  patient.  The  following  cafe 
will  verify  this  prognoftic. 

M.  le  Marquis  de  Caflillion,  about  eight 
^nd  thirty  years  of  age,  had  for  a  long  time 
complained  of  a  pain  in  his  head,  fqr  which 
he  defired  my  advice.  I  was  too  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  conftitution  and  manner 
< 

of  life,  to  be  in  any  doubt  concertiing  the 
caufe  of  his  difeafe. 

I  prefcribed  accordingly  a  fuitable  regi- 
inen  and  chickeri-broth.  His  head-ach 
was  for  a  tiine  relieved,  and  he  fancied 
himfelf  entirely  cured,  The  documents 
of  a  phyfician  generally  make  no  longer 
impreffion  than  during  the  time  of  ill- 
nefs ;  but  if  they  be  ever  recolledted  in 
health,  they  are  only  tranfient  refledions. 
The  patient  forgetting  my  advice,  preferred 
his  own  regimen  to  my  prefcriptions  :  the 
pin  foon  returned  j  it  gradually  became 

infiip- 
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Infupportable,  and  at  laft  terminated  ifl 
a  vaporous  fainting,  which  rendered  his 
life  precarious*  This  fainting  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  h(£mtplegia  of  the  right  fide. 
The  arm,  the  leg,  and  the  thigh,  became 
ftifiF,  and  entirely  paralytic  j  the  eye  and 
ear  were  totally  deprived  of  their  fundfions  j 
in  fhort,  e%^ery  thing  indicated  the  perfedf 
cornuofity  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  it  was 
neceffary  to  affift  the  patient,  as  immediately 
as  polFible. 

A  phyficlafl  of  great  reputation,  Mr. 
Fizes,  who  was  confulted  with  me,  was 
equally  fatisfied  as  to  this  difeafe  of  the 
nerves,  and  denfity  of  the  fluids.  With 
regard  to  thefe  two  indications,  we  had  re- 
courfe  to  moiftening  and  attenuating  reme¬ 
dies.  Chicken  and  turtle-broth,  whey,  and 
the  acid  mineral-waters,  w^ere  firft  pre- 

If  • 

fcribed.  Aperitives,  purgatives,  and  ,an- 
tifpafrnodics,  were  next  adminiftered. 
Far  from  authorifmg  fuch  a  method,  I 
could  not  help  prognofticating  the  event. 

Their  confidence  in  me  was  unqueftion- 

( 

able ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  be  impli¬ 
citly  diredfed  by  fo  eminent  a  phyfician  as 
Dodfor  Fizes. 

After  the  patient  had  taken  twenty  dcfes 

of 
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of  turtle  broth,  he  was  ordered  by  this  phy- 
fician  an  eleduary,  compofed  of  the  conferve 
of  elicampane,  kinorrodon^  poudre  de  guttete^  . 
millipedes,)  cinnamon,  Cafcarilla)  wild  vale¬ 
rian,  and  fyrup  of  chicory,  mixed  with  rhu¬ 
barb.  His  friends  had  formed  fuch  great 
expedation  from  a  remedy,  which  was  to 
produce  fo  many  different  effeds  at  the  fame 
time,  that  I  durft  not  venture  to  make  objec¬ 
tions.  I  even  thought  that  I  had  gained  a 
great  point,  in  perfuading  the  apothecary, 
unknown  to  them,  to  reduce  the  dofe  to 
about  half  the  quantity.  Two  hours  after 
he  had  taken  this  remedy,  he  was  feized  with 
a  fainting  fimilar  to  the  firfl,  attended  with 
convulfive  fpafms  of  the  limbs,  by  which 
they  were  convinced  of  their  error.  His 
belly  was  fwelled,  tenfe,  and  irritated  by  vio¬ 
lent  cholic,  and  frightful  borborygmi,  which 
I  found  it  neceffary  to  appeafe,  with  plenti¬ 
ful  draughts  of  chicken-water,  and  feveral 
cold  clyfters. 

■  This  unexpeded  accident,  though  fore¬ 
told,  fo  terrified  the  patient  and  his  family, 
that  they  now  left  him  to  my  care.  A 
hundred  and  fix  tepid  bathings,  as  many 
dofes  of  chicken-broth,  and  feveral  clyfters 

of 
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qf  common  water  juft  warmed,  but  more 
frequently  cold,  reftored  fupplenefs  to  the 
limbs,  which,  by  riding  either  on  horfeback 
or  in  a  carriage,  recovered  their  wanted  li¬ 
berty  and  motion,  and  the  patient  foon  re¬ 
gained  his  former  health,  to  the  great  afto- 

I 

niftiment  of  many  people,  who,  becaufe  he 
had  blindly  fubmitted  to  new  experiments, 
looked  upon  him  as  a  loft  man. 

Of  all  the  authors  who  have  written  on 
the  difeafes  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  Frederick 
Hoffman  is  the  only  one  that  I  know  of, 
who  mentions  the  fpafmodic  apoplexy,  and 
the  fame  fpecies  of  paify,  by  which  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  fucceeded  (a).  After  the  moft  accu¬ 
rate  defcription,  he  tells  us,  that  none  but 
hyfterical  women  and  hypochondriacal  men, 
arefubjedlto  this  kind  of  apoplexy  ;  ,he  tells 
us  alfo,  that  the  natural  tenfion  of  their  ' 
nerves,  and  drynefs  of  their  inteftines,  pre¬ 
vent  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the 
*vifcera  of  the  abdomen^  and  in  the  inferior 
parts  of  the  body.  The  brain,  for  this 
reafon,  becomes  overcharged:  hence  pro¬ 
ceeds  fanguinary  ftrangulations,  and  irre¬ 
gular  compreffions  in  this  ‘uifcus^  which 
produces  all  the  fymptoms  of  fpafmodic 

(a)  HofF.  de  nerv.  refol.  cap.  i,  p.  192,  tom.  2. 

apoplexy, 
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iapoplexyj  of  which  have  juft  given  two 
'examples. 

The  diftinflion  of  the  fpafmodic  apoplexy, 

.6  /  I 

from  the  two  other  fpecies  called  ferous  and 
fanguinary,  is  alfo  due  to  the  fame  authon 
Though  this  laft,  in  a  great  meafurej  partici¬ 
pates  of  the  one  in  queftion,  fpafm  is  never- 
theiefs  very  frequently  the  real  caufe.  The 
lllffnefs  of  the  paralytic  limbs,  and  their  in¬ 
voluntary  motion,  are  proofs  fufficiently  con¬ 
vincing.  Repeated  bleedings,  blifters,  eme¬ 
tics,  &c.  according  to  the  lame  author,  pro¬ 
duce  fatal  efFedts;  (M.  le  Marquis  de  Caftil- 
lion  was  a  melancholy  inftance  of  this)  While 

on  the  contrary,  doraeftic  bathing,  pedilu- 
•  / 

k)ium^  and  other  remedies  of  the  fame  nature, 
by  attacking  the  rigidity  of  the  nerves,  pro- 
'  duce  falutary  effedts,  in  facilitating  the  dif- 

f'  i 

tribution  of  the  fluids,  by  reftoring  the  vef- 
fels  to  their  ufual  diameter  and  flexibility. 

My  teftimony  might  be  fufpe(fted,  were  it 
hot  fupported  by  the  above-mentioned  au¬ 
thor. (a).  I  may  alfo  add,  that  I  have  feen  a 
humber  of  paralitic  patients,  in  whom  thefe 
Violent  remedies  had  produced  this  diforder. 
How  many  have  funk  under  this  cruel  prac¬ 
tice  !  The  good  of  the  public  warrants  inge- 

(a)  HofFiTianconfult.&  refpons.  cent.  i.  fsft.  i.  cafus  19. 

P  nioufnefs, 
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nioufnefs,  and  therefore  prompted  by  the 
zeal  with  which  I  am  animated,  I.  will  fpeak 
the  truth.  I  have  more  than  once  beheld  the 
fatal  effefts  of  the  Balaruc  waters,  where  pa¬ 
ralytic  patients  of  the  neighbouring  provinces 
are  generally  fent  without  diftinftion.  One 
in  particular,  who  was  attacked  with  the  palfy 
in  queftion,  was,  the  very  firft  day  that  he 
purged  with  thefe  waters,  feized  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  fever,  delirium-,  and  convulfive  motions  in 
the  paralytic  limbs,  to  the  great  aftonifhment 
of  the  phyfician  by  whom  he  was  advifed. 
Two  bleedings,  and  a  plentiful  beveridge  of 
chicken-water,  refcued  the  patient  from  the 
danger  to  which  he  had  been  improperly  ex- 
pofed. 

Thefe  faline  mineral-waters  aft  in  this  cafe 
wuth  too  much  impetuofity  (a).  M.  le  Roy, 
profeflbr  of  medicine  in  the  univerfity  of 
Montpellier,  who  has  written  with  equal  ele¬ 
gance  and  precifion,  on  the  nature  of  mine¬ 
ral-waters,  has  not  neglefted  to  caution  his 
readers  againll  the  effeft  of  the  Balaruc  wa¬ 
ters,  thus :  adhoc  auteni  auxilii  gems  non  fa¬ 
cile  venias  cum  homine  qui  aut  podagrus  fit-, 
cut  lue  laboret  ’venerea-,  aut  epilepfue  ohnoxiusy 

(a)  All  mineral-waters  whatever  adl  in  the  fame  manner. 

aut 
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cut  pajjtone  lahorct  hypechondnaca-,  aUt  hyjie-* 
rica  (a). 

But  we  readily  agree  with  him,  that  the 
Waters  facceedperfedlly  well,  whether  the  dif- 
cafe  proceeds  from  the  relaxation  of  the  fo- 
iids,  and  from  the  thicknefs  and  vifcofity  of 
the  fluids.  Their  miraculous  effedts  witiiefs 
fo  much  in  their  favour,  that  it  were  ridicu¬ 
lous  to  conteft  their  merit  and  virtue. 

\Ve  will,  if  you  pleafe,  go  ftiil  farther,  and 
acknowledge  that  they  may  be  very  falutary 
in  many  other  refpefis,  where  the  rigidity 
happens  to  be  complicated  Vsrith  other  difor- 
tiers  ;  but  this  is  always  underftocd  of  exter¬ 
nal  application-.  We  cannot  be  too  cautious 
in  advifing  their  ufe  externally.  I  am  of  the 
fame  opinion,  with  regard  to  mineral,  faline, 
or  fulphurious  waters,  which,  though  contra¬ 
indicated,  have  more  than  once  operated  with 
furprifing  effedt,  under  tlic  diredlion  of  fKil- 

ful  pliyficianS. 

« 

Carol!  k  Roy,  de  aqii.  min.  riatura,  &  ufu,  prop.  160. 
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CHAP.  XXIL 

Cormwfity  of  the  Extremities, 

The  efFeds  of  this  corniiofity  will  be 
moft  fenfibly  perceived  in  the  remoter 
parts  of  the  body,  particularly  the  extremi¬ 
ties.  The  extremities  of  the  veifels,  and  the 
fmailnefs  of  their  diameter  promoting  its  for¬ 
mation.  By  impeding  the  circulation  of  the 
fluids,  the  lymphatics  become  immediately 

r 

obliterated,  and  nutrition  intercepted ;  thus 
the  folids  become  gradually  more  dry,  and 
cornuous  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  mufcles, 
the  nerves,  and  the  tendons,  by  which  the 
extremities  of  the  body  are  terminated,  con- 
traft  with  pain,  and  produce  a  mutual  repli¬ 
cation  of  the  limbs  and  body.  The  extreme 
efi'eft  of  this  cornuofity  of  the  folids,  of 
■which  I  fhall  give  many  examples,  incontefli-  ' 
bly  prove  its  exiftence  in  every  fymptom  of  ■ 
vaporous  diforders. 

Dom.  Lamee,  a  benedicline  monk,  of  the 
inonaflery  of  Mont-major,,  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  of  a  warm  conftitution,  had  been  for 
two  years  afflidled  with  fliarp  pains  in  his 
thighs,  legs,  and  reins,  attended  with  univer- 

fal 
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fal  rigidity.  His  great  application  to  ftudy, 
but  more  particularly  to  muiic,  had  produced 
the  remote  caufe  of  his  indifpofition.  The 
extreme  diffipation  of  the  animal  fpirits,  had 
infenfibly  impoverifhed  the  mafs  of  the  fluids, 
and  the  frequent  irritations  of  the  nervous 
fyftem,  at  length  produced  this  cornuofity. 

The  bathacied  immediately  with  fuchfuc- 
cefs,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  month  the  patient 
was  relieved  from  his  pains-  and  walked  as 
upright  as  if  he  had  never  been  afflidled  with 
this  difeaie.  He  refumed  his  applications  and 
relapfed  :  he  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  reme¬ 
dies,  which  always  operated  with  the  fame 
power.  I  perfuaded  him  to  relinquifh,  for  a 
time,  his  mufie  and  ftudies.  This  v/as  a  mor¬ 
tifying  deprivation  to  a  mufical  enthufiaft,  and 
therefore  obtained  with  fome  difficulty  :  he 
enjoyed  better  health  however,  till  the  ex¬ 
treme  heat  of  the  dog-days,  which  were  this 
year  hotter  than  ufual,  wffien  he  again  relap- 
fcd  :  he  returned  to  the  bath  for  the  third 
time,  drank  chicken-water  and  diftilled  vffiey, 
which  compleated  his  cure. 

Maylbepermittedtojoin  with  thiscafe  ano¬ 
ther  of  the  fame  kind,  which  was  not  properly 
iny  owm,  being  only  a  withefs  of  it,  in  the  firft 

years  that  I  pradifed  phyfic  under  my  father. 

P  3  ' 
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M.  a  counfellor,  about -fifty-fiva 

years  of  age,  of  a  bilious,  fanguine,  and  very 
atrabilarious  conftitution,  iii  the  extreme  heat 
of  fummer,  wg-S  attacked  with  a  cholera  mor^ 
bus.  The  difeafe  was  fo  perfectly  indicated 
by  vomiting,  cramps,  and  diarrhaay  that  it 
w^as  impoifibie  to  be  miftaken.  Lemonade  pre-f 
vented  its  progrefs ;  but  the  fever  fucceeding 
thefe  various  agitations  :  dry  tongue,  red 
urine,  burning  heat,  and  deUrium.,  denoted  an 
extraordinary  effervefcence  in  the  fluids.  Re-? 
peated  bleedings,  emuifions,  cooling  clyflers, 
fomentations,  and  chicken-water,  removed 
the  inflammation  which  threatened  the  pa¬ 
tient,  and  thus  terminated  a  dangerous  dif? 
eafe,  that  might  have  proved  fatal,  had  we 
been  either  miftaken  or  timid  in  our  pradice. 

The  fever  being  at  length  removed,  the 
fymptoms  djfappeared ;  but  an  univerfal  cor-s 
nuofity  of  the  extremities  fucceeded.  The  al-- 
kalefcence  of  the  fluids  was  fo  extreme,  that 
the  moiftening  remedies,  however  prudenly 
adminiftered,  could  not  prevent  what  follow¬ 
ed.  His  arms,  legs,  Angers,  hands  and  feet, 
were  ftiff  and  motionlefs ;  the  epidermis  or 
fcaf-fkin,  peeled  off,  and  the  cutis.,  or  real  fkin, 
became  totally  dry.  Domeftic  bathing,  and 
other  moiftening  remedies,  whiph  the  patient 

took 
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took  for  a  whole  year,  reftored  him  at  laft  to 
the  ufe  of  his  limbs  and  health. 

The  effedts  of  this  cornuofity,  furnifhes 
daily  examples  of  that  drynefs  of  the  folids, 
which  we  have  fuppofed  to  be  the  proximate 
caufe  of  vaporous  affedlions.  I  know  feveral 
vaporous  patients  in  whom  this  difeafe  is  fo 
manifefi:,  that  the  epidermis  is  detached  from 
feveral  parts  of  the  body,  and  the  nails  and 
hair  fall  off.  Others  whofe  mufcular  fibres 
divide,  fo  as  to  form  deep  chinks  in  the  fin¬ 
gers  and  toes.  What  can  our  adverfaries  reply 
to  this  ?  Will  they  call  it  the  effedl  of  the  ir-‘ 
regular  flow  of  the  animal  fpirits  ?  Is  it  not 
rather  produced  by  vitiated  folids  ?  Can  the 
diforders  of  the  uterus.,  and  the  obftru<9:ion  of 
all  the  vlfcera  of  the  abdomen,  whether  gene¬ 
ral  or  particular,  produce  thefe  fymptoms  ? 
Muff  we  not  rather  acknowledge,  that  thefe 
fuppofed  caufes  are  themielves  the  effefts  of 
difeafed  folids. 

Let  it  not  be  objected,  that  many  people, 
to  all  appearance,  healthy  and  fat,  whofe  fo-* 
lids  feem  to  be  no  more  affetled  than  the 
fluids,  are  neverthelefs  fiibjeft  to  the  vapours. 
The  fpafmodic  tenfion  of  the  nervous  fyftem, 
its  rigidity  and  cornuofity,  are  not  incompa-* 
tible  with  this  conllitution  j  v/hich  being 

P  4  liable 


2 1 6  Cornuofity  of  the  Extremities: 


liable  to  the  fame  infirmities,  fliould  be  treated 
in  the  fame  nianner.  The  natural  tenfion  of 

V  V  «  ^ 

the  nerves  will  immediately  become  fpafmo,- 
dic  and  convulfed,  by  the  application  of  irri¬ 
tating  remedies,  however  fparingly  admini-. 
flered.  -Such  patients  fuffer,  with  this  difadr 
vantage,  that  they  dare  not  complain,  and 
this  appearance  of  health  is  the  more  intole¬ 
rable,  as  it  fubjedts  them  to  the  reproach 
even  of  thofe  from  whom  they  exped  afe 


fiftance. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 
COMPLICATIOxNS, 

Putrid  Fever. 


wit}} 
fnare 

fo  pharmacutic  pliyficians.  Tlie  putrid 
piatter  with  which  the  primr;  vi<e  are  then 
overcharged ;  the  turgefcence  of  thefe  ex¬ 
traneous  leaven,  by  which  the  mais  of  the 
l^lood  and  fluid?  is  innundated,  recjuires  the 
fpeedy  afllflance  of  pharmacy,  I  am  there¬ 
fore  of  opinion,  with  the  boldeft  pradlioner, 
that  wdien  the  putrid  matter  abounds,  it 
fhould  be  fpeediiy  evacuated ;  I  will  even 
go  further,  and  agree  with  tliem  alfo,  that 
the  moft;  aflive  remedies  fliould  be  admir 
niftered,  not  only  to  difturb  the  putrid 
matter,  but  to  expel  it  with  force  and  effi¬ 
cacy.  It  imuft  therefore  be  acknowledged, 
that,  in  this  cafe,  cathartics,  emetics,  and 
every  fpecies  of  vermifuges,  are  the  only 
fpecifics;  and  that  the  frequent  fuccefsful 
termination  of  this  difeafe,  may  be  always 


p  HE  complication  of  this  difeafe 
Js..  the  vapours,  has  alw^ays  been  a 


attributed 
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attributed  to  the  evacuations  produced  by 
thefe  remedies. 

This  method,  fo  generally  known  and 
approved,  is  doubtlefs  fupported  on  the 
moll  fortunate  experiments ;  but  is  it  there-’ 
fore  liable  to  no  exception  ?  and  is  it  al¬ 
ways  neceflary  to  purge,  merely  becaufe 
the  fever  is  putrid,  and  the  matter  too 
abundant  ?  or  rather,  if  it  be  neceflary  to 
evacuate,  muft  we  never  adminifter  any  other 
remedies  than  thofe  which  attack  this  fe¬ 
brile  matter,  by  adting  only  on  the  difeafes 
of  the  fluids,  without  ever  attending  to  thofe 
of  the  folids,  which  equally  require  our  af- 
fiftance. 

The  vaporous  conftitution,  by  adding  to 
the  firfl;  difeafe,  a  fecond  caufe  more  for¬ 
midable,  perplexes  us  in  the  adminiflratioii 
of  our  I'emedies,  by  confiantly  preventing 
the  efficacy  of  thofe  which  are  indicated. 
This  caufe  exifts  in  the  rigidity  of  the 
ffilids,  and  in  theif  fenfibility,  which  is  fo 
extreme,  that  the  leafl;  ffiock  of  the  adlive 
particles  of  the  mildefl;  purgatives,  imme.-' 
diately  excites  fpafm  and  convulfive  motion, 
and  this,  fo  far  from  promoting  their  ac¬ 
tion,  prevents  the  evacuation  of  the  putrid 

matters 
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niatter,  and  thereby  encreafes  its  efFer* 
vefcence. 

To  remedy  this  complication,  moiftners 
are  the  only  means  capable  of  correfting  the 
rigidity  of  the  folids,  and  the  irritations  ne- 
ceflary  produced  by  the  operation  of  the  ca¬ 
thartics.  They  iliould  therefore  be  applied 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  difeafe,  as  it  is 
from  their  eftefl  only  that  the  depuration  of 
the  fluids  can  be  obtained. 

The  period  of  thefe  kind  of  fevers  being 
more  or  lefs  fatal,  according  to  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  perfon  employed,  fometimes 
in  towns,  but  more  frequently  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  where  phyficians  are  always  fent  for 
when  it  is  too  late,  clearly  deinonftrates, 
that  this  complication  is  in  this  climate  no 
lefs  common  than  little  underftood;  it  were 
therefore  to  be  wiflied,  for  the  fake  of  thofe 
who  live  in  the  pountry,  a  part  of  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies,  fo  ufeful  to  the  ftate  in  every 
province,  and  particularly  to  this  town,  on 
account  of  its  extenfive  territories,  that  the 
furgeons  and  apothecaries  would,  at  leaft 
attend  to  our  conftant  lectures  on  this 
fubjedl.  We  cannot  help  wiihing  that  they 
were  a  little  more  moderate  in  admini- 
flering  purgatives,  and  a  little  more  cmtious 

with, 


t 
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with  regard  to  the  various  heating  draughts, 
wbich  are  indiferiminately  preferibed,  in 
order  to  promote  perfpiration,  which  is  al- 
’tvays  Tymptomatic  and  pernicious,  becaufe 
the  fluids  are  thereby  rendered  more  denfe, 
the  febrile  matter  lefs  fluid,  and  confer 
cpiently  lefs  capable  of  expulfion,  by  the  efr 
forts  of  nature ;  hence  proceed  fanguinary 
obflrutlxons  in  the  Dijcera,  and  inflammations 
flill  rnore  fatal,  in  confequence  of  the  im¬ 
proper  treatment  to  which  fo  paany  are 
facrificed. 


To  warn  them  therefore  to  be  lefs  cruel, 
and  to  inftrud;  them  in  a  matter  of  fo  much 
importance  (a),  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
publilh  our  method  of  treating  this  com¬ 
plication  of  difeafes,  which  confifts  in  the, 

\ 

(a)  This  advice  is  meant  only  for  country  furgeons,  and 
for  thofewho  cfScicyfly  intrude  themfcives  as  phyfic;ans 
in  the  towns  where  they  live.  There  are  numberlefs  in- 
Hances  in  this  kingdom,  of  furgeons  encroaching  fo  abfo- 
]utely,  that  they  comimit  wnth  impunity  the  g/cateft  mur¬ 
ders,  even  under  the  eyes  of  thofe  elf^bliijied  by  the  fove- 
reign,  to  watch  over  the  prefervaticn  of  his  fubjcdls.  This 
abufe  is  fo  excefrive,that  the  moft  powerful  remedies,  which 
ought  never,  but  in  cafes  of  extremity,  to  be  adminiftered 
bv  the  furgeon,  becoine  fo  familiar,  that  very  fliortly  we 
fliall  fcarcefind  a  man  who  do-rs  not  bear  the  marks  of  fiioh 
treatment :  cauterifing,  cutting,  and  burning,  arc  remedies 
for  every  evih 
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joint  application  of  moiftening  and  relaxing 
■  remedies.  The  patient  fhould  be  bled  ac“ 
cording  to  the  degree  of  fever  and  inflam¬ 
mation^  if  the  putrid  fever  be  of  the  inflam¬ 
matory  kind.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  pu¬ 
tridity  predominates,  we  fhould  be  expe¬ 
ditious  in  purging  the •nzV;  for  this 
purpofe  we  prefer  tartar  emetic,  as  being 
mofl;  certain  in  its  operation  (a).  Chicken- 
ptifan  fl'iould  be  the  patient’s  common  be- 
veridge ;  cooling  clyflers,  emulficns,  and  fo¬ 
mentations,  would  affift  the  effedts.  Ccoling- 
ptifan,  acidulated  with  nitre,  fpirit  of  vi¬ 
triol,  or  lemon  juice,  fhould  be  alfo  admi- 
~  « 

niftered.  During  this  regim.en,  may  be 
ufed,  without  apprehenfion,  vermifuges, 
and  the  different  purgatives  required  to 
expel  the  putrid  matter,  and  to  mitigate 
the  fever. 

(a)  We  do  n^t  prefer  tartar  emetic  to  all  other  purga¬ 
tives,  on  account  of  its  adtivitp;  but  becaufe  it  is  at  the 
fame  time  lefs  iifflammatory,  and  operates  only  on  the  mem¬ 
branes  of  the  ftomach  ;  becaufe  it  does  not  penetrate  into 
the  blood,  neither  does  it  leave  any  impreiHon  of  irritabi¬ 
lity  on  the  coats  of  the  velTels,  Antimonial  wine  produces 
contrary  effedls  ;  ipecacuana,  and  purgatives  of  every  kind, 
operating  by  their  refinous  particles,  exafperate  the  velFels 
to  a  much  greater  degree.  W e-  therefore  abfolutelv  reicct 
thefe  remedies  in  the  firll  ftage  of  the  diforder. 


Thus 
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Thus  we  iliall  affift  nature  in  throwing  off 
her  burthen ;  but  if,  notwithftanding  our  en¬ 
deavours,  we  cannot  prevent  the  cornuofity 
of  the  folicis,  occafioned  by  the  copious  eva¬ 
cuations  which  we  are  obliged  to  procure,  a 
regimen  fuitable  to  our  plan,  willfoon  corredb 
this  inconveniency.  The  following  calc  will 
exemplify  this  complication. 

de  St.  Efprit,  a  nun,  thirty-five  years 
old,  was  attacked  in  the  month  of  December 
1 759,  with  a  putrid  and  inflammatory  fever. 
She  was  feveral  times  bled  in  the  arm  and 
foot,  took  an  emetic,  and  was  afterward  pur¬ 
ged  twice  at  intervals,  by  which  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  worms  and  putrid  matter  were  dif- 
charged. 

The  fourteenth  day  of  the  difeafe,  the  fe¬ 
ver  was  confiderably  abated,  and  the  tempeil; 
entirely  appeafed,  when  a  delirium  appeared, 
attended  with  a  general  trembling,  and  uni- 
vcrfal  rigidity.  The  jaw  was  fo  completely 
locked,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  patient 
to  take  any  nourifhment.  All  thefe  different 
fymptoms  w^ere  fufficiently  charadleriftic  of 
the  complicated  hyfterical  affedtion  ;  but  the 
preceding  fymptoms  rendered  this  opinion 
very  doubtful. 

I  ordered  nevcrthelefs,  that  my  patient, 

though 
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though  half  dead,  fhould  be  plunged  into 
water.  The  firft  and  fecond  bathing  produced 
but  little  alteration,  which  I  muft  confefs, 
furprifed  me  very  much  ;  but  the  third, 
which  was  continued  for  a  longer  time,  re¬ 
vived  my  hopes,  and  a£led  with  fuch  efficacy, 
that  the  fever  and  delirium  vanifhed,  the 
body  grew  lefs  rigid,  and  the  patient  w^as 
ableto  takefome  nourifhment.  Thefe  fatisfac- 
tory  effedls  were  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  our  method,  the  patient  being 
thereby  perfectly  reftored. 

Convulfions  fucceeding  acute  difeafes  have 
always  been  confidered  as  mortdl :  fo  we  are 
told  by  Hyppocrates  and  Duretus.  The  firft 
fays  :  In  febrihus  acutis  convul/iones^  circa 
vifcera  dolores  fortes.,  malum  (a)  and  the  fe¬ 
cond  adds  :  Convulfio febri fuperveniens  omni- 
no  funejla.,  perraro  autem  puerulis  ;  qui  vero 
feptem  amiis  proveiliores  funt^  convulfione  non 
tentantur  in  febre',  fin  autem  dcfperati  (b). 
Succeeding  phyficians  are  by  their  own  ex¬ 
perience,  convinced  of  the  truth  of  thefe 
predidlions. 

Prepoffefl'ed  with  the  fame  notion,  I  had 
already  condemned  my  patient,  who  would 

(a)  'Hippoc.  aphor.  \xv\\.  fe£l.  iv. 

(b)  Duretus,  in  coac.  Hip.  cap.  14.  p.  226. 

have 
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liave  infallibly  fuffered,  had  I  not  feared,  thai 
ill  abandoning'  her  to  her  unliappy  fate,  I 
ihould  have  been  guilty  of  murder.  Solici¬ 
tous  therefore  to  difcover,  in  the  refourccs  of 

i 

art,  the  means  of  laving  her  life,  I  reconfi- 
dered  her  difeale,  Itudied  the  caufes  by  which 
it  was  produced,  and  was  determined  by  the 
fymptoms  which  I  difcovered. 


Her  diforder-  was  preceded  by  great  ap- 
plication  of  mind,  and  followed  <by  large 
evacuations.  Thefe  alforded  fome  foun¬ 
dation  for  hope ;  but  the  idea  of  a  metaflafis 


of  morbific  matter  to  the  brain,  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  worms,  or  perhaps  a  total  want  of 


blood  and  fpirits,  continually  thwarted  my 
hopes.  Whilft  thus  embarralfed,  accufing 
myfelf  of  infufficiency,  I  was  at  laft  deter¬ 
mined.  A  hidden  and  copious  difcharge  of 
urine  confirmed  my  opinion,  and  I  no  longer 
doubted  that  the  patient’s  difeafe  was  compli¬ 
cated  with  the  hyfterical  affedion.  (a)  I  or¬ 


dered 


(a)  A  copious  difcharge  of  urine  is,  according  to  S»  deri- 
Iiarn,  one  of  the  moft  certain  figr.s  of  the  hyfterica!  afFed- 
tion  ;  Illud  rnaxime  pr opr 'nan  eji,  atque  ah  eo  inf'  parabile^ 
quod  Jcihcet  agre  urinam  reddant  plane  iiwpidam,  ad  tnjlar 
aquee  1  rup'ibtus  fcaturientis  ;  idque  fails  copiofe.  ^iiod  qui~ 
dan  ego Jig  'illaUm  percontando^  in  omnibus  fere  didici  figrium 
ejj'e  pathognomicutn  eorimaffeihium^  quos  infaminis  hy^eritosj 
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vlcred  her  into  the  warm  bath,  and  with  an 
afiurance  which  might  have  been  termed 
raflinefs,  foretold  its  fuccefs. 

The  joy  of  her  attendants  animated  them 
wdth  ftrength  and  me  with  courage.  They 
haftened  to  prepare  the  remedy  wdth  alacri¬ 
ty.  The  account  of  its  virtues  every  mo¬ 
ment  increafed  their  faith,  and  indeed  they 
foon  beheld  it  perform  wonders. 

We  do  not  preferibe  this  remedy  for  com¬ 
plicated  putrid  fevers  only  ;  intermitting  fe¬ 
vers  require  the  fame  treatment,  as  the  fame 
rigidity  of  the  folids,  conhantly  prevents 
the  effects  of  the  evacuating  and  febrif'ge 
remedies,  which  it  may  be  neceffary  to  pre¬ 
feribe.  I  could  relate  many  examples  of  the 
mofl  obflinatc  fevers,  degenerating  at  laft 
into  chronic  difeafes,  by  the  abufe  of  the  pur¬ 
ging  and  different  febrifuge  medicines  uni¬ 
ted  w'ith  the  bark  fb). 


in  manbus  hyp'.chcndrtacos  eppeVando:  cenffmu:.  Vide  Sv- 

denham  in  epift.  ad  Gulielrn.  Cole.  mod.  tom.  i.  d.  2?o. 

* 

(a)  This  afTertK.n^  though  vf-ry  different  from  the  r'pi- 


nion  of  oar  firfl  mafters  neverthelefs  deferves  the  attention 
of  every  phvfidan.  I  hav'e  mvfelf,  on  the  authority  of  fe- 
vera!  author's,  committed  the  very  fault  I  have  here  men¬ 
tioned:  trfs  rnig't  perhaps  fubjec?'' rne  to  the  reproach  of 
having  cither  def^hfed  or  mifuriderffood  them,  and  therefore 

0.  I  fhaii 
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An  epidemical  difeafe  which  raged  at  Arles 
in  1761  ,'and  in  many  other  towns  of  the  fame 
province,  has  taught  phyficians  to  adminiiler 
thefe  medicines  with  moderation ;  many  fa- 
tai  examples  have  at  laft  convinced  us,  that 
they  IhouM  be  aflbciated  \dth  moiftening 
and  diluting  remedies.  In  this  manner  we  fix 
the  fever,  by  thus  tempering  the  orgafme  of 
the  fluids,  and  at  the  fame  time,  we  open  the 
emunitaries  for  the  febrile  matter  to  efcape. 
The  two  following  examples  will  elucidate 
this  dodtrine, 

Mr.  PeBiffery,  a  Neapolitan,  commander 
of  a  king^s  vefifel,  about  forty  years  of  age, 
of  a  bilious,  fangaine,  and  very  atrabilarious 
conftitution,  was  attacked  with  a  tertian 
ague,  which  in  1761  raged  in  this  place.  He 
was  bled,  purged,  and  then  tookfeveral  dofes 
of  the  barb,  with  fuccefs.  Some  time  after  he 

I  fliall  refer  the  reajer  to  the  warks  of  fome  of  thefe  axs- 
thors.  Sydenham,  in  epi/icl.  ad  GuJ'ielm.  Cole,  p.  115, 
Mead,  monet  U  precept,  tried,  de  mah  hppochond.  Linn^us, 
mat.  vied  des  vegetaux.  no.  xvii.  Fracaflini,  de  affe£l.  hy(l., 
is  hyp.  page  363  ;  Moxton,  phtijalogia,  page  93  ;  Pitcairn, 
page] 61;  Fuller,  page  73;  Malphigi,  conjult.  med.  v.o. 
xxix.  p.  39.  Lancifciy  med.  no.-x\.  page  17;  and 

liiany  others,  who  have  mentioned  the  virtues  of  the  bark, 
in  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal  affections,  without  warn¬ 
ing  us  of  its  bad  effcCts,  whenever  the  extreme  tenfion  of 
the  nerves  prevails  over  the  humoral  caufe. 
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relapfed,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  reme¬ 
dies,  which  a  fecond  time  fixed  the  fever. 

He  once  more  relapfed,  and  then  changing 
his  method,  .he  took  an  emetic,  which  ope- 
rated  very  well,  but  without  removing  the 
fever :  he  then  returned  to  the  febrifuge  re¬ 
medies,  which  he  took  in  decoftion  and  in  fub- 
Hance,  ,  The  ague  immediately  became  irre¬ 
gular;  it  was  fometimes  continued,  and 
fometimes  intermitting ;  fometimes  tertian, 
double  tertian,  and  at  iaft  terminated  in  a 
confirmed  quartan. 

Flatulence,  borborygmi^  and  the  piles  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  greatly  tormented  the  patient.  I 
ordered  him  chicken-ptifan,  which  had  no 
effect ;  becaufe  he  was  at  the  fame  time  tor¬ 
tured  with  convulfive  pains  in  the  inteftines. 
In  this  fituation,  I  knew  of  nothing  fo  like¬ 
ly  to  relieve  him  as  the  tepid  bath.  He  tried 
it  accordingly  that  very  day,  and  found  him- 
felf  better.  It  was  continued,  and  without  the 
affiftance  of  any  other  remedy,  removed  the 
pains  and  the  ague. 

Mr.  Thevenon,  fteward  of  the  hofpital  de 
la  Charite^  of  the  fame  age  and  conftitution 
with  this  Neapolitan,  was  attacked  by  this 
epidemic  ague.  Purging  and  febrifuge  reme¬ 
dies  brought  on  confiderable  vaporous  fymp- 

0^2  -  tomsj 


223  Putrid  Fever. 

• 

toms,  "without  determining  the  fev6r.  He  v/as 
alfo  cured  by  the  tepid  bath.  I  could  men¬ 
tion  feveral  other  inftances  in  fupport  of  this 
complication,  where  the  fenfibility  of  the  fo- 
lids  was  fo  extreme,'^  as  conftantly  to  rejeft 
the  febrifuge  medicines,  in  whatfoever  vehi¬ 
cle  adminiftered.  The  mere  relaxation  of 

t  •  f'  '  ■ 

the  folids,  which  was  the  immediate  effeS 
of  moiftening  remedies,  reftored  to  the  fibres 
that  elafticity  fo  neceflary  towards  the  coflion 
and  expulfion  of  the  febrile  matter.  ■ 


CHAP. 
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OF  the  various  methods  of  treating 
the  venereal  difeafe,  we  ihall,  with 
reafon,  adopt  that  which  was  puhlilhed  by 
Mr.  Haguenot,  in  a  memoir'  which  this 
celebrated  profelfor  read  in  I753>  in  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Montpellier. 
This  memoir  v-aa  afterwards  printed  in  the 
year  1 754?  with  the  approbation  of  this  il- 
iuftrious  academy.  The  arguments  con¬ 
tained  in  this  work,  are  fo  conformable  to  my 
ideas  with  regard  to  this  complication,  that  I 
think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  prefent  it  to  the 
public  a  fecond  time,  in  order  to  fupport  my 
fyftem,'  and  to  render  it  more  worthy  the  at¬ 
tention  of  pradtical  phyficians.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  an  abridgement  of  the  contents  of  this 
memoir. 

It  is  univerfally  known,  fays  he,  that 
mercury  is  not  only  a  powerful  remedy, 
but  the  only  fpecific  for  curing  venereal 
complaints.  Phyhcians  unanimoiifiy  agree, 
that  rubbing  the  body  with  mercurial  oiiit- 

0^3  meat. 
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ment>  is  the  beft,  the  fafeft,  and  the  moft 
efFedlual  method  of  application.  However 
iifeful  the  chymical  preparation  of  this  mi¬ 
neral  may  be,  in  certain  cafes,  and  the 
different  ptifans  in  which  they  have  difco- 
vered  a  method  of  fufpencling  it,  notwlth- 
ftanding  its  exceffive  weight,  it  has  been 
neverthelefs  either  abandoned  to  quacks, 
or  conlidered  as  infufficient  to  perform  a 
radical  cure ;  becaufe  fome  chymifts  hare 
invented  violent  remedies,  fuch  as  preci¬ 
pitates  ;  and  becaufe  others,  by  uniting  it 
with  drugs  of  a  different  nature,  have  en- 
creafed  its  bulk,  and  thereby  prevented  it, 
from  penetrating  and  deflroying  the  vene* 
real  ^irus  in  the  minuter  vefl'els. 

This  method  of  frl(flion,  which  phyficians 
boaft  of  having  fo  long  poffeffed,  hath  in 
the  prefent  age  been  greatly  improved. 
The  celebrated  Mr.  Barbairac,  dodtor  of 
phyfic  of  the  faculty  of  Montpellier,  whofe 
name  wnll  be  handed  down  to  the  latefl 
poflerity,  was-  the  firfl  who  pradlifed  this 
method.  He  could  not  with  patience  bear, 
that  a  remedy  w’hlch  he  confidered  as  juftiy 
deferving  of  the  title  of  an  infallible  fpecific, 
fhould  deftroy  fuch  a  number  of  patients, 
by  the  violent  dififlers  which  it  almoft 

conftantly 
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conftantly  occafioned.  It  was  eafy  to  com¬ 
prehend  that  thefe  difafters  proceeded  frorn 
the  univerlal  friftion  then  pradifed :  he  fup- 
pofed  that  to  reftrain  the  impetuofity  of  the 
mercury,  partial  fri<3:ion  fliould  be  fubftituted 
in  its  room. 

This  method,  oblerved  by  all  the  adher¬ 
ents  of  this  famous  practitioner,  was  after¬ 
wards  farther  corrected  and  improved  by  a 
longer  preparation,  by  fighter  friction,  by 
longer  intervals  between  each  :  and  to  ren¬ 
der  the  action  of  the  mercury  Icfs  violent, 
the  patients  were  confined  to  miJk  diet,  and 
diluting  ptifans  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
friction.  \Ve  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Chicoy- 
neaux,  firfi;  phyfician  to  the  king,  for  this 
method  of  treatment,  which  he  maintained 
in  a  thefts  publiihed  in  1718,  in  which  he 
proves  by  folid  argument's,  and  very  cir- 
cumftantial  obfervations,  that  the  principal 
thing  to  be  attended  to  in  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe,  is  to'  avoid  falivation ;  this  kind  of 
evacuation  being  more  dangerous  than  ufe- 
ful,  ■  and  that  our  endeavour  Ihould  be  to 
extinguifli  rather  than  evacuate  the  venereal 
•virus.  Nothing  does  greater  credit  to  this 
method  and  its  author,  than  that  the  moft 
(kilful  and  experienced,  who  were  at  firft 

0^4  kis 
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his  opponents,  were  at  laft  obliged  to  con-  ’ 
form  to  the  practice  of,  this  great  phyfician, 

.  and  to  become  his  advocates. 

Though  this  method  is  at  prefent  gene¬ 
rally  received,  and  a  fecond  time  publilhed 
byM.  Guifard  (a),  phyfician  at  Montpellier, 
though  it  is  preferable  to  all  the  preceding 
methods,  and  is  attended  with  extraordinary 
advantages,  it  is  neverthelefs  liable  to  many 
inconveniences,  principally  arifing  from  the 
nature,  and  even  the  adion  of  the  mercury, 
which  are  generally  inevitable. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  the  inte¬ 
gral  parts  of  this  medicine  are  extremely 
ponderous  ;  that  the  folids  are  greatly  agi¬ 
tated,  and  the  fluids  broken  down  by  their 
weight ;  hence  it  is  confidered  as  a  refol- 
vent,  capable  of  producing  confiderable  al¬ 
teration  in  the  machine.  The  univerfal 
heat,  elevation  of  the  pulfe,  and  the  other 
effeds  produced  by  this  remedy,  are  unde¬ 
niable  proofs  of  its  ‘  power. 

To  the  violence  of  mercury  we  are  taught 
to  attribute  all  the  accidents  generally  pro¬ 
duced  by  fridion,  without  mentioning  the 
bad  effeds  formerly  occafioned  by  general 

(a)  VUe^  la  difieit.  pratiq.  on  venereal  difeafes,'  by  M. 
Guifard.  :  ,  . 

•fridicii 
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fri£lion  when  improperly  adminiftered,  andi, 
yet,  notwithftanding  our  prefent  precaution,, 
w'e  cannot  fometimes  prevent  melancholy, 
and  even  fatal  accidents.  For  example, 
though  ever  fo  cautious  in  the  ufe  of  the. 
friction,  whether  with  regard  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  ointment,  or  to  the  intervals 
between  each  rubbing,  it  frequently  hap-  , 
pens  that  the  patient  falivates,  and  is  af- 
fiidted  with  want  of  reft,  head-achs,  heart¬ 
burn,  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  naaifea.,  vomit¬ 
ing,  dyfentary,  feeblenefs,  fainting,  and  other 
complaints ;  which,  though  lefs  violent  than 
formerly,  are  often  attended  with  bad  con- 
fequences,  efpecially  if  the  patient  has  weak 
lungs  or  a  bad  conftitution. 

I  have  feen  fome  people,  fays  our  author, 
who  though  treated  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  medical  art,  become  paralytic,  and 
entirely  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  limbs,  y^et  are 
unable  to  aflign  any  other  caufe  than  the 
powerful  effedt  of  the  mercury  on  the  brain 
and  nervous  fyftem,  which  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  prevented.  In  ftiort,  it  is  very 
evident,  that  patients  difpofed  to  falivate, 
cannot  be  cured  by  this  method ;  becaufe 
if  after  the  firft  and  fecond  rubbing,  the 

O  ’ 

fpitting  becomes  too  great,  they  are  obliged 

to 
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to  defift,  and  cannot  then  fupply  the  blood 
with  afufficient  quantity  of  mercury,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  venom  of  the  difeafe. 

Thus  convinced  of  the  necelllty  of  fric¬ 
tion,  but  at  the  fame  time  not  fatisfied  with 
the  mode  of  application,  our  author  endea¬ 
voured  to  find  a  method  of  reftraining  the 
violence  of  the  mercury.  He  wifely  ima¬ 
gined  that  the  warm  bath  generally  pre- 
fcribed,  as  preparatory  to  rubbing,  was  the 
beft  means  of  producing  this  effedl.  He  was 
determined  in  his  opinion  by  the  following 
reafons. 

Firfi,  During  the  courfe  of  rubbing,  it  was 
propofed  to  dilute  the  blood  internally  by  a 
copious  beveridgeof  aqueous  liquor,  cooling 
ptifans,  and  diuretics,  not  only  to  procure 
evacuation  by  urine,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
abate  the  too  great  commotion  excited  by  the 
mercury,  and  to  prevent  the  folids  from  be¬ 
ing  too  dry.  Now,  the  bath  poffeifes  all  thefe 
qualities ;  it  fupplies  the  body  with  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  particles  of  water  by  which  the 
fluids  are  moiftened,  the  folids  relaxed,  and 

the  urine  increafed. 

Secondly,  It  follow’s,  that  the  bath',  by 
dirainiftiing  the  pov»rer  of  the  mercury,  and 
thereby  preventing  its  bad  effects,  enables 

us 
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us  to  encreafe  the  quantity  of  the  mercurial 
ointment,  and  to  cootinne  it  for  a  longer 
time  without  apprchenfion. 

Thirdly,  The  bath  foftens  the  fkin,  opens 
the  pores,  and  confequently  facilitates  the 
reception  of  the  mercurial  particles.  Pa¬ 
tients  treated  according  to  the  common 
method,  are  firft  bled,  then  purged,  and  the 
next  day  bathed,  by  way  of  preparation ; 
the  bathing  is  twice  or  three  times  repeated 
immediately  before  the  friction,  to  prevent 
the  drynefs-  of  the  lliin,  occafoned  by  the 
bleeding  and  purging.  Now,  the  bath  conti¬ 
nued  without  intermlffion,  would  preferve 
that  foftnefs  of  the  fkin  fo  neceflary  for  the 
admiffion  of  the  particles  of  the  quick-fiver. 
It  has  alfo  another  advantage ;  it  wonderfully 
expedites  the  power  of  the  mercury,  by  fa¬ 
cilitating  its  reception  into  the  blood  j  a  prin¬ 
cipal  confideration  in  the  application  of  this 
mineral. 

Fourthly,  Sweating,  and  infenfible  per- 
fpiration  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  com¬ 
fortable  evacuation  to  venereal  patients;  be- 
caufe  it  is  the  moft  confiderable  of  all  the 
natural  evacuations  of  the  human  body,  and 
may  be  confidered  as  an  univerfal  drain,  by 
which  the  virus^  already  difturbed  by  the 

mercury 
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mercury,  is  thrown  off.  Now,  this  per- 
fpiration  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  bath 
(a),  which  by  rendering  the  flein'  moiff, 
difpofes  it  to  receive  a  greater  quantity  of 
fluid. 

Fifthly,  Perfpiration  being  facilitated,  and 
more  copious  by  means  of  the  bath,  the 
fluids  are  lefs  difpofed  to  run  off  by  the 
other  emundiories ;  confequently  lalivatlon 
is  prevented,  which  is  one  of  the  greateft 
obftacles  in  the  cure  of  venereal  complaints, 
and  fubjed  to  the  above-mentioned  incon- 
veniencies,  and  which  frequently  obliges 
us  to  have  recourfe  to  the  domeftic  bath  to 
flop  its  progrefs.  Our  author  has  con- 
ftantly  obferved,  that  it  adts  more  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  with  greater  power  than  either 
bleeding  or  cathartics,  fo  generally  and 

(a)  Ahalneo  aqu<^  teplda:  perfphaiio  unlus  hora  ad  fefqui’* 
lih'ain  ajjurgit^  ne.  fuhfequentiutn  horarum  tterfp'-raiio  a  pres^ 
cedent e  evacuatione  irMhetur,  Apho,  25,  med.  ftatic.  Britan. 
Keil.  Cet  auteur  ajoute,  apho.  21.  Galore^  motu  &  exer- 
ciiio  uncled  dua  vel  ires  inter dum  quatuor  perfpiraiione  fpatw 
unius  horce  expeluntur.  Etapho.  22.  ^lanto  major  efi  per- 
fplratio  motu  aut  exerciiio  elidta^  Unto  inlnor  eji  per  fuhfe- 
quentes  horas  corpore  quiefeente. 

Whence  it  evidently  follows^  that  nothing  fo  perfectly 
promotes  perfpiration  as  the  bath,  becaufc  it  can  be  coxi^ 
tinned  longer  than  dry  heat  or  exercife. 
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Imprudently  adminiftered  upon  fuch  occa- 
lions ;  with  this  advantage,  that  after  thus 
Hopping  the  falivation,  there  is  Hill  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  continuing  the  mercurial  fric¬ 
tion,  fuppofmg  it  to  have  been  hitherto 
infufficient. 

All  thefe  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
bath  during  the  time  of  friflion,  induced 
our  author  to  think  that  he  run  no  riik  in 
trying  the  experiment.  His  firft  effay  was 
on  an  artiil  of  Montpellier,  in  the  year 
1719,  in  whom  the  difeafe  was  perfectly 
charaflerifed  ;  and  he  had  the  fatisfaftion 
to  perceive  that  the  fymptoms  gradually 
difappeared.  He  continued  his  experi¬ 
ments,  and  affures  us,  that  in  a  few  years- 
he  had  cured  more  than  thirty  patients. 
He  alfo  adds,  that  in  a  variety  of  venereal 
cafes,  the  moft  obftinate  fymptoms  were 
removed  by  this  method,  which  generally 

confifted  in  the  alternate  and  continued  ufe 

! 

of  the  bath  and  friftion. 

This  method  of  treatment  will  always 
moft  certainly  fucceed,  whenever  the  fibreS' 
of  the  patients  are  rigid,  dry,  and  cornu- 
ated ;  and  that  their  blood  being  thick  and 
acrimonious,  requires  remedies  calculated 
to  alter  its  nature.  But  in  fuch  conftitu- 

tions, 
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tions,  mercury  is  always  dangerous,  as  it 
fliatters  the  fibres,  rarefies  to  too  great  a  de^' 
gree,  the  moliculsE  of  the  blood,  diftends  the 
coats  of  the  veflels,  produces  fuffocation  and 
inflammation,  which  are  frequently  fatal. 

.  We  find  in  the  method  above-mentioned, 
the  moft  prudent  precaution  to  prevent 
thefe  fatal  effeds  j  for,  by  the  continual  ufe 
of  the  bath,  we  conftantly  oppofe  the  action 
of  a  remedy,  always  inimical  to  the  folids, 
ibut  at  the  fame  time  neceflary  to  deftroy 
the  virus.  If  Mr.  Haguenot’s  obfervations 
evidently  prove  its  efficacy,  the  cafes  which 
I  have  fince  met  with,  fufficiently  juftify 
the  method  of  cure  propofed  to  us  by  this 
great  phyficlan. 

A  girl  of  the  town^  about  five  and  twenty 
years  of  age,  of  an  adufl:  conftitution,  and 
fubjeit  to  the  vapours,  having  very  early 
in  life  indulged  herfelf  in  exceflive  de¬ 
bauchery,  foon  acquired  the  venereal  difeafe. 
The  fymptoms  of  her  dilorder  were  not 
equivocal ;  Ihe  applied  to  a  furgeon,  who 
took  her  unto  his  ownhoufe,  and  treated  her 
in  his  own  way.  She  was  once  or  twice  bled, 
as  often  purged,  and  a  few  warm,  not  to  fay 
boiling  hot,  clomeftic  bathings,  conftituted 
the  whole  of  lier  preparation,  which  was 

evidently 
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evidently  fomewhat  precipitate.  He  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  the  fame  celerity  to  the  mercu¬ 
rial  undion,  in  order  to  get  rid  as  foon  as 
poffible  of  a  troublefome  patient  who  lived 
at  his  expence. 

The  hyfterical  fymptoms  daily  encrealed, 
and  a  moft  copious  falivation  fucceeded  the 
fourth  fridion,  which  finiftied  the  courfe. 
She  came  to  him  a!  fecond  time,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year ;  £he  was  treated  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  It 
was  expeded  that  at  the  third  time  the’ 
difeafe  would  be  lefs  ftubborn ;  and  having 
confulted  phyficians  and  furgeons,  ail 
equally  experienced,  a  more  moderate  treat¬ 
ment  was  commenced ;  but  it  was  in  vain 
to  perfift  in  extending  the  fridion  to  the 
extremities :  they  were  obliged  to  defift  in 
the  middle  of  their  procefs,  and  had  they 
delayed  in  adminiftering  the  bath,  the  pa¬ 
tient  muft  have  funk  under  the  effeds  of 
this  remedy.  The  ftorm  blown  over,  they 
alTured  the  girl  that  fhe  was  radically  cured, 
and  therefore,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
faculty,  fhe  married. 

Neverthelefs,  a  difcharge,  which  (he  had 
had  for  three  years,  hill  continuing,  but 

without 
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'without  fufpicion,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  tlie 
ytuor  alhusy  difcovered  the  myftery  on  the 
fixth  day  of  her  marriage.  Her  hufband  was 
infedted  with  a  virulent  gonorrhwa^  which 
ended  in  a  confirmed  lues.  I  was  called  to  his 
affillance.  The  young  man  being  of  a  very 
gentle  difpofition,  fubmitted  without  mur¬ 
muring.  .He  was  treated  merely  in  the  com¬ 
mon  method,  and  in  the  fpace  of  two  months 
was  cured.  *  , 

'  T '  i  1  ^  ■ 

His  wife  required  a  very  different  treat¬ 
ment  :  her  difeafe  was  inveterate,  and  her 

► 

conftitution  the  more  averfe  to  the  adtion  of 
the  mercury,  from  having  already  three  times 
baffled  its  attack.  She  muft  have  undergone 

^  ‘  i  o 

the  fame  fate,  for  the  fourth  time,  had  I  re¬ 
peated  her  former  treatment. 

The  moll  tedious  and  prudent  preparation 
having  been  hitherto  infufiicient,  I  applied 
the  method  above  prefcribed.  The  patient  be¬ 
gan  by  thirty  domeftic  bathings,  remaining 
in  the  bath  four  hours  each  day,  and  took  as 
many  meffes  of  chicken-broth  :  the  fridtion 
was  adminiftered  without  difcontinuing  the 
bath,  wdiich  was  regularly  applied  during 
the  intervals  of  every  two  days,  when  the 
fridlion  vras  omitted.  In  this  manner, 

twelve, 


Venereal  ComplicationL  241 

twelve  ounces  of  mercurial  ointment  were 

t 

applied  (a),  without  afFeding  the  mouth. 
The  procefs  was  tedious :  but  the  patient 
was  radically  cured,  according  to  her  huf- 
band’s  atteftation. 

From  this  example,  and  many  others, 
it  is  eviderit,  that  the  only  method  of  cur¬ 
ing  venereal  complaints,'  in  aduft  and  cor^ 
nuated  temperaments,  which  are  therefore 
.  too  fenfible  of  the  effeds  of  mercury,  is  to 
curb  its  adiion  by  tepid  bathing.  There  is 
no  other  method  of  reflraining  its  impetus 
ofity,  but  by  obliging  it  to  remain  in  the 
.  blood  a  fufficient  time,  to  deftroy  and  ex¬ 
pel  the  venereal  concretions.  The  dange¬ 
rous  elfeds  produced  by  this  remedy  when 
folely  and  imprudently  adminiflered,  is  a  ftill 
greater  demonftration  of  the  necelTity  of  the 
bath. 

Mr.  Savi,  a  Ihip-caulker  by  trade,  about 
forty-five  years  of  age,  of  an  aduft  and  atra- 
hilarious  conftitution,  took  it  into  his  head 
that  he  had  the  venereal  diforder :  he  was 
anointed  merely  to  humour  him,  which 

(a)  We  perceive  by  this  treatment,  that  twelve  ounces 
of  mercurial  ointment  may  be  applied  without  any  dan- 
ger,  and  even  more,  according  to  the  cafe,  which  is  double 
the  common  clofe. 


R 
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encreafed  his  natural  drynefs.  Conflantly 
tormented  with  thefe  chimeras,  and  perfua- 
ding  himfelf  that  he  was  not  cured,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  the  ptifan  of  Aix, '  and  went  to 
that  city  to  confult  the  inventor  of  this  pre¬ 
tended  fpecific.'  In  the  year  1760,  he  began 
with  this  remedy,  confiding  of  a  fudorific 
ptifan,  and  of  mercurial  and  cathartic  pills, 
which  fo  prodigioufly  heated  him,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  mod 
cooling  remedies,  to  repair  the  injury  he  had 
fnffered.  , 

In  May  1761,  be  again  returned  to  the 
fame  remedy.  The  folids,  being  again  ir¬ 
ritated  by  its  effect,  were  fo  violently  con- 
tradfed,  that  a  fever  enfued.  His  intedines 
became  fpafmodic,  his  domach  alfo  re¬ 
volted,  and  produced  the  mod  violent  fymp- 
toms  of  a  chorera  morbus.  Cramps,  faint- 
ings,  and  the  copious  evacuations  both  by 
vomiting  and  dool,  fhattered  his  condi- 
tution  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  was  but 
little  hopes  of  his  recovery.  Chicken- 
water  relaxed  the  fpafm  ;  and  the  bath,  to 
which  he  had  recourfe  as  foon  as  the  eva¬ 
cuations  ceafed,  finally  calmed  this  tem¬ 
ped. 


After 
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After  this  fecond  experiment,  in  which 
the  patient  had  run  fuch  great  rifks,  would 

i 

not  one  have  imagined  that  he  had  for  ever 
done  with  this  remedy  ?  To  the  leflbn 
which  he  had  juft  received,  were  added 
the  moft  perfuafive  reafons  in  order  to  com- 
pofe  his  mind  concerning  a  difeafe  with 
which  it  was  conftantly  occupied.  They 
'  even  wrote  to  the  phylician  at  Aix,  intreat¬ 
ing  him  not  to  fupply  this  fanatic  with, 
his  medicine.  But  all  this  precaution  availed- 
nothing,  the  patient  knew  how  to  procure 
the  .remedy,  which  he  took  fecretly  a  third 
time,  and  again  experienced  the  fame  com¬ 
plaints. 

We  may  conclude  from  the  above  recital, 
how  favourable  our  .  method  would  have 
been  to  this  patient;  for  the  bath  in  curing 
the  hypochondriac  difeafe,  would  moft  cer¬ 
tainly  have  removed  the  venereal  madnefs, 
which  was  merely  fymptomatic. 

The  complicated  gonorrhcea  requires  the 
fame  treatment,  as  the  moft  proper  remedies 
will  aft  upon  fibres  of '  the  fame  conftitu- 
tion.  Cooling  ptifans,  and  diuretics  will 
at  the  fame  time,  deturge  the  proftate 
glands,  and  expel  the  venereal  virus  therein 
generated.  But  purgatives  and  hot  dlu- 

R  2  reties 
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diuretics  are  always  dangerous,  and  fo  far 
from- encouraging  the  expulfion,  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  reflux.  For  this  reafon  we  confider 
mercurial  pills  as  no  better  than  a  quack 
medicine,  or  rather  a  real  poifon,  and  there¬ 
fore  ought  to  be  rejedfed  by  every  rational 
phyfician  (a).  The  fenfible  obfervations  of 
Mr.  Goulard  (b),  in  his  authentic  publication 
concerning  the  ufe  of  fridtion,  and  of  the 
bath,  will  inftrud;  furgeons  in  the  method 
they  ought  to  purfue. 

We  will  no  longer  dwell  on  this  article,  be¬ 
ing  already  prevented  by  Mr.  Goulard  :  we 
will  only  add,  that  if  this  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  the  gonorrhoea  appeared  to  fo  great  a  bur¬ 
geon  to  be  the  moft  falutary,  it  was  becaufe 
he  pradlifed  phyfic  in  a  climate  where  phleg¬ 
matic  conftitutions  are  very  rare,  and  where, 
on  the  contrary,  hot  and  dry  temperaments 
are  very  common. 

I  might,  in  this  place,,  relate  enumerable 
examples  of  the  fatal  effedfs  of  mercurial 

i  *■ 

(a)  I  am  of  thefameopinion  with  regard  to  Vanfwieten’s 
corrofive  fublimate,  and  Kiefer’s  fugar-plumbs,  both  hav¬ 
ing  to  our  knowledge,  produced  very  bad  efiefts  in  the 
treatment  of  venereal  complaints. 

(b)  Remarks  and  Pradlical  Obfervations  on  Venereal 
Difeafes,  by  M,  Goulard. 

pills, 


\ 
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pills,  were  I  not  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that 
the  fame  obfervation  has  been  made  by  every 
phyfician.  I  fhall  therefore  content  myfelf 
with  warning  thofe  only  who  are  ignorant  of 
any  other  remedy,  carefully  to  examine  their 
operation ;  they  will  then  be  fenfible,  that 
we  do  not  impute  to  them  fo  many  bad  efr 
feils  without  reafon. 


C  H  A  P. 
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Scrophulous  Complication. 

\ 

The  morbid  thicknefs  of  the  lymph, 
which  conftitutes  the  fcrophulous 
^irus^  is  not  incongruous  with  the  difeafe  of 
the  nervous  fyfl;em,_  as  •  there  are  many  in- 
ftances  of  fcrophulous  patients  being  vapo¬ 
rous  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  primitive  difeafe  be¬ 
comes  for  a  time  complicated  with  the  va¬ 
pours,  which  I  fliall  call  fecondary ;  becaufe  ' 
it  is  almofi;  conftantly  the  effect  of  the  too 
acrid  remedies  adminiftered  for  the  fcrophu¬ 
lous  virus  ;  which  medicines,  though  always 
infufficient  to  deftroy  it,  are  yet  active  enough 
to  produce  the  vaporous  complication,  and 
fometimes  even  to  the  greateft  degree. 

To  remedy,  as  well  as  to  prevent,  this 
complication,  we  fhould  in  our  treatment  of 
the  primitive  diforder,  carefully  avoid  all 
draflic  purges,  fuch  as  black  hellibore, 
joined  with  calomel  (a),  and  fuch  like.  Very 
powerful  fudorifics  fhould  be  alfo  prohibited, 
and  the  mildeft  alteratives,  affociated  with 

(a)  Vide  I’ Abrege  dela  med.  praty  by  John  Allen,  tom. 

iv.  p.  475* 
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aqueous  and  moiftening  remedies  fubftituted 

in  their  place.  Under  this  regimen,  we 

\ 

ihall  moft  efFedlually  attack  the  difeafes  of 
the  lymph,  becaufe  by  thus  fubmitting  the 
nervous  fyftem  to  the  impreffions  of  the 
fcrophulous  ‘virus^  we  prevent  the  interior 
ravages  which  it  muft  infallibly  have  pro¬ 
duced. 

That  thefe  diforders  are  feldom  cured, 
may  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  a  fpecific. 
M.  Stork’s  fortunate  experiments  (a)  on  hem¬ 
lock,  flatter  us  with  fome  future  expeffations. 
May  we  not  hope,  that  a  phyfician  fo  fkil- 
ful,  and  whofo  well  underftands  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  poifon,  will  in  time  acquaint  us 
with  all  its  virtues  ;  fince  we  are  already 
obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  v/ithout  being 
heating,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  affive  and  pe¬ 
netrating  refolvents ;  that  it  operates  with 
fuccefs,  in  all  cafes  w-here  it  is  neceffary  to 
refolve,  divide,  and  reftore  freedom,  to  the 
circulation.  It  removes  obfiruflion,  diflblves 
fchirrous  tumours,  and  cures  cancers ;  at  the 
fame  time  correcting  the  acrimony  of  the 
-  blood,  in  defluxions,  the  itch,  fcald-head,  and 
the  moft  obftinate  cutaneous  complaints. 

V 

(a)  Antonii  Stork.,facra  Caifar  Reg,  Apoft,  Majeji.  Con-^ 
dlil  Aulici  Archiat^  f5V.  Supplem.  necejf,  de  cicuta, 

R  4  Such 
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Such  wonderful  efftdis,  attefted  by  the  re¬ 
peated  experiments  of  M.  Stork,  and  offeve- 
ral  fucceeding  phyficians  and  furgeons  (b), 
whofe  humanity  rendered  them'  defirous  of 
profiting  by  fo  ufeful  a  difcovery,  feem  to  af- 
fure  us,  that  we  fhall  in  the  end  find,  in  the. 
various  preparations  of  this  plant,  an  antidote 
to  the  fcrophiilous  but  fuppofmg  that 

the  zealous  partifans  of  this  new  remedy, 
animated  by  their  antagonifts,  have  difcovered 
all  the  properties  of  hemlock,  it  is  necefiary 
to  warn  both  the  one  and  the  other  of  its  in-? 
fufficiency,  in  cafes  where  the  ‘virus  is  com- 
■  plicated  with  any  other  difeafe  ;  for  then  it 
requires  a  treatment  analogous  to  the  lecon-’ 
dary  complaint, 

-y 

/ 

(b)  M,  Lallemaiid,  phyfician  at  Eperney,  Jour\  de 
wed.  mo  'sde  May-i  1760,  p.  51 1. 

M  Martin^  phyfician  at  Aurriale.  ^ourn,  de  med,  du  mois 
de  Fevre.,  1761,  p.  12 1. 

M.  Ek^aniilleville,  phyfician  at  Life.  Jour,  de  7ned.  du 
rj)oh  d' A-vril^  1761^  p,  322. 

M.  Pellet,  phyfician  at  Millau  en  R.ouergue.  jQuy\di 
med.  wois, 

M.  Finantvcii,  fiirgcon- major  of  the  hofpital  of  Brian- 
con.  J Qurn.  de  mcd.  ynols  dc  Dcambre.^  1761.  p.  522. 

Agaffon,  medic ina  Ledhure.,  jeurn.  de  rned.  du  nioh 
de  Feviierj  1763,  p.  127. 

M.  Bicihaar,  furgeon  at  Bergen-op  zconi.  Joiirn.  dc 
med*  du  moii  dc  lilaj.  P-  455* 
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M.  Stork  has  himfelf  obviated  this  ob- 
jeftion,  in  advifmg,  like  a  wife  phyfician, 
otker  remedies  applicable  to  various  particu¬ 
lar  afFetlions ;  arnongfl;  the  refi;  he  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  fpafmodic  affedlions  fhould  be 
treated  with  narcotics  and  other  common  re¬ 
medies.  I  have  great  refpefl;  for  the  deci- 
fions  of  this  eminent  phyfician,  concerning 
the  efficacy  of  his  remedy;  but  I  muft  be 
allowed  to  rejed;  the  antifpafmodics,  admi- 
nifcered  by  him  in  the  cafe  of  this  complica¬ 
tion.  This  modification  ought  not  to  appear 
to  him  inconfiderate,  fince  it  will  ferve  only 
to  enhance  the  value  of  the  ciciita  by  increa- 
fing  its  virtues. 

The  contradidory  effeds  of  thefe  pretend- 
■^ed  antifpafmodic  remedies,  are  too  manifell 
for  us  not  to  perceive,  that  by  irritating  the 
nervous  fyftem  to  a  ftill  greater  degree,  they 
counterad  ail  fpecifics,  by  refufing  them  ad- 
miffion  into  the  minuter  vefl'els,  where  the 
matter,  on  which  the  fpecific  remedy  fhould 
ad,  is  precifely  contained.  It  is  therefore 
only  by  relaxing  the  texture  of  thefe  veffels, 
that  we  facilitate  the  adion  of  the  refolvents, 
which  ffiould  be  adminiftered  to  deftroy  the 
virus.  After  the  example  of  M.  Stork,  and 

of 
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ewcxj  pradlifing  phyfician,  my  arguments 
are  fupported  on  my  own  experience. 

A  benedidtine  monk,  named  Audibert, 
aged  forty,  of  a  bilious,  fanguine,  and  very 
atrabilarious  conftitution,  fhewed  me  a  tu¬ 
mour  in  his  leftbreaft,  which  he  had  had  for 
feveral  months.  This  tumour  was  the  fize  of 
a  pullet’s  egg,  hard,  indolent,  and  of  an  oval 
figure,  which  denoted  it  to  be  of  a  fcrophu- 
lous  nature,  and  no  lefs  dangerous  than  diffi¬ 
cult  to  cure.  As  I  had  never  yet  tried  the 
ciciita^  this  appeared  a  proper  cafe  for  its  ad- 
miniftration.  We  fpent  the  day  in  making 
an  extract  of  the  hemlock,  according  to  the 
directions  of  its  inventor.  The  patient  fub- 
mitted  the  more  willingly,  for  being  appre- 
henfive  of  the  confequences  of  his  diforder. 
He  fuffered  fo  much  anxiety  of  mind,  left 
his  tumours  Ihould  fooner  or  later  become 
cancerous,  that  his  health  was  thereby  irh- 
paired.  He  became  hypochondriacal,  and 
was  at  laft  attacked  by  a  violent  vomiting. 
To  remedy  this  complication,  the  hemlock 
was  difcontinued.  Chicken-water,  clyfters, 
and  fomentations  were  fubftituted  v/ith  im¬ 
mediate  fuccefs ;  after  this,  I  returned  to  the 
hemlock,  affifting  its  effeCt  by  a  copious  be- 

veridge  of  diftilled  wffiey.  Thefe  two  re¬ 
medies 


Scrophulous  Complication.  25 1 

medies  operated  fo  effedtually,  that  in  the 
fpace  of  three  months  he  was  effeftually 
cured  of  all  his  complaints. 

If  this  vaporous  affedtion  had  been  treated 
with  the  common  antifpafmodics,  I  prefume 
it  is  very  evident,  that  fo  far  from  curing, 
we  fhould  have  irritated  the  difeafe ;  may  we 
not  prefume,  that  the  operation  of  our  fpecific 
would  have  been  retarded,  or  rather  flifled, 
as  the  fpafm  of  the  flomach,  of  the  blood- 
veffels  and  lymphatics  would  infallibly  have 
prevented  the  diftribution  of  the  remedy,  its 
divifion  and  operation.  It  was  therefore  ne- 
ceffary  to  relax  the  fpafms,  and  to  fupple  the 
capilary  velfels.  In  this  manner  I  removed 
the  tumour,  by  alTifting  the  efficacy  of  the 
cicuta^  with  the  effeft  of  another  fpecific  ftill 
more  powerful  than  that  of  M.  Stork. 

Notwithftanding  the  innumerable  attefta- 
tions  in  favour  of  the  new  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  nervous  difeafes,  as  well  as  concerning 
the  cicutUt  what  contradictions  have  they  not 
already  experienced  ?  I  would  willingly  vin¬ 
dicate  thefe  new  difcoveries  againft  their  moft 
cruel  adverfaries,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented 
by  M.  Stork’s  (a)  apologift ;  for  this  reafon, 

(a)  M.  Venderniond,  in  his  for  January  1762, 

p.  4. 
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we  are  content  to  anfwer  with  him,  “  that 
“  all  new  remedies  have  at  all  times  met 
with  obftacles  and  oppofition  from  thofe, 
who  piqueing  themfelves  on  their  incredu¬ 
lity,  refolve  to  difbelieve  every  thing  but 
what  they  learnt  from  their  fathers.  To 
“  believe,  or  to  reject,  everything,  is  (he 
adds,)  equally  abfurd,  and  can  proceed 
only  from  want  of  examination.  The 
“  leaf!;  fhadow  is,  to  the  credulous,  a  reality ; 
“  the  flightefl;  mill,  on  the  contrary,  is  total 
“  darknefs  to  thofe  who  doubt  of  every  thing. 
“  Blind  credulity  is  the  lot  of  the  ignorant 
“  and  foolifh  :  obftinate  incredulity  is  the 
fruit  of  falfe  reafoning,  and  of  a  fuperci- 
“  lious  jealoufy.  Rational  and  fyftematical 
“  doubt  is  the  inheritance  of  wifdom.  In 
“  all  human  knowledge,  confequently  in 
“  the  fcience  of  phyfic,  the  obferver 
“  will  demonftrate  what  he  can,  believe 
“  that  which  is  demonftrated  to  him, 
“  without  rejedling  every  thing  which 
“  oppofes  or  difconcerts  his  particular  opi- 
“  nions ;  but  will  ful'pend  his  judgment 
“  in  all  things  that  are  polTible,  of  which 
“  he  knows  neither  the  effects  nor  pro- 
“  perties.”  • 


From 
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From  thefe  wife  relleflions  we  have 
fome  profpedf  of  fuccefs,  as  they  carry  per- 
fuafion  along  with*  them  ;  and  hence  we 
flatter  ourfelves,  that  after  fuch  frequent 
decifions  of  experience,  truth  will  at  iaft 
prevail. 


C  H  A  K' 
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Complicated  Scurvy. 


’^HE  firft  cafes  above  related,  exhibit 


JL  the  hyfterical  affedlion  degenerated 
into  a  real  fcurvy,  by  the  effect  of  a  treat¬ 
ment  which  favoured  the  caufe  of'  the  pri¬ 
mitive  diforder ;  that  is-  to  fay,  by  con- 
ftantly  irritating  the  nervous  fyftem,  al- 
i  ready  too  tenfe  and  fpafmodic,  and  by  vo- 
latifing  the  mafs  of  fluids,  already  too 
much  rarefied  by  heating  and  irritating 
remedies,  the  blood  was  deprived  of  its 
balfamic  particles,  the  ferura  efcaped  by 
the  emun£tories  to  which  it  was  attracted, 
and  the  fait,  not  being  fufficiently  diflblved, 
confequently  became  more  grofs,  and  pro¬ 
duced  the  fcorbutic  diathefiSy  which  was 
complicated  with  the  hyfterical  affedtion, 
and  which  therefore  required  the  fame 
treatment,  being  produced  by  the  fame 
caufe. 

Nothing  more  evidently  proves  the  melan- 
fcholy  effedls  of  com*mon  pradtice,  than  the 
fatal  termination  of  M  Majot’s  difeafe; 

I  {hall  doubtlefs  be  excufed  the  recollec¬ 


tion 
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tlon  in  this  place,  becaufe  it  may  roufe  the 
attention  of  phyficians  to  diftinguiih  this 
fpecies  of  fcorbutic  affe(5tion ;  which  is  the 
more  neceffary,  as  on  this  diftindtion  the 
cure  depends.  For  our  more  entire  con¬ 
viction  on  a  point  of  fo  much  confequence  to 
the  lives  of  fo  many  victims,  let  us  difcufs 
the  queftion,  and  prove  by  faCls. 

M.  Pamard,  a  furgeon  of  great  reputation, 
univerfally  known  for  his  talents  in  every 
town  of  this  province,  of  a  thin  and  dry  con- 
ftitution,  was  attacked  with  a  fcorbutic  af- 
feCtion,  which  he  had  had  for  three  years, 
and  for  which  he  had  tried  various  remedies 
without  finding  any  relief.  Being  called  into 
our  neighbourhood  to  perform  an  opera¬ 
tion,  he  came  to  confult  with  me ;  he  in¬ 
formed  me  of  the  remote  caufe  to  which  his 
difeafe  might  be  attributed.  A  clofe  and  un¬ 
avoidable  attendance  in  the  hofpitals  of  Paris, 
conftant  late  hours,  application  of  mind, 
and  an  immoderate  abufe  of  liqueurs  and 
coffee,  in  which  he  had  always  indulged, 
were,  he  fuppofed,  the  principal  caufe  of  his 
prefent  complaint.  . 

.  The  fymptoms  were  not  equivocal;  his 
gums  bled,  the  palate  and  throat  were  ex¬ 
coriated  and  ulcerated,  the  toufils  were  fo 

prodi- 


2^6  Complicated  Scurvy. 

procligouily  inflamed,  that  he  fwallowed 
with  great  pain  and  difficulty;  the  faliva  was 
fo  acrid,  as  to  produce  apthis^  with  conflde- 
rable  inflammation. 

The  fever  intermitted,  and  was  attended 
with  pains  in  all  his  joints.  In  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  he  ventured  to  take  this  journey,  for 
the  relief  of  three  miferable  patients  who  ar¬ 
dently  defired  his  affiftance. 

From  this  account,  it  was  not  difficult 
to  charafterife  his  diforder.  The  diflblu- 
tion  of  his  blood,  and  his  muriatic  confti- 
tution  made  it  evident,  even  at  the  firfh 
glance :  the  atrophy  of  his  body  denoted 
a  drynefs  of  the  folids,  which  his  manner 
of  living  had  occafioned.  It  was  therefore 
necelfary  to  reftore  to  the  blood  and  other 
fluids  their  ferofity,  and  the  moifture  re- 
quifite  for  uniting  their  particles,  by  dif- 
folving  the  falts  with  which  they  were 
overloaded.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  ne- 
ceflary  to  fupple  the  folids,  to  render  them 
lefs  fenfible  to  the  ffiarp  and  corrofive  par¬ 
ticles  of  the  fluids,  which  in  their  circu¬ 
lation,  conliderably  irritating  the  coats  of 
the  veffels,  produced  obftrudion  and  in¬ 
flammation. 


Antif 
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Antifcorbutic  remedies  ■would  infallibly 
have  irritated  the  folids,  as  the  patient  had 
already  unhappily  experienced  (a).  It  ’was 
therefore  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  other 
fpecifics  of  a  different  nature.  Balfamics, 
.milk-diet,  moiftners  and  diluters,  perfectly 
anfwered  every  indication. 

Our  patient  being  foon  fenfible  of  his  mif- 
take,  immediately  quitted  his  regimen,  for 
one  more  mild  and  falutary.  Wine,  liqueur.^ 
and  coffee  ■v\mre  immediately  prohibited.  His 
diet  was  lb  fimple,  that  his  bouillrm  was  made 
of  lamb,  mutton,  or  pullet  without  fait.  He 
adhered  to  this  regimen  for  a  whole  year 
without  being  difgufted.  Alfes  milk  was  his 
principal  remedy.  He  afterwards  took  fe- 
veral  bouillons  of  pullet,  and  ufed  the  dornef- 
tic  bath  :  by  thefe  means  he  recovered  per¬ 
fectly  his  former  health. 

We  mnft  not  here  omit  an  effential  circum- 
ffance  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  which 
evidently  denoted  a  complicated  caufe,  I  mean 
the  extreme  drynefs  and  fenfibility  of  the 
nervous  fyllem  w'hich  prevailed  over  the 


(a)  M.  Raiilin  confelTed,  that  with  regard  to  fcorbiitic 
women,  he  had  obferved,  that  antifcorbutic  remedies  gave 
them  no  reiicf,  when  this  cifeafe  was  attended  v/ith  hyfte- 
lies.  Vide  le  traiie  des  p.  262. 
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{zoihuiic  di at bejts.  Having  obferved  for  three 
months  this  ftrict  regimen,  and  taken  the 
affes  milk,  the  patient  flattered  himfelf  that 
he  ftiould  quickly  accompliih  a  radical  cure, 
and  indeed  his  recovery  was  not  very  doubt-" 
ful,  as  ail  the  fcorbutic  fymptoms  w'ere  to¬ 
tally  removed.  The  fluids  had  confequently 
refumed  their  natural  confiftence  and  their 
balfamic  vehicle ;  but  the  nervous  fyftem  ftill 
retained  its  fpafmodic  tenfion.  He  fliould 
have  continued  the  fame  courfe  v/ithout  in- 
termifiion,  or  at  moft,  fhould  have  defifted 


only  for  a  while,  and  then  have  returned  to 
the  fame  remedies  ;  but  fhould  never  have 
fubftituted  fnofe  of  an  oppofite  nature. 

Our  patient,  though  a  flcilful  and  experi¬ 
enced  furgeon,  was  not  however  fufliciently 
acouainted  with  the  cure  of  internal  difeafes ; 
he  therefore  took,  of  his  own  accord,  a  flight 
purgative,  fuppofing  it  incinpenflble,  after 
having  taken  the  affes  milk  for  three  months, 
and  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  bath  which  I 
had  prefcribed.  This  purgative,  confifdng 
only  of  three  ounces  of  manna,  operated  fo 
well,  that  his  ftools  were  numerous  and 
abundant,  and  irritated  the  hemorrhoidal 
veffels  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  produce  fmart 

pain-;  a  fever  enfued  the  next  day,  and  the 

fcorbutic 


Complicated  Scurvy.  259 

Icorbutic  fymptoms  returned  with  the  fame 
violence  as  before  (a).  It  was  to  no  purpofe 
to  complain,  he  was  obliged  to  refume  his 
courfe ;  chicken-water  removed  the  clifor-^ 
der,  and  the  domeftie  bath  completed  h’S 
cure. 

,  I  could  mention  many  niore  examples  of 
the  dangerous  effects  of  purgatives  ;  but  in 
the  treatment  of  fpafmodic  difeafes  whether 
fimple  or  complicated,  this  error  is  fo  com¬ 
mon,  that  we  may  he  perihitted  without  pai'- 
tiality  to  call  it  general.  Does  not  the  va¬ 
rious  prefcriptions  of  the  different  phyficians 
of  reputation 'throughout  this  kingdom  con- 
fift  of  emoliertt  remedies,  joined  with  pur¬ 
gatives  of  every  kind  (b)?  The  abufe  is  fa¬ 
tal.  I  wifii  I  may  fucceed  in  my  endeavours 
to  overcome  it.  This  can  be  done  only  by 
publiihing  the  dangerous  effhfts  'of  remedies 
fo  oppofite  in  their  action,  and  therefore  al¬ 
ways  contrary  to  the  principal  indications  of 


(a)  If  three  ounces  of  manna  in  a  fcorbutic  habit  pro¬ 
duced  this  efrect,  we  may  judge  of  the  virtues  of  the  anti- 
fc'irburic  vcineof  M,  Mo^et  and  of  his  refolvent  pills^ 
fo  long  confidercd  as  fpecifics  for  this  difeafe,  without  at^ 
tend  if  !g  to  tile  coiTiphcation. 

(b)  Voyage  le  recueil  dcs  confult athnr.  tie  Montpeliler  4  teds. 
Vide,  the  fifth  Edition  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  Paris  -758,  in  which  is 

irTertcd,  p,  23,  no/f  a W'^dch  is  nearly  the  fame  of  M. 

Morel’s  medicine^ 
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the  difeafe.  I  could  name  feveral  eminent 
phyficians  who  are  perfedly  acquainted  with 
this  abufe,  and  who  fo  far  from  authorifing 
it  by  their  lilence,  take  pains  to  expofe  it. 
Happy  for  thofe  who,  thus  circumftanced, 
are  not  aflramed  to  fubmit  to  the  decifions  of 
a  fubaltern  phyficlan,  and  as  unlucky  for  thofe 
who  implicitly  worlhip  a  divinity. 

-  M.  le  Marquis  de  Caftillon,  w^hom  I  have' 
already  mentioned,  was  of  this  number.  I 
am  with-held  both  by  prudence  and  re- 
Ipedt  from  mentioning  others ;  I  defire  only 
that  my  moderation  may  teach  thefe  extrava¬ 
gant  prefcribers  to  be  more  rcafonable,  fo  as 
not  to  oblige  us  to  curtail  their  prefcriptions* 
of  the  irritating  remedies  they  order,  w'hen 
there  is  nothing  more  required  than  to  fup- 
ple  the  folids  :  they  would  think  it  extraor¬ 
dinary  for  us  to  ule  relaxing  medicines  where 
tonics  were  required. 


Many  vaporous  patients  for  this  reafon 
are  pronounced  incurable.  Why  fhould 
we  be  furprifed  at  this  ?  What  can  refult  from 
fuch  a  mixture  of  contradictory  remedies,  but 


oppofite  effefts,  continual  vicilfitudes,  and 
in  fliort,  to  the  flxame  of  our  art,  incurabi¬ 
lity  r  Shall  -ye,,  after  this,  accufe  the  abfurdity 

of 
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of  the  dlfeafe  and  its  caprice  :  we  may,  if  we 
pleafe,  call  it  the  oprobrium  of  phyficians  (a) 
the  reproach  is  not  juft;  v/e  have  nothing  to 
accufe  hut  our  own  infufficiency. 

(a)  Non  minus  hyjl erica  in  faininis^  qnam  hypcchcndriaca 
in  viris.^  pajfio  rnedicorurn Jlagellum  eji,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  thus 
cxprcfTes  himfcdf  in  his  trcatifc  on  the  difeafes  of  women;,  in 
ius  chapter  of  the  hyftcric  paffion,  tom.  i. 


€  H  A  P, 
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UNDER  the  title  of  Leucophleg-rnatia^  we 
comprehend  every  fpecies  of  dropfy- 
to  which  the  vaporous  conftitution  is  ex- 
pofed  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  we  com- 
rsrehend  every  part  of  the  body  where  thefe 
Jiafcs  and  eliufions  of  the  different  fluids 
can  take  place.  The  denflty  of  the  blood, 
fa  well  knowm  to  the  great  Boerhaave, 
and  to  all  our  modern  pathologifts,  to- 
gether  with  the  contra6;ion  of  the  vefl'els, 
will  produce  this  diforder,  in  confequence 
of  the  fuperabundance  of  the  fluids  and  their 
ftagnation. 

In  fad,  blood  of  this  conilitution  will 
conflantly  rejed  the  fluid  and  ferous  par¬ 
ticles,  and  not  mixing  with  them,  the  cir¬ 
culation  is  of  courfe  difturbed.  The  fero- 
jity  b  ecomes  then  fuperfluous,  and  being 
repulfed  by  the  rigidity  and  drynefs  of  the 
folids,  forms  obftrudions  in  the  lymphatic 

yciTels,  forces  through  them,  and  lodges  iri 

the 
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tlie  cavities  of  the  body,  after  having  inun¬ 
dated  the. entire  fuperficies.  Thus  becom¬ 
ing  extraneous,  it  will  form  real  dropfies, 
which  every  phyfician  will  be  careful 
to  diftinguilh,  if  he  would  avoid  the  er¬ 
rors  of  a  practice  hitherto  not  illuftrated 
by  theory.  Purgatives  will  be  always 
doubtful  in  their  effedts,  not  to  fay  fatal. 
Powerful  diuretics  are  alfo  too  impetuous, 
and  far  from  opening  a  paffage  to  the  extra- 
vafated  fluids,  they  will  mix  with  them, 
and  thereby  increafe  their  volume. 

We  fhould  therefore  be  particularly  at¬ 
tentive  to  keep  a  juft  medium  between  thefe 
two  remedies.  The  moft  Ample  diuretics, 
fometimes  aflbciated  with  diluting  and 
aqueous  liquor,  will  anfwer  every  inten¬ 
tion  ;  they  will  operate  on  the  denAty  of 
the  blood,  will  feparate  its  globules,  and 
open  a  paftkge  for  the  return  of  the  extra- 
vafated  fluids.  They  will  alfo  relax  the 
folids,  and  by  deobftruating  the  minuter 
capilary  veflels,  facilitate  the  diftribution 
of  the  fluids,  and  promote  their  evacua¬ 
tion.  Thofe  which  are  too  grofs  to  pene¬ 
trate  to  the  extremities  of  the  excretory 
veflels,  remain  behind,  and  are  referved  for 
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the  operation  'of  purgatives ;  we  prefer  the 
niildeft  and  moft,,  fimple,  and  alfo  to  prevent 
the  irritation  and  mifchief  which  they  gene¬ 
rally  produce,  we  obtund  their  fptculi  by  di¬ 
luting  them  in  fome  proper  vehicle. 

This  theory,  however  extraordinary  it 
appears,  and  though  fo  contradiftory  to 
that  of  moft  of  our  modern  phyficians,  is 
neverthelefs  firmly  eftablilbed  by  the  effedt 
of  remedies,  fo  totally  oppofite  to  thofe 
which  have  been  in  all  ages  fo  much  ex¬ 
tolled.  The  pradtical  cafes  hereafter  re¬ 
lated  are  better  evidences  in  favour  of  this 
fyftem,  as  they  are  well'  known  to  every 
phyfician  of  this  province,  and  to  every  inha¬ 
bitant  of  our  climate. 

Madiie  *  C  *5  thirty  two  years  old,  and 
fubjedt  to  the  vapours,  was,  in  the  violent 
heat  of  fummer,  attacked  by  a  continued 
fever,  which  after  fatiguing  the  patient  for 
twenty  days,  v/as  at  laft  removed  by  the 
common  methods.  This  was  fucceeded  by 
a  fwelling  of  her  legs  and  arms,  which 
made  fuch  rapid  progrefs,  that,  in  a  fnort 
lime,  it  became  univerfal:  her  legs  and 
tl\ighs  were  prodigioufly  inflated,  her  face 
became  mo’iftrous,  and  the  impreffion  of 

the  finger  immediately  dnappeared,  (by 

which 
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which  this  fpecies  of  leucophlegmatia  is  cha- 
raderifed,  as  it  diftinguifhes  it  from  that 
w'hich  principally  proceeds  from  the  vifcofity 
of  the  fluids.)  The  ftrongeft  purgatives  had 
produced  no  alteration  in  her  fituation,  when 
iny  father  and  I  were  confulted. 

The  blood  and  other  fluids  were  fo  much 
impoverifhed  by  the  preceding  fever,  that 
the  nerves  and  the  extremities  of  the  excre¬ 
tory  vefl'els  were  become  cornuous.  This 
was  confirmed  to  us  by  a  flight  fpitting  of 
blood  and  hyfterical  agitations.  Purgatives 
and  diuretics  were  confequently  prohibited, 
but  whey,  fupplying  their  place,  perfectly 
anfwered  our  expeffation.  The  urine,  hi¬ 
therto  fupprefled  for  want  of  moifture,  foon 
began  to  flaw,  and  this  remedy  alone,  w'hich 
the  patient  took  for  three  months,  entirely 
removed  the  fwelling.  Afles  milk,  by  reflo- 
ring  to  the  blood  its  vehicle,  and  to  the  nerves 
the  mucilage  by  which  they  are  lubricated, 
compleated  her  cure. 

This  rigidity  of  the  folids,  which  is  alone 
fufficient  to  obftrud  the  circulation  of  the 
fluids,  and  this  denfity  of  the  blood,  refuflng 
to  mix  with  the  lymphatic  and  ferous 
juices,  and  thence  producing  their  repara¬ 
tion 
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tion  and  ftagnation  on  the  furface  of  the 
body,  will  be  more  fully  demonfcrated  by 
the  following  cafe. 

A  young  man,  an  inhabitant  of  this 
town,  of  a  thin,  dry,  and  very  atrabilarious 
conftitution,  was  in  the  month  of  July 
lybi,  attacked  by  an  intermitting  fever, 
which,  for  a  long  while,  baffled  the  power 
of  medicine,  and  at  laft  terminated  in  a 
fwelling  of  the  extremities.  The  mofl 
powerful  moiflners  and  febrifuge  remedies 
produced  in  their  turn,  whatever  effects  were 
attributed  to  them  by  the  patient :  the  one  he 
fancied  prodigioully  heating,  and  the  other 
.beyond  defcription  cooling;  hence  the  fever 
became  habitual. 

A  difficulty  of  -making  water  w^as  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  other  fymptoms  of  this  dileafe  ; 
it  w^as  attended  with  pain  and  irrita¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  quantity  of  urine 
in  the  bladder.  Old  carnofities  in  the  ure¬ 
thra-,  and  a  conflant  difcharge  of  mucus 
with  the  urine,  were  two  invincible  ob- 
hacles,  which  feeraed  to  threaten  a  repul- 
fion  of  urine  into  the  mafs  of  blood.  This 
complicated  difeafe  joined  to  a  hypochon¬ 
driac  diathefiSj  formed  upon  the  whole  a 

diibrder 
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diforcler,  which  was  the  more  difficult  to 
manage,  on  account  of  the  patient’s  ob- 
fiinate  indocility. 

In  this  perplexity  he  went  to  Mont¬ 
pellier,  The  phyfician  to  whom  he  ap¬ 
plied,  pronounced  the  patient  to  be  in  great 
danger^i  having  difcovered  that  he  had  a  hedlic 
fever.)  cachediic  bloody  thefionC)  and  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe.  The  remedies  which  he  pre- 
fcribed  were  chicken  and  cray-fifh  broth, 
fome  fiiglit  apozems,  diuretic,  -whey,  and 
then  afi'es  milk,  ,  after  the  fwellings  had 
fallen :  the  vrhole  afilfted  by  fome  mild 
purgatives,  with  this  reftndtion,  that  if 
they  produced  too  violent  irritation,  the  dofe 
was  to  be  diminifhed.  A  few  days  after 
the  patient  returned  from  Montpellier, 
cured  of  his  fwellings  and  fever ;  that  is  to 
fay,  the  carriage  alone  produced  this  altera¬ 
tion.  He  then  began  with  the  remedies  pre- 
feribed,  "which  werealfifted  in  their  effedt  by 
the  preceding  journey.  He  lived  in  the 
country,  travelled  about,  and  by  this  means 
was  entirely  cured  of  his  complaint. 

If  in  this  cafe  the  efteft  of  exercife  be 
evident,  the  fame  effect  more  evidently  de¬ 
velops  the  real  caufe  of  the  difeafe  in  quef- 
tion ;  for,  by  fdmulating  the  indolent  fb- 

fids, 
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iids,  and  accelerating  the  motion  of  the 
fluids,  it  reanimated  the  circulation  of  thofe 
which  were  obftrufted  at  the  extremities 
of  the  body,  and  which  occafioned  the  in^^ 
flations  above-mentioned.  The  fever  with 
w'hich  they  were  attended,  was,  in  fome 
degree,  owing  to  the  reflux  of  a  part  of  the 
extravafated  fluids,  and  to  the  obftrudion 
of  the  capillary  veffels  :  this  produced  in¬ 
vincible  obftacles  in  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  excited  greater  and  more  frequent 
contractions  in  the  heart  and  arteries,  which 
necefi'arily  occafioned  this  quick  and  feveriili 
pulfe-  Thefe  fymptoms  proceeding  from 
the  fame  caufe,  yielded  to  a  very  powerful, 
though  in  fuch  cafes,  not  a  very  common 
remedy :  I  mean  exercife  on  horfeback  or  in 
a  carriage.  With  reafon  therefore,  we  de¬ 
claim  againlt  hot  diuretics ;  we  alfo  condemn 
ail  cathartics,  as  being  direCtly  oppofite  in 
their  operation  to  the  remedies  we  recom-» 
mend. 

Though  the  rigidity  of  the  folicls,  and 
the  denfity  of  the  blood  may  produce  this 
vaporous  complication,  wc  have  neverthe- 
lefs  great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  extreme 
rarefadion  of  the  air,  contained  in  the  mafs 
of  fluids,  is  an  additional  caufe,  and  that 

bv 
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by  its  elafticity,  it  diflends  and  forces  the 
lymphatics,  and  thus  mixes  with  the  ex- 
travafated  humours.  Hence  proceed  a  real 
cmphyfema.,  or  rather  complicated  inflations, 
which  we  will  call  emphyfematic.  The 
pains  which  are  infeparable  from  it,  and 
the  fever  by  which  it  is  frequently  ac¬ 
companied,  are  evident  proofs  of  this. 
Hence  we  are  convinced  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  different  caufes  I  have  mentioned, 
and  of  the  neceffity  of  the  remedies  I  pre- 
fcribe. 

If,  after  all,  thefe  extravafations  be  fo 
confiderable,  that  the  cavities,  (I  mean  the 
bread;  and  abdomen)  are  inundated,  a  con¬ 
firmed  dropfy  is  the  confequence.  Are  we 
then  to  evacuate  by  the  inferior  emunc- 
tories  ?  I  confefs,  that  in  fuch  cafes  it  is 
requifite  to  evacuate,  and  confequently  that 
we  ftiould  have  recourfe  to  ftimulating  re¬ 
medies,  which  afting  on  the  coats  of  the 
inteftines,  attract  a  part  of  the  fuperfluous 
fernni^  and  thereby  diininifh  the  volume 
of  that  which  is  lodged  in  one  of  thefe 
cavities. 

But  in  this  extremity,  ought  we  to  neg- 
ledl  the  clrynefs  of  the  folids,  which  are 
fometimes  even  cornuated  to  fuch  a  degree. 
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as  to  excite  continual  contractions  ?  T  his 
neglect  were  a  manifeft  contradiction  be¬ 
tween  the  remote  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and 
the  effect  of  the  only  efficacious  remedy. 
Where  then  can  be  the  urgent  neceffity 
for  a  phyfician  to  prefcribe  a  remedy  fo 
oppofite  to  the  curative  Indication  ?  Is  this 
owing  to  the  infufficiency  of  the  medical 
art,  or  to  the  ignorance  ofthofe  by  v/Iiom  it 
is  praCtifed?-  The  burgeon  offers  us  his 
affiftance.  Why  do  we  defpile  it  ?  It  isj 
I  muft  confefs,  infufficient,  not  to  fay  de- 
ftruCtive.  By  this  means  we  relieve  the 
oppreffed  ‘vifcera^  and  remove  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  fymptoms.  By  thus  prolonging  the 
life  of  the  patient,  we  leave  naiure  at  li¬ 
berty  to  exert  herfelf  in  the  prefervation  of 
an  individual,  by  affifiing  the  operation 
of  falutary  remedies ;  we  mean  thofe  which 
attack  the  firft  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and 
confequently'  prevent  the  ravages  which  it 
generally  produces,  as  often  as  it  is  either 
ixiifunderftocd,  or  in  the  lead  negleCled  (a), 


fa)  We  'nave  feen  Garciii  of  Lyons,  become  typa* 
nif'C,  by  the  efi'cCt  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  medi- 
tiiK  S,  to  which  wcreoppofed  tepid  baths,  chicken-ptifan, 
whey,  and  other  iTioiftnets  v.dth  fucceis  :  becoming  after¬ 
wards  diopiical,  ihe  was  cured  by  tappiiv 
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Such  cures  are,  it  is  true,  very  rare;  but 
thefe  clifeafes  would  be  lefs  frequent  if  timely 
impeded  in  their  progrefs,  by  proper  reme¬ 
dies.  In  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe, 
when  nature  firft  begins  to  err,  the  phyfician 
is  confulted  in  order  to  lead  her  back  to  the 
right  path.  Now  it  is  very  certain  that  the 
firft  fymptoms  of  a  difeafe  are  eafily  van- 
quifhed  ;  but  when  many  of  thefe  fymptoms 
are  accumulated,  they  are  oftentimes  invin¬ 
cible  :  Prhicipiis  objla^  fays  our  oracle.  The 
indolence  of  phyficians  was  the  fame  in  all 
ages,  he  meant  to  roufe  their  attention.  Why 
fhould  we  ceafe  to  refped:  the  precept  and  its 
author  ? 


Though  the  difficulty  of  curing  any  dif¬ 
eafe  be  always  in  proportion  to  the  inten- 
fity  of  the  fymptoms  by  which  it  is  cha- 
radlerifed,  this  difficulty  may  neverthelels 
be  overcome,  if  conftantly  attacked  by  fal  1- 
tary  remedies  ;  I  mean  remedies  univoca! 

t 

in  their  operation,  and  always  oppofite  to 
the  caufe  by  which  the  difeafe  was  pro¬ 
duced.  Thus,  for  example,  the  extravafa- 
tioa  of  the  ferum^  vchich  forms  tiie  afciits^ 
and  dropfy  in  the  breaft,  becomes  lefs  difh- 
calt  to  cure,  if  we  always  keep  in  mind 
the  caufe  by  which  it  is  produced.  In  thefe 
cxtravafations,  the  phyiician  ihould  parti¬ 
cularly 
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cularly  attend  to  the  difeafe  of  the  folids ; 
he  will  always,  by  relaxing  the  velfels,  find 
thofe  effects  which  he  vainly  fought  to 
procure  by  the  evacuation  of  the  redundant 
humours.  The  fortunate  termination  of  an 
incipient  dropfy  of  the  breaft  will  afford  us 
more  inftrudfion  than,  the  moft  rational 
theory. 

M.  Begue,  a  counfellor,  my  particular 

friend  and  advifer,  of  a  penfive  difpofition, 

and  feventy  years  of  age,  was  furprifed  by  the 

hidden  death  of  a  relation,  who,  whilfi;  they 

were  walking  together,  was  feized  with  an 

apoplexy.  As  he  had  a  great  friendfhip  for 

this  relation,  he  was  fo  extremely  affedted 

by  his  death,  that  he  immediately  became 

hypochondriacal.  A  continued  inquietude 

had  harrafled  his  troubled  mind  and  body  for 

feveral  days,  w'hen  I  obliged  hirn  to  quit  the 

town.  ¥/e  vainly  attempted  to  divert  his 

mincl.from  this  fatal  ftroke he  grew  daily 

worfe  and  worfe  ;  his  refpiration  became  dif^ 

ficult  and  embarraffed,  threatening  fuffoca- 

tion.  I  haftened  to  him  with  all  poiTible  ex- 

$ 

pedition,  and  the  fame  day,  brought  him 
from  the  country,  apprehenfive  that  I  fiiould 
fee  him  ftrangled,  without  having  it  in  my 


pov. 


wer  to  2:ive  him  anv  affifiance. 


The 


V 


/ 


/ 
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.The  carriage  in  fome  degree  alleviated 
thefe  fymptoms,  as  the  jolting  for  fome  time 
calmed  the  hurry  of  his  fpirits-;  but  this  calm 
■  was  of  fliort  duration,  the  fuffocation  return¬ 
ed  with  fuch  additional  violence,  that  we 
'  ¥ 

were  obliged  to  bleed  him,  and  to  repeat  'the 

operation,  but  without  elfedl.  His  feet  foon 

« 

began  to  fwell,  and  made.fuch  conliderable 
progrefs,  that  it  threatened  an  approaching 
extravafation  in  his  breall,  which  the  puffing 
of  his  hands  confirmed.  The  fufFocation  was 
then  fo  violent,  that  it  v^as  impoffible  for  the 
patient  to  lie  in  bed  even  for  a  moment ;  but 
it  was  ftill  fo  much  more  violent  at  times, 
that  we  dreaded  every  inftant  to  fee  him 


expire. 

Such  a  fituation  required  immediate  and 
powerful  affi fiance.  The  paracentejls  was  the 
•  only  remedy  that  could  operate  with  fuccefs, 
if  the  extravafation  had  been  fufficiently  cha¬ 
racter  ifed  to  indicate  which  of  the  two  cavi¬ 
ties  of  the  breaii  vras  aflecled;  but  no  figa 
appeared  to  authorife  this  operation.  The 
patient  was  equally  afFefted  on  wTichfoever 
•fide  he  reclined  either  his  head  or  his  body, 
and  could  not  breathe  but  with  his  head  loop¬ 
ing  forward,  and  fupported  on  his  arms^ 
What  was  to  be  done  in  fiich  an  extremity  ? 

T  Surgery 
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Surgery  being  in  this  cafe  entirely  ufelefst 
it  was  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  other  af- 
fiftance,  to  endeavour  to  calm  the  fymptoms 
of  a  difeafe  which  appeared  fo  difficult  to 
overcome.  Our  indications  were  doubtlefs,  to 
divert  the  humours  which  threatened  the 
bread:  to  the  common  emundtories.  We  pre¬ 
ferred  evacuation  by  urine,  and  expectora¬ 
tion.  Clarified  whey,  fharpened  with  twenty 
millipedes  bruifed  alive,  was  adminiflered 
with  fome  appearance  of  fuccefs,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  natural  expedloration,  the  juice  of 
borage  and  agrimony,  fweetened  v.dth  fyrup 
of  ground-ivy  was  adminiflered  :  an  attenu¬ 
ating  lindus  was  alfo  preferibed  to  be  taken 
ad  libitum. 

But  a  febril’e  tendenc)',  dry  fkin,  and 
burning  heat,  of  which  the  patient  conflantly 
complained,  convinced  me  that  thefe  reme¬ 
dies  were  ftill  too  powerful.  The  millipedes 
were  omitted,  arid  inflead  of  the  fyrup  of 
ground-ivy,  was  fubftituted  the  fyrup  de 
nimphea.  The  difeharge  of  urine  became 
m.ore  abundant,  and  the  febrile  heat  more 
moderate.  Thefe  remedies  were  continued 
with  the  addition  of  a  ptifan,  flightly  diu¬ 
retic,  made  of  dog-grafs  and  nitre.  The 
dofe  was  increafed,  as  the  patient’s  degluti¬ 
tion 
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tion  grew  every  day  better  in  proportion  to 
the  freedom  of  his  refpiration.  The  difcharge 
of  urine  was  ftill  more  abundant,  and  in 
about  three  weeks,  the  inflation  and  fufi'oca- 
tion  entirely  difappeared.  A  diarrhxa  fuc^ 
ceeded,  and  this  evacuation  was  alfo  very 
copious.  The  afles  milk,  preceded  by  a  flight 
minorati've,  completed  his  cure. 

This  method  of  treating  dropfies  will 
doubtlefs  appear,  at  the  firft:  glance,  not  only 
infufficient,  but  allb,  in  many  cafes,  dange¬ 
rous  and  deftrudlive.  As  to  its  infuflSciency, 
I  dare  affirm,  that  it  never  will  be  fo,  when¬ 
ever  the  dropfy  proceeds  from  the  caufe  in 
queftion ;  for,  if  we  are  confultecl  time 
enough  to  remove  the  difeafe  of  the  folids, 
we  may  be  certain  of  overcoming  the  dropfy. 
This  difeafe,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  confifls  in 
the  extreme  tenfion  of  the  nerves,  and  in 
the  crifpture  of  the  capilary  veffels,  wTich 
not  affording  a  free  paffage  to  the  ferinn^ 
force  it  back  into  the  circulation,  from 
whence  being  repulfed,  it  is  diffufed  into 
one  of  the  cavities  of  the  body.  In  the  pre¬ 
fent  cafe,  this  extreme  tenfion  of  the  nerves, 
however  natural  it  might  have  been  to  the 
patient,  was  confiderably  encreafed  by  the 
efTed  of  a  fudden  fright,  which  in  an  in- 

'I  2  ftant 


I 
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ftant  aiieding  the  whole  body,  repelled  the- 
humours  upon  the  interior  parts.  Thefe  hu¬ 
mours  thus  repulfed  from  the  capilary  vef- 
fels  and  thrown  back  upon  the  bread:,  caufed 
obitrudions  in  the  pleura.,  and  in  the  veffels 
'of  the  Jungs  ;  and  would  very  focn  have  oc- 
cafioned  a  local  estravafation  in  one  of  the 
cavities  of  the  bread:,  if  it  had  not  been  im¬ 
mediately  evacuated  by  the  inferior  emunc- 


tories. 


Cathartics  would  moft  undoubtedly  have 
■irritated  the  vedels,  and  wmuld  thereby  have 
encreafed  the  fpafmodfc  tenlion.  Warm  diu¬ 
retics  would  have  aded  in  the  fame  manner, 
(as  we  are  aiTured  by  the  effed  of  the  milli¬ 
pedes  only)  it  w'as  therefore  necelfary  to- 
’corred  the  orgafme  ofthc  runds  ;  by  tiiusdi- 
miniihing  their  rarefadion,  and  confequently 
their  volume,  we  were  confident  that  w^e 


Ihould  relax  the  coats  of  the  capilary  vefiels, 
and  confequently  remove  the  iirft  caufe.  The 
circulation  by  this  means  becoming  more 
free,  the  feparatioa  of  the  humours  was  per-» 
■formed  by  the  emunaories  to  which  they 


..were  attraded  ;  a  copious  beveridge  of  vrhey, 
and  a  diuretic  ptifan  produced  tins  ehech 
Thus  the  blood  difeharged  its  fuperfluous  Je~ 
rum:  theftagnatccl  humours  jointly  returned.. 
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into  the  circulation,  by  the  elafticity  of  the 
veflels,  and  thus  contributed  to  the  patient’s 
cure.  That  this  pradice  may  be  ineflhcLual, 
and  In  fome  circumftances  improper,  I  con- 
fefs ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  there  is  no  reafon 
why  it  fliould  not  be  adopted  by  fuch  as  are 
capable, of  diftinguhhing  the  cafes  proper  for 
its  adminiftration. 


C  li  A.  K 


[  278  ] 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 

/ 

Epafmodic  complicated  Tympanites, 

YPOCRATES  has  afErmed,  that  obfti- 
nate  pains  In  the  abdo^nen  are  gene¬ 
rally  fucceeded  by  a  tympanites  :  ^libus  tor-^ 
nnna  circa  umbilicum  doloresy  lumborurn 
dolor qiii  neque  a  medicamento  neque  alias  foT 
‘vitiir^  in  hydropeni  ficcumjirmatur  (a). 

In  elFedl',  after  intenfe  pairxs  and  excefiive 
Ipalms  of  the  intcftines  and  myfentary,  thefe 
^oifccra  acquire  a  heftic  difpofition,  to  which 
this  great  father  of  phyfic  very  rationally  at¬ 
tributed  the  tympanites. 

This  difeafe,  if  not  fpeedily  cured,  does 
not  long  exift  alone  ;  an  afcites  foon  follows : 
Dolor  colicus.^  fays  Lomius,  fape  tranfit  tn  hy-^ 
dropem.  The  exhalant  veffels  of  the  perito- 
%£im  and  of  the  vifcera^  continue  to  filter  too 
much  feriim  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen^ 
■whilif  the  abforbents  being  always  the  firft 
obfiruTed,  becaufe  they  are  thefirft  corniiated 
and  obliterated,  take  up  but  averyfmall  quan¬ 
tity  :  theylofe  their  elaftiyity,  and  cannot  with¬ 
out  difficulty  convey  the  lymph  theyabforb; 
hence  this  a/cites  w'hich  fucceeds  is  incurable. 

It 

(a)  Hip.  Aphor.  xi,  fcQ;.  Iv, 
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It  is  not  therefore  in  the  laft  ftage  of  this 
difeafe  that  we  fhould  adminifter  remedies, 
they  would  be  then  ineifedtual ;  but  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  when  the  pains  of  the  abdomen  an¬ 
nounce  a  dangerous  and  very  frequently,  a 
mortal  difeafe.  Thefe  pains  are  produced  by 
the  violent  irritations  of  the  inteftines,  caufed 
by  the  acrimony  of  the  fluids.  This  acrimony 
afting  on  the  velTels  and  on  the  nerves,  which 
are  too  tenfe,  produces  thefe  fpafms,  and 
this  rarefadlion  of  the  contained  air;  and 
confequently  this  tenfion  and  inflation  by 
which  the  fpafmodic  tympanites  is  charadle- 
rifed ;  I  mean  that  which  is  originally  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  cornuofity  of  the  membranes 
and  of  the  veffels,  and  which,  on  this  account, 
is  infeparable  from  a  vaporous  conftitution. 

To  remedy  this  evil,  our  foie  indication  is, 
to  relax  the  nervous  fyftem,  to  moderate  the 
rarefaction  of  the  fluids,  and  of  the  air  con¬ 
tained  in  the  inteftinal  canal,  and  fometimes 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  By  thefe  means 
we  may  expedi  to  remedy  this  cruel  difeafe 
in  the  beginning,  and  by  thus  endeavouring 
to  flop  its  progrefs,  we  are  fometimes  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  deflroy  it  radically.  My  prac¬ 
tical  obfervations  on  this  fubjeCt,  and  thofe  of 

T  4  many 
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many  illuflrious  pliyficians  before  my  time, 
anthorife  this  treatment. 

M.-  le  Chevalier  de  Faiicon  Beauchamp, 
brigadier  of  the  king’s  forces,  Seventy  years 
of  age,  of  a  very  atrabilarious  conftitntion, 
was  attacked  with  fudden  naiiis  in  the  intef- 

JL 

tines  and  kidneys,  which,  in  a  little  time, 
brought  on  an  inflammation.  The  drynefs  of 
the  mouth,  and  the  flatulence  accompanying 
this  fyltem,  confeqiiently  characlerifed  an  in¬ 
cipient  tympanites.  A  difeafe  which  began 
with  fo  much  violence,  might  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fatal  confequences,  if  the  reme¬ 
dies  firfc  preferibed  had  not  immediately’ pro¬ 
duced  a  calm.  ■  Chicken-water  and  emolient 
fomentation  were  adminiftered  with  fuch  in- 
flantaneous  fuccefs.  that  there  remained  no 
apnrehenflon  of  a  return.  The  cure  was 

i.  J. 

completed  by  affes-milk. 

By  this  account  we  may  obferve,  that  an 
liicipiant  tympanites  may  be  eafily  cured, 
when  the  real  caufe  by  which  it  w^as  produced 
is  attacked ;  on  the  contrary,  when  either 
neg-ledted  or  irritated,  it  will  for  a  long  time 
refift  the  rxioft  annlicable  remedies.  As  for- 

■  i.  X 

example. 

Galoutaire,  fixty  years  of  age,  and 
Iiypocliondriac,  was,  ia  the  year  1763,  at- 
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tucked  with  a  quartan  ague.  She  w'^as  cured 
by  a  quack-dodor,  who  gave  her  feme  hy- 
dragoguc  purgatives,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
febrifuge  pills.  Sometime  afterwards,  her 
belly  grew  tenfe,  and  confiderably  fwelled,  it 
became  painful,  and  a  confirmed  tympanites 
enfued.  Goldfomentations,  chicken-ptifan, 
ice-w^ater,  wdiey,  oily  clyfters,  conliderably 
mitiga  ed  the  fymptoms.  A  bilious  diarrhoea 
enfued,  attended  vvdth  wind,  and  relieved  the 
patient.  The  fwelling  abated,  and  the  pain 
vanifiied.  Two  ounces  of  manna  diflolved  in 
a  glafs-  of  whey,  feerned  to  be  indicated ;  but 
the  inteflines,  frill  too  irritable,  could  not  bear 
it ;  the  pains  returned,  and  the  belly  became 
again  inflated  and  tenfe.  I  had  recourfe 
immediately  to  our  former  remedies,  Which 
again  gave  relief;  and  the  cure  was  coni- 
pleated  by  drinking  ailes-milk. 

M.  Conibahrzier,  has  not  in  his  treatife  on 
flatulent  difeafs,  omitted  (al  this  fnecies  of 
tympanites.  This  fldlful  author  has  fo  faith¬ 
fully  painted  the  difeafe,  that  nothing  can 
be  added  to  the  pidure  he  has  drarvn.  lie 
prefcribes  the  fame  remedies  which  .1  admi- 
nifler.  Attentive  only  to  the  fpafmsby  vchich 

(a)  Veyez  le  tralic  da  maladies  vent,  par  M.  Csrnbaluzier, 
ism.  2.  p.  20, 

.  the 
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the  inteftines  are  affected,  and  the  rarefac¬ 
tion  of  the  air  therein  contained,  he  has  re- 
courfe  to  domeftic  bathing,  cooling  clyfters, 
cold  water,  fomentations,  lemonade,  whey, 
chicken-ptifan,  alTes-milk,  and  in  fhort,  to 
all  the  remedies  capable  of  reftraining  the 
impetuofity  of  the  humours,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  of  moiftening  the  folids.  In  like  man^- 
ner  he  treats  and  cures  the  flatulent  cholics 
generally  preceding,  and  always  continuing 
to  the  end  of  this  difeafe. 

To  give  more  weight  to  his  fyftein,  he 
fupports  it  on  the  authority  of  the  moft  re™ 
fpedable  authors  of  antiquity,  from  whom 
he  took  his  practice.  He  relates,  from  Hy- 
pocrates  (b),  that  a  woman  who  was  other- 
wife  fat  and  in  good  health,  waas  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  bolus,  which  fhe  took  to  make 
hermifcarry,  feized  with  a  violent  cholic, 
fwelling  of  the  belly,  and  other  fymptoms. 
She  fainted  away  fo  entirely  five  feveral  times, 
that  fhe  appeared  to  be  dead.  Idvpocrates 
had  thirty  pitchers  of  cold  water  thrown 
/On  her,  and  this  remedy  alone  relieved  the 
patient.  She  immediately  parted  with  a  great 
quantity  of  bile,  and  recovered  her  ufual 
health.  When  in  pain  flie  parted  with  no 
bile. 


(b)  Hip.  lib.  V.demoi'b.  pop,  obferv.  18. 
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He  adds  to  the  teflimony  of  Hypocrates, 
that  of  Zacutus  Laifitanus,  who  made  his  pa¬ 
tients  drink  a  great  quantity  of  ice-water, 
and  confined  them  to  a  cold  regimen.  He 
quotes  many  examples  related  by  Avicena 
and  Aniatus.  He  relates  from  John  Colbatch, 
phyfician  at  London,  the  ftory  of  a  tympanitic 
girl,  who  was  cured  by  bathing  in  the  fea, 
and  he  concludes  with  the  cafe  of  a  tympanitic 
woman,  who  was  cured  by  the  internal  and 
external  ufe  of  ice- water,  from  M .  Raft,  phy¬ 
fician  at  Lyons.  The  circumftances  attend¬ 
ing  this  miraculous  cure  deferve  to  be  re¬ 
lated,  as  they  not  only  publifh  the  efficacy 
of  one  remedy,  but  alfo  the  pernicious  effedfs 
of  thofe,  which  in  their  operation  are  diame¬ 
trically  oppofite. 

The  wddow  Triquet,  after  a  lying-in  hav¬ 
ing  had  -very  little  difcharge,  was  fuddenly 
feized  wdth  a  putrid  fever,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  tympanitic  fwelling,  and  with  all 
the  various  fymptoms  which  denote  a  fpaf- 
modic  tympanites.  Her  difeafe  w^as  not  of  a 
nature  to  be  cured,  either  by  oleaginous  or 
carminative  remedies.  M.  Raft  imagined, 
that  in  this  cafe  it  was  necefiary  to  condenfe 
by  cold,  the  air  that  was  too  much  rarefied  by 
heat.  This  he  intended  to  effed,  by  the  ap- 
‘  plication 
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plication  of  ice-water ;  but  he  durft  not  ven¬ 
ture  the  experiment  without  confulting  ano¬ 
ther  phyfician.  This  phyfician  confented  to 
the  admiiiiftrationof  this  remedy,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  advifed,  on  account  of  the  patient’s 
weaknefs,  fome  fpirituous  cordials ;  this  was 
accordingly  complied  with.  The  patient 
parted  with  fome  wind,  and  by  degrees  the 
fwelling  of  the  belly  was  reduced.  The  admi- 
niftration  of  thefe  Uvo  oppofite  remedies  was 
Hill  continued ;  but  the  belly  became  more 
inflated,  and  the  patient  fuffered  very  vio¬ 
lent  pain.  Dr.  Raft  very  rationally  attri¬ 


buted  thefe  bad  effeds  to  the  cordials,  and 


accordinglv  f  ’ 


raughts  of 


ice- water.  The  patient  drank  it  greedily,  and 
with  great  pleafiire  ;  it  w^as  alfo  externally 
applied  :  the  fw^elling  diminiilied,  and  at  laft 


difappeared  (a), 


Though  this  tympanites  is  fometimes  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  relaxation  of  the  fibres  of  the 
inteftinal  canal,  we  muft  allow  that  it  feklom 


proceeds  originally  from  this  caufe ;  it  is  al- 
moft  alw^ays  theefted  of  the  extreme  tenfson 
of  the  f.bres,  which,  after  violent  diftenfion, 
produces  this  general  relaxation,  and  in  this 
cafe  the  moft  applicable  remedies  prove  inef- 
(a)  Voyez  M.  Combahazicr,  teax  2*  p.  220. 

fcdual. 
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fedtual.  Why  then  fiich  a  profufion  of  cat" 
minatives  and  other  heating  medicines  ?  The 
pain  commonly  preceding  the  tympanitic 
dropfy,  and  which  always  continues  to  the 
laft,  is  no  fign  of  weaknefs  in  the  parts  af- 
fefted.  M-.  Combaluzier  has  prevented  this 
reproach.  If  he  abounds  in  formula,  and  in 
remedies  of  every  kind,  it  is  doubtlefs  that 
he  may  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  telling  us  : 
.Plura  hic  hahes.^  ut  pane  a  feligas  (a).  A  moil: 
authentic  proof  of  his  genius  and  difeern- 
ment ! 

(a)  Voyez  le  Preface  du  Tradu£ieur,  p.  50, 


C'  xj 

V>  i.  jl 


\ 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

Complicated  Chlorofts. 

I 

The  green  ficknefs,  or  chloro/is,  a  very 
common  difeafe  in  Europe,  has  been 
always  confidered  as  a  fymptom  of  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  meitfes^  and  may  very  eafily 
be  complicated  with  the  hyfterical  difor*- 
der,  as  the  cornuofity  of  the  uterine  vef- 
fels,  as  well  fanguinary  as  lymphatic,  is 
fufficient  to  fupprefs  the  menftrual  dif* 
charge.  All  phyficians  will  agree,  that 
one  of  the  caufes  of  this  fuppreffion  is  a 
convulfed  ftate  of  the  nerves  of  the  uterus : 
we  therefore  fuppofe  that  the  chlorofis  may 
proceed  from  the  fame  caufe,  as  this  fecond 
difeafe  is  always  the  effedt  of  the  firft,  viz, 
fupprelTion. 

This  caufe  once  eftablilhed,  it  will  be 
very  eafy  to  deduce  the  fymptom s :  the 
reflux  of  the  uterine  lymph,  and  of  the 
menflrual  fluid,  have  already  furnilhed  Mr. 
Aftruc  with  an  infinity  of  examples  and  ar¬ 
guments,  upon  v/hich  he  fupports  his  fyf- 

tem. 
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tern  (a).  But  what  is  the  proper  treatment 

for  this  difeafe  when  complicated  with  the 

% 

vapours  ?  M.  Aftruc  has  only  delineated  the 
difeafe  ;  v/e  are  therefore  permitted  to  add 
our  prefcription. 

To  avoid  mifakes  In  the  diftindllon  of 
this  complication,  we  will  chara<3:erife  it 
by  all  the  hyfterical  fymptoms  of  what¬ 
ever  denomination,  and  however  trifling; 
tenfion  of  the  hypochondres ;  painful  fwel- 
ling  of  the  fiomach  and  colon',  pains  in 
the  uterus,  which  denotes  a  flate  of  tenfion 
and  phlogqfis,  and  which  extend  as  far  as  the 
kidneys,  the  groin,  and  the  thighs;  vo¬ 
miting,  limpid  urine,  &c.  All  which 
fymptoms  affure  us  that  this  fupprefiion  and 
chlorojts  proceed  from  the  fpafmouic  ten¬ 
fion  of  the  nerves. 

In  this  cafe  we  vainly  attempt  to  deob- 
ftruate  the  uterine  veflels,  and  thofe  of  the 


other  vtj'cera  of  the  abdomen,  which  are  only 
fecondarily  affected.  The  rigidity  of  the 
nerves  v.hicli  produced  the  firlt  difeafe,  w  ill 
always  prevent  the  operation  of  aperitive  re¬ 
medies;  the  cr'if pat  ions  will  encreafe  ;  the 
obftrudtions  becoming  thereby  more  compadt, 
will  grow  more  obftinate,  and  capable  of 


(a)  Voye%  le  traU  dsi  nialidlcs  dcs  fanmes,  par  M.  Ajjrztc, 

'  producing 
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producing  greater  ravages,  by  forming  the 
moft  imfurmountabie  obftacles  in  the  circu^ 
lation  of  the  iiuids. 

I 

This  is  a  general  error,  encouraged  by 
the  ignorance  of  the  vulgar,  and  favoured 
by  the  avarice  of  the  artift.  What  innume¬ 
rable  boafted  remedies,  and  under  fuch  va- 
‘idety  of  forms  !  Eleduaries,  extrads,  pow¬ 
ders,  elixirs,  syedicinal  wines,  and  others  oi 
the  fame  nature,  are  as  powerful  poifons  in 
the  hands  of  a  quack,  who  adminifters  them 
in  difeafes  of  which  he  knows  not  the  caufe, 
as  they  are  falutary  when  properly  applied. 

Pharmaceutic  remedies  may  be  ufeful  in 
tbefe  difeafes  where  the  embarraflment  of  the 


•vifccra  is  produced  by  any  defed  except  the 
byflcrical  complication.  In  this  cafe  all  is 
terifion,  cri^fpation,  fpafm ;  and  if  from  the 
complications  of  diiferent  difeafes  we  fnd 
other  vices  to  overcome,  theyfhould  always 
be  difregarded  till  vre  have  vanquiflied  the 
iirft  caufe. 

For  this  reafon,  though  the  difeafe  be  at  its 
utrnoft  height,  and  however  contradidory  the 
fymptoms  may  appear,  as  the  fwelling  of  the 
feet,  bleated  and  pale  countenance,  want  of 
appgtite,  &c.  "W’  e  afErm  from  expei  lence, 

that  thefe  feveral  fymptoms  deierve  no  at¬ 


tention 
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tention  when  combined  with  the  hyfterical 
afFedlion,  and  that  this,  on  the  contrary,  re¬ 
quires  the  moft  inftantaneous  relief.  Diluters 
and  moiftners  fliould  therefore  precede  every 
other  remedy ;  nor  can  we  previoufly  adrni- 
nifter  any  other  fpecific  without  danger  of 
bad  confequences.  The  purgatives  and  ape¬ 
ritives  will  then  operate  with  fo  much  the 
more  efncacy,  as  the  nerves  and  veffels  be¬ 
coming  lefs  fenfible  to  the  impreffions  of  the 
aflive  particles  of  thefe  remedies,  will  con- 
tra(fl:  with  lefs  difficulty,  and  without  much 
exertion.  By,  this  means  we  are  certain,  that 
the  evacuations  are  neither  infufficient  nor 
immoderate,  as  they  are  reffrained  by  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  folids. 

Is  it  neceflary  to  give  examples  applicable 
to  the  praftical  ideas  which  I  propofe  ?  Or 
Ihall  I  rather  produce  inftances  of  the  con¬ 
trary?  In  either  cafe,  the  art  01  medicine 'would 
not  be  found  infufficient.  Let  it  fuffice,  that 
I  roufe  the  attention  of  phyficians  to  diftin- 
guifh  thefe  two  complicated  difeafes. 


V 
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CHAP.  XXX. 


CotnpUcated  Fluor  Albus, 

1^  Y  confidering  the  Jluor  alhiis  as  a  fymp- 
tom  of  the  hyfterical  affection,  we  fup- 
pofe  the  proximate  or  immediate  caufe  of 
this  clifeafe  to  be  a  difcrder  of  the  fluids 
which  circulate  in  the  uterus^  and  of  the 
folids,  of  which  the  texture  of  this  vifcus  is 
compofed.  The  extreme  acrimony  of  the 
lymph  and  of  the  ferum  necelfarily  pro¬ 
duces  embarraffment  in  their  veifels,  vrhich 
being  obftruded,  fwell  and  finally  burfl; 
hence  the  extravafation  of  the  ferum^  af¬ 
terwards  of  the  lymph,  and  fomietiraes  even 
of  the  red  globules,  according  to  the  acri¬ 
mony  imbibed  by  the  fluids,  from  the  ef- 
fe£t  of  the  remote  caufes  wdiich  have  pro¬ 
duced  their  difeafe. 

Befides,  the  obliteration  of  a  number  of 
the  minuter  veifels  of  the  uterus,  is  alone; 
fufiicient  to  produce  great  obftacles  in  the 
.diftribution  of  the  fluids,  and  will  create  a 
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ber  of  the  obliterated  veffels  will  daily  en- 
creafe  ;  hence  we  may  deduce  two  caufes, 
which  afting  reciprocally,  produce  the  fame 
difeafc,  equally  requiring  our  attention,  and 
which  iliould  be  attacked  with  the  fame  re¬ 
medies. 

The  indications  in  this  complication  of 
difeafes,  are  to  corredt  the  acrimony  of 
the  uterine  lymph,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  ,open  the  obliterated  capillary  tubes, 
in  order  to  reftore  the  circulation  in  the 
uterus.  Attenuating,  moiftening,  balfa- 
mic  and  cooling  remedies,  will  fufficiently 
anfwer  our  purpofe  ;  for  by  diiTolv-ing  the 
fait  with  v/hich  the  lymph  is  overcharged, 
they  will  alfo  corresrt  its  acrimony,  and  will 
reftore  its  balfamic  quality,  of  which  it  was 
totally  deprived.  The  veflels  being" lefs  irri¬ 
tated,  eafily  yield  to  the  mild  efforts  of  a 
more  moderate  circulation;  hence  the  natu¬ 
ral  fundlion  of  the  difeafed  vifeera  will  be 
reftored. 

By  what  I.  have  juft  faid,  it  Is  eafy  to 
conceive  that  aperitive,  cathartic,  and  ftyptic 
remedies  can  be  of  no  ufe  in  fuch  cafes ; 
or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  fnould  we  not 
rather  acknowledge  that  they  would'  be 
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pernicious  ?  The  one  will  crifp  the  vefTels,, 
and  thus  encreafe  the  number  of  thofe 
which  are  obliterated  or  obftru£ted,  and  the 
ether  will  divide  the  lymphatic  fluids  ftill 
more.  Their  tenuity  and  acrimony  thus  be¬ 
coming  daily  greater,  they  will  efcape  much 
more  eaflly  by  the  extremities  of  the  vefiels, 
and  will  corrode  their  texture  r  hence  the 
difeharge  is  rather  promoted  than  fuf- 
pended,  the  infallible  eonfequence  of  whick 
muft  be  a  total  deftrudion  of  the  Blood  and 
other  fluids. 

To  remedy  effcdually  the  dangerous  con- 
fequsnces  of  the  medicines  which  are  daily 
adminiftered  in  this  difeafe,  we  flrould  pref- 
cribe  a  nourifhing  diet  on  account  of  the 
duration  of  the  diforder,  but  fuch  as  will 
cool,  moiften,  and  obtund  the  acrimony. 

The  patient  fhould  take  only  moderate 
exercife,  and  Ihould  live  upon  lamb,  veal,, 
and  young  pullets.  She  fhould  at  the  fame 
time  take  farinacious  nour.ifhment,  fuch  as- 
rice,,  barley,  or  oat-meal  gruel,  pearl-barley,, 
vermicelli  and  fego  a  ihe  may  fometimes 
add  fiflr  or  fnail-broth,  in  order  to  fweeten 
and  more  efTedually  iiicraflate  the  blood'. 

Her  common  drink  Ihould  be,  for  fome 
chicken -water,  m  ade  with  a  chickem 

about 
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al)Out  tiie  flze  of  a  quail,  or  a  little  rice  or 
alth(sa  root.  Cooling  clyfters  fhould  be  ad-r. 
miniftered;  but  if  tbefe  be  infufficient  to 
evacuate  the  crudities  that  may  be  lodged 
in  the  prims  “nzV,  they  muft  be  affifted  by 
■the  following  mild  cathartic,  compofed  of 

Recent  pulp  of  cafia,  compound  fyrup  of 
chicory,  of  each  one  ounce,  diflblved 
in  eight  ounces  of  common  water, 
made  into  a  draught. 

The  patient  having  been  thus  purged, 
the  following  broth  muft  he  taken  during 
twenty  days,  or  more  if  neceflary,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  degree  of  drynefs  and  acri¬ 
mony. 

Take  of  althsa-xoot,  grande  coufoude^ 
each  half  an  ounce  ;  of  lettuce  leaves 
and  purflain,  each  half  a  handful ; 
iintfeed  half  a  drachm  :  boil  thefe  fe- 
cundum  artem,  together  with  a  young 
pullet  fluffed  with  the  four  greater  cold 
feeds,  fo  as  to  make  broth. 

« 

Having  finifhed  this  courfe  of  broth, 

* 

abftain  from  cathartics  ;  they  are  not''' only 
feperfluous,  but  dangerous,  and  contrary 

U  3  ■  •  to 


294  Complicated  Fluor  Albus. 

to  our  intention,  as  they  counteradl  the 
mild  efFeils  of  the  emollient  remedies.  Milk 
flrould  be  immediately  begun  with,  diluted 
with  barley-water  ;  or  affes-milk,  without 
the  addition  of  any  abforbent  or  ftomachic 
eledluary,  which  would  produce  efiedts  con¬ 
trary  to  the  operations  of  the  remedies  in¬ 
dicated. 

Injedlions  of  the  decodion  of  mallows, 
barley-water,  clarified  whey,  msay  alfo  be 
advifed,  together  with  the  domefiic  bath. 
Acidulous  mineral  vraters  are  equally  pro¬ 
per  during  the  fumm.er,  to  mitigate  the 
rarefadion  of  the  fluids,  corred  their  acri¬ 
mony,  and  to  relax  the  crifpated  folids. 
Thefe  medicines  fliould  be  varied,  according 

O 

to  the  cafe  and  feafon ;  and  if  neceffary, 
clarified  and  diftilled  whey,  broth  made 
of  frogs,  &c.  may  be  fubftituted.  Thefe 
dhlercnt  remedies  thus  varied,  muft  be  con- 
.tinued  till  the  patient  is  radically  cured. 

By  thefe  means,  two  very  confiderable 
perfons  have  been  cured ;  one  of  whom 
was  fo  much  incommoded,  that  the  Jluor 
albus,  which  fire  had  had  for  feveral  years, 
had  contraded  fuch  a  degree  of  acrimony, 
that  the  adjacent  parts  were  thereby  ex¬ 
coriated* 
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coriated.  Were  it  proper,  I  could  inftance 

/ 

many  others,  who,  from  their  rhanner  of 
life,  had  been  many  years  afflicted  with  this 
difeafe,  owing  to  their  obftinacy  in  not  chu- 
fingto  fubmitto  a  regimen  which, would  de¬ 
prive  them  of  certain  indulgencics ;  particu¬ 
larly,  of  alkalefcent  drinks. 
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G  H  A  P.  XXXI. 

Complicated  immoderate  Hemorrhage., 

( 

UT  ER I N  E  hemorrhages  proceeding 
from  an  hyfterical  caufe,  deferve  our 
particular  attention,  left  we  adminifter  im-* 
proper  remedies.  The  charadteriftics  of 
this  fpecies  of  hemorrhage  are,  according 
to  Hoffman ;  Terjio  hiflatio  hypochondri-> 
orum  circa  luw.bos.,  dolor  gravativus  pref-' 
foriusy  qupidoque  cum  fenfu  refrigCrii  jundiuSy 
extremarum  partium  refrigeratioy  ’vaforum 
detumefcentiay  color  faciei  pallidusy  pulfus 
citatiory  cum  internorum  ardorey  alvi  ftric^ 
turdy  urin<e  parcior  fiuxus.  Hcee  omnia  au-^ 
tern  fatis  abundeque  tefantury  non  a  caujd 
folum  pafjivay  id  ejl  nimia  debilitate  uteriy  fed 
ab  atli'va  etiamy  fpafmodicis  partium  vafculo-r 
rum  nervorum  fridiuris  fanguinem  ad  ute^ 
rum  nimium  urgentibusy  hoc  vitium  profcifcl, 
JJ nde  etiani  ratio  repetenduy  quod ftemime  hy-- 
pochondriac<£  hyferic/Cy  qae  tenerioris  fiint 

ad  animi  commotioues  proclmioris  natur^y  hog 

/ 

molefo  malo  frequentius  aficiantur  (a), 

(a)  Hoffman,  de  uteri  Hemerogia,  feii,  i.  cap.  5.  p.  225. 
tom,  2. 

This 
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This  fpecies  oi  hemorrha^^e  proceeds  nei¬ 
ther  from  the  relaxation  oi  the  uterine 
veffels,  nor  from  the  ejjtreme  fluidity  of  the 
.  blood.  Such  a  conflitiition  can  ne\^er  pro¬ 
duce  the  fymptoms  lylated  by  the  above- 
mentioned  author.  On  the  contrary,  they 
certainly’ proceed  from  the  fpafm  of  the 
uterine  veffels,  and  from  the  rarefadlion  of 
-  a  too  dry  and  acrimonious  blood  ;  therefore 
our  remedies  fhould  be  fuch  as  are  capable 
of  relaxing  thefe  veffels,  whofe  fSate  of  con¬ 
traction  muft  neceffarily  increafe  the  ple¬ 
thora  ;  they  will  extend  the'  diameter  of 
the  veffels,  and  at  the  fame  time,  will  mi¬ 
tigate  the  rarefaction  of  the  fluids  therein 
circulated ;  and  by  this  double  effeCt,  the  cir¬ 
culation  becoming  more  moderate,  the  dilfri- 
bution  of  the  blood  in  every  part  of  the  body 
will  become  more  equal. 

The  remedies  adminiflered  by  this  au- 
■  thor,  are  adequate  to  his  idea  of  the  difeafe, 
and  their  effcCls  are  attefted  by  the  cafes 
which  he  reports.  He  always  prefers 
moiftners,  dlluters,  and  coolers,  to  every 
other  affiftance,  ‘uiz.  ^lando  nimis  ehuUi- 
entis  fanguinis  orgaj'mus  fovet  auget  hoc 
vialum-f  ob  niotum  intejlimim  partium  fulphu- 
rcarum  concitaiiorem^  diluentia^  hiimeciantiay 

rejri~s 
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refrigerantia  auxilia  funt  efficaclffima  ;  atqiie 
inter  hec  exceUit  quam  maxime  fola  aqua 
frigida  fontana^  modo  fit  pur  a  fubhtis-,  aut 
que  melior  adhtiCf  plwvialis  probe  confers  at  a 
Cd"  putridinis  expers^  mil  admixta  nitri  decenti 
quantitate  alterata.^  mel  cum  fpiritu  mitrioli  6^ 
JiiJicienti  copia  pota. 

He  very  rationally  fuppofes,  that  by  this 
treatment,  fimple  as  it  really  is,  the  ex¬ 
treme  thickiiefs  of  the  fluid  is  attenuated, 
their  acrimony  foftened,  the  heat  abated, 
the  tone  of  the  fibres  reftored,  and  the  dif- 


eafe  in  quefdon  more  expeditioufly 'and 


more  eifedlually  cured,  than  by  the  admi- 
p.iftration  of  the  mofi;  vaunted  fpecifics. 
Etenim  Jtmpkx  h£c  nied'icma^  Ed‘  dlliiendo 
fpiffbs  humores.,  &  acres  temperando,  nlmi-. 
unique  tef  um  rejlhiguendo.,  fibras  quoque  re~ 
laxatas  fermando,  plus  certe  prdjlat  quam 
tantopere  a  medlcis  alia  marii  generis  ad  boa 
malum  laudatajpecifica^  &c.  (a) 

We  fhould  underftand  by  the  relaxation 
of  the  fibres,  fo  contradictory  to  the  fpafm 
vt'e  mention,  the  fibres  of  the  uterus^  which 
after  violent  diflenlion,  are  torn  and  re¬ 
laxed  by  the  impetuofity  of  the  blood. 


fa)  Ibldiin^  p.  226. 


On 
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On  thefe  fibres  moiftiiers  -will  operate; 
and  by  rendering  them  fupple,  will  reftore 
them  to  their  former  elafticity.  Tonics 
and  aftringents,  though  they  feem  to  be  in¬ 
dicated,  will  always  render  the  extremities 
of  the  veffels  more  crifp,  and  will  produce 
irritations  the  more  dangerous,  as  they 
will  ulcerate  the  parts  affedted.  Thus  w'e 
frequently  fee  thefe  kind  of  hemorrhages 
produce  ulcers  in  the  womb,  which  are 
caufed  not  only  by  the  quality  of  the  blood, 
as  by  the  pernicious  elfedts  of  improper  re¬ 
medies.  . 

After  this  expofition,  in  which  we  find 
a  concife  and  clear  explication  of  the  na¬ 
tural  mechanifm,  by  which  thefe  men- 
ffrual  irregularities  are  produced,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  not  very  difficult  to  remedy  this 
difcafe ;  for  by  corredting  the  orgafme  of 
.  the  fluids,  and  by  relaxing  the  fpafm  of  the 
uterus,  we  are  very  certain  that  we  ffiall 
re-eflablifh  the  natural  fundtions  of  this 
mifcus.  This  projedt,  feemingly  fo  vaff,  as 
it  comprehends  the  greateft  part  of  the  dif- 
cafes  of  the  female  lex,  is  the  more  parti¬ 
cularly  interefiing  to  phyficians,  fince  it  il- 
lucidates  a  matter  which  has  been  hitherto 
the  fubject  of  their  fruitlefs  enquiries. 


To 
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To  avoid  contradiftion,  we  reject  all 
fyftem ;  let  us  therefore  only  attend  to  Na¬ 
ture,  who.  is  always  mofi;  eloquent  when 
moft  oppreiTed.  The  rigidity  of  the  fprings, 

A 

which  compofe  the  machine  requires  af- 
fiftance ;  let  us  therefore  be  as  expeditious 
as  poffible  in  relaxing  thefe  organs;  by 
this  means  we  {hall  open  the  obflrufted  ca¬ 
nals,  and  thus  by  relloring  the  circulation 
of  all  the  fluids,  we  re-eftablifti  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  ^jifeus  affected. 

^jme  *  p  forty  years  of  age,  of  a 

hot  and  dry  conftitution,  had  been  af- 
fliffed  for  two  years  with  an  immoderate 
flow  of  the  menfes.  Her  phyfician  at¬ 
tributed  this  diforder  to  the  approach¬ 
ing  ceffation  of  the  difeharge,  and  there¬ 
fore  preferibed  no  remedy.  But  the  hy- 
flericai  fymptoms  which  enfued,  the  in¬ 
flations  of  the  inteftines,  and  fmart  pains  in 
her  thighs  and  kidneys,  required  fome  re¬ 
lief.  She  was  ordered  fome  cooling  broths, 
which  a  little  calmed  the  difeafe,  and  af¬ 
terward  her  phyfician  thought  it  neceffary 
to  give  a  flight  cathartic. 

The  irritation  produced  by  this  remedy, 
fo  greatly  counteracted  the  phyficians  inten¬ 
tions,  that  the  flrft  fymptoins  of  the  difeafe 

returned 
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returned  with  additional  violence.  The  he¬ 
morrhage  became  more  abundant,  the  pains 
revived,  and  an  univerfal  herpes  broke  out* 
Chicken-water  foon  abated  thefe  fymptoms ; 
but  the  hemorrhage  {101  continued.  The 
tepid  bath  was  thought  neceflary,  and  the 
patient  ufed  it  for  three  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  fhe  was  perfectly  cured. 

A  furgeon’s  wife  of  this  town,  of  the  fame 
age  and  conftitution,  had  been  for  three  years 
afHidted  with  the  fame  complaint,  and  was 
alfo  relieved  by  the  fame  remedies.  Reftored 
to  better  health,  fhe  neglefled  her  regimen : 
by  taking  two  difhes  of  coffee  after  a  repafl, 
a  fever  enfued,  and  the  hemorrhage  re¬ 
turned. 


I'hefe  two  cafes  perfectly  charaderife  the 
eaufe  v/hich  1  have  above  afligned  ;  but  the 
efted  of  the  contrary  remedies  which  both 
the  patients  experienced,  convinces  us  hovr 


dangerous  it  is  to  miftake. 

The  bath  which  feems  at  prefent  to  be 
the  only  certain  fpecific  for  this  formidable 
complaint,  fhoulcl  not  by  its  apparent  con- 
tradidion,  difeourage  the  phyfician.  The 
cautious  never  adminifler  this  remedy,  but 
in  the  intervals  of  the  hemorrhay-e.  and  bv 


/ 
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this  means  they  gradually  retard  its  return ; 
whilft  others,  more  refolute,  though  not 
rafh,  difregard  every  confideration,  the 
fooner  to'  accomplifh  their  end.  To  con¬ 
form  neverthelefs  to  the  laws  of  Nature, 
it  would  be  prudent  to  decline  the  bath 
for  fome  days,  during  the  time  of  menhrua- 
tion. 

We  do  not  limit  this  remedy  to  the  cure 
of  immoderate  hemorrhages  only ;  thofe 
which  immediately  fucceed  ^  natural  la¬ 
bour,  if  too  copious,  require  the  fame  treat¬ 
ment,  being  produced  by  the  fame  caufe. 
This  caufe  is  common  to  all  women  fubjedb 
to  hyfterics ;  for  the  natural  tenfion  of  their 
fibres,  increafed  by  the  different  irritations 
of  the  nervous  fyftem  at  the  time  of  labour, 
produce  violent  fpafms  and  contradtions, 
which  operate  unequally  on  the  fluids, 
prefs  them  on  all  fides,  and  force  them  into 
thofe  veflels  where  they  find  the  leaft  re- 
fiftance. 

The  opening  of  the  veflels  of  the  uterus, 
occafioned  by  the  extradion  of  the  placenta, 
aflhrds  fufficient  outlet  for  the  fluids,  which 
flow  wir.h  a  celerity  equal  to  the  force  by 
which  they  arc  impelled.  On  the  degree  of 

organical 
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organical  aftion,  therefore,  will  depend  this 
hemorrhage.)  which  may  be  always  moil  ef~ 
ficacioufly  relieved  by  attacking  its  caufe, 
with  its  oppolites.  How  is  the  praftice  of 
phyfic  altered  !  and  what  a  number  of  errors 
to  corredt !  The  fatal  cataflrophe  of  fo  many 
lying-in  vromen,  of  this  place,  is  a-  fufE- 
cient  proof  of  the  ignorance  of  mid-wives. 
Their  poifon  is  contained  in  their  cordials. 
The  rarefaction  of  the  fluids,  and  the  ofcil- 
lation  of  the  veflels,  produced  by  thefe  re¬ 
medies,  muft,  beyond  contradiction,  aug¬ 
ment  thefymptoms;  neverthelefs  the  faint- 
ings,  both  before  and  after  labour,  feem  to 
require  powerful  remedies,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
celerate  a  circulation  apparently  too  flow 
and  languid,  but  which  on  the  contrary  is 
entirely  owing  to  opprelTion.  What  con- 
traft  !  what  extremity  ! 

And  fhall  we  not  be  equally  culpable, 
if  we  hefitate  to  divulge  the  miftake  ?  We 
lhall  therefore  be  excufed  the  recolleCtion 
of  a  lofs  fuftained  by  M.  de  *  S'",  captain 
of  a  king’s  fliip,  diftinguiihed  for  his  valour 
in  the  prefent  war,  who  fome  years  ago  loft 
two  beloved  wives,  each  of  whom  died  of 
an  obftinate  hemorrhage,  which  was  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  moft  aClive  cordials. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  examples,  no  lefs  authentic  than 
recent,  will  convince  us,  that  fuch  remedies 
fliould  never  be  adminiftered,  but  in  cafes 
where  the  relaxation  of  the  folids,  and  the 
denfity  of  the  fluids  require  powerful  fti- 
mulants  to  keep  them  in  motion,  to  reftore 
the  relaxed  ofcillations,  and  to  break  down 
the  fluids,  whofe  languid  circulation 
threaten  extindtion  if  noi  immediately  af- 
lifted.  In  fuch  circumftances,  we  acknow-^- 
ledge  them  to  be  real  fpecifics  ;  but,  in  con¬ 
trary  cafes,  they  are  as  certain  poifons ;  for 
by  their  operation,  the  folids,  already  too 
tenfe,  are  excited  to  violent  contradlions, 
which  accelerating  the  motion  of  the  fluids, 
Mull  force  them  out  of  thofe  emundlories 
which  afford  them  the  eafieft  exit. 

The  above-mentioned  eminent  author  (a), 
prefers  cold  w^ater  to  thofe  remedies,  and 
gives  teftimony  of  its  efficacy  by  his  fre¬ 
quent  adminiftration  of  it,  in  a  climate 
much  colder  than  ours,  where  the  women 
are  no  lefs  fubjedl  to  hyfterics,  and  even 
to  a  greater  degree,  efpecially  thofe  who 
indulge  in  the  ufe  of  liqueurs  and  coffee. 
To  the  experience  of  this  great  pliyflcian 
the  following  cafes  may  be  added, 

(a)  f  rcderick  Hoffman. 


Mad, 
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Mad.  la  Marquis  de  ***,  of  a  lively 
knd  warm  conftitution,  was  fafely  brought 
to  bed  of  a  boy  at  Anduze,  and  was  treated 
With  cordials  of  fuch  a  heating  nature  that 
her  health  was  confiderably  injured.  Two 
years  after,  fhe  became  again  pregnant,  was 
brought  to  bed  in  the  fame  town,  and 
again  treated  in  the  fame  mann'er,  which  iil- 
creafed  her  complaints  to  fuch  a  degree  that 
fhe  became  hvfterical. 

Being  pregnant  a  third  time,  fhe  lay  in 
of  a  dead  child  at  Arles.  A  very  confi- 
derable  hcinorrhage  enfued,  attended  with 
convuiriohs,-.  which  alarmed  her  familyj  1 
was  fent  for  in  the  night,  and  found  her 
attendants  preparing  to  give  her  cordials  j 
they  would,  hotwithftanding  my  remon- 

ilrances,  have  given  her  all  forts  of 

•  ^ 

elixirs,  had  I  not  determined  to  flay  by  her 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  I  adminiftered 
cold  water  only,  of  which  fhe  drank  every 
inftaht,  ahd  ih  two  hours  fhe  recovered 
from  her  fits.  The  hemorrhage  became 
more  moderate,  ahd  the  patient  grew  bet- 
tef.  I  m^ade  her  obferve  a  cold  regimmn 
during  the  v/hole  time  of  her  lying-in. 
She  afterwards  took  chicken-broth,  di~ 
■ftilled  wdiey,  and  ufed  the  domeftic  bath, 

X  by 
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by  which  fhe  was  perfectly  reftored  to  her 
former  health. 

A  miller’s  wife,  who  had  been  five  and 
forty  days  brought  to  bed,  was  neverthe- 
lefs  unable  to  rife,  on  account  of  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  hemorrhage.  Convulfions 
enfued,  and  I  was  fent  for.  By  enquiring 
into  the  remote  caufe  which  had  occa- 
fioned  this  hemorrhage,  I  found  that  the 
patient  whilft  in  labour,  had  been  drenched 
with  cordials,  and  that  fhe  had  conflantly 
taken  rich  foup  by  way  of  nourilhment ; 
hence  her  blood  had  imbibed  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  fulphurous  and  alkaline  particles, 
and  becoming  to  an  extraordinary  degree 
rarefied,  produced  this  hemorrhage.  I  cor¬ 
rected  her  regimen:  cold  clyfters  and  chicken- 
ptifan  completed  her  cure. 

It  is  therefore  eafy  to  comprehend  the 
neceffity  of  enquiring  into  the  frequent 
miftakes  in  the  management  of  lying-in 
women,  in  order  to  avoid  them,  and  to 
adminifter  more  efficacious  remedies.  We 
fhall  find  the  treatment,  both  with  regard  to 
food  and  drink,  equally  reprehenfible.  Rich 
foups  made  with  pullet,  partridge  and 
beef,  hot  diuretic  ptifans,  vulnary  herbs, 
to  v/hich  are  fo  readily  attributed  the  pro¬ 
perty 
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petty  of  forcing  the  menfes ;  wine,  orange- 
flower  water,  and  all  kinds  of  cordial  elixirs, 
are  of  inch  an  alkalefcent  nature,  that  they 
rarefy  the  fluids,  irritate  the  folids,  and  thus 
produce-  the  greatefl:  part  of  thofe  evils  which 
are  incident  to  child-birth. 

In  this  fpecies  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  we 
alfo  comprehend  thofe  which  produce  mif- 
carriage,  and  which  are  certainly  of  all 
others  the  moll  dangerous,  as  a  rupture 
of  a  part  of  the  placenta^  fometimes  occa- 
fions  very  confiflerable  apertures,  through 
which  the  blood  efcapes  with  the  more  rapi¬ 
dity,  being  impelled  by  the  contraction  of  the 
veifels,  and  by  a  general  compreflion  in  the 
circulation. 

I  ^ 

It  is  certain  that  the  hejnorrhage  is  fre¬ 
quently  flopped,  or  at  leaft  its  impetuofity 
fufpended,  by  the  expulfion  of  the  fcetus. 
The  uterus  then  contracts,  and  folding  to¬ 
gether,  comprefles  and  flops  the  orifices  of 
the  veflels.  But  if  during  this  efieCt  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  hemorrhage  continues,  it  may  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fatal  confequences. 

To  prevent  thefe  confequences,  we  fhould 
be  careful  to  calm  the  impetuofity  of  the 
fluids,  by  diminifhing  the  pulfations  of  the 
heart :  for  by  this  means  we  fufpend  the 

X  2  hemorrhage, 
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hemorrhage,  and  the  relaxation  of  the  fo- 
lids  thereby  produced  will  facilitate  the  birth, 
as  the  vagina  will  be  lefs  rigid,  and  confe- 
quently  the  uterus  more  acceffible  to  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  hand. 

Cordials  and  the  common  anti-hyfteric 
remedies  are  in  this  cafe  improper;  but 
■emollient  decodions,  diluting  and  cooling 
drinks,  and  fometimes  the  tepid  bath,  may 
be  fubftituted  in  their  place  with  fuccefs, 
efpbcially  when  the  pains  are  fo  violent  as 
to  excite  fpafms  and  convulfions  (a).  I  will 
•relate  two  examples. 

An  apothecary’s  wife,  in  the  feccnd 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  became  fubjed 
to  daily  hyflerical  fits,  which  were  treated 

■with  anti-hyfteric  remedies.  .  She  was  feized 

/ 

(a)  The  curative  precepts  of  the  commentator  of  De¬ 
venter,  fupports  my  opinion  concerning  this  fpecies  of  he- 
frsorrhage.  He  affigns  three  caufes  for  convulfions,  a 
lofs  of  blood,  a  plethora,  and  the  pains  occafioned  by  the 
extreme  diftenfion  of  the  uterus.  He  adds,  that  it  fome¬ 
times  happens  that  the  uterus  is  not  fufficiently  diftended 
when  the  convulfion  comes.  In  this  cafe  we  can  adminifiier 
only  common  remedies.  In  cafe  of  convulfions  proceeding 
from  inanition,  bleeding  is  improper;  this  characlerifes 
the  fccond  caufe.  Emollient  decoctions  may  be  admini- 
fiered  with  fuccefs  in  the  third  clafs.  Dionis  and  Mau- 
riceau  are  of  the  fame  opinion.  Voy,  le  commentateur  de 

Deventer^  p.  198. 

/  with 
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with  convulfions,  and  a  fucceedina:  hemorr- 
hage  threatened  a  fpeedy  mifcarriage.  The 
pain  in  her  loins  became  almoft  infup- 
portable ;  the  abdomen  grew  tenfe  and 
painful,  and  the  patient  was  alternately- 
troubled  with  eardialgia,  cholic  and  fia- 
tuience. 

Inftead  of  the  heating  remedies  which 
had  been  adminiftered,  I  iubilituted  the  moll 
cooling  regimen.  Cold  clyfters,  emollient 
fomentations,  and  drinking  plentifully, 
were  ymt  infufficient  to  relieve  the  fpafm, 
or  the  extreme  tenfion  of  the  nerves  of  the 
uterus-,  it  was  therefore  neceffary’'  to  try- 
more  fpecific  remedies,  and  the  patient 
was,  during  the  hemorrhage,  plunged  into 
the  bath.  This  was  fe’/erai  times  re¬ 
peated,  and  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  pro¬ 
cure  thereby  fach  a  confiderable  calm,  that 
£he  was  at  laft  brought  to-bed  wn'thout  much 


pain,  and  unattended  with  any  extraordinary 
hemorrhaae. 

M.  Kazon,  docienr  regent  of  the  facult-y 
of  medicine  at  Paris,  relates  in  one  of  the 
'  Journ.  de  Med.  (a)  That  the  wife  of  a  ple¬ 
beian,  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a  fanguine  and 


(a)  Vide  h  Journ,  de  MciL  Fcv.  17^6,  p.  no. 
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plethoric  conftitution,  well  made,  and  mo¬ 
derately  fat,  was  attacked  during  the  winter* 
of  the  year  with  a  moft  dreadful  iliac 

palfion,  being  at  the  fame  time  five  months 
gone  with  child. 

M.  Hazon  was  called '  to  her  afiiftance, 
feveral  days  after  the  difeafe  was  confirmed. 
Her  complaints  confifted  of  the  m.oft  into¬ 
lerable  pains  in  the  whole  abdomen.  She 
vomited  her  drinks  almoft  as  foon  as  fhe 
had  taken  them,  and  brought  up  bile,  ac¬ 
companied  fometimes  with  excrementitious 
matter,  moift,  and  of  the  fame  confiftence, 
as  is  generally  difcharged  by  the  common 
emunctary.  Nothing  palTed  downwards. 
Clyfters  came  away  juft  as  they  were  given. 
Her  pain  was  fo  violent  as  to  produce 
convulfions.  The  pulfe  was  full  and  very 
fcverifh.  He  examined  if  there  was  any  rup¬ 
ture,  and  found  all  the  parts  in  their  natural 

ftate. 

To  retard  the  progrefis  of  fo  fatal  a  dif¬ 
eafe,  he  encreafed  her  bleedings  :  She  was 
bled  eight  times  in  the  arm,  and  twice  in 
the  foot.  He  ordered  her  to  drink  linfeed 
tea,  emulfions,  oily  and  compofing  draughts, 
he  alfo  ordered  her  emollient  anodine  clyf- 

ters,  and  fomentations  of  emollient  herbs. 

He 
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He  adminiftered  at  the  fame  time  the  Vichy 
nvaters ;  but  all  were  inefFeftual ;  the  vo¬ 
miting  continued  without  intermiffion,  her 
ftrength  was  greatly  exhaufted,  and  he 
’began  to  be  apprehenfive  for  the  patient’s 
life. 

In  this  melancholy  fituation,  and  having 
tried  almoft  all  the  common  remedies,  he 
altered  his  plan,  and  prefcribed  the  domeftic 
bath.  The  two  firft  bathings  produced  no 
alteration ;  the  fourth  was  attended  v/ith 
better  fuccefs-;  the  veoman  was  delivered 
of  a  dead  child,  and  the  difcharges  took  their 
natural  courfe.  He  thought  for  awhile 
that  the  vomiting  had  ceafed  ;  but  he  found 
himfelf  miftaken,  and  was  obliged  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fame  remedy,  which  operated 
furprifingly.  She  was  put  into  the  bath, 
which  was  made  fomewhat  warmer  than 
ufual,  the  very  day  of  her  delivery.  Before 
the  patient  was  brought  to-bed,  £he  bathed 
twice  a-day,  an  hour  each  time :  but  after- 
wards,  only  once  a  day,  and  remained  but 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  the  water. 
By  perfevering  in  this  method,  the  lochia 
continued,  her  ftools  returned,  the  vomiting 
ceafed,  and  the  pains  w^ere  entirely  re¬ 
moved;  after  which  the  bath  w^as  difcon- 

X  4  tinned : 
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tinued  :  he  then  purged  the  patient  in  or-- 
der  to  carrv  off  the  remains  of  a  fever, 
which  might  elfe  retard  her  perfedt  re-r 


coverv, 

J  V 

This  'pradiice,  he  fays,  may  perhaps  be 
deemed  too  bold,  but  the  cafe  was  exr 
treme ;  the  little  luccefs  of  the  remedies 
which  he  had  before  adniiniflered,  and  ana» 
logy,  determined  him  to  try  this  treat¬ 


ment. 


It  is  fome  years,  he  adds,  fmee  I  faw  a 
lady,  who  having  been  attacked  with  an 
hyfterical  complaint,  had  tried  every  re¬ 
medy,  and  was  at  laft  relieved  by  the  do- 
meflic  bath.  She  went  into  the  water,  even 
during  the  time  of  menftruation,  and  by  this 
means  facilitated  the  difeharge.  Whenever 
the  bath  was  fufpended,  the  hvllerics  returned 


v.dth  more  violence. 

The  world  will  doubtlefs  confider  M, 

•  -  •  t 

Hazon  and  me  as  too  very  rafh  prafli- 
tioners,  and  I  am  confident  will  never 

t  ■  ^ 

adapt  our  method,  becaufe  it  is  new,  and 
fubjedl  to  many  inconveniences.  To  plunge 
a  pregnant  woman  into  the  bath,  qin  fc 
hlefj'e,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  birth,  were 
to  take  leave  of  your  fenlcs,  and  to  fubjedl 
vourfelf  to  the  moft  fevere  cenfurc.  Never- 

thelefs. 


I 
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tlielefs,  whatever  reafons  may  be  advanced 
by  thofe  who  oppofe  this  fyflem,  they  will 
find  in  my  theory  the  rnofl  folid  refutations, 
which  are  ftrenethened  ilill  more  bv  the 

f  O  w 

following  cates. 

How  greatly  will  their  furprite  encreafe, 
when  they  lee  that  I  adininifter  this  re¬ 
medy,  not  only  for  mifearriages,  but  even 
^t  the  time  of  the  lochia,  when  the  fymp- 
toms  are  fo  urgent  as  to  require  this  af- 
fiuance.  The  three  following  cafes,  ad^ 
drefied  to  the  author  of  the  Jonrnah  wTich 
I  fliall  here  tranferibe,  will  afford  a  vafl  field 
pf  refiedion  to  the  incredulous. 

LETTER  to  the  Author  of  the 
Journal  de  Medicine. 

'  S  I  R, 

I  was  penetrated  with  the  utmoft  grati¬ 
tude  on  reading  your  journal  of  this  month  - 
(a),  at  the  beginning  of  which  i  found  an  ex- 

I 

trad  from  nay  efi'ay  on  the  vapours,  which 
you  were  pleafed  to  communicate  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Encouraged  by  your  approbation,  I  fliall 
very  foon  refume  my  pen,  to  finifh  a  work 

(a)  Journal  de  mov.  de  Few  hr  ^  176x5  p»  195. 


tvliich 
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which  I  had  but  juft  fketched.  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  laboured  by  myfelf  in  this  troublefome 
undertaking;  other  phylicians  are  at  laft 
influenced  by  my  example,  and  my  method 
is  attended  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  pradlifed  with  fatisfadlion. 

Amiongft  the  many  cafes  communicated  to 
me,  I  know  that  you  have  received  one, 
which  in  my  opinion  deferves  to  be  inferted 
in  your  Journals ;  the  fubjed  is  a  Dutch 
captain  in  a  ftate  of  phrenfy,  M.  Debaux, 
phyflcian  at  Marfeilles,  who  has  lately  w^rote 
in  favour  of  innoculation,  is  the  author. 

M.  Felix,  phyflcian  at  Mornas  (a),  wrote  to 
me  in  the  name  of  his  brethten,  a  letter 
equally  polite  and  fatisfactory,  informing  me 
of  a  thoufand  wonders  performed  under  his 
own  eye.  Since  the  publication  of  my  eflay, 
I  have  colledted  a  number  of  very  interefting 
cafes,  which  I  fhall  communicate  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  due  time;  but  I  cannot  at  prefent  re- 
ftrain  myfelf  from  informing  you,  that  I 
very  lately  plunged  three  lying-in  women 
into  the  w'ater,  one  of  whom  is  indebted  to 
me  for  her  life. 

She  is  a  Marfeilles  lady,  married  to 
M.  Lacroix,  a  merchant  of  that  town,  who 

(a)  A  little  town  of  Comtat. 


came 
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came  hither  on  bufmefs  of  confequence. 
She  is  about  three  and  twenty,  and  was 
fubjeft  to  hyfterics  fome  years  before  her 
marriage.  She  was  attended  by  a  Mar- 
feilles  furgeon,  who  always  treated  her  in 
his  own  way.  The  fits  were  fufpended  by 
her  pregnancy,  and  it  was  fuppofed  that 
her  lying-in  would  complete  her  cure.  She 
really  continued  well  till  the  twenty-fe- 
cond  day  after  delivery,  when  the  hyfteric 
fits  returned  with  increafed  violence ;  de¬ 
lirium  enfued,  and  at  the  fame  time  her  jaw 
and  tongue  remained  rigid  and  motionlefs, 
but  the  lochia  received  no  check. 

The  bath  was  the  only  remedy  that  could 
give  relief;  but  the  lochial  difcharge  which 
was  violent,  fupported  the  ofiftinacy  of  her 
prejudiced  attendants,  and  I  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  adminifter  this  remedy.  They 
confented  however  to  the  frequent  appli~ 
cation  of  cold  clyfters  and  continual  fo¬ 
mentations.  Thefe  remedies  were  infuffi- 
cient,  as  the  patient  had  not  been  able 
during  the  three  days  of  their  adminiftra- 
tion,  to  fwallow  a  fingle  drop  of  water: 
we  were  then  permitted  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  tepid  bath.  The  three  firfi,  in 
which  the  patient  remained  four  hours  at 

a  time, 
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a  time,  produced  no  effedl ;  but  the  fourth 
removed  the  hyfterical  fymptoms.  She  ufed 
the  bath  for  a  month  fucceflivelv,  and  the 
lochial  difcharge  continued  the  whole 
time. 


Mad.  S  forty  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  hyfterical  by  inheritance,  and  from 
the  age  of  puberty  was  afliidted  wdth  fevere 
pain,  occafioned  by  an  extraordinary 
fw^elling  in  the  hemorrhoidal  vefi'els,  which 
toward  the  latter  end  of  a  lying-in  produced 
ccnvulfions.  Topical  applications  were 
inelfedlual.  ■  The  lochia  neverthelefs  con¬ 
tinued,  which  made  her  friends,  for  a  long 
while,  dubious  concerning  the  bath it 
was  however  necell'ary  to  determine.  The 
nrft  bathing  confiderably  alleviated  the 
fymptoms,  and  the  fifth  rempved  them 

y  J*- 

entirely. 

Some  days  following,  Pvladam  ^  p  *  after 
a  painful  labour,  lay-in  of  a  dead  child.  A 
fever  enfued ;  and  Die  w-as  afilidted  wdth 
fciatic  pains,  accompanied  wdth  exceifive 
heat  in  her  right  thigh,  which  obliged  her 
to  apply  for  afiiftance.  Chichen-water  and 
cold  clyflers  wmrc  infuPncient  5  it  w^as  there¬ 
fore  neccflarv  to  adminifter  the  tepid  bath, 
w'liich  after  a  verv  long  courfe,  removed  the 
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real  caufe  of  the  dlfeafe  and  all  its  confe- 
quences,  without  in  the  leaf:  difturbing  the 
lochial  difcharge. 

I  have  reafon  to  conclude,  from  repeated 
experiments  of  this  nature,  that  the  tepid 
bath  is  the  moft  powerful  fpecific  in  all 
hyflerical  complaints. 


\ 


C  H  A  P. 


C,  318  ] 


I 


CHAP.  XXXII. 

Co7nplicated  Suppre£ion  of  the  Lochia^. 

IT  is  evident  from  the  cafes  above  re¬ 
cited,  that  both  the  fuppreffion  and 
immoderate  flow  of  the  menfes,  are  effedts 
of  the  fame  caufe.  From  the  fame  theory, 
and  from  the  following  pradtical  experi¬ 
ments,  it  is  equally  demonftrable,  that  the 
feveral  dilorders  of  the  hemorrhoidal  flux, 
are  the  refult  of  one  caufe.  Why  fhould  not 
the  fuppreflion  ef  the  lochia  proceed  trom  the 
fame  difeafe  by  which  the  different  kinds  of 
hemorrhages  are  produced,  whether  immo¬ 
derate  or  fupprefled  ? 

We  have,  in  a  preceding  chapter,  afligned 
the  caufe  of  uterine  hemorrhages  to  a  con- 
vulfed  ftate  of  the  nerves,  and  to  the  im¬ 
petuous  circulation  of  the  different  fluids 
in  the  uterus ;  and  it  has  been  alfo  men¬ 
tioned,  that  if  the  violent  impetuofity  of 
the  blood  fhould  predominate  over  the  dif¬ 
eafe  of  the  folids,  the  hemorrhage  wall  then 
be  immoderate;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
the  rigidity  of  the  folids  be  fuperior  to  this 

confti- 


/ 
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conftitution  of  the  blood  and  other  fluids, 
the  hemorrhage  will  then  be  fuppreffed.  We 
are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  theory,  as  the 
effedf  of  the  remedies  which  it  indicates,  cor- 
refponds  with  the  curative  precepts  which  it 
eftablifhes ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  by  relaxing 
the  fpafm  of  xhtiiterns.^  we  promote  the  lochia, 
and  thereby  remedy  the  different  evils  at¬ 
tending  their  irregularity. 

The  importance  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the 
difficulty  of  convincing  thofe  who  are  pre¬ 
judiced,  obliges  me  to  multiply  examples, 
for  which  reafon  I  lhall  not  hefitate  in  ex- 
pofing  the  miftakes  of  our  art,  by  publifh- 
ing  without  partiality,  the  evidence  of  ex¬ 
perience  againft  common  pradice,  in  cafes 
of  this  nature. 

A  woman  of  the  town  was  privately 
brought  to  bed  oTa  dead  child.  The  con- 
ftant  anxiety,  frights  and  apprehenfion  in¬ 
cidental  to  hqr  fituation,  followed  by  def- 
pair,  were  the  caufes  of  her  difficult  la¬ 
bour.  A  fever  immediately  enfued,  and 
the  lochia  were  fuppreffed.  A  phyfician 
was  called  in,  and  her  confidants  became  fo 
numerous,  that  her  difeafe  was  no  longer 
myflery. 


She 
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She  was  firll  bled  in  the  njena  faphena\ 
notwithftanding  which  her  fever  encreafedj 
and  became  every  moment  more  violent. 
The  fame  remedy  was  frequently  repeated, 
■vvhich  fo  far  from  producing  a  calm, 
brought  on  delirium  and  convullioas.  The 
patient  then  became  inacceilible ;  her  two 
doctors  ■were  frighted,  for  having  been  fre¬ 
quently  threatened  by  their  frantic  patient, 
they  durft  not  approach  her,  and  ■were 
therefore  obliged  to  meet  at  the  foot  of  the 
,  flairs. 

In  this  place  they  confulted  on  the  poor 
woman’s  cafe.  We  are  told  that  they  Vv^ere 
not  agreed  as  to  the  part  in  which  fhe  ought 
to  be  bled.  The  queftion  ■was,  whether  bleed- 
ine  in  the  foot  w’as  revulfiveor  derivative  with 
regard  to  the  uterus,  and  therefore,  whether 
in  this  cafe  falutary  or  prejudicial.  A  thou- 
■  fand  cogent  reafons  ftrengthened  each  difpu- 
tant  in  his  owm  opinion ;  neither  of  them 
would  recede,  and  flie  was  bled  both  in  the 
arm  and  foot,  nfque  ad  miitationem  colons. 
Her  nhrcnzv  was  by  this  means  calmed.  But 

..k.  J  ^ 

by  raa  unexpected  fatality,  flie  died  in  a  few 
davs. 

Yv''e  liave  been  told,  that  the  moil  vio¬ 
lent  agitations  of  mind,  frights  and  alarms 

had 
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iiad  preceded  this  woman’s  delivery,  and 
doiibtlefs  brought  on  her  diforder.  In  Ihorf, 
thp  extreme  diffipation  of  the  animal  fpirits, 
the  violent  contradion  of  the  heart  and  vef- 
fels  agitated  the  mafs  of  the  fluids  ;  the  cir¬ 
culation  was  thereby  difturbed  and  difordered : 
hence  the  uterus  became  violently  affeded, 
and  the  fcetus  being  unable  to  fuftain  the 
fhock,  was  confeqiiently  expelled.  This  was 
attended  with  painful  efforts,  and  very  confi- 
derable  dlfcharge,  by  which  the  fibres  be¬ 
came  dry  and  rigid  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  from 
that  moment  they  were  deprived  of  their  elaf- 


The  difturbed  circulation,  and  the  ob- 

frrudlon  of  the  capilary  veflels,  (the  eifedt 

/ 

of  cornuofity)  brought  on  the  fever.  The 
fpafmodic  contradion  of  the  veflels  of  the 
occafioned  the  fuppreflion  of  the  lochia, 
and  their  reflux  to  the  brain  produced  deli¬ 
rium  and  convulfions.  W  hat  was  to  be  done 
in  this  extremity  ■?  The  only  indication  to  be 
obferved,  were  doubtlefs  to  appeafe  the  dif¬ 
turbed  circulation  of  the  blood  and  fpirits, 
and  to  relax  the  fpafms  of  the  uterus.  Moif- 
tenlng  and  relaxing  remedies  were  alone  ca¬ 
pable  of  producing  thefe  efi'eds ;  for  by 
moderating  the  motion  of  the  fluids,  they 

Y  would 


would  have  counteracted  the  dangerous  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  plethora;  and  by  relaxing  the 
fpafms  of  the  uterus^  would  by  thus  preparing 
the  proper  emunCtaries,  have  promoted  the' 
difcharge  of  the  lochia. 

The  melancholy  effeCts  of  fo  many  re¬ 
peated  bleedings  will  corroborate  my  opi¬ 
nion,  for'by  diminillring  the  volume  of  bloody 
the  circulation  of  the  fluids  was  accelerated, 
and  the  contractions  of  the  heart  became  more 
frecjuent ::  thus  the  fpafms  were  increafed, 
and  the  fuppreffion  produced  (a).  This  theory 
deferves  to  be  illuftrated  by  the  effeCts  of  a 
contrary  praCtice. 

A  friend  of  the  perfon  juft  mentioned,  was* 
on  the  day  that  the  was  brought  to  bed,  pro- 
digioufly  alarmed,  having  taken  it  into  her 
head  that  her  cafe  was  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
deceafed.  Hyfterics  foon  followed,  and  the 

(a)  The  perfons  intereffed  in  the  life  of  Mad.  de 
and  thofe  who  have  been  informed  of  the  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  difeafe  and  death,  of  this  lady,  will  now  difco- 
ver  the  error.  For  is  it  not  evident  that  the  inflammation^, 
of  the  uterus^  and  the  confequent  fuppreffion  of  the  lochia,,, 
were  theelFedts  of  fpafm  ?  If  they  had  judged  in  this  man¬ 
ner  concerning  this  youngdady,  they  would  certainly  have 
been  more  fparing  of  their  bleedings  ;  and  the  feveral  pains^ 
of  which  fhe  was  fenfible  even  to  her  lafc  moment,  would 
snofl  infallibly  have  yielded  to  the  tepid  bath. 


lochia 
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lochia  dlfappeared :  a  fever  enflied,  accom-* 
panied  with  fuffocation  and  delirium,  which 
perfedtly  chara(3;erifed  the  difeafe  fhe  fo  much 
dreaded.  The  curative  iiidications  were  the 
fame ;  hut  it  was  ne'ceffary  to  adminiller  dif¬ 
ferent  remedies.  An  einulfion,  for  want  of 
ehicken-ptifan,  continual  emolient  fomen¬ 
tations,  and  cooling  clyfters,  foon  mitigated 
the  fever  and  delirium,  and  on  the  third  day 
the  lochia  returned. 

In  the  month  of  January  i  763,  I  was 
called  to  Macon.,  by  M.  de  Franchelin,  prefi- 
dent  au  Preftdial  of  this  town.  His  nerves 
were  fo  extremely  irritated  by  every  fpecies 
of  pharmaceutic  remedies,  that  he  was  una«' 
hie  to  come  to  Arles  for  my  advice  (a).  Du¬ 
ring  my’’  flay  in  this  town,  I  was  intreated  by 
two  charitable  ladies  to  vifit  a  poor  lying-ia 
woman-,  I  went  immediately  and  found  her 
in  bed, -where  flie  had  been  confined  for  more 
than' a  month  by  a  fever,  and  a  fnppreffion  of  ■ 
the  lochia,  fince  the  fixth  day  after  delivery^ 
Her  belly  was  diftended,  painful,  and  confti- 
pated  ;  fhe  was  afflided  with  fuch  ievere  he« 

(a)  The  inhabitants  of  Macon  v/ere  the  more  furpri fed 
at  M.  de  Franc  he]  ins’  perfecl  recovery^  as  his  ciiorder  bad 
been  pronounced  incurable  before  my  arrivai^'and  alter  riiy 

departurCi 

y  2  ■  morrhoidal 
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morrhoidal  pains,  that  fhe  had'  not  flept  a.. 

moment  from  the  time  of  her  being  brought 
to-bed. 

An  apothecary  of  Macon,  who  atteiided' 
this  poor,  woman,  attributed  thofe  various 
fymptoms  to  the  fappreffi'on  of  the  lochia  t 
he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  recall  this 
evacuation;  he  adminiftered  the  different' 
vulnaries,  diuretic  and  warm  ptifans  of  every 
kind  for  a  month ;  and  the  poor  Vvomam 
merely  by  the  effeft  of  thefe  pretended  fpe- 
cifics,  would  certainly  have  died  of  an  in- 
'  flammation  in  the  abdomen,,  had  not  chance 
brought  me  to  her  affiftance. 

I  immediately  altered  the  method  of  treat-' 
ment.  The  patient,  by  my  order,  got  out  of 
bed,  though  her  fever  continued.  I  made  her 
drink  plentifully  of  cooling  ptifan,  ordered, 
her  frequent  clyflers,  and  conftant  fomenta¬ 
tions,  which  in  a  few  days  compleated 
her  cure. 

Madam  Chiris,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,. 
W'^as  brought  to-bed  of  two  children,  the 
eighth  of  December  1759.  Her  labour  was 
extremely  difficult  and  painful :  fhe  had' 
many  hyfterical  fymptoms,  and  conftant 
faintings,  during  which  her  attendants  gave 

he.r 
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ther  all  the  fpirituous  elixirs  they  could  pro¬ 
cure.  A  fever  was  the  confequeuce. 

Her  tongue  and  throat  were  cjry ;  violeat 
•cholic  and  a  fuppreffion  of  the  Idchia  fuper- 
vened  •:  a  vomiting  not  unlike  the  iliac  paf- 
fion  (a),  fuffocation,  and  delirium  threatened 
■immediate  death,  if  the  patient  had  not  been 
expeditioufly  relieved. 

The  bath  was  the  more  indicated,  fmce  its 

wonderful  effedts  in  the  cafe  of  M.  Hazon’s 

patient.  The  extreme  tenfion  of  the  intedi- 

nal  canal,  and  the  fpafm  of  the  uterus^  re- 

►  * 

quired  immediate  moiftners.  The  feverityof 
the  feafon  was  no  obdaele  to  the  efficacy  of 
this  remedy;  but  it  confirmed  the  prejudice 
•of  thofe  who  were  interefied  in  the  patient’s 
life.  They  would  not  therefore  confent  to 
the  bath,  till  every,  other  remedy  fficmld  be 
found  infufficient.  We  were  confequently 
obliged  to  fubmit,  and  to  -reconcile  the  cure 
•of  this  difeafe,  with  the  difficulties  by  which 
it  is  conftantly  oppofed.  Chicken-water,  cold 
clyflers,  and-  emollient  fomentations  were 
preferred  to  the  tepid  bath.  She  drank  abun¬ 
dantly,  as  eight  pints  of  ptifan  were  fcarce 
fufiicient  from  night  till  morning.  The  fever 
rvas  mitigated  in  tw-enty-four  hours,  the  vo- 

>  Y  3  '  '  mitins' 

(a)  Vide  the  cafe  related  by  M,  Hazon. 
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niiting  jind  pains  cealecl  the  following  day, 
and  on  the  third  day  the  lochia  were  reflored. 

■■  After  this  account,  it  is  natural  to  conclude, 
that  the  vomiting,  the  inteftinal  cholic,  the 
fpafm  of  the  uterus,  and  the  fever,  were  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  cordials,  which  by  their  acrid 
and  cauftic  particles,  irritated  the  nervous 
f^hem,  and  difordered  the  whole  machine. 
To  remedy  thefe  evils,  fhould  we  a  fecond 
time  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  treatment,  or 

rather  be  confined  to  the  opening  of  the, 
faphena  ?  ' 

Vvdiat  recourfe  !  or  more  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  what  weaknefs  in  the  phyficians !  It 
IS  true,  tirat  by  tnis  means  we  diminiih  the 
•volume  of  the  rarefied  blood  which  is  confined 
in  the  veifels,  their  diameter  being  reduced 
by  the  cornuofity  of  their  fibres  ;  and  thus 
we  prevent  in  fome  degree  their  fufFo.cation  • 
•and  inflammation. 

But  how  are  we  to  remedy  the  tenfion  of 
the  entire  nervous  fyftem,  and  the  fpafm  of 
the  uterus^  from  whence  thefe  various  fymp- 
toms  proceed?  Here  phyfic hefitates  and  re¬ 
mains  filent.  It  v/as  doubtlefs  referved  for- 
the  youngefi;  and  moft  refolute  to  break  the 
charm;  water  alone  will,  on  fome  future  day, 
triumph  over  prejudice  and  error.  Suppref- 

fed 
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fed  lochia,  immoderate  difcharge,  obftrudted 
menfes,  difordered  brain,  oppreffion,  fpaf- 
modic  inteftines  ;  in  ihort,  the  reftoration  of 
■the  whole  machine  from  a  ftate  of  total  ruin, 
wdll  hereafter  proclaim  the  miraculous  power 
of  our  art.  The  cafes  which  I  have  juft  re¬ 
lated,  will  ferve  as  a  fhield  againft  the  aflaults 
of  obftinate  incredulity. 

If  after  all  there  are  yet  phyficians  .and  pa¬ 
tients  who  are  obftinately  determined  to  be 
-deceived,  I  fay  with  Pliny :  ’uult  dccipi., 

.decipiatur„ 

Before  I  •conolude,  I  cannot  help  afking 
,my  brethren  of  the  faculty,  Whether  the 
theory  on  which  my  fyftem  is  built,  be  not 
.  as  eafily  comprehended  from  its  fimplicity, 
,as  that  fo  ingenioufly  imagined  by  M.  Aftruc, 
in  his  treatife  on  the  .difeaies  of  women  ?  If 
they  judge  wuthout  prejudice,  they  will  more 
readily  agree  with  my  opinion, .as  it  does  not 
-entirely  differ  from  M..  AftruG’s  idea,  that 
learned  phyfician  having  alfo  difcovered  the 
cornuofity  of  the  nerves  of  the  uterus.,  to  be 
■one  of  the  eaufes  of  the  fuppreftion  of  the 
menfes  (a).  There  is  nothing  more  required 
at  prefent,  than  to  acknowledge  this  caufe  to 
be  one  of  the  moft  frequent,  and  the  only  one 
{a)  Vide  Aftruc. nVflO,  p.  106,.  tom.  1.  fecond  edit. 

y  4  to 
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to  be  attacked  in  hyfterical  affe(5};ions.  The 

praQtcal  cafes  by  which  this  fyftem  is  fup- 

ported,  are  I  hope  fufficient  to  convince  the 
faculty. 


From  thefe  confiderations  it  will  probably 
be  allowed,  that  this  fecond  part  of  M. 
Aftruc’s  work  (a),  is  by  no  means  equal  to 
the  hrfl;  we  have  therefore  a  right  to  expedfc 
a  ieries  of  contrary  experiments,  unlefs  he  ra¬ 
ther  chufes  at  once  to  adopt  our  opinions. 
We  do  not  expeft  a  formal  recantation,,  be¬ 
ing  too  fenfible  of  our  inferiority ;  but  we 
arefanguineinourwdfliesto  obtain  M.  Aftruc’s 
approbation,  as  theconquefl  of  fo  refpeftable 
a  member  would  infallibly  influence  the  w'hole 
corps  ;  and  medicine  would  ceafe  to  blufii  at 
lier  infufh  cience  in  this  difeafe. 


(a)  La  pratique, 
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Regimen^ 

I  SHOULD  be  guilty  of  omiffion,  were 
I  not  to  fubjoin  certain  dietetic  rules, 
for  thofe  wbo  are  fubjed  to  the  vapours. 
Some  would  with  reafon  complain  of  my 
infufficiency,  and  others  would  be  autho- 
rifed  to  perfevere  in  their  erroneous  way  of 
living. 

To  avoid  therefore  the  reproach  of  feme, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  inftrud:  others,  we 
lhall  difplay  our  dietetic  rules,  deducing 
them  from  the  quality  of  the  vaporous  temt 
perament,  The  undertaking  would  be  too 

5  I  it  neceflary,  with  the 
ancients,  minutely  to  diferiminate  the  dif¬ 
ferent  temperaments,  and  to  alTign  to  each 
a  particular  regimen;  they  were  perhaps 
above  our  capacity;  we  fhall  therefore 
confine  ourfelves,  to  that  only  which  we  de¬ 
nominate  vaporous  or  melancholic;  that 

is  to  fay,  dry,  bilious,  irritable,  atrabilarius, 
and  fanguine. 

To  prove  the  exiftence  of  this  conftitu- 

tion, 
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tion,  let  us  defcribe  it  by  its  efFediS.  The 
melancholic  man,  according  to  the  an¬ 
cients,  is  dry,  thin,  pale,  brown,  or  black, 
very  fenhble  of  cold,  or  to  the  iinpreffion 
of  exterior  objects,  digefts  ill,  .is  fubjed  to 
flatulence,  and  to  the  hemorrhoids,  confti- 
pated,  makes  much  urine,  and  difcharges  a 
great  quantity  of  pituitous  matter,  from  the 
emundories  natural  to  this  humour,  Such 
fhould  be  our  ideas  of  the  melancholic  con- 
ftitution. 

Deforder  and  precipitance  in  the  digeftive 
organs,  fpiffitude,  bile,  tenfion,  and  drynefs 
of  the  folids,  almoft  equal  to  rigidity,  are 
the  elements  of  the  melancholic  conftitu- 
tion;  melancholic,  becaufe  dejedion  and 
diflidence  are  generally  united  with  the 
other  fymptoms. 

The  regimen  appropriated  to  this  confti- 
tution,  fhould  be  regular.  The  great  art 
confifts  in  introducing  into  the  blood  a 
quantity  of  moifture,  fufficient  to  divide 
the  parts  which  are  too  contiguous,  and 
after  mixing  wdth  them  intimately,  to  cir¬ 
culate  with  the  general  mafs  of  fluids. 
All  aliments  difficult  of  digeftion,  and  con- 

fet|uently 
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fequently  capable  of  generating  vlfcidityj 
fliould  be  avoided. 

Unfermented  farinacious  aliment,  and  dry 
pulfe,  are  alfo  prohibited ;  and  fuch  fubftances 
as  are  liable  to  putrefaction  in  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines  are  likewife  dangerous,  be-^ 
caufe  fome  of  their  particles  mull  abide  in. 
fomepart  of  the  body. 

The  melancholic  conftitution  is  there¬ 
fore  almoft  entirely  reduced  to  thofe  ali- 
jnents,  whofe  texture  is  neither  too  loofe 
nor  too  compact. 

Well-fermented  bread,  plain  meats,  of 
the  fleih  of  animals  that  feed  on  herbs,  and 
young  fowls,  fhould  conftitute  their  chief 
nourifhment ;  the  feafoning  fhould  confift 
only  of  pot-herbs,  which  fhould  be  con- 
flantly  ufed,  their  juices  being  faponaceous 
and  light,  from  a  chile  capable  of  augment¬ 
ing  without  forcing  the  fecretions ;  they 
ferve  as  a  vehicle  to  the  water,  in  mixing 
it  with  the  blood,  and  at  the  fame  time  mo¬ 
derately  ftimulate  the  folids. 

We  fhould  always  be  fearful  of  aroma-^ 
tics.  By  exciting  the  ofcillation  of  the 
flomach,  and  increafing  its  aClion,  we  may 
injure  the  folids,  and  bring  on  the  danger  of 

imme- 
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immeability,  which  the  denfity  of  the 
blood  will  occafion  in  dry  and  inflexible 
velTels.  Coffee  and  chocolate  will  produce 
this  efFe<a  :  their  oily  and  inflammable  fub- 
ftanee  will  irritate  the  villous  coat  of  the 
ftomach,'  and  inflame  the  mafs  of  fluids. 
Hence  we  believe  that  they  are  pernicious 
to  the  vaporous  conflitution  ;  therefore  we 
prohibit  their  ufcj  though  with  regret  j  as 
alfo  every  fpecies  of  paftry,  made  difhes 
prepared  with  pafte,  eggs,  oil,  butter,  milk, 
honey,  and  many  other  things  of  the  fame 
nature,  which  by  fermenting  in  the  flo- 
mach,  produce  flatulence,  and  difturb  the 
dieeftion. 

The  choice  ot  drink,  in  this  conflitution, 
equally  requires  our  attention.  Wine,  in« 
flead  of  diluting  and  diflblving  the  aliment, 
hardens,  and  renders  it  more  compadl;  it 
heats,  dries,  and  contrads  the  flomach,  and 
confequently  deftroys  the  appetite. 

It  is  therefore  neceflary  to  interdid  the 
ufe  of  wine,  and  to  be  flill  more  Arid  in  our 
prohibition  of  liqneurs^  thefe  agreeable  poi- 
fons,  whofe  foundation  is  fpirit  of  wine. 
Liquors  of  this  hot  nature,  by  their  caufli- 
city,  crifp,  contrgd,  condence,  and  burn 

the 
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tiie  fluid  and  folid  parts  of  the  body,  even 
more  powerfully  than  wine. 

Water  is  therefore  the  only  rational  be- 
veiridge ;  it  is  water  only  which  fufficiently 
and  without  emotion,  dilutes  our  food, 
cleanfes  the  ftomach,  excites  appetite,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Hippocrates,  who  calls  it  vora¬ 
cious;  water  preferves  the  fluidity  of  our 
humours,  and  by  maintaining  the  flexi¬ 
bility  and  fupplenefs  of  the  veflels,  pre- 
lerves  health. 

That  water  which  is  clear,  light,  pure, 
and  without  mixture,  is  efteemed  the  mofi: 
v/holefome.  Rain-water  being  the  moft 
fubtile,  has  alfo  deferved  the  preference. 

That  which  comes  neareft  to  it  in  its 
nature  and  goodnefs,  is  river-water,  taken 
from  the  middle  of  the  current,  and  kept 
fome  time  in  a  veflel,  till '  depofiting  the 
extraneous  particles,  it  becomes  clear  and 
limpid.  It  may  then  he  preferved  whole 
years,  not  to  fay  ages.  Such  is  the  water 
we  drink  at  Arles,  with  whofe  value  our 
neighbours  are  not  fufficiently  acquainted, 
though  fo  highly  extolled  by  the  celebrated 
James  Spon,  phyfician  at  Lyons  (a), 

(a)  Obferv.  rara  circa  aqu,  Rhodani,  Jacob  Spon,  Med, 
Lugd.  Adla  erud.  an.  1675. 
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Spring-water  is  the  next  in  quality ;  but 
well-water  fhould  be  entirely  rejefted.  In 
thefe  various  waters,  the  vaporous  patient 
will  find  a  moft  certain  remedy :  he  cannot 
take  too  large  a  quantity,  Avicene  fays  i 
Tales  jejuna  ’ventriculo  fotie  Jlomachum 
abluuntt  alvum  fubducunt^  call  doloribus  opi- 
tulantur  (a).  Experience  convinces  us,  that 
the  only  prefervative  againft  flatulent  cho- 
lics,  to  which  hyfterical  people  are  very 
fubjeft,  is  a  copious  beverage  of  warm  water, 
taken  every  morning  falling,  and  fometimes 
even  after  meals* 

We  will  add  to  this  elogium,  that  of 
Rondeletius,  who  alTures  us,  that  he  has 
cured  the  gout  by  the  ufe  of  cold  water 
only :  Ego  multoties  aqute  frigide  potu  po~ 
dagrlcos  fanavi ;  quod  facilius  fuccedit  in  b'l-^ 
hliofi  (b).  Sylvaticus  alfo  vaunts  of  its 
fuccefs,  and  even  prefcribes  it  to  all  gouty 
patients  (c).  Martianus  gives  us  a  ftriking 
example :  Solo  aquie  frigid^e  potu  Berne^ 
rius  Cardinalis  a  podagra  liber atus  ejl  (d)« 

(a)  Avicene,  lib.  i.  fe£t.  2.  cap.  i6.  p.  102. 

(b)  Rondeletius,  p.  6i I.' 

(c)  Sylvaticus,  cap.  i.  obferv^  i, 

(d)  Martianus  in  Hypccr. 

Ballonius 
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Ballonius  tell  us  :  Miror  cur  in  herpetihus^ 
injlaniniationibusy  in  quibus  humebfandi  et  re- 
frigerandi  coiyilium  eji'y  non  potius  ad^aquam 
accedamus  (e).  Riverius  affures  us,  that  he 
has  more  frequently  reftored  the  menftrual 
flux  by  the  ufe  of  cold  water  only,  tha'n  by 
any  other  emmenagogue :  De  menfibiis  vi-' 
tiojis  five fubjflentibus folius  aqu£  repetito  ufii^ 
prijlinum  fiuxuin  rejlitutum fuijfe  hoc  Jim- 
plici  remedio  plus  prpflitiituni  fuijfe  quam 
allis  emnienagogis  (f).  Ridlinus  allures  us, 
that  he  has  cured  a  number  of  atrabilarius 
and  mad  patients  by  this  remedy  alone : 
He  adds,  ciijus  iifu  chacheciici  tube  confecH 
convalefcunt  (g).  But  it  were  needlefs  to  have 
recourfe  to  authorities,  if  we  would  confult 
reafon  and  nature,  which  informs  us,  that 
water  was  defigned  by  the  Creator  for  the 
common  drink  of  man,  and  of  every  ani¬ 
mated  being. 

But  however  fcrupulous  the  hyfterical 
patient  may  be  in  the  choice  of  his  proper 
food,  and  falutary  drink,  he  will  not  be 
much  the  better,  if  he  does  not  alfo  ufe 

(e)  Ballonius,  lib.  I.  epidem.  p,  106. 

(f)  River,  lib.  4.  cap.  24. 

(g)  Redlinus^  lin.med.  an.  1637.  lin.  25* 


moderate 
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itioderate  exercife.  He  fliould  continuall/ 
recoiled  thefe  words  of  Celfus;  labour 
flrengthens,  and  idlenefs  enervates  the  body : 
Otium  corpus  hebetate  labor  jirmat.  Exer¬ 
cife  diverts  and  enlivens  the  mind  by  pre- 
fenting  a  variety  of  objeds,  it  moderately 
increafes  the  fpring  of  every  fibre,  renders 
their  ofcillations  equal,  duly  divides  and 
attenuates  the  fluids,  and  facilitates  their 
motion ;  caufes  the  nervous  fluid  to  circu¬ 
late  uniformly  to  the  feveral  parts  of  the, 
body,  wonderfully  aflifts  the  fecretions  and 
excretions,  increafes  the  appetite,  renders 
all  the  parts  more  fu'pple  and  difpofed  to 
perform  with  expedition  their  feveral  func¬ 
tions.  Thus  it  invigorates  the  body,  gra¬ 
dually  diflipates  every  caufe  of  irregularity 
in  the  motion  of  the  fluids  and  folids,  re- 
ftores  their  harmony,  and  fo  effedually 
difpels  the  vapours,  according  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  thofe  who  have  conftantly  experi¬ 
enced  its  falutary  eifeds,  that  it  is  fuperior 
to  all  other  remedies,  efpecially  if  aflifted 
by  the  regimen  p'refcribed. 

Riding  a  horfeback  deferves  the  prefer¬ 
ence.  It  is  performed  without  much  fa¬ 
tigue,  without  exhaufting  the  ftrength,"  and 

according 
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according  to  Sydenham,  without  much 
wafte  of  fpirits.  It  equally  and  gently 
fhakes  every  part  of  the  body,  and  chiefly 
the  njifcera  of  the  abdomen,  which  are  in 
fome  degree  fufpended  and  floating ;  it 
helps  digeftion,  confequently-  prevents  ob- 
ftrudtion,  and  removes  thofe  already  formed, 
which  in  the  end  would  be  the  fource  of 
a  thoufand  complaints.  We  therefore  moft 
earneftly  recommend  this  exercife,  as  with¬ 
out  it  all  other  remedies  would  be  inef- 
fedtual,  and  in  fome  cafes  even  prejudi¬ 
cial. 

Our  dietetic  rules  extend  even  to  the 
paflions.  The  foul  and  the  body  are  in 
fuch  a  manner  united,  that  the  affedlions 
of  the  one  are  reciprocally  communicated 
to  the  other;  this  mutual  intercourfe  is 
performed  by  the  nervous  fibres.  The 
imprefiions  of  the  body  are,  by  means  of 
the  nerves,  very  foon  tranfmitted  to  the 
feat  of  the  foul.  The  foul  in  its  turn, 
being  fenfibly  affedled,  violently  fhakes  the 
nervous  fibres,  and  excites  extraordinary 
and  irregular  emotions  in  the  body,  which 
become  more  frequent  in  vaporous  confli- 
tutions,  being  promoted  by  the  natural 

Z  ^  tenfion 
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tenfion  and  vibration  of  the  nerves.  Such 
people  fliould  therefore  be  particularly  at¬ 
tentive  to  moderate  their  paffions,  and 
above  all  things  fhould  avoid  anger,  as  it 
exceedingly  diftends^the  fibres,  violently 
accelerates  the  circulation  of  the  blood  and 
fpirits,  and  in  ifiort  diforders  the  whole 
machine. 

They  fhould  be  prepared  for,  and  guard 
againft  fudden  fright,  which  by  immedi¬ 
ately  alFedling  the  nervous  fyftem,  pro¬ 
duces  fpafmodic  contradtion,  by  which 
the  blood  is  repulfed  upon  the  inward 
parts.  They  fhould  likewife  avoid  all  fuch 
application  of  mind,  as  will  too  violently 
agitate  and  diffipate  the  nervous  fluid, 
impoverifh  the  mafs  of  humours,  and  thus 
promote  the  drynefs  of  the  blood  and  of 
the  nervous  fyftem. 

They  fhould  as  carefully  avoid  vexation, 
which  fhakes  the  whole  frame,  baniflies 
fleep,  deftroys  the  appetite,  and  in  fhort, 
produces  univerfal  languor,  by  which  the 
effeds  of  the  moft  powerful  remedies  are 
counteraded.  They  fliould  fly  from  every 
caufe  of  uneafinefs  and  perplexity,  envy, 
jealoufy,  &c.  Their  pleafures  fliould  con- 

fift 
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fift  in  the  company  of  their  friends,  they 
fhould  live  fometimes  in  the  country,  and 
fometimes  in  town,  and  as  often  as  poffible, 
fhould  frequent  concerts  ;  fhould  never  at¬ 
tend  too  long  to  the  fame  objedt,  but  fhould 
endeavour  by  a  diverfity  of  purfuits,  to 
chear  their  fpirits,  and  annihilate  the  idea  of 
vapours^ 


AN  SVf  Ell 
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To  tke  Objections  of  the  Author  of  the 

'Journal  des  Sanjam. 

TN  my  jouraey  to  Lyons,  laft  month,  I 
^  was  apprifed  that  the  Journal  des  Sanaanr^ 
of  the  month  of  October,  had  given 

an  extraT  of  my  eifay  on  vaporous  affec¬ 
tions,  to  which  he  had  added  critical  re- 
\ 

fleftions,  which  require  an  anfwer.  An 
affefted  filence  would  be  inexcufeable,  and 
therefore,  the  day  after  my  return  to  Arles,, 
I  was  impatient  to  procure  this  Journal, 
and  to  fend  this  fupplement  to  my  book- 
feller,  in  which  I  refute  the  journalift’s  ob- 
jeftions. 

After  having  given  the  Prcjpedus  of  my 
efl'ay,  he  adds,  in  page  684,  “74A  JJjall  make 
but  a  fenv  rejieclions  on  this  dijjertationy  in 
order  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  la¬ 
bours  of  Mr.  Pomme.)  vohofe  zeal  merits  con- 
fant  applanfeP 

This  compliment  would  not  appear  ex- 
aggerated,  had  the  Journalift  been  content 

with 
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■With  merely  propofmg  his  objections. — In 
the  firfl,  he  pretends  “  That  the  immediate 
£aufe  of  vaporous  af  eilions.)  is  not  al’ways  the 
cauje  'which  I  ajfgnd^  Our  author  dares  not, 
ho'wever,  deny  that  this  caufe  does  not  exift 
in  fome  cafes ;  though  feldoni-,  he  adds,  rri 
thoje  related  by  Mr,  Pomme^  and  he  affirms, 
that  vaporous  affeCtions  may  proceed  from 
another  immediate  caufe,  for  •which  the 
hath  fhould  never  be  adminiftered,  and 
that  there  are  fome  cafes  in  which  the  bath 
would  be  prejudicial;  that  thofe  on  the 
contrary  require  ftimulating  remedies,  ex- 
ercife  on  horfeback,  dry  and  cold  air,  and 
other  affiftance,  “whofe  effeCts  are  diametri¬ 
cally  oppofite  to  thofe  obtained  by  the 
bath. 

The  objedion  is  in  form.  To  oblige  me 
to  acknowledge  feveral  immediate  caufes  of 
the  vapours,  were  to  deftroy  my  fyftem,  which 
acknowledges  but  one ;  and  to  confirm  this 
opinion,  by  producing  patients  cured  by  fli- 
m.ulating  remedies,  'W'ere  to  render  the  ^  ob¬ 
jection  Linanfwerable,  and  would  be  a  folemn 
difavovcal  of  my  fyftem. 

Let  my  adverfary  produce  cafes  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  mine,  of  patients  cured  by  ftimu¬ 
lating  remedies,  and  I  wfill  immediately 

Z  3  confefs 
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confefs  my  error.  But  how  will  he  recon-« 
cile  the  tenfion  of  the  nerves,  which  he  has 
been  obliged  to  acknowledge  as  an  imme¬ 
diate  caufe,  with  the  relaxation  which  he 
would  perfuade  me  to  adopt  ?  Gan  this 
difeafe  admit  of  contradidory  fymptoms, 
or  more  properly  fpeaking,  dees  there  ap¬ 
pear  any  one  fymptom  which  denotes  the 
relaxation  of  the  folids  ?  To  difeufs  the 
quefuon  myfelf,  were  to  clifiruft  the  abi¬ 
lities  of  an  adverfary,  whom  I  infinitely 
refpefl:.  I  will  only  add,  that  under  the 
title  of  oppofite  cafes,  I  do  not  admit  thofe 
fight  vaporous  fymptoms,  which  are  only 
fufpended  by  the  effect  of  hot  medicines, 
but  which  aftervrards  appear  with  more 
vigour '  and  obftinacy.  Let  him  produce 
an  hyfiericai  or  hypochondriac  patient,  as 
radically  cured,  by  tonics  and  flinrulants,  as 
thofe  I  have  related. 

I  take  my  adverfary  to  be  a  phyfician, 
confcquently  a  man  of  honour.  If,  never- 
thelefs,  he  requires  certificates  of  the  cafes 
which  I  have  produced,  and  which  he  may 
•  think  extraordinary,  I  will  procure  him  at- 
teftations  from  the  patients  themfelves, 
from  my  brethren  of  the  faculty,  and  alfo 
the  public  teftimony  of  my  fellow  citizens. 

We 
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\¥e  wili  pafs  to  the  fecond  objedtion  ;  in 
this  we  find  manifeft  contradidtions  of  his 
own  opinion.  I  have  faid,  that  patients,  in 
the  laft  degree  of  cornuofity,  v»rill  fvvdm  in  the 
bath,  and  have  attributed  this  efteft  to  the 
internal  heat  of  the  body,  according  to  the 
fuppofed  degree  of  cornuofity ;  this  heat,  by 
extremely  rarefying  the  air  contained  in  the 

f 

fluids,  renders  the  body  lefs  ponderous. 
What  proves  it,  is,  that  when  the  relaxation 
is  produced  by  the  bath  and  other  moifleners, 
the  body  finks  to  the  bottom. 

Our  Journalift,  on  the  contrary,  flippofes, 
according  to  the  rules  of  hydroftatics,  that 
a  cornuated  body  having  lefs  furface,  fliould 
fink  to  the  bottom  ;  but  that  being  relaxed 
by  the  bath,  itlhould  fwim.  From  whence  I 
conclude,  that  my  patients  were  wrong  in 
not  obferving  the  hydroftatic  rules. 

Our  Journalift  further  affirms,  that'  there 
nvas  in  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Paris.^  a  girl,  'who 
did  not  Jink  in  the  hath ;  but  that  this  effccl 
'was  attributed  to  her  continual  motion,  'which 
ajjas  fuppofed,  'with  fame  degree  of  probability, 
to  he  equivalent  to  the  aflion  of  pwimming.  To 
profit  by  this  hint,  it  were  eafy  to  make  my 
patients  fwim  in  the  bath  ;  but  unfortunately 
file  who  w^s  the  fubjefl  of  the  firft  cafe,  and 

al  fo 
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alio  tiie  fubjedl:  of  the  fourth  cafe,  were  each 
of  chem  as  fiiff  as  a  bar  of  iron.  To  come 
ftili  nearer  the  faff,  there  was  fome  days  ago, 
a  patient  at  Arles,  who  fwam  (a)  without 


(a)  Lazarus  Vidal,  a  native  of  the  village  of  Baume,  in 
the  principality  of  Orange,  eighteen  years  of  age,  of  a  thin 
and  dry  conftiiution,  was  brought  to  the  hofpital,  the  gth 
of  July  1765,  by  fome  countrymen,  who  found  him 
ftretched  under  a  tree,  fo  intirely  deprived  of  fenfe  or  mo¬ 
tion,  that  they  fuppofed  him  dead.  I  found  the  patient  at 
the  hojpitai,  when  1  attended.  His  pulfe  was  very  flow 
and  concentrated ;  his  jaw  fo  rigid  and  motionlefs,  that  it 
was  impohible  to  make  him  fwallow,  even  a  fingle  drop  of 
water.  This  determined  me  to  apply  bliffers.  The  next 
day  the  10th,  produced  no  alteration  ;  nor  the  iith.  Cup¬ 
ping  glalTes  were  applied,  and  irritating  clyhers  were  admi- 
niftcred,  they  were  repeated  the  13th,  but  without  any 
cfl'edi,  and  the  14th  a  fever  enfued. 

A  cafe  fo  dei*perate,  authorifed  every  experiment.  Upon 
the  application  of  ice  on  the  top  of  his  head,  the  patient 
opened  his  eyes  and  his  jaw.  I'he  next  day,  the  ]  5th  he 
was  plunged  into  the  cold  bath  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ice  was  again  applied  to 
the  crown  of  his  head.  His  vccifcration  w^as  violent  on 
his  hrit  immerhon,  but  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he 
began  to  eat  and  drink,  and  recovered  his  fenfes  ;  neverthe- 
lefs  feme  moments  after  he  reiapicd.  The  bath  was  re¬ 
peated  the  fame  day,  and  operated  with  iuccefs.  The  i6th 
he  remained  in  the  cold  bath  tvvclve  hours;  the  patient 
had  no  lethargic  fit,  till  the  next  day  the  57th  at  feven 
o’clock  in  the  morning  :  but  the  bath,  and  the  application 
of  ice,  foon  roufed  him.  The  iSth  his  cure  was  perfedfly 
compleated. 

moving 
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moving  his  limbs,  and  who  remained  in  the 
bath  twelve  hours  a  day,  having  on  his  head 
a  bladder  full  of  ice,  which  was  frequently 
renewed.  This  patient  whom  I  refcued  from 
the  arms  of  death,  remained  alfo  twelve 
hours  in  the  water  motionlefs,  yet  fwam  at 
the  top ;  but  our  Journalift  fuppofes  this 
impoifible,  except  for  a  fevo  feconds  only, 
Kow  ihall  we  reconcile  our  philofophical 
ideas  with  experience  ?  The  talk  is  difficult, 
if  we  confider  the  folids  only :  in  every 
other  point  of  view,  that  is  to  fay,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fluids  and  the  air,  it  will  be  found 
moft  eafy.  Philofophers  will  not  perhaps 
be  fatisfied  with  this  explanaticri ;  it  is  not 
however  like  that  of  my  adverfary,  contra¬ 
dicted  by  experience. 

The  third  reflection  regards  the  crack¬ 
ling  noifes,  which  I  have  attributed,  in 
my  patients,  to  the  violent  and  fenfible 
impulfe  of  the  blood  in  cornuated  ca¬ 
nals.  The  journalifts  dwells  not  long  on 
this  fubjeCt :  Neither  will  I;  but  I  fhall 
doubtlefs  be  permitted  to  add,  that  fuch 
noife  is  frequently  heard  in  hyfterical  pa¬ 
tients  in  the  articulation  of  their  limbs; 
and  this,  in  my  opinion,  proceeds  from  a 

defect 
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